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PRErACE. 


The  Author  published,  a  few  years  ago,  a 
work  on  England,  which  was  favourably  re- 
caved  by  the  Public ;  and  on  the  occasion  of 
a  late  tour  and  residence  in  Switzerland,  he 
continued  the  practice,  followed  before,  of 
daily  recording  his  first  impressioni^  and  draw- 
ing from  nature  the  objects  which  passed 
under  his  eye»  Such  cursory  reflections  as 
they  had  suggested  were  matured  at  leisure, 
as  well  as  facts  verified,  by  colisuhing  the 
historians  of  Switzerland,  its  antiquaries,  its 
naturalists,  and  the  living  witnesses  of  recent 
events;  but  he  soon  found  that  an  inconsi- 
derable part  only  of  the  information  thus  ob- 
tained could  be  introduced  in  a  Journal  of 
Travels,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
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separate  the  historical  part  of  his  work  from 
the  descriptive :  in  doing  so  the  Author  has 
endeavoured  to  give  the  history  of  the  people 
rather  than  that  of  its  rulers  ;  the  moral  rather 
than  the  diplbmatic  history.  Ancient  chro- 
nicles were  most  sparing  of  details  on  men 
and  manners;. and  subsequent  historians,  in 
selecting  among  tiiem^  have  g^aeraly  neg- 
lected, •€»  vnln^portatiti  ^r  beioealli  4he  ^^ 
nity  "of  dtek  tsulge&t»  the  ««Qr  facto  fvn^i^Gh 
would  faave  cotoivQ|red  iBcMie  idea  of  the  state 
df  sedwty,  {smd  exhibited  «  sost  of  iikeaess 
df  vtKc  is^am  aa  unoieikt  Ifimcts.  l%e  «uthett« 
tie  ^isid  ;j«#i!4i]&^  ijf  Trsckudi  w«3 

tibe  'p]^gi3i^{id:  ;gQ^e  <of  Mistier.  &  ^^ufamoeB 
a  iNnod'^^^f/^'ill^v^  ^  t^dntimesi  irtm  1000 
4o  l&5^VJ)Mk'*  ^«rd[s -.^blk^ed  <aAj  as  £ur  as 
the  fear  141^ ;  abd  MnU^'g  kistary  Jikemse 
does  ocrt  go  lar^r  -tluui  4te  ^fifteeoth  -ooa- 
taay^.  Mailet'it  c&atiiSuatioB,  onore  r^gtdas, 
deaKc  and  in  tbMtel-  taste,  <^  ^e  -el*- 
queteee  ^of  Ae  leamfld  Mutter  i^ppeafs  .tee 
often  >ooiamo&i|)lat)e  «nd    detdamatoici^i)    », 
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neyertheless,  rather  uninteresting,  and  it  stops 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution.  A  con- 
nected narrative  of  events,  for  the  last  thirty» 
or  even  forty  years,  is  now  attempted  for  the 
first  time,  and  if  too  soon  for  history,  which 
seems  to  require  the  sanction  of  years,  the 
Author  hopes  it  may,  at  least,  be  oiSered 
to  the  Public  as  Memoirs  of  our  own  time, 
and  that  as  such  it  will  be  found  to  be  im- 
partial, as  well  as  faithful. 


SWITZERLAND, 


FoNTAINEBLEAU,  Majf  30,  1817, 

This  plaoe,  as  well  as  Versailles,  presents  the  sad 
picture  of  grandeur  in  decay ;  grass  grows  in  the 
streets,  and  the  pavement  remains  unsullied  frcHn  one 
rainy  day  to  another.  This  forlorn  state,  whidi  b^an 
at  Versailles  with  the  Revoliiticai,  only  commenced  here 
with  its  cloise ;  for  Fontainebleau  was  an  Imperial  villa 
under  Buonaparte.  The  palace  has  an  imposing  ap- 
pearance, from  its  size,  and  the  antique  style  of  its 
architecture ;  it  recalls  to  the  memory  two  great  princes, 
Francis  I.  and  Henry  IV,  The  people  of  France  may 
be  said  to  owe  much  of  their  national  character  to  the 
former.  The  peculiar  elegance  of  the  premier  gentU- 
kamme  de  son  royaume^  his  valour,  and  his  wit,  made 
him  the  model  of  an  age  yet  rude  and  barbarous ;  his 
contemporaries  saw  in  him  the  beau  ideal  of  good  man- 
ners, which  every  one  was  desirous  of  imitating,  and 
although  it  is,  certainly,  a  long  while  since  Francis  I. 
has  been  nearly  forgotten,  yet  the  national  bias  re- 
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mains ;  a  certain  mixture  of  chiyalry  and  of  vanity,  a 
shbwy,  ostentatious,  dramatic  turn,  leading  to  brilliant 
successes  and  lamentable  reverses,  and,  upon  the 
whole,  to  transitory  results.  Louis  XIV's  personal  cha- 
racter gave  dignity  and  weight  to  the  vanity  bequeath- 
ed to  us  by  Francis  I.,  and  Buonaparte  gave  it  strength. 
Strangers  who  visit  Fontainebleau  are  shewn  the 
stairs  by  which  the  Emperor  came  down  to  the  great 
court,  to  review,^  for  the  last  time,  the  remnants  of  an 
army  with  which  he  was  going  to  part,  and  the  small 
table  upon  which  he  signed  his  abdication,  as  well  as 
^  mark  of  an  angry  kic^  he  gave  to  that  table !  an 
a#):e(^amb^  anecdote,  for  the  correctness  oflf  wM^I 
ob  not  vpucfc.  Here  is  another :. the  pen  with  which 
Idfte  Emperor  had  sign^  his  abdication  became,  as 
nmy  be  supposed,  an  object  of  great  interest  to  curious. 
QV  idle  travellws  visiting  thkpaJaoe,  that  is,  to  the 
EiigUsh,  who  form  the  gteatmajorityof  these  travel- 
\s^  I  One  of  them  bought  ^is  valuai>le  p^  for  imxh 
ijaore  tl^ui  its  weight  i».,gold,  to  th^.great  disappointr 
mmt  of  those  who  followed ;  but  the  good-nature  of 
ikfii.  (Jpnjestic  who  sh^ws  the  apartjnent,  &i3ggBSted  to 
him  the  efipedi^it  of  supjdying  another  pen ;  it  sooa 
found  another  amateur,  who  would  have  it  to  himself. 
Matters  could  not  stop  there,  and  no  English  traveller. 
siooe  has  been  disappointed  of  thatrueperi  of  the  abdi- 
cationv. 

iTheice  is  a  stone  bench,  in  the  private  garden,  where 
his  Imperial.  Majesty  used  frequently  to  sit  or  redine^' 
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in  a  melancholy  mood,  beating  the  sand  mechanically 
with  his  stick,  and  often  dozing,  during  the  three  weeks 
which  preceded  his  departure  for  Elba.  At  first  he 
appeared  pale  and  dejected,  but  he  soon  recovered. 
Our  guide  occupying  a  room  which  looked  upon  the 
garden,  he  had  every  opportunity  of  observation. 
*  Another  object  of  curiosity  is  the  apartment  his  holi- 
ness the  Pope  occupied.  He  staid  here  nifleteen 
mcxiths  without  going  out  once,  although  provided  with 
carriages,  wishing,  no  doubt,  to  mark  his  situation  as 
a  prisoner.  His  couch  occupies  still  a  comer  of  the 
vast  bed-chamber ;  and  the  small  table,  upon  which  he 
took  his  frugal  repasts,  occupies  another  corner.  His 
(Hison  was  otherwise  ccmfortable  enough,  and  sufiL 
dently  spacious  fer  a  walk,  from  one  end  of  the  suite 
of  apartments  to  another ;  it  looks  over  a  large  piece 
of  water,  and  a  beautifiil  garden  beyond.  The  Pope 
gav^  daily,  from  a  Window,  his  benediction  to  the 
gdkl  and  silver  fish  below  «,  and  a  few  good  Catholics 
on  the  Tiigh  road,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off^,  partook  of  it 
occaiSionatly.  Buonaparte  treated  the  Roman  Pontiff 
alternately  with  great  respect  and  much  insol^ice ; 

*  As  this  might  be  deemed  improper  levity,  I  think  necessary  to 
observe,  that  animals  receive  the  blessings  of  the  church  annually  at 
Rome.  In  the  month  of  January,  all  sorts  of  creatures,  from  horses, 
to  dogs,  hogs,  goats,  &c.,  are  brought  to  the  door  of  the  cathedral 
(Santa  Maria  Maggiore],  and  there  receive  publicly  the  benediction^-^ 
not  of  the  Pope,  indeed,  but  of  a  priest  in  full  dress;  and  the  pro- 
fanatioti  would  be  the  same^  if  attached  to  the  proceeding^. 
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oppressing  him  at  one  time  with  his  visits,  and  at 
another  time  remaining  months  without  seeing  him. 
One. day,  after  an  angry  conversation,  which  w^nt  the 
length  of  threats  on  his.  part,  he  tried:  what  soothing 
would  do,  to  obtain  his  purpQse  ;  "  Tragedky''  obser- 
ved the  old  man  calmly,  "  pot  Commedia  /" 

The  last  curiosity  I  shall  mention  is  the  apartment 
of  Christina,  Queen  of  Sweden,  and  the  spot  where 
sh©  caused  Monaldesehe  to  be  assassinated  under  her 
eyes,  and  at  her  feet. 

To  return  to  the  road  from  Paris  to  this  place.  On 
leaving  the  capital,  the  eye  of  a  traveller  meets  few 
objects  worth  notice;  dirty  suburbs,  high  roads  of 
great  breadth,  which  appear  deserted,  beyond  the 
immediate  reach  of  the  cabarets,  crowded  together  just 
out  of  the  gates,  to  cheat  the  octroi.  For  the  first 
league  or  two  you  breathe  an  atmosphere  tainted  with 
the  effluvia  of  street  manure;  you.  Sjee  a  few  hideous 
country-houses,  and  gardens  between  four  walls,  where 
the  citizens  of  Paris  come  to  take  the  air,  but  not  a 
caceditable  farm-house.  The  Chateau  de  Vincennes, 
although  wanting  accompaniments,  relieves  the  land- 
scape. Several  large  houses,  or  modem  chdteaux^ 
some  on  the  right  side  of  the  road,  and  others  on  the 
leftj  display  their  wide  and  shallow  fronts  full  of  win- 
dows. These  edifices  are  stuck  up  between  architec- 
tural plantations,  of  a  bad  growth,  in  straight  walks, 
regularly  arched  inside,  and  squared  outside,  where 
not  a  twig,  not  so  much  as  a  leaf,  projecting  beyond  its 
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neighbocr,  ever  escapes  the  busy  shears.  If  the 
ground  slopes  at  all,  terraces  appear  one  above  the 
other,  like  stairs,  each  with  its  parterre  of  box  borders 
and  sand  walks,  lattice- work,  jets  d^eau^  and  statues. 
Woods,  where  there  are  any,  are  always  cut  down 
every  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  The  same  person  who 
spends  a  million  of  francs  in  mason-work,  lead  pipes, 
flower-pots,  and  hot-houses,  speculates  on  a  few  acres 
of  faggots,  and  puts  his  park  (as  they  call  their  plea- 
sure-grounds) en  coupe  reglee  to  the  very  door  of  the 
ckdteau,  without  suffering  a  single  plant  to  preserve, 
or  even  attain,  the  form  nature  intended.  A  few 
people,  having  pretensions  to  modern  taste,  allow 
themselves  a  bit  of  lawn,  but  the  grass  is  only  rank 
weeds,  too  scainty  and  poor  for  a  meadow,  too  high 
for  pasture;  one  quarter  of  the  labour  bestowed,  and 
the  expense  incurred,  in  pruning  the  trees,  would 
keep  this  grass  in  good  order.  THe  walks  are  strewed 
over  with  river  sand,  which  never  binds,  and  it  is 
brought  from  a  distance  at  great  expense,  while  the 
^arth  on  the  spot,  coarsely  sifted,  would  yield  very 
good  gravel.  All  their  residences,  with  their  espla- 
nades of  white  sand  before,  and  of  street  pavements 
behind,  which  dazzle  your  eyes  in  summer,  and 
feel  uncomfortable  to  your  feet  at  all  times,  banish 
all  tlioughts  of  the  country. 

You  do  not  meet  with  any  well-grown  trees  in 
the  environs  of  Paris;  those  of  the  lower  part  of 
St.  Cloud  are  indeed  magnificent,  and  some  in  the 
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TuUeiies  may  be  called  fine,  but  their  style  ojf  beauty 
is  ^at  of  a  forest  The  effect  of  a  full-grown  single 
tree,  or  group  of  trees,  balancing  their  horizontal 
limbs  and  vast  masses  of  foliage  with  graceful  ma- 
jesty over  the  velvet  lawn  is  quite  unknown  jn  Franct ; 
I  haye  not  seen  any,  except  in  lithographic  prinjts  il» 
the  shop  windows  along  the  quays,  or  at  the  opera. 
The  trees  of  the  forest  of  Fontainebleau  have  often 
picturesque  forms,  but  they  are  thin  and  stunted;  the 
hillodcs  of  sa^d-stxme,  rising  in  regular  qubical  masses 
out  of  the  sands,  are  singular,  rather  than  fine. 

The  reader  may  possibly  be  inclined  to  ask,  how, 
travelling  post  from  Paris  to  Fontainebleau^  I  could 
see  thus  minutely  all  the  defects  of  the  couatry  houses 
or  chAteaflx  on  the  road?  The  feet  is,  I  did  not  see 
them,  but  only  guessed;  and  if  I  guessed  right,  as  I 
am  inclined  to  think  I  did,  from  previous  observation 
dfi^where,  I  shall  then  have  shewn  how  general  bad 
taste  is  in  this  respect,  since  the  description  thus 
made  at  random  happens  to  fit.  I  shall  only  add  a 
few  observations  on  the  subject  of  an  English  garden 
in  the  French  ideas— -it  must  have  its  ruin,  its  bridge, 
its  rock,  and,  if  possible,  its  cascade.  The  Empresi^ 
Josephine  has  put  some  of  these  things  in  the  Jqrdim 
Anglais  of  Fontainebleau,  whidi  she  made.  The  plan- 
tations are  weU  enough  for  the  bad  taste  *,  but  they  are 

*  The  gardens  of  Rambouillet  and  Trianon  are  due  to  the  good 
taste  of  the  illustrious  and  unfortunate  daughter  of  Maria  Theresa. 
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yet  too  reoent  for  eflfect  on  such  an  extent  of  ground. 
As  we  admired  some  fine  horse-diestnuts,  the  oian  in  a 
bag  and  sword,  who  did  the  honours  of  the  i^aoe  toiis 
£)r  two  firancs,  observed  diai  the  old  garden  was  ;for- 
sierly  covered  with  sw^h  trees  as  these,  whidi  had  afl 
been  cut  down  ;#  we  exprereed  our  regvet,  and  inquired 
why  they  had  been  sacrificed.  Dame  i  Je  na  wi9  pas 
md,  he  answered,  c'itait  nkesMife^  wycx  wm*  pout 
fairc  un  jardm  Anglais.  This  inveterate  good  taste 
remains  the  same  under  the  empire  of  legifilnacy,  fdr 
the  pres^it  architecte  en  chef  had  just  cut  down  three 
magnificent  trees,  on  a  small  island  in  the  middte  of 
a  large  piece  of  water ;  two  of  the  victims  were  pines 
eighty  qt  a  hundred  feet  high,  which  two  centuries 
could  not  restore,  and  the  third  a  very  large  weeping 
willow.  They  all  three  lie  prostrate,  withoing  cm 
their  ancient  seat  of  glc^,  which  looks  now  an  insig- 
nificant little  heap  of  mud,  instead  of  the  graceful 
isl^d  it  used  to  be.  The  ardutect  means,  no  doubt, 
to  adorn  it  with  a  statue,  a  latticed  arbour,  or  some 
other  pretty  thing,  whidi  may  not  intercept  the  view 
of  a  long  line  of  cut  trees  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water,  as  this  venerable  clump  used  to  da  The 
English  garden  is  about  to  be  decorated  with  statues ; 
we  were  shewn  the  pedestals. 

AuxERRE,  31st  May. 

Postilions  in  France  are  in  the  habit  of  changiiog 
horses  on  the  road. 
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It  is  dear  gain  for  the  horses  and  men,  and  humand 
traveUers  are  generaQy  disposed  to  sacrifice  a  few 
minutes  for  that  purpose.      Between  Fontainebleau 
and  Sens,  one  of  these  exchanges  plated  us  alongside 
a  BerUnCy  as  two  ships  at  sea  bring-to  for  the  purpose 
of  speaking.    This  was  a  Russian  from  Italy  bound  to 
Paris ;  we  learnt  the  yellow  fever  was  not  in  It^y,  as 
had  been  reported,  and  on  our  part  informed  him, 
there  was  not  any  revolution  actually  impending  at. 
Paris,  although  apprehended  each  week  for  the  next: 
the  fear  of  a  revolution  which  prevailed  so  generally  im- 
plying that  few  were  for  it.    The  riot  these  travellers 
had  just  witnessed  at  Sens  alarmed  them  for  the  state 
of  France  in  general.     We  found,  indeed.  Sens  much 
agitated,  the  national  guard  under  arftis,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  hussars  coming  in.    The  people,  irritated  by 
the  deamess  of  provisions,  and  not  aware  of  the  good 
forestalling  does,  are  bent  upon  inflicting  summary 
punishment,  by  plundering  the  stores,  at  least,  of  some 
unfortunate  speculator,  obnoxious  for  this  very  impo- 
pular  ofience.     The  national  guard,  not  being  sufii- 
ciently  strong  to  prevent  it,  or  perhaps  not  being 
suiSiciently  grounded  in  the  true  theory  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  inclined  accordingly  to  side  with  the  mob, 
had  made  it  necessary  to  call  in  these  hussars,  who 
caring  little  about  any  theory,  decide  the  question  by 
force,  en  attendant,  that  it  may  be  so  one  day  by  good 
sense  and  reason. 

Let  us  suppose  one  hundred  thousand  quarters  of 
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wheat  to  be  the  quantity  requisite  for  the  yearly  sup- 
ply of  any  given  country,  and  the  crops  to  have  fallen 
so  far  short  as  to  yield  seventy-fivie  quarters  only, 
while  a  similar  deficiency  abroad  precludes  foreign 
assistance ;  it  is  evident  that,  if  consumption  went  on 
as  usual,  in  the  nine  months  immediately  following 
the  bad  crop,  a  famine  would  be  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence in  the  three  succeeding  months;  and  the 
obvious  ranedy  is  an  early  dieck  on  consumption — 
an  endeavour  to  provide  auxiliary  means  of  subsist- 
ence, and  prev^it  waste.     The  only  warning  the  great 
bulk  of  the  people  will  take,  is  the  deamess  of  food  ; 
if  there  were  no  speculators  (forestallers)  farmers 
would  become  so  themselves,  that  is,  would  lay  up 
their  produce,  and  refuse  to  sell  it  vdthout  an  advance 
in  the  price ;  but  not  perceiving  so  soon,  or  so  accu- 
rately, the  real  state  of  the  market,  they  would  make 
it  too  high  or  too  low :  most  probably  they  would  begin 
too  late,  and  accumulate  on  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
that  rise  which  should  have  been  equally  divided  on 
the  whole  course  of  it.    The  people  would  undergo 
the  same  loss  of  money  by  the  rise  of  prices,  probably 
a  greater  one,  and  would  at  any  rate  feel  it  much  more 
severely,  because  this  rise  would  be  accumulated  on  a 
few  months  instead  of  bearing  on  the  whol^  twelve,  and 
because  the  rate  of  wages  of  labour  would  have  had 
less  time  to  aooommodate  itself  to  this  state  of  things. 
The  warning  of  deamess,  coming  so  late,  would  be  a 
gratuitous  evil  inflicted  on  the  people,  whereas  spe- 
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culation  makes  it  \x$&M*  FdrestaQio^  rardy  ope^ 
rates  a  fictitious  rise,  rtot  bpm  mt  of  ^t^vesl  deficiency 
of  crop,  and  which  would  not  hdve  taken  jdace  other- 
wise. If  it  was  poB^Ue  for  speculsitors  to  understand 
each  other  irom  one  end  ef  &e  eotintty  to  another,  or 
rather  (from  one  end  of  Europe  and  of  the  world  to 
another,  and  to  be  allparitners  in  the  same  adventure, 
directed  by  the  .s|me  hand,  they  might  create  a  fic- 
titious ri^e,  but  eyen  then  they  must  go  the  length  of 
destroying  a  part  of  the  produce,  object  of  this  speai- 
lation,  as  the  Dutch  were  said  to  bum  cinnamon  or 
cloves  to  preyent  any  but  a  certain  quantity  coming 
into  the  market,  for  sooner  or  later  this  surplus  would 
occasion  a  fell  of  prices,  whenever  it  came  into  the 
market.  As  soon  as  purchases,  made  with  a  view  to 
a  rise  begin  to  operate,  proprietors  unconnected  with 
the  {»irchasing  speculators  never  fail  pouring  in  their 
supplies,  and  reap  the  benefit  the  contrivers  of  the 
rise  intended  for  themselves.  Some  of  the  speculator^ 
themselv^  will  defeat  the  scheme  of  the  others  by 
early  sales ;  in  short,  no  speculation,  no  forestalling, 
can  be  profitable  to  the  forestaller  generally,  uxiess  it 
has  a  real  deficiency  of  the  article  for  its  base,  and 
then  it  is  usefiil  to  the  public  likewise ;  foi-  it  saves 
them  from  a  public  dearth,  and  wards  off  absolute 
famine  at  less  cost  of  money.  If  the  speculation  be 
good,  it  is  so  for  every  one,  those  cc«cemed  in  it,  and 
those  who  are  not;  if  it  be  bpd,  it  is  so  for  the  specu- 
lator alone,  and  nugatory  in  its  results  for  the  public 
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at  large.  This  view  of  the  subject  is  not  ofiared  as 
new  assuredly ;  but,  as  the  prejudices  against  fyse* 
stallrng  are  far  finam  dissipated,  no  opportunity  of 
setting  the  matter  in  its  true  light  should  be  neglected 

Maison  Neuve,  1^(  Jtme. 

Beggars,  very  numerous  yesterday,  have  increased 
greatly ;  at  every  stage,  a  orowd  of  women  and  x^- 
dren,  and  of  old  men,  gather  round  the  carriage ; 
their  cries,  the  eloquence  of  all  these  pale  and  ema* 
dated  countenances,  lifted  up  to  us  with  imploring 
hands,  are  more  than  we  can  well  bear.  Many  in. 
dividuals  have  died,  if  not  of  hunger,  at  least  of  the 
insufficiency  and  bad  quality  of  the  food,  A  bag  of 
small  copper  coin  distributed  along  the  road  can  go  a 
very  little  way  towards  the  support  of  this  famished 
multitude,  when  bread  is  at  nine  sous  a  pound.  It 
is  a  singular  fact,  that  although  the  price  of  bread  is 
three  or  four  times  higher  than  usual,  meat  has  not 
risen  much:  a  little  of  the  latter,  boiled  with  such 
vegetables  as  grow  wild  in  the  fields  at  this  seascxi, 
might  afford  great  relief ;  but  the  idea  of  manger  dk 
thtrbe  comme  des  bites  appears  dreadful  to  these 
people :  we  said  to  a  poor  woman,  by  way  of  comfort, 
that  it  would  soon  be  crop  time;  yes,  she  answered, 
in  a  tone  of  despair,  but  in  the  mean  ti^fe  toe  must  die! 

Amidst  all  this  distress,  so  loudly  expressed,  we 
hear  no  reflections  against  the  government,  nothing 
seditious,  or  of  a  revolutionary  tendency ;  these  feel- 


ihgs  are  viery  much  confined  to  the  cajntal,  where, 
however,  bread  is  kept  as  low  as  seven  sous  a  pound, 
by  a  sort  of  timorous  policy  of  despotism,  artificial, 
troublesome,  and  costly,  which  bespeaks  weakness, 
and  provokes  danger,  instead  of  averting  it;  for  the 
hungry  of  the  provinces  come  to  Paris  to  be  fed,  and 
one  hundred  thousand  souls  have  been  added  to  its 
destitute  population  witliin  a  few  months! 

The  aspect  of  the  coimtry,  hitherto  uninteresting, 
becomes  much  less  so  as  you  approach  Avalon,  which 
is  beautifidly  situated,  and  continues  agreeable  and 
varied  to  Maison  Neuve,  a  hamlet  composed  of  new 
habitations,  as  the  name  indicates.  It  would  recall  an 
American  settlement,  but  for  certain  ruins  of  one 
thousand  years  standing,  which  crown  the  neighbour- 
ing height.  This  castle  was  a  princely  residence  at 
the  time  of  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy. 

A  few  comfortable  residences,  scattered  about  the 
country,  have  lately  put  us  in  mind  how  very  rare 
they  are  in  general :  instead  of  them,  you  meet;  not 
unfrequently,  some  ten  or  twenty  miserable  peasants' 
cottages,  crowdedtogetherround  what  was  formely  the 
stronghold  of  the  lord  of  the  manor;  a  narrow,  dark, 
prison-like  building,  with  small  grated  windows,  em- 
battled walls,  and  turrets  peeping  over  thatched  roofs  ; 
the  lonely  cluster  seems  unconnected  with  the  rest  of 
the  country,  and  may  be  said  to  represent  the  feudal  sys- 
tem, as  plants  in  a  hortus  siccm  the  vegetable  reign. 
Long  before  the  revolution,  chateaux  had  been  for- 
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sakeQ  by  their  seigneurs^  for  the  nearest  country  tovm, 
where  Monsieur  le  Comte,  or  Monsieur  le  Marquis, 
decorated  with  the  cross  of  St.  Louis,  made  shift  to 
live  on  his  paltry  seigniorial  dues  and  rent,  ill  paid  by 
a  starving  peasantry  ;  spending  his  time  in  r^ninis*' 
cences  of  gallantry  Mrith  the  cAd  dowagers  of  the  place, 
lAo  rouged  and  wore  patches,  dressed  in  hoops  and 
high-heeled  shoes,  fiill  four  inches,  and  long-pointed 
elbow-ruffles,  ballasted  with  lead. 

Not  one  individual  of  this  good  company  knew  any 
thing  of  what  was  passing  in  the  world,  or.  suspected 
any  change  had  taken  place  sipce  the  days  of  Louis 
XIV.  No  book  found  its  way  there ;  no  csie  read 
not  even  a  newspaper.  When  the  revolution  burst 
upon  this  inferior  nobility  of  the  provinces,  it  appeared 
to  them  like  Attila  and  the  Huns  to  the  people  of  the 
fifth  century — ^the  Scourge  of  God,  coming  no  body 
knew  whence,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  destruction — 
a  savage  enemy,  speaking  an  unknown  language,  with 
wh(Hn  no  compromise  could  be  made. 

Flights  of  pigeons  are  still  seen  hovering  round  the 
old  feudal  residence ;  they  spread  over  the  neighbour- 
ing fields  at  their  peril,  for  they  may  be  shot  any  where 
but  upon  their  own  ground :  every  proprietor  of  land 
may  keep  pigeons  on  his  premises,  and  exclude  those 
of  other  people.  There  are  no  game  laws  now  in 
France :  the  game  belongs  to  the  soil ;  yet  the  right 
of  carrying  fire  arms  Cport  d^armes)  requires  a  per- 
mission of  the  prefect,  for  which  there  is  a  small 
annual  tax. 
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Dijon,  2d  June. 

A  fine  country:  some  attempts  at  enclosures,  by 
means  of  thick-set  hedges,  are  observable.  In  gene- 
ral, the  fields  are  all  open ;  and  the  few  cattle  and 
i^e^^  feeding  in  fallow  lands,  or  along  the  road-^ 
dide,  are  watched,  or  even  held  by  a  rope.  It  is  in 
France,  a  matter  of  surprise  and  inquiry  for  a  stranger, 
how  cattle  are  fed,  so  few  meadows  being  seen,  and  no 
pastures ;  as  in  Ekigland,  it  might  well  be  asked,  how 
bread  is  produced,  green  grass  prevailing  so  much 
there  over  corn-fields.  Cattle  in  France  are,  in  gene- 
ral, not  fine ;  the  race  of  sheep  and  that  of  hogs  par- 
ticularly, are  very  indiflferent :  the  latter,  long-legged 
and  gaunt,  with  a  thin  ardied  badk  and  low  head, 
seem  to  feel  the  pressure  of  the  present  scarcity,  or 
rather,  never  to  have  known  plenty  ;  from  their  hurried 
gait,  ferocious  lodts,  and  threatening  grunt,  they  might 
be  taken  for  wild  boars  recently  tamed  by  hunger, 
rather  than  animals  bom  and  bred  in  a  state  of  domes- 
ticity. The  whole  rural  peculation  is  at  work  in  the 
fields ;  women  as  wi^il  as  men.  The  women  wear 
very  wMte  caps,  and  immense  straw  hats  ;  bright  red 
striped  handkerchiefs  over  theif  shoulders,  wooden 
shoes,  and  no  stockings.  They  are  employed  in 
weeding  oom-field$,  which  want  it  sadly,  and  use,  for 
that  purpose,  a  sort  of  double-edged  bill-hook.  The 
men  wear  blue  cotton  smock-frocks,  and  many  of  them 
military  cocked  hats,  preposterously  large.  They 
plough  with  all  sorts^  of  cattle :  cows,  oxen,  horses. 
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asses,  often  harnessed  together ;  we  are  told,  that  a 
woman  has  heea  ycdced  with  a  hog  of  tiie  species  just 
described,  patiently  ploughing  together.  Small  pro- 
prietors husband  their  slender  means  how  they  may. 
All  tools  in  general,  and  agricultural  tools  in  particular, 
are  here  remarkably  clumsy  and  awkward ;  the  large 
hoe,  or  rather  mattock,  used  to  dress  vineyards,  is 
extr^nely  heavy,  and  the  handle  so  short,  that  die 
imha^y  labourers  work  absolutely  bent  double ;  and 
mgneram  are  known  by  their  habitual  stoop  and  worn- 
out  appearance.  One  half  of  the  strength  of  the 
horse  is  employed  in  drawing  the  cart  without  a  load^ 
and  the  inertia  of  the  plough  is  more  difficult  to  over- 
come than  that  of  the  soil ;  the  additional  strength 
dfwood  and  itiya  being  icgudiciously  applied,  adds 
nothing  to.  the  durability. 

There  arevery  few  long  leases,  or  any  leases  at  all ; 
and  the  land  is  in  general  cuhivated  on  shares  by 
meb^ers,  or  sort  of  half  farmers,  em^oyed  by  the  year, 
who  give  a  certain  quality  of  produce  for  a  certain 
(piantity  of  land  ;  six  or  seven  measures  of  com,  weigh- 
ing 25  (»:  28  eaidli,  for  a  journal  measureing  1 20  perches 
of  9|  feet  square,  ot  10,830  square  feet.  Ilie  metayer 
gives  no  prodiace  on  the  fallow  year ;  but  is  bound  to 
bestow  the  necessary  labour  on  the  land,  to  prepare 
it  for.  a  crop  due  following  year.  The  priceof  good 
(xxa  land  is  from  250  to  300  francs  ^journal.  We  had 
the  offer  of  a  small  estateof  7  o^^OOjoumaux,  with  a 
hoise  upon  it,  besides  the  farming  residence,  renting 


16  POSTINQ  m  FRANCE. 

cm  a  shbft  lea»e,  a)t  &,000  fraocB  a  year ;  l^as  IS 
or  1,500  francS:  taxes,  for  JgO,000  fiftocSi  which  is. 
equal  to  about  ;4  per  qent.imerest. ;  :The:usuial  wfigeS) 
c^  a  lahcourer  are  20  sous  a  day,  and  .his  food  ;  or  35 
to  40  sous  without.  By  the  year,  200  francs  to  men,, 
and  100  francs  to  women ;  but  labourers  have  beew  of: 
late  very  willii^  to  work  for  bread  only. . 

Observing  occasionally  crosses  of  wood  or  stone,  by 
the  road-side,  looking  evidently  very  old,  we  inquired, 
how  these  monuments  of  cathoUcism  had  es^ped  the; 
fiiry  of  thje  revolution,  and  found  they  had  been  secreted, , 
generally  buried:  the  bigotry  of  irreligion  has  suc- 
ceeded in  making  religious  bigotry  appear  quite^ 
rational. 

Posting  in  France  is  a  public  establishment,  under, 
strict  regulations  ;  and  the  livre  de  poste  is  the  code  of 
the  road,  which  every  postilion  knows  by  heart.  These 
postilions  are,  in  general,  decent  men,  and  tolerably 
well  behaved ;  they  are  entitled  to  a  provision  after  a 
certain  number  of  years  of  service.  Although  their 
cattle  are  very  rough,  and  mere  cart  horses,  they  are 
in  flesh,  and  not  galled ;.  but  the  rate  of  going  exceeds 
rarely  six  miles  an  hour,  or,  stoppages  included,  five 
miles;  this  is,  for  English  travellers  accustomed  to 
seven  or  eight,  or  even  nine  and  ten,  miles  an  hour, 
scarcely  bearable ;  yet  when  those  who  profess  to  travel 
for  their  pleasure,  appear  in  such  haste  to  reach  their 
journey's  end,  we  might  as  well  ask,  why  they  began 
it  at  all  ?    The  tackle  of  post  horses  has  ever  been  a 
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just  8u|]9ect  of  merriiDent  to  Eoglish  ttpvellers ;  and, 
it  must  be  admitted,  that,  except  the  ancient  Irish 
,  method  of  making  horses  draw  by  the  tail,  nothing  caa 
be  more  elementary  than  the  mode  of  harnessing  9' 
French  attelag^  You  might  naturally  expect  to  see 
the  straps  of  patched  leather,  which  never  knew  oil 
orbladking,  &stened  by  means  of  buckles  without  a 
tjeogae,  and  old  ropes,  broken  and  pieced  again,  and 
a^ain,  give  way  altogether  on  the  first  hard  pull,  yet 
nothing  of  the  sort  really  happens,  notwithstanding 
the  received  jokes  on  the  subject. 

Dijon  is  one  of  the  best  looking  small  towns  I  ever 
saw.  We  entered  it  by  a  gateway  of  good  architec- 
ture ;  and  it  has  three  or  four  fine  churches,  with  other 
creditable  public  buildings  ;  the  streets  are  wide  and 
dean;  and  the  inhabitants  appear  in  esLsy  circum* 
stances.  Like  all  other  parliam^tary  towns  in  France, 
IHjon  had  a  superior  society,  that  is,  a  better  informed 
and  more  liberal  society  than  is  usually  found  in  the 
provinces ;  it  had,  besides,  an  academy  of  sciences 
wdihe  belles  lettres;  and  many  distinguished  magis- 
trates and  learned  men  have  flourished  here.  The 
celebrated  wines  of  Burgundy  do  not  grow  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood  of  the  capital  of  Burgundy, 
where  the  soil  is  not  good  for  this  delicate  production ; 
it  is  on  the  Lyon's  road,  which  we  leave  here  to  the 
right,  that  the  celebnited  districts  of  Clos  VougeaU 
Mtrw,  Beaunt,  &c.,  are  situated. 

From  Dijon  to  Salins  you  traverse  a  fertile  country. 

Vol.  I.  € 


18  SALt-WORKS. 

without  any  local  beauty ;  but  already  affiifding  si 
view  of  the  Jura.  Auxonne,  on  the  road,  had,  and 
has  still,  I  believe,  a  military  school,  where  Buofta- 
J)arte  learnt  the  first  rudiments  of  the  art  in  which  Ite 
became  such  a  master.  Bread,  we  find,  is  at  12  sou* 
a  pound,  while  meat  sells  at  10  sous ;  a  disproportion 
which  marks  the  strong,  and^  at  present,  31-judged, 
preference  of  the  people  in  faydur  of  the  former  article 
of  food ;  notwithstanding  this  high  price  of  bread,  the 
number  of  beggars  is  much  diminished.  Labourers 
in  the  fields  are  very  numerous j  and  well  dressed.  ' 
Springs  of  water,  so  rare  in  France,  appear  more 
common  as  we  advance  nearer  the  mountains  ;'btft 
very  little  use  seems  to  be  made  of  them  for  the  bene- 
ficial purposes  of  irrigation.  Salins  is  picturesquely 
situated  at  the  foot  of  a  high  rock,  with  a  caStle  on  the 
top  of  it.  The  §alt-works  here  are  considerable ; 
30,000  pounds  weight  being  made  daily.  Tlie 
strongest  spring  yields  one-fourth  of  its  weight  j  and 
the  weakest  one-thirtieth :  the  latter  undergoing  na- 
tural evaporation  before  it  is  submitted  to  the  heat  Of 
fire.  No  attempt  has  yet  been  made  here  to  reach  the 
fountain's  head ;  that  is,  the  mine  of  fossil  salt*.  In 
England,  salt  mines  have  been  worked  since  the  year 
1670.    The  Swiss  are  supplied  with  salt  fVom  this 

♦  The  first  discoviery  of  the  sort  in  France  took  place  since  Wiltifig 
this,  that  is,  the  14th  of  May,  1619,  at  Vic,  in  the  department  of 
Meurthe,  where  the  probe  reached  six  distinct  strata  of  a  very  pure 
salt,  of  from  3  to  14  metres  in  thickness,  and  from  66  to  104  metres 
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HlbNQe^at  a  s^tod  price»  stipulated  by.  treaty  with  the 
M^m^ govenuneat^  it  beii]^. public  property. 

Qurlmidladyf.at  SaUiiai^  was  very  ooDuxmnicajtive 
about  her  grievances.  During  the  late  invaBioa  the 
9lik$,^B  she  Rjgnjfican^y  called  them,  haying  pxoyed 
op  bettor  ti^an  eapixmes^  two  Austrian  officers  .qv"^- 
tered^at  herrhou^e,  where  they  had  been  weU  at^endeicJL 
and  fiiisusbed.  with  every  ^ng  they..w^te449^  ^ 
fi»tifghty  had^  she  assorted,  at  their  departure,  cut 
kto  .i^e^f^  (4?^0  7^^  ^^  sw(»xls  her  ^  beds^ 
(one  (^  pink  satija),  soul  carried  off  silvef  ^fpcpos! .  M 
the  jfedress  she  could  obtain  by  an  appUcatipn  to  their 
^earal^  was  an  exemption  from  lod^ng  soldiers.  f(»r 
mvejf  weeks ;  ^and  these  were  people,  she  exclaimed, 
f^  iOain^  .aoKRigst  us  as  friends!  .  Friends  or  foes^ 
such  i»roceedings  were  unjustifiable  on  the  part  qf 
g^a^^men  wp  admitted.  But  your  fort  wafi^  firing  all 
A^ttoi^  i^eadded^  cm  these  fnends,  and  t^y  may 
utjpMsSoif  have  mtdlconstrued  sud^^  ap  act  into  a 
i^ection  of  tl^  proflEbr^d  friwdidBp  which  could  net 
urilbe  infciirtiiined  all  on  one  side.  1^.1;^other  of 
mt  kundkdy;  ^mililake  mwtr^dU,  topk  ^  eyilsi  of  war 
more  patiently  than  his  sister,  at)d  little  earing.aboi^ 
what  the  household  gods  had  suffemd,,  seemed  ^y  to 
grieve  at  his  being  no  longer  permitted  to  visit  in  the 

la  depth.  .Such.'  are,  ko^tver»  cither  the  want  of  industry,  or  the 
obstacles  of  j^i  intricate  administration,  that  no  use  has  yet  been  made 
of  this  treasure;  we  understand  ^at  a  similar  discovery  has  taken 
place  iH»r  th©  Pyrenees. 

C  » 
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'^ame  manner  thbi^e  of  his  foreign  neighliouffe  ;•  and  tA 
his  prospects  of  advancement  being  destroyed,'  and 
himsetf  dwindling  into  the  situation  of  inn-keepfeir  ^  at 
Saliris.  .  :  I  . 

'  On  leaving  this  place  we  began  immediatiely'  t<y 
ctemb  the  Jura,  and  continued  to  ascend,  at  intervale^; 
the  whole  day,  and  until  we  reached  Jougne ;  the  toad 
traversed  a  dark  forest  of  pines  of  great  extent,  aftd 
feaid  to  abound  with  large  game,  stags,  wild  boais; 
^c. ;  the  trees,  lofty  and  well  limbed,  are  now  firing^d 
bvBrwrith  new  shoots  of  the  most  vivid-green  ;'flite 
t)astures  are  alteatdy  covered  with  nunierous  hetds  ^ttf 
66ws,  gracing  between  large  patches  of  snow;^thfe 
higher  summits  are  entirely  white.  Great  (^tiiaritities 
xjf  cheese  are  made  here,  in  imitation  of '  Ghiy^re 
dieese.  •  .  .    v 

'•  Guf  J)ost-bpy  showed  us  the  spot  H^^ere,  twefiPp^ 
fivef  years  before,  late  in  the  night  on  ChriStihas  ev^l 
a  traveller,  whom  he  was  driving,  hai  meit  wi^  lu« 
y^th ;  this  unfortunate  dan  was  flying  frbmtSVanctsj 
during  the  tmgn  of  terror,  aobmpanied'  by  tuib  Itw© 
daughters^  hah^n^  a%hted  a  m^snient  frdn&ithelcair^ 
rifeige,4ie  Was  overi&ken  by  a  siidden  blast  of  rwind^ 
thro\1r*L  doWn  in  the  fenow,  and  aliriost  overHvhelitedr, 
extricated  with  difficulty  by  his  two  daughters,  and 
replaced  in  the  carriage,  he  died  of  cold  before  he 
could  reach  Jougne,  where  he  lies  buried.  Hi'^ 
daughters^  who  had  been  on  the  point  of  perisjiiifg 
with  him,  returned  to  Rheims,  whenoe  they  had  fled 
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Jbfi  load,  being  often  quite  obliterated  by  the  siujyr^  ia 
winter,  there  are  poles  planted  at  regular  distances  tp 
guide  travetters,  in  the  nianner  des^bed  by  Anunianu^ 
MaroeUinus,  fifteen  centuries  ago.  ;    ^ . 

,  Between  Fontarlier  and  Jougne  the  Chdtcau  de  Joux 
s^peaiB. among  rocks  on  the  right;  it  was  her^jthp 
)i(|fertunate  Taussaint  t'OmerturCy  treacherously  cairied 
aq^y  from  St  Domingcy  finished  his  days,  ^oine  ^ay 
^y  v^e^t  mefuis,  but  the  effect  of  such  a  climate  pi^ 
an  ib&ican  constitution  was  quite  sufficient  to  accoui)t 
^  hijS  4eatb ;  this,  however,  fioes  npt  clear  those  yf\ff^ 
cw^:ied  poor  Toussaint,  froxn  the  charge  of  murder. . . 
J  Ilie  inn  at  Jougne,  a.  very  tojl^rable  one,  built  of 
Mf)Qi^  with  a  projecting  gallery  and  roof,  has  ^eady 
9^  foreiign  }o(d;.  The  custom-house  established  here 
gives  no  trouble  to  travellers  going  to  Switzerland, 
JxuUt  is  otherwise  on.their  return.  If  this  prohibitipp 
^tbe:  j^oceeds  of  foreign  industry^  madp  witl^  a  vipw 
to  eqpqur^^  home  manu^^icture^,  could  be  ^pfprgei;^ 
M^Sipfimiis^  it  would  assuredly  defeat  its  pvirpose  ;  fc»- 
'fjlthough^  home  manu&^ures  inigbt  still  find  consus^ers 
ia  foreign  countries,  they  certainly  cpuld  npt  be  paid 

:  We  soon  perceived  a  diflference,  not  so  njuch  in  the 
ardiitecture  of  the  houses  as  in  their  cleanliness  and 
their  comforts^  The  countenances  of  the  people  we  also 
Jwcied  to  be  sonpiewhatdiflferent..  The  numerousSwiss 
.houses,  eighty  or  one  hundred  feet  square,  have,  al- 
ftw^b  vpry^laiy^  a  prodigiously  lofty  shingle  roof,  which 
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is  loaded  with  lai*ge  stones  to  pirevent  fits  being'blowii 
away  by  the' wind  f  suid  pttjgects,  in  flie  piazza  sMpe, 
bVer  an  outeide  gafi^ry  up  a  fl%1it  of  fftdfey  TMs  * 
properly  the  groimd  fick>ir,  or  ra^f  the  sriow  fibbr; 
fot  the  l6wer  floor,  iramparted  as  it  is  with  flte  W&od, 
and  btiried  iri  show,  Becomes  iii  winter  a  isort  of  dellar, 
where  the  provisions  are  ke^t,  "ted  whe^  the  faop^ 
are  housed.  A  large  door,  in  4he  centre  of^iEh^  h^SS^^ 
ing,  gives  entrance  to  the  various  faxming  carHageA 
and  ioapl^etrts, '  as  well  as  to  all  the  winter  IcJcMcff ; 
thus  thd  stable,  the  bam,  the  d'v^ellihg,  are^'imdis^ 
the  same  roof,  with  all  the  apparatus  of  hdme  mxAn^ 
fejctures,  carried  on  in  winter,  and  theilr  produce,  cheese 
aiid  "feicei,  butter  and  watches.  The  feihay  Have  ac- 
cess to  afl  parts  of  this  their  domestic  world,  Wi!h6ut 
ever  stepping' out  of  doors.  These  houses,  ^^fAMi  ^ 
single  fe'j)^fk  might' set  in  a  blaze)  and  all" feori'ef 
hoiiSe^  into  the  Canfon  de  Viud,  are  insuf6d  iimtaa% 
by  a  law.  The  acdduhts  kre  kept  by  gov€tomfi!nt,frfee 
frc«n  any  contingent  changes  of  administratiGal,'  krid  &e 
l^roj^ribtorS  of  houses  pay  no  premium,  but  oiiiy  thfeir 
tespedaVe  share  of  losses  by  fi^e^  l^e  hoii^' aif^ 
estimated  at  three-fourths  of  their  value  only,  and  ftte 
aggregate  bf  losses  is  equal  to  about  ^e^ri  a  thousand 
yearly.  '■        '   '  /         ''•  '       ■  "•  ^    ^   »-^  ••■ ;  •>  *'/'■.  . 

Soon  after  passing  the  frontiers  of  the  two  countries, 
the  view,  heretofore  bounded  by  riear  objects,  wobfts 
smd  pastures,  rpcks  and  snows,  op6ned  ^  at  orid^ 
upon  the 'Canton  de  Vaud,  andiipori'hsiff  Switzeriarid 
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a  v«8t  estent  of  undulatiqg  country^  tufted  woods  and 
fields,  and  silvery  streams  and  lakes;  villages  and 
towns,  with  their  antique  towers,  and  their  church 
s^ples  shining  in  the  sun*. 

The  lake  of  Neuchitel,  far  below  on  the  left,  and 
those  of  Moral  and  of  Bienne,  like  mirrors  set  in 
()fiep  firpmes,  contrasted  by  the  tranquillity  of  their 
Indd  surfaces,  with  the  dark  shades,  and  broken 
grounds  and  ridges  of  the  various  landscape.  '  Beyond 
thisviist  extent  of  country,  its  villages  and  towns, 
woods,  lakes,  and  mountains ;  beyond  all  terrestrial 
cbjects — ^beyond  the  horizon  itself,  rose  a  long  range 
of  aerial  forms  of  the  softest  pale  pmk  hue ;  these 
were  t)ie  high  Alps,  the  rampart  of  Italy,  from  Mont- 
fi3anc  ia  Savoy,  to  the  glaciers  of  the  Oberland,  aad 
ev/e»  farther.  Their  ax^le  of  elevation  seen  fix>m  this 
distance  is  very  small  indeed ;  faithfully  represertbd 
W  a  drawing  the  effect  would  be  insignificant,  but  the 
a^rii^  perspective  amply  restored  those  proportic»is 
lost  in  the  mathematical  perspective. 

The  human  mind  thirsts  after  immensity  and  im- 
mutability^  and  duration  without  bounds,  but  it  needs 
j9ome  tangible  object  as  a  poiot  of  rest  from  which  to 
t9ke  its  flight,  something  present  to  lead  to  futurity, 
something  bounded  from  whence  to  rise  to  the  infi- 
nite.   I^his  vault  of  the  heavens  over  our  heads,  sink- 


*  We  found  afterwards  they  were  partly  covered  or  their  roof 
(rimmed  with  tin  at  the  angles. 


ing  ail  terrestrial  objects  mto  absolUlie'  notMiftgtitessV 
npiight  seem  best  fitted  to  awakeii  th^  cresltive  power's' 
of  the  miiid;  Hxlt  mere  space^is  not' ^perceptible  c/b- 
ject  to  which  we  can  readily  apply  a  scale,  Whilb  the 
XipsV  seen  at  a' glahce  b^tw6eh  heaven  and  eetrth 
as  il  were  oti  ttie  confines  of  the'  regions  of  fancy'knd 
of  sober  reality,  aire  ther^  fike  written  charfewJters, 
traced  by  a  divine  hand,  suggesting  thoughts  such  is 
human  language  never  reached.  '       -  *'' 

Coming  down  the  Jura,  a  long  descent  brought  us 
to  what  appeared  a  plain,  but  which  proved  a  varied, 
ccjuritty  with  hills'  and  dales,  divided  into  lieat  en- 
cTosixres  of  hawthorn  in  fufl  bloom,  and  large  hedge- 
rbw  trees,  mostly  walnut,  oak,  and  ash ;  it  had  alto^ 
^ether  vi^iy  miiclfi  the  appearance  of  the  most  beautiftd 
ptos  of  Eriglmcli  ■  although  the  enclosures  werebh  a 
feirafier  scale,  and  cottages  less  neat  atid  omaDdfeiited*; 
thejf  differed  ehtirely  from  Prance,  where  the  dwellih^s 
iare  always  collected  in  villages,  the  fieMs  dU  'bpeta, 
and  without  trees.  Numerous  streains  of  the  bleatesi 
water  crossed  the  rpad,  and  Watered  Vety  flnei'niea- 
dowi  The  houses,  built  of  stbhes,  low,  bi*6aHi'killd 
mossy,' either'  thatched  or  c6vered  withhestvy  wobdesn 
'4iihgles,  and  shaded  with  magnificent  walniit^treesr, 
iiiight  iU'  havel  iumished  ^studies  to  an  artist,' '  but  the 
^Ip^roach  of  Yverdun,  at  the  head  of  the  l^e  of  Neriir 
ch4tel,  appeared,  disfigured  by  a  plantation  of  Lom- 
bardy  poplars,  in  a  wretched  sickly  state,  showing  the 
soil  to  be  unfriendly  to  their  growth,  while  a  grove  of 
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«fibhixii|li»<ti^/:liii^  I  believe,  ibetwcMi  ^  town 
tmd'tbe  -mJteft,  fmigltt  soggest  to  the  good  people  of 
Yveidtinwhajt^ort  of  treed  are  likely,  to  flouri^  wound 
tys^tdWn/-'  -..•..  j;: 

A^kour's  more  trawUiug  towards  the  le^:bxou^ 
u8to  the^endiofx)!]!:  joumoyfcnr  die  present,,  and  UK)der 
a  friendly  roof,  Where  we  were  expected  and  kindly 
weMbmedi    "••        >.  • 

GiEZ,  June  9. 

>  73ie  diain  of  the  Jura»  seen  at  a  distance,  presents 
abriuapmrnising  straight  linQ,.l)ut  its  beauties  of  detail 
am  ^ery  great.  .Jtisknpwn  to  l^aye  been  much  agi- 
tated hy  earthquakes  at  various  periods^  but  th^  deep 
chasms  and  rents,  and  shifting  of  immense  n^asses  i^ 
tbeiintenor,  bear  tfstisQKmy  to  &r  .nMghtie^  revoluticHis 
anterior  to  .all  historical  reoords.  ,,  :,.  «  .. 

. ;  Hmbit  has.  hot  rendered  the  Swiss  indifferent  to  the 
heautiof  lof  .thibhr.  mountains,  over  which  they  are  fond 
iOfifliakixig  excursions  in  summer,  either  on  foot  or  in 
alightLSort^dtcarriage^  called  cAar-^-danc,  consisting 
at/tiie  flexible  bars  on  four  whe^^  drawii  by  one 
boarBe ;  twx)  or  three  people  sit  upon  th^^  bars  side- 
iwkyB,^and  a  driver  in  front ;  the  seat  is  so  low>  that 
with  a:li^e  piBictice  you  ms^y  alight  at  pleasure,  add 
take)  jTour  seat  again  without  stopping  the  horse.  O^r 
friends  scarcely  allowed  a  fine  day  to  pass  without 
scffloa  mountain  expedition ;  but  no  task  is,  in  gexieral, 
more  discouragiqgly  unsucoessfril  than  picturescpe 


dtBcnptiooB^  aodl  .shall  yenture  (8i  a  few  only.  Q»t 
first  jaomt  wa^  to  Motiers-Travers,  a  pS»x».  i^ndQre^ 
fiunotts  by  the  lapidation  of  Jean  Jacques  Rooa^^ffL; 
havii^  reached  a  village  near  the  reservoir  of  tbp  Jrivfirj 
wh»e^  at  the  height,  of  .above  goe ,  thoitsapd  ^ht 
hundred  feet,  the  snow  was  not  yet  all  melted»  W9 
intended  to  sleep  at  the  only  inn  the  place  .affort^s.; 
and  being  shown  into  a  common  room  where  the  lan4- 
lord  sat  drinking  with  some  of  his  neighbours,  we 
asked  whether  we  could  have  another  room,  upon 
which  the  following  dialogue  ensued^-^''/^  not  iftt^ 
good  cTumgh  ?" — '*  It  may  be  good  enough^  butv^wkh 
for  a  room  to  ourselves,'' — '*  Then  you  may  go  further  jf 
you  please.'*  It  was  late  in  the  ev^iing,  and  night  at 
hand,  yet,  as  it  was  very  fine^  we  determined  not  to 
let  our  pride  yield  to  that  of  <his^  republican  piibhcan^, 
and  taking  a  guide,  we  proceeded  to  St  Ooix,  a  msxe 
civilized  village ;  where,  after  a  walk  of  three  hours^  we 
^arrived  at  eleven  o'dock  at  night,  and  found  good  ac- 
commodations. Next  day  we  pursued  our  way  tiuou^ 
a  very  beautiM  mountain  country  to  Motiers^ftwsfM, 
in  iheyahiTf^verSy  where  Rousseau's  house  is  sbofwn, 
and  the' desk  against  the  wall,  where  he  warote  bond- 
ing, and  the  two  pe^ing-holes,  in  a  sort  of  wooden 
gaJlery  up  stairs,  through  which^hecouldf  unperoeived, 
watch  people  out  of  doors*      Some  old  inhabitantB 

*  The  inhabitauts  of  this  partx>f  Jura,  although  so  Ibtid  of  6<pntity« 
stfetluously  gpposed  the  gepatttion  ikom  B^rnc. 
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MttMuMf  tte  phfldsApiiMr,  (it  is  now  tBCMiiaui  fifty 
years  since  he  wna  here ;)  they  admit  th^pe  wei^  a 
f&n  t^xxKA  iBEStmx  ixY&ati  or  thb  hoOM/by  boys  in 
die  viSt^imfi  Question  whettorll  wad  on  accoutit  of 
his  writing,  Ci^LMn^dcJa  M^niiign&J,  and  mAer 
suppoefr  ihfff  wbire  instigated  by  his  ffaffcem^nl^ 
whd'Was  tiled  c^the  plaoe  and  wislied  to  disgust  him 
irithi*: 

The  iiihabitants»  husbandmen,  and  shepfaenls,  in 
tfie  summer  season^  make  clocks^  and  weave  koe 
during  the  whiter  season.  "The  iMum  of  peace  has 
{tat*  an  end,  it  is  ndt  easy  to  see  how»  to  the  dmomnd 
for  these  artidee ;  tind  two  successive  coU  and  niny 
seascxfe  having  destroyed  the  crops,  all  means  dfanb* 
'sistence  have  fidkd  at  once.  The  parish  funds  (I 
AxSi  «Mb  in  another  place  vAat  tey  oonaist  in) 
profile  inadequate  tb  such  an:em€pqgency,  tfaese.poor 
people,  dUt'oP  dll  patienee  wUb  -their  eiloation;  and 
evetif lltelr^eeumry,  tkmk of  emigrating to^Bolandand 
fti'ibt^  Tainted  States,  ^kipaie  of /them  learning  we 
<ttlae  froitf'the  hoter  country,  consulted  us :  we  could 
ii0t)mMiirageHliose  who  have  naeapital  at  ali  either 
fb  psty  fcnr  iMr  passage,  or  to  befpn  an  eatahKaitnentv 
tb'emigrMe  tot  Anierica }  and  ratfa^advisedlkose  who 
liad,<%S  waii  ttt!  hti^m^  fbi"  a  dhaage  of  ciMttnabnoea, 
itlUdi  <!iannot^^l  to  tak^  ptacfe  iii4ui^  «ime ;  th^  «fil, 
as  £str  as  trade  goes,  working  its  own  remedy.  < 

The*  V8^^Trav^  is^  bverlbdbed  on  one  idde  •  by  the 
CriBuX'du-Vdn,   a  i^ite  weli  lieserviiig  a  (fesCMption. 
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'MusiJum  fiflrms  here  ^m^ftsmm,  &igf^(pnsoa 
of  wbwh  seemsjto  bavi&  been  sooqpe^  oi|t,  qj:  toJia^y^ 
sunk  indK)  ibjd.eaxihi  ixk  a  3envi-circii(lp.r  hcH^rshoi^^pe^ 
I  found .  the  iciri:!]U]]9ferQnGe  of  tibia  pi:<xjijig4c»;^$; '  ^qte 
xsK^tenredi  by^waUoog  all.  roimd^^ialQiig  the  edg^  c^ 
th^.^pfecipioe>  to  be  upwards  of  i^ne  tho^sg^d  feat 
(two  ;ih<»isaud  eight,  huacked'  and  -.  thirty-thf pq  greeifr 
steps),  and  the  depth  nearly  eight  hundred  feet;  lat  ^ 
place- miiere  I  could  .con^feniently  throw  a;$fcone,  which 
wafi  saveQ  seconds  ih  felling  from  the  top  to  the  bcAi 
tool.  xHeai"  the  entraiice  the  d^pth  is  inuohgre^teily 
^HTobaMy  three  times,  for  it  readies  doi^imtQ the: Y#fg(f 
What  an  aAaidiitheatre  the  Bomaos  xnightjhfiye  j;ip^ 
there  »fbr.th0i  whole  jwipire  to  sit  at  ease  in^  andii^e^ 
Iweiaty  Jthoiraand  gladiators  of  :a .  side  coatending  ftar 
their  bloody^ trophies ;  their  shrieks  would  hare  Qcme 
rat  the  "^13  gf  die;.sp6d*atofB  like  the  crash  of  ;thutide^» 
foc:there;iDe^ier  was  su^  an  echo  iU:  ^e  ]97pr^;,  th^ 
JScing.  of  a  gan^  we  had.brought  on  purpQ9e^.|)r{)dijK)ed 
fls  Q^fecfc  quite  teirific,  £iq>eated^\Mith.singii^r  variety 
hndfaraeialli  roinidthe  circumlerence.  during  getVij^al 
mikiut^y  likeia^-d6*/fo,  car  the  succ^give.  discfeajra© 
^faaMeries.oC eannon*  An  uiiludty , botwl^sti:  in  purt- 
^widt  of  some  mre  plant,  was  kiUed  here  a  feis^.i^onthK 
,a^(';)3^rhad yantuir^d  too  far  (w.a  prpject^ng poimi, 
,1rhich  g9.ve.way  under  hfln,  a»d  b^  fell  <fow»  tO  ^ 
bottom,        :       r   .  ,    ^  .;    , .  ... 

Onbujr  reti«m,.we/di)seir!vred  on  titie,soulfe  sl^gpe  of 
tbe^^iira,  abgve  the.viU^e  of  Provence,  fititl|?i.he|g^ 
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€f  one  ttmisand  fi^e  hundred,  or  two  thomaiid,  feet 
above  the  lake  of  NeuchAtel,  several  large  blockg  of 
granite,  two  of  wMch  had  each  more  than  twenty  stepB 
in  oironmfermce,  lying  loose  on  the  sur&ee  of  the 
earth,  llie  Jura  is  wholly  calcareous,  9nd  this  granite 
is  precisely  that  of  the  high  Alps,  on  the  ctiher  side 
c^  Switzerland.  The  whole  chain  of  the  Jura,  tliat  is, 
all  the  south-east  slope,  is  strewed  over  with  such 
blocks  of  granite  and  of  gneiss,  from  its  base  ataeiost 
to  its  summit.  It  is  a  very  curious  &ct,  whidi  I  shall 
have  occasion  to  mention  again.  The  view  owr 
Swkzerland,  in  descending  the  Jura  above  Provenne, 
18  magnificent,  and  much  superior  to  the  one  alreadif 
described  on  entering  Switzerland  by  Jougnt.  :> 
One  of  the  most  beaotiftil  parts  of  die  Jura  is  that 
where  the  dent-de-vaulion  is  situated  with  ttie^solinie 
oFthe  Orbe  and  its  falls.  We  set  out  early'  on^a  fiae 
BKiming  to  visit  it,  said  our  chars-^-banc  reached,  tte 
village,  of  Ballaigne  in^  five  hours,  sixippivg  intlie  Hmy 
attiie;  Qr0th  auxfies,  a  cavern;  from  th»  mcmtbof 
whioh,^  frott  a  balcony,  at  an  upper  Mnbdow,  yoa 
Vxk  d0«!fn  some  luindr6ds.of  feet  on  lite  torreilt  of  Ite 
J  Ovbe^  an  its  d»ep  bed  of  xocks  and  woody  .^eoipiees. 
Leavitag  ouir  equipages  at  Ballaigne,  and  taking  a 
guide,  ii'e  proceeded  to  the  falls  of  theOrbje^lhrpugh 
ahaiiging  wood  of  fine  old  oaks,  and  caime,  stftera 
Iteig  descent,  to  a.|daoe  where  the  Orbeibreaks  through 
a  great  mass  of  rains,.  ii4iidi,  at  some  very  remote 
period,  fell  fitxn  the  mountain^,  and^entirely  obstruiabed 


m^ite»  hftving  long  sii^ce  disiOTieafed,  th^g.^atftriifoi^ 
its : way,  witto  ^eafr-  rtoise'-  aaad'  S4iy;  b^wi^tt  Ae 
li(fgto  fra^ente^  and fajQa^ s^bgve  thehi^t lof  csighty 
;ftW  i|i the  t«y,bestT*tyte ;  i&d .Woc^iJB^   ofliifflft 

lip  iiio^t.;strang€iyrjatQ]3^  tfabir  asiglefir-fin 

(^uilibiwm  Oil)  a;  ppii*!^  of  fOTtmiig  perilovis  bfiagw, 
lafvw  whkdtf  yoii  mayf  wiib  proper  preoautioii,  |»dr:  yow 
;iray  fotfeie  othi^t side;.  Tfae^  qpiairy  ftom  wj^cfa  the 
muAemiB  oftte  bridge  came  ib  jrast  above,  yeur  head, 
aaol  the  tokiercii  are  still  ^t  ymik  ;,.atr»  wiater»  fimt, 
^ra^^lt,  affiid  time.  The^  skraia  of  Hme^MiiiiB  are  evi- 
dently bxcstddBg/doMrnt'dmir^^  rents  aare  widennag, 
mad  emsrmaa^  maf69es  loosimied  from  tiie  moimtaiii, 
md  suspieiidiad  loElftheir  precarious  baises,  seem  only 
3iiriidtii]g)fbh&e:last^K»i;  of  tUe  great  lever  of  nature 
tei'  takd  Iter  horrid  leap,  and  bury  under  sonieJiundiBd 
leetfif  nevwdhaiatic  ruins  the  trees,  the  v^rdantJatm, 
and-^QMTsdf,  wbo  ajne  looking  on  and  foi'etidliiig  the 
eatastropha  HSm  shifting  of  tiie  scene  wifi  n^w  be 
property  retasded,^  laid  handed  down  to  poste^ty, 
widiafl the  attending dbrcumstancbs^  and tiie tragie^ 
episode  of  the  spectator  swallowed  up,'  will  h»re  a 
Tcary  happy  hSdct.  At  the  foot  of  these  rodiLS^  uhdlsr 
the  thick  diade  of  the  trees,  a  mossy  caipet  uoder  oar 
feet,  in  &11  view  of  the  foam,  and  &U  hearing  (tf  tile 
'Toar,  we  spread  the  stores,  kindly  iNrovided  for  our 
entertainment,  a  well-seasoned  veal  pie,  a  boeuf^i^la- 


]iK4e,  plmty  of  the  bdM  vm  du  pays,  and  ereii  a  des- 
stft^iitmwlMrri^) ;  a  fire  was  lit  with  dry  slides  to 
ttakeoeAte;  a&d  the  cheeifiit  blasse  added  to  thepkau 
wrabto'fedii^of  thesee&e.  We  left  it  at  iaM  re- 
tactuufy,  $g^  after  knigdinibiiig,  rbgained  Bsllaigne^ 
allele  the  teast  acCive  of  the  party  meimtiiigdMir 
^haNi^anc,  went  home,  while  we  pffoceeded  towards 
the  dMtt^-^utkm,  at  the  bas6  of  Whidi  we  arri^^  in 
tw<»  hoyis,  and  iti  two  boors  more  readied  the  summit, 
^Aidi-  is  'four '  thoui^^tiid  four  hundred  and  seventynyK 
feet  above  the  sea,  suid  three  thousand  three  banAmi 
aad  fefty^wo  feet  kbtinre  the  lake  Of  Geneva  t  (}ur  pMh 
lay  orer  a  smooth  hlwn,  suffioiefitly  sleep  to  Inake  it 
dificulbto  clisib.  At  the  top  we  found  a  sharp  iMga, 
not  iDMe  thaft  one  bondred  yardft  wide.  Hie  «mtfa 
view,  a  most  magliifioent  one,  waa  ubftMaafelytoo 
jike  this  one  at  oar  ^mtmnce  inco»  Switserlaiid  tc^bear 
a  second  deseripti<Hi;  ahhoi^h  it  might  be  seen  a  kan- 
dred  times  with  the  same  delight  as  the'firift ;  a  proof, 
if  aay^  was  watiting,  ctf  the  inadequaioy  of  langos^e  for 
piittitfesqae  pttrposes;  At  this  late  hoi;ur,  bd«re«^, 
alUBwilzeilMid  waiS  enveloped  in  evetni^  Shades;  aiid 
tb^aui^  fOmady  IwrrandiBtetoqitc^  bjf  tte  diain^of 
the^iuia,  onriliB  Uip  of  wbidi  we  atood/glahcsd  over 
tim  whole  lower  countiy  mthout  toadiiz^  itjand  oca* 
eentarated  ito  krat  rays  on  the  snows  of  the'  M^Aij^y 
mm  reg|>lendeiit  itiasa  I  ever  yet' had  ^eea^  iSiem. 
13ie'vaBt  extetot  of:  sober  grey,  over  the  ithcife  inter- 
v^di^  laiKlseape^  added  mudi  to  the  iknptessioh  of 
immensity. 


appj^oadiod  without  teo^oi?,  beipg  ateMAtv.fMrsfWf^ 

©afcar ;  .jcr^wliog*  th^rttfof^^  :0»;  pur  hfl»ds  .is^' fcft^ 

.WP  j^tiwed  ia this  «iod^  attitude  to  Iwkouti o£tl» 

^ w^dow  at  the  rhundr^^and  ^tieth  atory,^  IfAsskii^v^b 

<tows«od  .feet)»  wd;§«?  I^hait  waa  doiog  in  the  lito^c*^.; 

Jlt^r4^of.<^ttleii:v-tl]be^;4jyp^  were  gr^fzii^^ 

ftbe  jB:^daBt ,  la^fli  of  9.  narrow  vale,  oa  the  otlMi  sid^ 

^fiC  Wbi*. :]a  9>oii¥4^>  overgrown  with  ;d?iric|^iwjfih 

,ij3pj^pd;4fee  t^puit^     ,of  Frapfte-    JFwg»e,  and  tl^ 

TQitd  l^  whit^:  we  had  entered  jSwit^arland^  f<maed;ft 

ffigTZRg  lio^  b^weeo  the  moiHitains.     Towe^dg  th? 

j]W39St*i  iVe  saw  a ,  pieo^  iof  water  j,  whidi  ai^ciar^  lilo 

1^  aipi?^  fi^^pond :    it  was  the  lake  ^  ipf  JonCj^  :  jWTQ 

itoa^i^^in  l^gth  and  half  a  league.in  breadth;  we 

WCTe  to  Iwk  for  cwr  ni^faiodgings  in  thotviUagp  0p 

ita^^Dianksw,   At  »an-get»we  began,  to  desomd  or;^ 

dpitrn  the.  smooth  pasture  grounds,  scarcdy  able  to 

.litop  (wrsdv/^B,  aisKl  reached  the  lake  in  lesSf  than  a 

q^a;ig§r:<^  the  tjaie  we  had  axiplciyedin  gpiu^  ij^. 

TbQ,^if^raaph;totbeidii.was  imp<^4^by  a  cau^emost 

distr^smng  to  th^  ii^abitents-rnthe  /gmdual  jrisdisg  of 

;the  w&tecs.  (^  the  lake,  whibhas  now  ten  ieet.abote 

ite  usually  permanent  level.    This.  lake,  receives  the 

waters  of  the  surrounding  hei^its,  wi^vyut  alny  odier 

outlet  than  certain  fissures  in  the'rock^  called  the  ai^ 

toanoufs,  through  whidi.the  wal«r  iri^shes^^K^th  gro^t 

violence :  these  q>eniDgs>  from  some  internal  obstnicf- 

,  tion,  are  no  longer  able  to  carry  off  all  the  watem,  and, 

in  consequence,  much  of  the  adjacent  fields,  as  w^^ 
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mtfM^Am  tikige,  «»  isibdated:  tfe  simfc  ai> 
wliiit  ImffprnmAin  the  siaHMntk  onhify,  and  the  in* 
laachiioa  lasted  fifty  yems :  we  lalept,  however,  irery 
oomfortably  on  the  verge  of  this  deluge,  and  very 
Md]r'iil.the.moniitig  got^  into  a  boat  to  jcrosslhe  lake, 
tli^MMmofars  lay  in  our  way,  marked  by  the  ri)[)plixig 

tecMI^  JbnmdMdr  yards  in1tkibkneas,at  the  endiif 
tJM^iJbkip,  alone  confinesrits  watdrs;  a  tunnel  of  no 
grej^ilmgtb  w6i2]id  mt  wly  pnsvent  a  dangerdris  hi^ 
(SMiia'Of  Ibe  water,  but  tiie  laker  >tnighlb /be  drained 
^itffg^^i  fleeting  aO'  ektensite  plain^ofHclribYeLlanKl 
iwte^oliiit  :4bQUt  two'^lea^wtf  fetttfer,  but  only 
4i)9f|t im^yeqi  Jtovdred  pfi^rpenftiieutor  ftet  kJwer  down, 
j^^iiv^T'Orbp^  )^hii;h  we  had  rsi^n  4tae  day  brfore 
iS^fip»p:|g^^i^.a  beffutii'd^  bttrsts  oafftdl^giown 

$qf^.tl}0f(^2irth^  or  n^h  fi^oqi  thebas^e  of  a  stupend- 
OP  f^^  off  roc^^  and,  no  doubt;  a^  the  IdWer  extre^ 
94iy  of  .the^itpafoirs  o£  tibelake  de  Joux,  by  a  sue- 
oessifHi  of  )Such/paveFn^  as  ^re  so  common  in  calear 
nfqf^^ifpff^.  !%[«. water*. runs  put  here  wiA  great 
jfi^itj[/V(mu||i^](  cleur,  and  fills  a  channel  tvfelve  or 
fiftf  Wi^e^^wJ^i  Wid  fi?nr  feet  <teep,  lined  with  moss  of 
i^  «i0#tiV^Yid  greOTi ;  it  tu^ns.  the  wheel,  of  a.  forge, 
whf^^  Wjie,  stf^CMsda  few  mh^€fs.  to  gaze  at  the  glowing 
Vfffff^ofmxi  yielding,  with  su^hease  to  the  blows 
o^^onsirffis  han^memEi  moving  w^th  incessant  fury. 
1]pe  Odpe^j^e  festilizes  a  valley  of  gr^  beauty^  and 
giYi3  its  limine  to  the  ^ique  town  of  t\ie  same  naina» 
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situatoi  atiito  Sx/tidSi^mJmai.    iMbe  md^  R«|i«i 

vemains  of  the  taiite  and  povrer  dS  ^  wkaaMm  xtf 
the  wortd. 

Bejfore  o^nii^  to  it,  we  passed  by  tbe  diiliewt  dT 
iiej  C2i^es>  of  tragic  memotj.  During  tk*  atrooidiii 
urafs  df  Il»  ^tontb  csiftury;  mbea  exeraiicffiidri  8|ill 
as  zmicb  blood  as  soldifens,  thi^  SWits  took  (M>6 1^ 
assdiult,  aftctr  an  obstinate  ussiiMuniee;  tbe  gatriMtf 
fought^  says  Ebel,  on  the  stairs,  m  ihe  paxsages^  itt 
tilie  gr^t  haU,  in  tlm  girr^ts,  and  ob  the  batttessMits^ 
Ml  remnaiil  of  th^m  stilt  h(^  out  te  fbe  main  tcn^ 
wfaidi  Ae  Swiss  haying  fdi^ed  cUk(«et  fire  i&,  ibM 
stiH  pursnmg  the  <^3^^y  ati^lgt  t^  Saoaiefi,  fdl  IhdM 
toki^  aiive  were  throvra  over  the  Wall.  The  Swiss 
next  marched  agaii^t  Les  Clites,  an  important  pladft 
commanding  the  defiOle  towards  France ;  some  oeka^ 
sailors  t)f  Berne  and  FVibonrg  having  M^ly  beati  pitt 
to  desith  fiiere,  by  orders  of  Count  Hcwtooht,  no  ineity 
was  expect^;  the ctommahdeir,  Pl^re  de  Cosilbtine^, 
set  fire  to  the  town,  which  ciD«ld  fiot  be  dd^ndM,  Md 
threw  himself  inio  the  casfle,  whi<ih  having  sooii 
been  carried  by  assatdt,  he  and  all  those  who  h£Ld 
any  ^are  in  the  death  of  the  couns^oiB  perished  -on 
the  scaffcM.  It  was  at  Orbe  that  Bmnehaut,  queen 
of  the  Franks,  was  betrayed,  in  613,  mto  the  handil 
of  Clotaire  II.,  who  put  her  to  death ;  and  there,*fflce^ 
wise,  that  the  three  sons  of  CJharlemagne  inet,  in  8M, 
to  divide  his  va^  empire.     Such  historical  recoBeo- 
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adimnditolitt  facUuroiqtte  tfltol  of 
the  little  town  of  Oibe,  built  on  m  insuhited  MH,  of 
itetowBUk  aid  wxlb»  tamoes  andokiliainMi,  teen 
athwait  the  sky.  A  bold  arcb  tfarom  anoM  lb» 
toiMBt  letdB  lido  the  tomL 

MeadoirB  watered,  as  moat  of  tbem  aM  in  tUi 
aqka-  cf  apringa,  am  mowed  throe  taaeB  a  year^ 
mibaat  tfae  auMiatanoe  of  any  nuauiie^  and  neediuA 
aiar  be  ]rioii^Ml  up  aad  renewed.  Sudb  land  as  is 
aot  wMha  madi  of  water  beait  grain  and  aitificifll 
gtfuaes ;  or  if  on  a  slope  exposed  to  die  aun^  it  is 
j^hated  mkik  tines;  the  worst  sitoationi  an  left  is 
waod.  Hi^c^as  in  Franoe,  anUe  kod  iin  &Uow 
eiiBry thirds fourdi^ or fiftti year;  die cooraes are, tot» 
ikugfaing  for  wheats  three  or  &ur  times  in  one  year, 
ladHut  a  crqp;  second,  a  crop  of  wbaat  the  nest 
]l«£^w^iGh  returns  g«erally  five  and  a  half  fisrone; 
%iid^  favkf .;  fourth,  espsoael  (wiinfoin)  vs  Mine 
gtfamr  mttifirial  grass ;  .then  pfaug^ung  again  Jbrwheet* 
wttfaoBt  atfqfi.  The  turnip  andsheep  system  is  said 
aottojittsnerhes^  Aoowcvilhe  Jura  yielda.inihe 
SBiamer  season,  upon  an  arerage^  six  measuns  of 
nalkdaify,  weig^n^g  eadiduee  pounds,  of  serenteea 
omnes. 

The  fenerol  appearanoe  of  the  oountry  is  very 
ifoody^  owing  to  the  gieat  amnber  of  wahuit-tseeB, 
i^Uch  ^row  to  an  isupense  sixe;  evwy  village,  femu 
house,  ^aadgeittl^nan'fl  residence,  is  sunoufidad  with 
them;  yea traifel undn:  their  shade»  and  woods,  or 
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.  M  mosoitainoiis  bountriefir  yiAi  £ri^eii%:  mesfc  wiihf 
mbabkaots  where  you  woikld  desist  expect  tbenurilA^ 
few  days  ago,  we  were  condnetedttd.abeiaiAiM  ifvtar«^ 
ftH.  at:  the  foot  of  the  Jura.  Tbev&te^  fiitiiiwMch 
9M0]|tds  t&ikadi  top  of  the  :water-&12,  qaptuMtiiig;  aodispB 
^ttiofim^  of  ei^tifaundredof  a^c^aBand  fiiet^  atr 
Si acNiiiafl riatural . Iai)ding^ip3aic^»^ scooped  cHft  of  rtlie^ 
^rp^otdicAlar  rfam^  of  tte  imowtak);,!  vmid  ife^^ 
lavd  pusee  <of(gibi2iid  pf  tw  or  twelve^aores,  fieaj%, 
tticotnpassed  bjr  stupendous ..tock^.  Thi3,.beautifi^[ 
gpreemi  nook  waa  wateised'byi  a  stream^eold  a^the 
sAows  >i«rheiic&  iticame^  and  fonsdaig  the.^dascada 
bdow;  maiiy  goets^  thejonly  grazing  animal  wioi^ 
QGttid  niisell  find  its  way  here,  ranging  at  liberty  ainoiig 
Ijie  rodis.iwere  climbing  Up.  to  every  attainafale/blade 
ofi  grass;  and  uioder  the  shade  of  sopie/ cqpfre^ding. 
trees' we  disGovered  ax9Q%ge>  where  the  .sole  pnDiaii^' 
tier  of  tMsseclqdeddamaiiiitiesidea  with  Ma:  &mily.« 
llieyi^pear  to  live  in  ipatriardbal  jdi^y  onrtbeiikiiik: 
of  flieu?  goats,  and  on:  the  potatoes,  andieven  oom^ 
nhidi  they  raises  j^T'^e-  lialh!:teadingito.  this  iaetSaii 
residence  only  rests,  in  some  places,  on  sticks  driven; 
i^. fissures,  of  the  rdck,)  and;  on  tTpp&  grcwijig  out; of 
Ijiese.-sanle . fisoupes";  whatiit jsiust  be  inf wiEter  umj^ 
ewily  be?:iinagi»ed:  ryefe  thi^eipeopde  make  jaotlu% 
of :  wtambling  up  and  dosm  their  fouhroore  flitgto  o£ 

stairs  ab  all  iSeagona'^   The  estate:  hasy  »©/  dcmbt^ 
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^inibb  fiuaoily  manj  oeiiturie8»  «faftaJled-oii 
tliem,  as  it  Wew,  by  natii»;  finr  S^  would  think  of 
iHiying,  efv^  if  they  were  wiUing  to  sell?  When  lb- 
xmpk  intaders  ravaged  Switzerland,  in  the  Mh»  the 
teMh,  iriid  tbe  eighteenth  oentories,  this  privileged 
istaAy  at  a  miiftite'e  warning  mi^  have  labde  ihmr 
myima  iB^wfimhle,  just  by  ki<Aang  awiy  the  laddei^o 
9td  fyom  their  lofty  battLements  might  haTe  defied 
either  Attila  or  Reubel. 

Hie  eelebrated  ediool  of  Pestalozziv  at  Yyefdun^*  is 
yisited  by  most  travelfera  through  Switsechaid:  harmg 
beto  inti'odueed  to  the  v^terable  founder^  he  fistyonred 
ine  with  an  acoount  of  his  m^sthod  of  instruction ;  I  was 
preigtentat  some  of  the  lemons,  and  Itaving  t&aeweA 
my  inquiries  during  a  subsequ^it  yidit,  i  shall.now 
gire  a  connected  view  ci  thdr  result;  .  "Hief  wtele  life 
of  Pedtalozzi  has  been  devoted  to  usefulness,  but  in 
eiideayourii^  to  promote  the  wd&re  of  mankind;  his 
own  was  always  out  ofrthe  question.  -  ^is  apostofieal 
poverty  and  stmplieity,  the  hcnidineMs.of  his  appear- 
ance, and,  above  all,  his  obscure  nand  perplexed 
elocuticm,  bad  neVer  reieammended  his  active  and 
enCTgetic  virtues  to  the  notice  of  the  world,  if  public 
calamities  had  not  called  them  forth  into  action  on  a 
conspicuous  stage.  The  bloody  9th  of  September, 
1798,  having  left  many  children  of  Underwalden 
fetlhefless*,  Pestalozzi  collected  at  Stantz  about  eighty 

•Chap.  ^^^  VoL  II.: 
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of  tbetti^  dsBttete  orphans,  and  iMdfeitobk  to  |Mmds 
ftir  tlimr  wants  of  body  md  Boind;  but  the  house  he 
eoeupied  having  beien  soon  taken  away  frofff  him,  for 
a  iliilitarsr  hospital  he  faady  with  kis  adopted  fuaiky, 
toF  86^  shelter  eUewkcre.  Berne  pfotkled  him  with 
anoihot  house,  and  made  him  liberal  offers,  but  itt 
the  year  1804  he  finally  settled  at  Yverdun,  where  an 
afldent  oastle  was  appixqpriated  to  the  use  of  Ue 
school. 

HbB  great  aim  of  Mr,  Pestalozsi  wi»  to  mali^  his 
pHpib  coBrtraol  the  isot^Qces  thmiselTes,  as  fiur  as 
Oey  wdre  aUe,  fir^sl  exciting  a  spirit  of  inqmry 
among  ibem^  by  conversations  properly  directed,  by 
te  diadosum  of  carious  firsts  connected  with  thes0 
sdeneea,  and  then  leaving  them  to  pursue  the  object 
fcr  some  time,  without  ie»sistaj9ce  and  in  their  own 
way,  b^bre  suggesting  any  of  those  artificial  rules, 
vrincb,  at  tin  same  time  that  they  almost  medianicatty 
iKifitabe  the  progress  of  the  pui»l  towards  any  p»^ 
tkadar  science,  leave  him  in  ignorance  vrith  regard  to 
hfl  mticnale,  aoid  do  not  improve  his  mental  fitculties 
ht  general^.    The  sdbool  being  only  preparatory,  and 


*  In  order  to  convey  a  positive,  instead  of  an  abstract,  idea  of 
numbers  to  the  mind  of  his  pupils,  Mr.  Pestaloszi  used  small  cubes 
ordiite,  one  of  them  repreaenting  a  nnit«  Any  child  might  retain  k 
di&tinct  idea  of  a  group  of  three  units — ^for  instance,  of  four  or  fiv^ ; 
then  of  several  of  these  groups;  and,  by  that  means,  of  a  considerable 
sum  of  units,  added  up  and  multiplied  without  the  help  of  figures. 
Something  of  this  sort  most  probably  takes  place  in  the  mind  of  those 
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Ivpiiliib  uftdtfrlblfUieiiyeaiBof  age,  intended  after* 
mxdB  for  higlier»  or  U  least  more  special,  scboob,  or 
tobe  MiU into  the 'vnMid  to  earn  tbeir  bre^ 
tbe  olgect  was  less  to  teaeh»  than  to  prepare  1i» 
pupils  to  be  t«ii^  to  give  tbem  the  ready  use  of 
tlmr  tools;  and  considering  how  little,  before  this  age, 
flinkbea  really  learn,  it  may  readily  be  admitted,  that 
irhatover  ought  be  gained  by  this  method,  at  least  no 
time  was  lost*  MJr.  Pestalososi  thinks  that  public 
edocation  is  but  an  iaferior  substitute  for  domestic 
sduoatioD*  and  that  the  former  is  good  only  inpK>pot' 
tbn  aa  it  resembles  the  latter:  the^efore^  he  deems 
mutual  love  and  oemfidenoe  between  mast«  and  pupil 
ladispensafaie  to  secure  a  fiiTourable  residt.  Wishing 
to  ascertain  how  fiur  practice  i^reed  with  theory,  I 
kave  not  only  assisted  at  some  of  the  lessons,  but  I 
have  examined  several  of  the  pupils,  respectipg  the 
fort  of  intercourse  they  have  with  the  masters,  wad 
Ae  emi^oyment  of  their  time  from  morning  to  ni^t» 
and  set  it  aU  down  under  their  eyes.  Hie  result  of 
ikese  inquiries  is,  that  the  mode  of  teaching  is  in  &ct 
very  littte  different  from  what  it  is  m  othw  schools; 
the  masters  teach  aritlmietic  geography,  geometry^ 
ire,,  from  dementary  books,  that  is,  dictate  to  the 

wBo  have  tbe  faculty  of  calculating  without  figures,  as  was  the  case 
with  an  American  boy  some  years  ago ;  and  such,  again,  may  have 
been  the  menial  process  of  Philidor  playing  chess,  and  even  two  or 
three  games  at  the  same  time,  without  seeing  the  boards :  he  used  ta 
say  he  saw  the  pieces  and  their  changes  of  fosition : — ^hc  had  them  in 
bis  mfad's  eye. 
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pupa  his  mode  of  proceediflg,  aiid  sis  to  t&be'and  cm- 
fidence,  Mr^JPestalozzi  is  himself  noW  tod  bid  to  haVe 
ttiuch  (^ttversatioii'  l?tit*i  'his^  ptipils,  and  the  ma^ster* 
tinder  him  see  thetti  at  the^hotirs  of  infefeructioii  only, 
and  love  them  about  as  much  as  in  other  'Sclibols; 
masters  do  love  their  s(5hjolars,  aiid  no  -more;  Atii 
talockes  prh^  tikis  wai^  the  exp^^ession  one  of  tlie 
piupfl^  used;  excepting  a  box ^on  the  bar  oocasidnallyi 
there  is  'nothing  very  paterttal  in  their  iritercottifte  Wltil 
the  pupils  ;•  and  once  thfe  master  for  r^igiou*  inStni^ 
tion,  in  an  -angry  moment,  as  I  Was  -  told>  burst  <«ie'<3f 
the  desks  with  a  bloW  of  his  fist: ^" </'««<•  Jeatt  eetk 
potffT  unmaitre  de  re/igfo/C\  oteerved  my  informant; 
an  intMligttot  boy,  ^^ho,  however,  had  ho^slikie  to 
the  sdio©l;f  iior  iany  wish  to  leave  it.        r  r   or 

There  are  several  other  minor  schoofef  at  Yverdun; 
all  a£fs6ts  of  the  fir$t,  and  all  better  than  thiapamitt 
school,  because  they  are  new  arid  the  makers  have 
thoir  re][)utation  to  establish.  Each  of  them  professes 
the  general  principles  of  Mr.  P^staldzzi;  which  are 
Very  good  in  themselves  certainly,  but  require,  lA 
practice,  a  great  deal  of  zeal  and  attention,  not  W  be 
expected  fr(«n  any  but  parents,  and  not  always  frgto 
them-  Mr.  Pestalozzi  has  shewn  himself  capable  df 
this  devotedness  and  constancy,  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  I  apx  assured  was  very  successful ;  but  he  stapds 
alone,  ^and  a  system,  founded  on  personal  qualities  so 
rarely  possessed,  may  well  be  deemed  visionary :  yet 
it  is  by  aiming  at  the  highest  degree  of  perfeation 


that  inimor  degMM  aM  obuined,  and.tliift  astdbUdl' 
menthas  undoobtenfly  givm*  a  fitvouiable  itt^pidse  to 
JHfacatioii  ait  Yverdon  and  in  the  whole  caatoo.  Poor 
Pestalozzi  has  been  laughed  at  all  his  life,  for  his 
/Gennan  mysticism,  awkward  enthusiasm,  and  simpli- 
dtjr^  by  people  who  neither  felt  nor  understood  hift 
worth;  but  d  Dimnepkm0^  as  Pontenellesaid,  (j«re  Jc 
wuhusejMer  U  iplus  petit  ridieule  ^ur  Ar  plus  petUc 
tertu.  Wottdly-wise  men  of  the  ordinary  stamp,  the 
jHrudbnt^  and  the  cold,  outy  deride  safely,  as  fer  as 
regards*  every,  puippse  of  common  life^  theendiusiastic 
few,  who,  while  their  minds  are  &x  away  in  a  world  of 
their,  own,  walk  oa  earth  stumbling  at  every  pebble  i|i 
their  way:  yet  are  these  the  ferlomhope  of  mankind, 
idling  often  obscurely  at  the  outposts,  but  falling  in 
^xder  that  the  army  may  conquer. 
.  To  return,  to  Mr.  Pestabzzi:  he  admits  that  his 
jHTuiciples  haTe  been  in  a  great  degree  abandoned;  at 
ithe  great  sdiod,  biit  says  that  they  are  maintained  in 
itheir^  puiity^  at  Clendy,  where  he  has  established  more 
recently  another  school  for  the  express  purpose  of 
educating  fiiture  teadiers ; '  a  small  number  of  young 
persons  of  both  sexes,  (nineteen  at  present)  are 
brought  uprtit^his  expense,  and  ca^  him  twelve  louis  a 
year  eadi;  four  more  pupils  frc«i  England,  pay  fifteen 
louis  a  year.  I  wa&  certainly  better  pleased  with 
what  I  saw  Ibere,  and  believe  that  the  practice  corre- 
^^nds  more  witltthe  theory.  Of  all  the  tracts  published 
by  Mr.  Pestalozzi  on  his  favourite  pursuit^  I  only  know 
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U»  monl  »tary  of  LecmMd  and  Gtortnide^  in  vAkh  Ae 
simple  gmoas  of  Qestner  are  united  to  modi  pcattioid 
philosophy,  on  the  Bidiject  of  edttcadioii,  in  the  lower 
ranks  of  society. 

In  1814,  wbm  the  allies  were  about  estaUisfaing  a 
military  hospital  at  Yverdun,  this  venerable  mai^ 
having  been  deputed  to  Alexander,  obtained  £>r  his 
town  the  exemption  firomthis  burthai,  and  was,  on  the 
occasion,  decorated  with  a  Russian  order* 

The  municipal  constitution  of  the  Canton  de  Vand, 
which  is,  as  I  understand,  neady  the  same  as  in  the 
rest  of  Switzerland,  deserves  attention.  £ach  cor- 
porate  district  possesses  a  common  fund  out  of  whidi 
destiUile  bur^rs  are  assisted,  and  when  the  income 
of  this  fund  does  not  prove  suffidei^,  the  municipal 
council  supplies  the  deficiency  by  a  tax  on  such  pro* 
prietors  as  are  burghers^  and  upon  no  others ;  this  tax 
is  cA»  considerable;  I  know,  for  instaxKse,  a  case  of 
the  pn^rietor  of  a  maatagne  (which  means  a  certain 
extent  of  mountain  pasture)  producing  forty  louis  a 
year ;  rated  for  his  share  of  the  poor  rates  at  six 
louis ;  this  was,  indeed,  in  a  year  of  extraordinary 
distress. 

A  prc^rietor  may  become  a  burgher  by  paying  to 
the  public  fund  a  certain  sum,  determined  by  the  mu- 
nicipal council,  which  gives  him  an  equality  of  ri^t  td 
assistance  in  case  cf  need.  Switserlaad  is»  peihaps, 
the  oidy  country  in  Euibpe,  where  there  is  a  special 
fund  appropriated  to  the  assistance  of  the  poor,  exciu- 
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amoffooiBaoiidlpoorriies  niiedbyta^     Bvaiy 
Swiis  18  a  hargher  saneivlme  in  the  country. 

Ywnfam  was  biiilt  out  of  the  rauM 
of  great  importaoce,  the  andenfc  Ebrodttiumt  Tbeie 
mills  are  stiH  seen  en  a  level  wA  the  soil,  all  over 
the  plain  tatibe  east,  and  soulh-^ast  of  Yverdui^  Hie 
aodenft  city  was  &ithsf  from  the  lake  than  the  modsm 
town,  or  rather  the  hUae  extended  fiurthor.  Tba  Bo- 
mens  hadUkewiae  a  fort  on  the  site  of  Yy^uo,  being 
the  rendenoe  of  th^  natal  comnandmi  of  the  lake  at 
Neuch^lei^  where  lai^ge  quantities  of  timber,  fimushed 
bj  the  Jwa,  were  formed  into  rafts,  and  sent  dowm 
that  lake,  the  lake  of  Btenne,  the  rivers  TUeUe,  Aar, 
sad  Rhine,  to  the  ocean*  This  fc»rt  appears  to  have 
been  destiOTed  by  fire,  from  the  q^iankity  of  eom 
lodueed  info  a  mass  c^  coal,  found  amwg  its  ruins# 
The  modem  (Mteau  of  Yv^rdun,  now  oeo(q[)ied  by  the 
sdiool  of  PestalosESD,  was  built,  in  lldO,  by  the  Duke 
ofZeringen,  lieuteoant  <^the  enqperor. 
.  In  going  fixsn  the  lake  of  Geneva  to  Yverdui^ 
on  the  lake  of  Neuchatel,  you  ascend  two  bun- 
died  and  forty  feet  to  the  pcnnt  where  the  watera 
dividet  (Entre  Roche),  whence  you  descend  fifty  feet 
to^  Yveidun ;  Urn  dijference  of  level  between  the  two 
lakes  is,  thereforo,  one  hundred  and  mnety  feet,  for 
ft  distance  of  twrnty-four  miles.  An  attempt  was  made, 
dxMt  two  centuries  ago,  to  construct  a  canal,  winch 
WDidd  have  joined  the  two  lakes;  and,  thwefore,  die 
Bhoae  ttd  the  Rhine,  the  oeean  and  the  Medster* 
ranean,  by  means  of  locks.     It  was  made  as  far  as 
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Bstre  Rocfe,  vary  n^rly,  -being^t^ib^i^  saSei,?  and 
navigable ',  so  fer  by  means  of  oniy  one  teck.  -  If  a  cat 
W^&  ttifiade  at  Entre  Roche,  down  to  the  level  of  the 
teke  of  N^uch^l,  it  certainly  might  be  drainedito  any* 
dxtent  aBd  mudh  fertile  land  lacqtdTed;  at  any  rale; 
liie  mafishy  plain  traversed  by  the  Orbe  vrmH  be 
^fect4]^lly  drained.  The  pavement  of  a  Roman  road 
h^B  been  discovered  at  ^tre  Rodie,  ^nd  it  £ipp6ars» 
by  aUbman  mile-stone  fouttd  upoA  tibe  spot,  to  hav^ 
been  cdnstructed  under  Adrian,  A^D.  117^—138. 
This  and  other  ]lS.oman  roads^  tr^ed  in  several  place£i 
between  Entire  Roche  and'  Yverdun,  are  frcan  four  to 
five  feet  below  tiie  present  level  of  the  soil,  raised  to 
&at  height  in. the  course  of  so  many  ageei  IM^ 
Yverdnii  canal  would  be  of  little  use  unless  anatker 
was  constructed  at  the  Pas-de-1'Eduse,  inaJdng  the 
Rhone  njrtnjgablefifom  Geneva  to  Lydns. 

Landed  property  is  in  general  Very  dear  all  over 
Switzerland,  for  space  is  wanted,  and  every  one 
wishes  to  obtain  a  morsdofland  rather  than  euiigrate- 
I  was,  however,  shewn  a  domain  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  poses,  consisting  of  meadows,  good  arable  land 
and  wood,  with  a  large  dwelling-house,  and  farming' 
buildings  in  indifferent  order ;  springs  of  water,  arid 
k  fine  prospect)  sold  for  about  one  thousand  ux 
hundred  pounds  sterling.  Large  estate^,  and  such  a 
one  as  this  is  not  deemed  small  hare,  sell  proportionally 
low,'  unless  they  asm;  be  divided ;  purchasers  being^  iir 
general  of  the  class  of  peasants^.    Along  tbe  whole 
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chaift  ofitbe  Aira^pifitapte  let  at  tie  nteofftnrtjrrff^e 
to  fifty  Freikk  franoa  for  each*  oow;  .fram  Jbne  to  die 
9th  of  .October*  The  henkmen  hue  oows  as  well  nm 
pasture^  and  pay  .twmty^four  jQranca  a  head.  Witb 
kKtj'i  oawB  they  «e»a  make  a  dieeae  a  day,  weij^qq^ 
forty-fiv^  pounds.  The  cows  give  upon^an  average 
twelve  English  quarts  a  ckiy.  A  mountain,  meanipg 
a  grazing  farm,  sells  at  the  rate  of  twenty  years* 
puroba&ie ;  some  of  these  mountains  are  bare  of  trees, 
while  oh  9theijs  tr^  are  thinly  scs^tt^red.  I  ni^asuitd 
oa  the  Suchjst  many  firs,  fifteen  feet  in  circumferenoe, 
with  prodigioiisly  large  limbs  at  right  anglea  with,  the 
tnwk.  r.  . 

.  Th^  scsM:;city,  .ajith(»igfa  so^ex^j  feit,  has  notiyel 
i^eduoed  the  populaticn  to  absolute  beggary,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  is  not  greater  than  usual,  nor  are 
&ere  more  debtors  or  criminals  in  the  gaols,  but 
marriagies  have  been  much  less  numerous*. 

'*  Mr.  Bengger,  of  Arau,  had  the  goodness  to  communicate  to  me 
hi»  v^luiftble  fnaterials,  collected  for  the  purp68e  of  giving  to  the  pablid 
astaditici^l  Accouiil  of  the  Canlon  de  Vaud,  and  permitted  ne  t6 
sibtract  the  following  interesting  facts  :«-*- 

Popuhaion  of  the  Canton  de  Vaud^    in  the  Years   1803   ^o  1810 
officially  collected  from  the  Parish  Register, 
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Hie  patok  ttftite  Etmmd  plat  of  Silfetia,  Hm 
ibe  hctnnd  affiim,  in  a  great  degm  Ctbic,  and  fto  fC 
appeals  to  be  likewise  in  ail  the  Aoman  pMiinow  aC 
Gaui,  whore  tke  peopleiiaTe  preaenrad  apotoia.  ISair 
an^ite  TOcahBiariaa»  wbicli  hxm  bum  coUeolod^  iebbnr 
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There  are  4.07  births  to  a  marriage,  one  child  illegitimate'  o\lt  6t 
SS.7;  the  cottfihy  gt^sT#««r1llegitkiMbe  hii^  thati  'Sttt  lowii,  tiz.f 
mi^  f)f  94instnN}  of  enni  0iiC  (if  dSifiS^  in  i^f ance,  tte  pmpoHbii  i»  ia 
fBiieral  one  lUe^'mate  birth  ^wt  of  ekveB,  or  0fen  |^a«ter ;  (but  aft 
l^euch&tel  it  is  only  one  out  of  fifljr-sev^n.  Xhe.pof^ilaticai  itf  ib^ 
Canton  de  Vaud  in  1798  was  142,589;  in  1799,  136,891;  in  1803^ 
144,178;  in  1811,  155,8D7.  Marriages,  one  among  139  persons. 
Population  doubles  in  71^  years,  (^xlW  ^  y^^^  '^^  deaths  ar»  to 
the  population  as  one  to  49*41^  but  in  1764  it  was  as  one  to  45»U» 
This  fact  is  the  most  interi9^n|^  of  all  in  political  ecoiiQmy,.£or  the 
object  is  not  so  much  how  many  are  tern  as  bow  many  live  (0  an 
efficient  age.  At  Claris  there  is  one  death  out  of  thirty-height  inhabl<« 
tants,  and  one  birth  out  of  twenty-eight ;  the  increase  is  occasioned  by 
manufactures.  The  probability  of  life  in  France  is  on  an  average 
only  twenty  years,  and  its  mean  diiratioQ  .twentgr-eig^  years  and  a 
half;  in-Pmssta,  twenty-srx  years;  in  Mexico,  (wviily^lhree;  in  die 
United  States,  thiity-twd ;  in  Norway  alone  the,  mean  life  is  gf&^t 
than  in  Switzerland,  There  are  4*92  individuals  to  a  house  in  the 
Utter  country,  and  in  £ng)[and  5.6,  ! 
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Hfit  tte  majmf^  of  pbfiM  putiodaAj,  ata 
CebtctfaatiLiiiiii^ 

Ihe  landscape  about  Qktz  presents  a  brokaa  amu 
6ce»  divided  into  small  endosurea,  with  abundaal 
qNmgB  of  water.  Gioyw  of  large  walnut-trees  shad* 
"Cf^Tj  fium^houae  and  Tillage,  as  well  as  the  public 
roads,  giring  to  the  whole  country  the  appearance  of 
awood.  While  the  Alps  skirt  our  southern  horizon^ 
we  hare  liie  Juia  dose  byi  extending  frcxn  east  to 

*  ^She  GauIic  iMgoage  lias  inaiiy  wofds  deriTed  from  tbe  OrMlv 
and  &om  the  oriental  toliguief i  with  olhen,  which  appear,  at  Brat  tifbt^ 
to  be  of  Latin  origin,  hecause  the  Romans  themselves  borrowed  them 
from  th6  sam^  sottr^  and  firom  the  Celtic.  The  basis  of  the  Basque 
kogUOge  is  also  chiefl j  odental,  as  tio  one  acquainted  with  Hfbtmf^ 
and  Arabic  can  doubt;  it  haa,  besides^  many  words  purely  Oreek|  aai 
the  remainder  Latin.  There  is  a  sdll  greater  proportion  of  Oreek  in 
tlr^  dialects  of  tbe  other  Gaulic  provinces,  as  well  as  in  those  of  ancient. 
Wales  and  CoiitwalL  Gasambon  ^ve  a  long  list  «f  Ef^Hsh  words  of 
Greek  origin ;  and  there  are  not  fewest  in  tbe  atacient  Irish,  which  is 
written  in  the  Greek  characters,  and  has  only  seventeen  letters^  anom- 
ber  which  accords  with  that  of  the  Grecian  alphabet,  previous  to  the 
Ttqjaa  war!  The  four  Greek  lettera*  added  by  Falamedes,  doring  ike, 
ikgd  of  Troy,  and  the  four  others  at^buted  to  SimonUM,  are  90t  l» 
be  found  in  the  Irish  alphabet ;  so  that  it  was  the  alphabet  of  Cadmui^ 
and  not  that  of  Ionia,  subsequently  adopted  by  all  Greece,  that  the 
Itbk  nation  receivse^  The  letter  F,  (as  it  is  written  in  the  Latin  man- 
ner) they  probably  added ;  but  not  till  the  Emperor  Clandian  had  in* 
sorted  it  in  the  Latin  alphabet:  this  assuredly  is  no  mean  pedigree 
for  a  hmguage.'-^ilfeitfoir  en  Me  ilacidir  Hitfory  <af  SvUzerbind,  by 
lAgs  de  Bochat^  1747* 

Bodiat  might  have  observed,  besides,  that  Xenophoa  ugf^  Cad^. 
mus*s  alptiabet  was  like  the  one  used  by  the  Galateans,  or  Asiatic 
Gauls^  which  seems  to  imply,  that  this  alphabet  passed  from  the  Gauls 
to  the  Greeks,  «nd  not  frotn  the  Chreeks  to  the  Gauls  ! 
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wasAi  on  the,  Tbrtb  side^  l%ak«  beautiM;  sitiiitic^  iA 
besides  classic  ground :  Charles  theBdU^of  Borgiindy^ 
ooeupied  Giez  and  the  ufiighbodring'  j  viUvgea  with 
sixty  tk5usarid  men,  chi  Ihe^  eveof  the  battle  of  GrandJ 
$dn,  Ihe fiustof  the thrde  great  battles'wy«ii:coBtihiiji 
kis  ki^cro  an<l  his  life,  ;  Kbiitfing  Gttez,^towafds.tiie 
^^^MB^iW  the  bank'  of  t^^  lafc»;  is  tlfe  ca^e  tf  jGrraaid^ 
^m<,  thfe  gwriwB  .of  whieh.fj?ate  dtelflpfenaJtely  .^ut..ta 
i^ath  by  tWp  SQfi^CbsLrles  th^.Bold,  a  few  daystbm 
fore  the  battle.  His  camp  was  before  this  castle;  but 
^vanciug  to  meet  the  Swiss  three  leagues,  farther, 
along;  thte  banks  of  the  lake  of  Neuchdtel,  "he  waS 
driven  back  afterwards  to  hi^  camp^^ 
laeyond*.  .■  Fragments  of  arms  are  stiU  found  .oceaia 
skmally  bVet*  all  thiis  sp^fce,  after  the  Ikpse  ictf  threfe- 
ceiltiiries  and  a  half  To'the  right  ol*  Giez,  pp  a,.!}ieigh;t^, 
is  the.  Gristle  of  Ghsoijpvent;.  one  of  those,  built  in  ;tlwr 
time  of  Que6n  Bertha,  for  safety  iagainst  the  ravages' 
of  ihe  Saracensf  ^  ";  T^otwithstanding  its  pine  hiiridjred. 
years,  this  castle  is  stifl  in  good  repair ^^  and  iilhabitQd) 
itfi  walls,  fiftieen'  feet  fllick,  vying  iir  durability  *  witK 
the  hill  on  which  thev^  stand.  '  .'.*/.  ,  '  ,. 
_  The  castle  of  Grandscm  recak  to  mind  an  iiitercistM 
ing  anecdote  of  the  fburt^enth  cektury',  concerning  twtf 
ai^cient '  aud •  pow:erfiil  famUie^^'  -whqse  .'^psp^cVx^ 
castles  and  estates  lay  on  opposite  sides  of  thfe  lal»^^^ 
the* GrttiidSdfts  on  ttte  north-west  side;  iandih^  Esta- 

'"  *  *  SeeiVQK  n.,  Ch^.  xxiii..;  t  iMd-,,       *    '^    '.:    j 
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Vayerii  on  the  south-east,  where  the  town  of  that  name 
now  stands.  The  knights  of  France  and  England,  of 
Burgundy  and  Savoy,  bore  testimony  to  the  valour  of 
Otho  de  Grandson;  and  his  chivalrous  accomplish- 
ments had  made,  it  seems,  9,  fatal  impression  on  the 
heart  of  Catherine  de  Belp,  wife  of  Gerard  d'Esta- 
vayer.  .  The  husband,  not  ignorant  of  his  disgrace,  but 
unwilling  to  come  to  an  open  rupture  with  a  wife, 
heiress  to  great  estates,  dissembled  the  injury,  and 
waited  for  a. favourable  opportunity. to  be  revenged; 
which  the  mysterious  death  of  Am6  VII.,  duke  of 
Savoy,  killed  while  hunting,  seemed  to  furnish.  Otho 
of  Grandson  was  known  to  have  disliked  the  Duke. 
It  was  enough  for  Estavayer  to  accuse  him  openly 
before  the  grand  bailli  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  Louis 
de  Joinville,  offering  to  prove  the  charge  by  single 
combat,  in  the  ban-de-moudon.  A  cause  so  import- 
ant, between  such  illustrious  adversaries,  could  not 
fail  to  excite  imiversal  attention ;  and  when  Amfe  VIII. 
appointed  the  day  and  place  of  meeting  (the  7th  of 
August,  1397,  at  Bourg-en-Brcsse),  noble  barons  and 
knights  Hastened  from  the  neighbouring  states,  and 
even  from,  distant  parts  of  Europe,  to  witness  the 
combat. 

Otho,  although  in  a  declining  state  of  health,  scorned 
to  avoid  the  encounter  on  that  account ;  but  when  he 
appeared  before  the  assembly,  he  reminded  them  of  a 
solenm  inquest  held  after  the  death  of  the  duke,  and 
that  not  a  shadow  of  suspicion  had  been  found  to  rest 

Vol.  I.  E 


50  OTHO  DV  GRANDSON. 

on  him ;  "  How  can  it  be  otherwise,  continued  he^ 
"  when  none  of  the  noble  knights  of  Savoy  here  pre- 
sent, some  of  whom  were  related  by  blood  to  the  late 
prince,  and  all  of  them  his  vassals,  has  thought  it  his 
duty  to  challenge  me,  as  this  Estavayer  has  done,  for 
private  purposes.  He  lies"  added  he :  ''so  much  the 
worse  for  him — so  much  the  better  for  me  /"  Am^  of 
Savoy  rose,  bowed,  and  crossing  himself,  said,  '*^  In 
the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
amen ;  que  gage  de  bataUle  soil  fait,  et  se  fasse,  and  let 
m  entreat  the  Ditdne  Judge  to  afford  protection  to  the  good 
causey  and  render  truth  manifest.'' 

The  two  champions,  for  whose  appearance  on  the 
appointed  day,  twenty-one  knights  had  given  bail, 
each  in  one  thousand  marks,  entered  the  lists  on  ca- 
parisoned steeds,  and  completely  armed,  each  with  a 
lance,  two  swords,  and  a  dagger.  During  the  despe- 
rate combat  which  ensued,  the  spectators,  divided  into 
opposite  parties,  with  their  respective  ba.dges  and 
colours,  evinced  the  liveliest  interest.  In  the  eud, 
success  did  not  attend  the  best  cause ;  Qtjio  falling 
lifeless  on  the  field.  Ame  de  Savoy  took  immediate 
possession  of  Grandson  and  all  the  domains  of  the  un- 
fortunate Otho,  regardless  ofthe  claims  of  his  brother, 
the  last  of  the  race. 

After  a  fortnight  spent  very  pleasantly  at  Giez,  we 
parted  with  regret  from  our  friends.  Two  of  them 
are  of  a  much  older  date  than  the  others ;  but  none  are 
new  friends  now :.  a  fortnight  spent  under  the  same 
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rcof  telling  as  years  of  common  aoquaintance.  The 
daily  Bsaniliar  intercourse  of  domestic  life  scarcely 
axbmte  of  indiflbrence ;  you  must  like  or  dislike: 
^d  assuredly  the  latter  sentiment  is  not  the  one 
wefeeL 

Neuguatel,  June  17. 
A  thidc  haze»  which  hung  all  day  'on  the  distant  pros- 
pect, Md  the  Alps  from  our  sight ;  but  the  immediate 
banks  of  the  lake  of  Neuch&tel,  betwe^d  which  and  the 
parallel  chain  of  the  Jura  we  travelled,  presented  sm 
endless  variety  of  views:  from  the  comfortaUe  halu- 
taiions,  and  multitude  of  villages,  on  the  fore-ground, 
oversbaded  wkh  trees,  and  surrounded  with  rich  mea- 
dows and  fields,  watered  by  innumeraUe  springs,  to 
the  black  forests  of  pines,  and  the  snowy  suimnits  of 
the.  Jura.  The  peasantry,  of  both  sexes,  at  work  in 
the  fields,  were  well  dressed,  and  the  women  wore 
iBKnense  hats,  d[  I  know  not  what  light  materials, 
shining  in  the  sun.  At  Serrieres,  near  Neuchdtel,  a 
laagoificent  bridge  of  one  ardi  crosses  a  considerable 
river,  which  is,  however,  scarcely  three  minutes  above 
ground ;  this  space  of  time  being  sufficient  to  carry  it 
fnnn  its  source,  at  the  foot  of  the  Jura,  to  the  lake ;  a 
distance  of  about  three  hundred  yards.  We  saw  its 
deep  and  clear  waters  burst  out  of  the.  rocks,  and  boil 
up  from  between,  the  stones  of  its  bed,  forming  at  once 
a  river,  which  gave  motion  to  a  good  deal  of  machinery, 
seated  in  a  most  picturesqu/e  dell,  among  such  rocks 
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and  such  tre6s  as  eyen  manufactories  cannot  wholly 
disfigure.  A  feudal  castle,  on  high>  overlook^  the 
smiling  landscape ;  and  no  breathing  creatoire'  dis- 
putes the  commands  (yf  its  powerful  lord,  the  nmdterr 
manufacturer  of  calicos  and  muslins ;  and  aU  below 
being  his  spinners  and  weavers,  Opposites  meet 
here :  feudaUty  and  manufactures  ;  castles  and  cotton- 
mills  :  times,  perhaps,  are  not  so  much  altered  as  one 
might  suppose.  ■ 

We  have  been  loddng  curiously  at  every  spot  ap- 
pearing to  be  a  gentleman's  residence,  and  there  are 
many,  to  ascertain  what  soit  of  taste  they  displ&y ;  I 
*am  sorry  to  say  it  is  none  of  the  best:  cut  trees  a^d 
box-borders,  rectilinear  walks  and  jets-d'eaux,terifax5e» 
decorated  with  terra  cotta,  or  leaden  shepherds  and 
shepherdesses.  Had  Pliny  himself  made  these  gar- 
dens, they  could  not  be  more  purely  classical.  Onfe 
of  their  men  of  taste  has  been  several  years  oecuj^ied 
•in  making  a  mountain;  labourer^  with  spades  and 
wheelbarrows  are  very  busy  throwing  up  earth.;  the 
heap  is  already  some  thirty  feet  high,  with  a  Simpton 
road  over  it,  and  may  reach  to  sixty  feet,  if  he  goes  on 
with  the  same  spirit  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Mount- 
blanc  had  better  look  about  him,  this  may  prove  2^ 
dangerous  rival.  As  to  the  houses,  their  elevated  red 
tile  roofe,  and  spiral  brick  chimneys,  have  a  sort  of 
picturesque  homeliness  not  unpleasing ;  they  are  scrji- 
pulously  neat  within  and  without  doors,  and  the  fine 
trees  about  them,  the  springs  of  running  water,  and 
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tl»  glorious  views  on  all  sides,,  make  ample  amends 
for  Qki-&shlQned  parterres. 

NeucMtel  is  a  very*  good  looking  small  town,  with 
a  pleasant  walk  by  the  lake,  and  several  handsome 
public  buildings,  mostly  due  to  the  mimificence  of  pri- 
vate citizens.  Mr.  Pury,  a  merchant,  spent  a  millicn 
of  Swiss  livres  on  his  native  town,  and  left  by  his  will 
four  or  five  millions  more  for  the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  Pourtalis,  another  wealthy  merchant,  a  few 
years  ago,  built  and  endowed  a  very  good  hospital  in 
a  fiae  situation.  The  yearly  returns  shew,  that,  in  the 
year  1813,  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  patients  were 
admitted,  of  whom  only  ten  died ;  in  1815,  three 
hundred  and  twelve  patients  and  eighteen  deaths ;  in 
1814,  the  hospital  was  fiUed  with  sick  soldiers ;  and 
tke  humane  individuals,  professional  and  others,  who 
continued  their  usual  gratuitous  attendance,  were  most 
of  them  attached  with  nervous  fever,  of  which  several 
died. 

This  town  owes  its  name  to  a  eastle,  which  was 
nmf  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred  years  ago,  having 
been  built  in  the  fifth  century,  to  check  the  invading 
barbarians :  it  became,  in  latter  times,  the  residence 
of  the  princes  of  Neuchatel,  or  their  representatives ; 
the  last  of  these  princes,  the  King  of  Prussia,  in  1806, 
transferred  his  faithful  subjects  to  Buonaparte^  wha 
gave  them  Bertliier  for  master.  The  chances  of  war 
and  diploniacy  threw  them  again  into  the  hands  of  hi& 
Pmssian  majesty,  or  at  least  under  his  protection. 
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whilst  they  at  the  same  t&ne  remained,  by  a  sort  of 
political  anomaly,  members  of  the  Helvetic  repuHic: 

I  inquired  of  a  decent  sort  of  a  man,  who  served  us 
as  a  guide,  what  kind  of  a  prince  Berthier  had  been  to 
them — Why,  said  he,  c'etoit  un  fort  bon  prince  f — And 
the  King  of  Prussia,  what  think  you  of  him  ?  Sa  ma- 
jests,  our  infortnant  replied,  nous  a  enooyi  un  bon  gou- 
vemeur  tout  d  fait.  Hius  things  are  always  for  the 
best  at  NeuchMel.  Ilie  antique  chateau,  in  an  ele- 
vated situation  over  the  lake,  commands  a  view  which 
the  reader  may  fancy  better  than  I  can  describe-  TTie 
lime-trees  on  its  terrace  are  very  large ;  one  of  them 
measures  eighteen  feet  in  circumference,  five  feet 
above  ground,  and  nearly  double  below. 

Numerous  fountains,  ceaselessly  pouring  their  lim- 
pid streams  into  large  stone  basins,  are,  besides  their 
convenience  and  beauty,  a  species  of  living  records  of 
tlie  taste  and  manners  of  past  ages,  being  generally 
ornamented  vrith  colossal  representations  of  Swis^ 
warriors  of  the  fifteenth  century,  clad  in  feteel,  with 
wasp  shapes,  and  stufied  breasts,  like  the  Prussian 
heroes  of  our  days,  wearing  on  the  top  of  the  h^ad  di- 
minutive caps,  contrasting  with  their  va^  e^iuberance 
of  beard  and  stern  coimtenances. 

The  artists,  allowing  sometimes  a  greater  range  to 
iheir  imagination,  have  attempted  allegorical  allusions 
to  religion  and  morality :  we  find,  for  instance,  a  good 
and  a  bad  angel  pulling  about  an  xmfortunate  lamb  be- 
tween them,  which  the  one  endeavours  to  protect. 
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while  the  other  strives  to  get  possession  of  it.  The 
bad  angel  is  always  represented  as  a  female,  fright- 
My  ugly,  with  horns  and  a  long  tail,  appendages 
little  likely  to  ensure  her  sucoess.  One  of  their  most 
favourite  subjects  is  a  long-waisted  goddess  of  justice, 
with  short  petticoats,  slashed  sleeves,  dose  laoe  cap, 
and  point  ruffles ;  of  course,  the  sword  and  scales. 

Jtme  18. — Prom  Neuch&tel  we  reached  Cerlier,  on 
the  lake  of  Bienne,  in  tbree  hours,  and  while  our  vehi- 
de  went  on  by  land  to  the  town,  we  took  a  row-boat, 
which  carried  us  to  Rousseau's  island  in  one  hour  and 
a  half.  It  was  a  very  hot  day,  and  the  sun,  almost 
vertical,  poured  on  the  surrounding  scenery  its  floods 
of  white  unmeaning  light,  without  any  shade  to  re- 
lieve the  imifonn  and  distressing  glare,  a  circumstance 
most  fatal  to  pictmresque  beauty — ^no  artist  would 
dioose  the  hour  of  noon  for  his  picture,  yet  it  is,  I 
might  almost  say,  noon  all  day  long  in  a  southern  cli- 
mate, while  the  northern  one  enjoys  the  harmonious 
breadth  of  morning  and  evening  light  at  all  hours. 
The  mountains,  which  surround  the  lake  of  Bienne, 
have  a  monotonous  and  tame  outline  ;  they  are  stript 
of  wood,  and  disfigured  by  vulgar  enclosures  and 
yineyards  ;  in  short,  Rousseau's  daily  and  protracted 
ecstasies,  lying  on  his  back  in  a  boat,  drifting  at  the 
mercy  of  the  wind  and  waves  on  this  lake,  could  have 
but  little  to  do  with  what  he  saw,  and  must  have  been 
thefruit  of  his  own  fertile  fancy  alone.  The  Rabit 
Island,  of  which  he  speaks,  has  not  a  tree,  a  bush,  or 
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a  Wade  of  gr^LSS,  Uiat  ^e  could  see ;  andthatj  part  gf 
the  lak^  we  crossed  is  so  shallow,  and  oversprep.4 
Y^ith  reeds,  that  oi^r  boat  had  some  diflSculty  in  making 
its  way  ttoough  them ;  yet  the  water  is  so  dear,  that 
the  myriads,  of  trout  and  other  fish  seemed  to  swim  in 
thin  air.         : 

Rousseau's  residence,  the  only  house,  I  believe,  on 
^e  inland,  is. a  substantial,  neat,  and  orderly  farm- 
house, built  round,  a  court  shaded  by  a  huge  walnut- 
tree  ;  it  is  also  a  house  of  entertainment  for  curious 
travellers,  whose  names  are  recorded  in  a  book,  with 
sentimental  effusions  about  Rousseau.  We  copied  a 
few  of  them,  as  well  as  the  critical  remarks  of  less 
%endly  travellers,  some  of  them  amusing  enough,  put 
it  would  scarcely  be  feir  to  swell  this  book  with  quor 
tenons  of  young  ladies'  and  gentlemen's  poetry.  A 
portly  Swiss  beauty ^^  our  landlady,  introduced  us  to 
Rousseau's  room,  in  the  state  he  left  it,  very  scantily 
furnished,  and  the  bare  walls  scribbled  over  with  the 
same  sort  of  enthusiastic  rhapsodies  about  the  Gene- 
van philosopher  as  fill  the  book.  Looking  over  this^ 
book,  we  ascertained  that  the  proportion  of  travellers 
from  different  countries  stands  thus :  fifty-three  Swiss 
and  (Jermans,  four  Prussians,  two  IHitchj.  one  Italian, 
five  French,  three  Anaericansi,.  and  twenty-eight 
English. 

Imagining  we  had  seen  all  that  was  worth  seeing,. 
we  were  about  to.  depart,  after  a  violent  . thunder- 
storm, which,  happened  during  our  dinner,    when 
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cbanoe  directed  our  steps  up  a  height  in  ^e  middle  of 
the  island,  where  we  were  astonished  to  find  a  level 
ridge,  about  half  a  mile  in  length,  and  a  quarter  in 
breadth,  shaded  by  a  grove  of  antique  oaks  and  other 
forest  trees,  older,  probably,  than  the  Helvetic  league, 
and  of  a  size  I  (lo  not  remember  to  have  met  with  any 
where,  except  in  the  American  wilderness ;  not,  how- 
ever, all  crowded  together,  but  many  of  them  balano- 
ing  their  horizontal  limbs  in  picturesque  singleness, 
borne  on  a  stem  twenty  feet  in  circumference.  Se- 
veral avenues  traversed  the  mass  of  shalde,  forming 
lofty  arches  impenetrable  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and 
in  the  more  open  parts  of  the  grove  we  had  under  our 
feet  a  smooth  lawn,  or  sheep-walk,  of  the  liveliest 
green,  over  which  the  lords  of  the  forest  swdled  their 
mighty  roots  in  fanciful  knobs  and  protuberances ;  the 
thickets  of  underwood  were  swarming  with  blackbirds., 
From  this  elevated  situation  we  discovered,  on  the 
north  side,  a  better  shore  than  the  one  which  had 
offered  itsdf  in  the  morning,  and  under  more  fiivour- 
able  circumstances  of  light ;  glorious  glimpses  of  the 
Alps  opened  here  and  there  towards  the  south.  These 
grounds  being  public  are  fortunatdy  protected  from 
the  sacrilegious  axe  and  plough,  and  we  feel  gratefid 
to  the  government  of  Berne  on  that  account — ^the  Swiss 
need  not  go  to  England  for  a  jardm  Anglds  ;  they 
have  it  here  to  perfection. 

Bienne  struck  us  as  more  Swiss  than  any  thii^  we 
had  yet  seen,  or  rather  as  if  we  were  entering  S witzer- 
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lalKl  for  the  first  time ;  every  thing  looked  and  sounded 
so  fwdtgn,  and  yet  to  see  the  curiosity  we  excited  the 
ttioment  we  kuided  and  entered  the  streets,  we  might 
have  sirpposed  it  was  ourselves  who  looked  rather  out- 
kndish.    The  women  wore  their  hair  plaited  down  to 
their  heels,  while  the  full  petticoat  did  not  descend 
near  so  fer ;  sevehd  groups  of  them,  sitting  at  their 
doors,  sung  in  parts  with  an  accuracy  of  ear  and  of 
taste  innate  among  the  Germans.     Gateways  fortified 
with  toWers  intersect  the  streets,  which  are  composed 
(tfistrange  looking  houses  built  on  arcades,  like  those 
of  bridges,  and  variously  painted,  blue  with  yellow 
borders,  red  with  white,  or  purple  and  grey ;  project- 
ing iron  balconieis,  highly  worked  and  of  a  glossy 
black,  with  bright  green  windows.    The  luxury  of 
fountains  and  tff  tunning  water  is  still  greater  here 
than  at  Neuch^tel,   and 'you  might  be  tempted  to 
quench  your  thirst  in  the  kennel,  it  runs  so  clear  and 
pure.    Thesfe  public  fountains  are  adorned  with  the 
kindof  figures  already  described,  which  characterize 
sufficiently  the  respective  periods  of  their  construc- 
lion ;  those  of  the  fifteenth  century  have  bearded  war- 
riors ;  those  b'f  the  sixteenth,  ailgels  of  light  with 
Wings,  and  angels  of  darkness  with  tails.     Watchmen 
j)ei*ambtilate  the  streets  all  night,  as  in  England,  pro- 
dkimihg'  in  Qerrh^  recitativo  what  o'ddck  it  is,  the 
state  of  the  weather,  and  tranquillizing  the  citizens 
and  their  wives  on  the  subjeict  of  fire  and  thieves.    At 
the  welcome  sound  they  turh  on  theiit  Othfer  ear,  and  go 
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to  sleep. — ^Moming  and  evening  goats,  in  an  immense 
drove,  conducted  to  or  from  the  mountain,  traverse 
the  streets,  and  stop  of  themselves,  each  at  its  own 
door.  In  the  interior  of  the  houses,  most  article  of 
furniture  are  quaintly  shaped  and  ornamented,  old- 
looking,  but  rubbed  bright,  and  in  good  preservation ; 
from  the  nut-cracker,  curiously  carved,  to  the  double- 
necked  cruet,  pouring  oil  and  vinegar  out  of  the  same 
bottle.  The  accommodations  at  the  inn  are  homely, 
but  not  uncomfortable;  substantially  good,  though 
not  elegant. 

SoHiEB,  Jvne  19. 

This  is  a  small  village,  eight  or  nine  leagues  from 
Bienne ;  a  distance  which  took  us  ten  hours  to  travel, 
including  an  hour  and  a  half  baiting ;  the  league  is 
eighteen  thousand  feet,  the  foot,  smaller  than  the 
Frendi,  is  about  equal  to  the  £kiglish ;  therefore,  a 
Swiss  league  represents  hearly  three  and  a  half  Eng- 
lish miles,  and  is  indifferently  called  an  Aowr  or  B,leagtte. 
The  road,  immediately  on  leaving  Bienne,  ascends  for 
a  long  while,  and  aflfords  glorious  views  ;  it  traverses 
afterwards  th6  Pal  de  Suze,  and  Vol  St.  Imier^  leading 
to  Pierre  Pertuis,  a  gate-way  through  a  rock^  opening 
into  MousHer  Grand  Val,  too  irregular  to  be  the  work 
of  art,  yet  not  likely  to  be  a  mere  accident:  at  any 
rate,  this  singular  passage  was  known  and  fr^uented 
under  the  Romans,  as  appears  by  the  inscription  in 
the  rock  above  it : 


0  ROMAN  INSCRIPTION. 

NVMINI  AUG    .... 

.    .    VM 

VIA    .     CTA  PER  T    .     . 
DV    .    *    VM  PATER    . 
IL  VIR    .    COL  KELT    . 

Mr.  Ebel  restored  this  inscription  thus : 

Numini  augastorum  via  facta  per  Titum, 
Dunnium  Patenium  II  rirum  coloss.    Helvet. 

Writers,  both  ancient  and  modern,  differ  strangely 
on  the  simple  fact  of  the  dimensions  of  this  passage, 
so  easily  ascertained,  and  Mr.  Ebel  himself,  generally 
so  very  exact,  is  as  iifiuch  mistaken  as  the  others.  Its 
irregular  breadth  is  thirty  feet  in  the  narrowest  part, 
and  fifty  in  the  widest ;  its  height,  estimated  by  com- 
paring it  with  the  height  of  a  man  standing  under  it, 
is  nearly  twenty  feet ;  the  thickness  of  the  screen  of 
rock,  through  which  the  road  passes,  is  twenty-four 
feet  on  one  side  of  the  passage,  and  twenty-eight  on 
the  other.  This  is  considered  as  a  strong  military 
position ;  yet  our  guide  scaled  the  rock  on  one  side, 
and  descended  on  the  other,  with  perfect  ease,  in  a 
minute  and  a  half,  by  my  watch.  In  1814  the  Frendi 
ficxrtified  Pierre  Pertuis  with  palisades  and  a  breast- 
work, still  visible,  but  abandoned  it  on  the  approach 
of  the  Axi^trians,  who  reached  Grelinger,  some  miles 
farther,  that  same  evening.  Their  oflScer  occupied, 
at  Sohier,  the  room  where  we  dined ;  he  sat  up  all 
night  at  the  window,  fearing,  as  the  innkeeper  told  us. 
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a  surprise  in  so  wild  a  country.  It  is,  indeed,  diAcult 
to  convey  an  idea  of  its  extraordinary  appearanoe;  the 
chain  of  the  Jura,  appears  rent  from  top  to  bottom,  in 
its  length  from  Pierre  Pertilis  to  Sohier,  and  the  torrent 
of  the  Birse  flows  in  this  gigantic  diannel.  A  narrow, 
but  otherwise  excellent,  road,  constructed  by  the  Ro* 
mans,  and  restored  in  the  tenth  and  the  eighteenth 
centuries,  follows  the  stream,  changing  sides  repeat* 
edly  by  means  of  bridges,  and  is  in  some  places  e2ca« 
vatedoutoftherock;  the  parallel  calcareous  strata 
of  whidi  the  Jura  is  composed,  bent  and  twisted  fre- 
quently in  various  fantastic  ways,  retain,  however,  in 
gaoieral,  a  vertical  position,  but  rar^  correspond  from 
side  to  side  of  the  chasm.  It  should  seem  as  if  the 
two  respective  sections  of  the  mountain,  after  their 
violent  separation,  had  sunk  unequally  into  the  earth, 
or  experienced  distinct  changes  so  as  to  disturb  the 
similarity  of  dip.  These  vertical  strata,  some  thou- 
sand feet  high,  in  several  places  only  a  few  feet  thick, 
and  s^arated  by  narrow  interstices,  resemble  the 
leaves  of  a  book  standing  on  end,  or  take  bcm  various 
breaks  and  other  accidents  the  appearance  of  towers 
and  fortifications  separated  by  frightful  trenches, 
where  the  light  of  day  never  penetrates,  where  no 
plant  gro^s,  or  living  creature  draws  its  breath ;  the 
only  sound,  the  only  indication  of  life  amidst  the  ge- 
neral immobility  and  silence  of  this  inert  creation 
being  occasioned  by  the  trickling  of  hidden  waters 
down  the  rode,  which  they  insensibly  ^rear  away. 
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ll^MMitine^,  ita&titely  divided  aatf  waabed  amy  into 
the  river  Birse,  thenee  iato  the  Bhine^  i&  deposited  in 
due  time  on  the  low  grounds  of  HoQaudv  and  iestiliziiig 
its  iQiepdows,  serves  ultf  matdly  to  fatten  Dutch  cows, 
aiodv<i)f  course^  Dutehmen  themselves.  Several  huge 
fr^ments  of  the  vertical  strata,  detadied  and  prectpi^ 
tailed  into  the  Birse^  stand  edgewise,  in  moat  terrific  . 
eqiup<nse«  More  than  once  we  thought  we  perceived, 
perched  up  cm  high^  the  ruins  of  real  castles,  monas- 
teries, and  hermits'  cells ;  and  there  are,  in  fact,  se^ 
veral.  Qerihanus,  of  Treves^  of  an  illustrious  family 
in  Germany,  built  himself  a  cell  some  where  here,  in 
the  seventh  century,  aixi  the  spot  is  said  to  be  accea- 
^Ueby  means  of  ladders.  A  rich  monastery  was 
afterwards  erected  cm  that  spot,  called  in  German 
Munster,  (Monasterium,y  and  in  French  Moustien; 
thence  the  names  of  Munster  Thai  and  Moustier^ 
Grand-Val,  which  the  ccmntry  has  r^ained.  It  flou- 
rished greatly  imder  the  protection  of  Germanus,  wtio 
was,  however,  assassinated,  in  A.D.  666,  by  the  aona 
of  a  Duke>  of  Alsace,  jealous  of  his.  power.  The 
famUy  (if  the  Ma* eehal  de  Tavaiine,  one  of  th^  fitst  td 
unbrace  th*  tenets  of  the  Reformation,  in  1520, 
and  whose  name  recalls  the  horrors  of  the  day  of 
St.  Bartholomew,  had  their  castle  near  the  entrance  of 
Moustier-Grand-Val,  where  a  village  named  Tamnnc 
still  exists.  They  were,  it  seems,  descended  from 
a  Scotch  aigineer,  called  Madtenbrie,  probably 
Mackenzie,    employed    by   Queen  Bertha,   in  the 
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tf9ixUi  centory,  to  restoare  the  Roman  1094  along' the 
Birse. 

The  Jura,  like  meet  calcareous  mountains,  abow^fs 
with  fossil  r^imins  of  plants  and  animalA.  fih^hantaT 
bones  and  a  tusk,  as  well  as  various  marine  bodies^ 
have  been  found  in  the  rocks  bordering  the  road  we 
have  travelled,  that  is,  at  the  very  centre  and  fi>un« 
d^ipn  of  the  Jura.  Similar  &cts  respecting  a  former 
world  with  living  plants  and  animals,  anterior  to  the 
esi^tenqe  of  rocks  and  moimtains,  ar^  so  numerous^ 
that  we  might  cease  to  wonder  at  them,  yet  the  thing 
is  so  passing  strange,  that  it  never  will  lose  its  novelty. 

Several  troops  of  men  and  women,  passed  by  us  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  who  had  much  the  appearance 
of  quakers,  only  that  they  were  dressed  in  black  in- 
stead of  the  characteristic  drab.  They  are,  we  &ai^ 
the  peaceable  descendants  of  those  furious  sectaries 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  the  Anabaptists,  guilty  then 
of  such  incredible  excesses*,  and  now  the  quietest 
and  most  inofiensive  of  mankind.  Their  ancestors 
were  driven  away  from  the  Canton  of  Berne,  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  because. they  refused  to 
bear  arms,  and  they  took  shelter  here„  where  the  Bar* 
nese  found  them,  when  subsequently  they  ob^aijoe^ 
possession  of  the  country,  But  this  time  they  agreed 
very  well  with  their  former  masters,  who  had  leapied 
to  tolerate  harmless  peculiarities,  and  they  are  very 
much  respected  in  the  neighbourhood. 

*  See  Chap.  xxvi.  Vol.  II. 
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At  Qi«efi*geii,  where  we  dined,  a  man  had  sixteen 
bags  of  oats  seized,  which  he:  was  carrying  from  a 
districjt  of  the  Canton  of  Berne,  to  the  Canton  of  So- 
leure,  where  it  appears  the  scarcity  is  still  more  se- 
verely felt,  and  ran  away  for  fear  of  worse  consequen- 
ces. This  is  the  more  strange,  as  the  federal  coiasti- 
tution,  of  1815,  expressly  provides  for  the  freedom  of 
trade  between  the  Caintons,  excepting,  however,  all 
attempts  at  forestalling  or  regrating.  This  poor  feUoW 
with  his  sixteen  bags  of  oats,  must  have  been  deemed 
a  forestalled .  This  is,  I  perceive,  much  as  at  Sens, 
excepting  that  there  it  was  the  populace,  which  took 
the  absurd  and  illiberal  side  of  the  question,  and  here 
the  government. 

The  memorable  field  of  battle  of  St,  Jaques,  or 
Jaieby  was  pointed  out  to  us,  as  we  approached  B&le 
on  our  right,  between  the  left  bank  of  the  Birse  and 
the  road*. 

Bale,  June  20. 

A  high  terrace  before  the  cathedral  of  Bale  over- 
looks the  course  of  the  Rhine,  both  above  and  below 
the  town,  where  that  river,  changing  its  direction  from 
west  to  north,  makes  a  great  bend ;  it  looks  more  like 
a  ravaging  torrent,  than  a  beneficent  and  fertilizing 
stream  ;  not  a  boat  appeared  on  its  waters,  which  were 
of  a  greyish  blue,  like  the  Rhone  ;  these  two  great 

♦  See  Chap.  xxii.  Vol.  If. 
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(th^ybsaxe  a  sort  df  fiEamty  likehesB,  dbo^ing  their 
.domraon  origin:    Hie  bridge  which  unites  B4fe,  oti 
,Ae  aoiidi  &ide  of  the  Rhine,  with  the  suburb  called 
Lesser  BAle  on  the  nordi  side,  is  built  of  atone  at 
both  ends,  and  of  wobdijii  thfa  middle,  inhere 'the 
water 'is  devest  aiid  most  rapidj    Ten  v^ily'  lurg^ 
ikDrse^diest|itit4rees  cover  die  beautiful  terrace  with 
dbeir  imperviobs  shade;  you  thence  site  benf^did^thb 
:Rhiiie/flie.niouidainsof  the  Black  Por^t  tetnuiiathig 
the  JiorizMi  in  (he  nortii-wi6st    Tbe  cathedcal,' built 
:in'  the  tenth  :century,  is  not  lai^e,  but  its  fionl  d^&ie, 
ahdisl^kirprtfiing  preservation^  considering  ithe.. many 
md  yiqlerit  earthquakes  it  hafi'  been  exposed  to^  'es- 
pecially throne  in  .1356,  which  left,  biftjr  4^  hundred 
houses  standing  *in  the  towt^^    The  name  ^of  Psake, 
giv^  to  ihe  cadiedral:  at  Bftle,  is  dnSved  fiwiiPola- 
tiiraBv^'therelmvingbeen  a  Roman  palace  on  its  i|)te. 
iAicucious  duel,  in  t&e  Dofr  Quixote  style/  nv^as  fought 
.in  1428,  on  the  square  before  the  cdthedral^i '  ^I^tie 
hall  wherethe  celebrated  council  of  B&le  sat^bvent^ba 
iyears,  (1481^10  144S,)  is  still  in  being,  very  shaibby, 
and^df  dltnei^ions,  in  jengtk  aiki  tirecicl^,^  ^at^dly 
eq^id  to^-those  of  the  ^iti^h  House  of  (!^MnAi5fls,^WH!h 
ti^  oeBin^  not  half  do  ^high.*  It  sefems  vei^  iiiadeqflate 
to  ccmtain,  arid  &m  less  to  accxbihttioddte^'th^f Mli^'  «^f 
Jthe'<t^bil','with  fh^^  brop#d  ^^  j^ritic^,  "trm 
-aiid  ^eat^tiieH  of  aflidegrliei^^i^htt  atteridttf'it:^^^^!^"^^  > 

•      :1  Sc^  Cl^.  yxl  Voh  If. 
Vol.  I.  P 
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ii  Th^::pfal^le  whidi  ravagod  Europe  repeatedBy in 
rtiie  JfiAendiJoenturir,  as  it  had  done  in  the  fourteeoili, 
:cikbe)reldu€fed  the  Cbimcil  of  Bftle  to  a  single  membcif, 
'all>liid6e  who  did  not  die  having  fled^.  «^ 

iliTSmtowTif  iheiSitiiatiQn  of  which  appeafs  as  boii- 

venientitoitr^e  ajsiit  is  beantiiol;  has  secb  better^  lyr 
i)aHe9tA,JMTi  fiduxiahing,  days  than  the plCQaent,  anfl 

UAi difl^tito  assi^  a reasoiL Jbr  tke. gr^al  db- 
jitrbaae  of  it^  population.  Aninuannb  'MarocUinus,  9i 
tihe !  fckxtik  CJBntury ,'  speaks  df  it  under  \be\  haiiie  bf 
.Basiiea,  as  abready.  cpnsidecable ;  and  in  the  deventh 
rcentuiry'it  certainly  was  the  largest  townip  HelVetia. 

Ijti^  Qriffiaders;  wUo  <EDnq[uered  Cohstantinople,  met 
iiietAi  ALQ.  1902/.  lit  had^yery  early,  afCelebralMiiiif- 
,9iC8tlyV'a])dtheaH'of. printings  when  Sn  its  infeiic|r 

jrivi^  jwtlete  eilse,  had  h^eialrbady  been  canied  to:fi 
.hi^^^^&rc^f  pciifeGtiiln.:  A  xnjoltitiidexf  envnedt 
j]i^m)>^eB9/liKt?)f.Qr  af  ^l^^st  teceiVed  tbeil:  ^educatioh, 
dHtUIhi^'  tflitev^  isianoii^ido  naipe  fitesmu^,.  Efibr, 
xSMDsmS^l  .^dliii  the.  wtiA,  Holbfem,  i^icn  liotiilkii- 
,^tlHb^g-hi9  (^t^^e^^rrodtiisoiniu^^  ibov^^th^.geimr^ 

^^arf^ofbi^^  Aqojfypfthe^^^crffe^iWfe, 

iffiith  HM^rgiiQaJ<irawi|ig8,ty:h4m,  i^,  wa  .tfnd^iWapd, 
.preserved;  m  tl^  public. library;  but  it  is  Yle]7i<!fe^biA)l 
\vMh^:h^:;^4  any  filing  to  ,do/«ith  :the  fi$fefe?^t^ 
^Skfm^Mo^  Ymfm^rmm.  /  ilEJiig  crielB:a«*i 

composHif>ftf  F^S;.cajg»nj^y.|)aii|M  pn  IfeejfjisrfW  pj/ji 

llSteeXKupofdiibV^  H. 
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ohMiA*ywdL  ^iiidi  it  ww  foimd  neoQsaary  (9  j[k^^ 
^iomjk  sfjventeen  yeaifs  agq*  The  picture  hariqg  sufT 
fuPfd  mudf  fiom  loqg  exfOBure,  and  being  almost  .0^ 
U^ffited,  WW  retoudied,  and  perhaps  wholly  paintec^ 
«|i0ir>  fovr  different  times,  in  the  sixteenth,  sevenj 
te^atl^  and  eig^iteenth  centuries,  yet  always  retained 
ik^  tWftSi  pf  Holbf^in :  this  tradition  is  the  cmly  proof 
ciChis  haying  painted  it.  the  first  time.  There  are  here 
aev«al  gf)^  picturies  by  him ;  we  saw  the  finest,  per; 
huffi,  9t  Ifr*  Vocber's,  a  very  good  artist  himself;  it  is 
on  the  same  subject  as  the  admirable  picture  of  the 
Ui^ee.  Iftvy^  by  Annibal  Carracci  (formerly  in  the 
Qdb»n8.;(^^  now  at  Castle  Howard),  andnoi 

if^yrcfttty  of  the  oc^puison.  Next  to  this^  picture  14 
^.pq^fti^^of  4nna  Bull^n,  by  Holbein  likewise/  bui 
wlierq  tb^  dry,  hard,  inhanncHuous  style  is.  most  con-^ 
TspiouQUS*  We  sawi  at  the  same  artist's,  a  very  fine 
gppgiq^  of  Thun,  and  scxne  interesting  aqua-tinta 
.^qgravii^'  Qoni|K)sed  and  executed  by  him. 
I  I>f»|d,  with^at  interest,  the  following  iaccbuntlol* 
^^*..&^'^  by  no le^s'a  person  than  the  His^rianl 
De  Thou,  travelling  in  the  year  1597;  like  Caesar,  ke 
of  hinw^elf  in'  tfie  tMM  pa^son,  and^wrote  in 
"  J^  Thou  stopped'V%  day^'a^  BdUe  of  m 
^BtmrmqUes^  wiiere  the  Bliine  begins  .ui  ibjB  navigs^il^^ 
knd  etid^VQiitbd'  to  ahpb);  [Mb  tinfe  to  tto  JMit 

'to  Basil  Amerbaidi:  diilslast^  ai  polite  /anflatteniuiir? 
geirfl^nliaii,^'tfevdf '  left  Dfe'thodt  h6'  slteWdd'hn»,  im 
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tipii  of  medals,  and  feomb'  plate  Svhiiili  had  *beeil 
bequeathied  to  hl^  father.  Arabi^  other  tliittgis,  there 
was  k' 'terrestrial  globe[  'of  silver,  worked 'at  Zariehi 
whil6'; he  w^s  admiring ^it,  the^^ldbfe^  cip^hetf; ^fortttitfg 
two  hemls]i)herfes;  wtiich  were/  accbrdih^ 't6  e^fet^ 
iief^i  fflled  Witli  Win^,  ahd^dkift  by  tfeefebrnj^hy,  ^ 
the  'heaitli  of '  De  'Thoti*: '  %^be  hk  S^as  fcondo^ 
to  flie  public  library,  iii  'which '  iti&Ay  vaitMBle!  MSSi 
are  preserved,  such  as  tJie  conihieritai-fes'^ijir  ^potfttt 
ahci  otlier  Greeks  on  Hato  dnd  Aristotle.  He  viiitted 
alsoTelix  Platter,  a  doctor  of  niedicihe,  iMiig  iti^^ 
iar]^e  and  pleasant  house,  where  he'Was  received  Very 
lundly,  and  stewn  an  elk  (alee),  a  mbuiitkin'-iaii  vtd- 
gafly^called'iprmouse*  as  big 'as  a  cat,^'in'W  toi^M 
state,  having  passed  the  winter  without  food';  '  Pfectteir 
shewed  him,  likewise,*  in  the  6oilectioti'6f  fo«'^il*'i^ 
fconrad  Gessner,!a  gVeat  many  btrange  pirbdhctiids^ttf 
jmt^ure,  and' uricominori  insects,  which  *De  *!ffi6ti '  eiia?- 
nun^4  at  leisure,  and  with'gretit  curiosity;' asi^iiked 
by 'Amerpacii*  who  undersldbd  these  thiti^s  extremely 
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[rbe  lords  OQUMellors  of  Zwicli'  {La  Seisf^urie)  jxad  at  first  intendeci 
to  pV^em  tiim  wit&'a^^^y<^^^    5it  WttT^ilttioMsL,  bu^K^Virm- 

§iob9rPn^\hMm,^  wWch,diyi«^d,ipto  tyifQ  l^r|;^  cj^psj^fo^^tbe^pur- 
pose  of  diipbng  joyously  and  copiously.  '  *     *  -    ^'   <r. 


mtk,  Bfttitnikiweiit.to  iiajr  his  respect  to  HieipdanM 

^ikiiger«f;^|lofie  hoMsp  Was.  omameilted  with >num04 

raiiis!  iweinptiow  omipoeed  by  himwlf^a  tlupg: 

WU^  lh0  ext^ed'^;  .  He  kst  w^t  to  the  priiitiii^- 

itfee..ofr]^ttr  P^ran  of  Li|<;xa,  iin^Idm9n,..but  90 

isgefcw,  thfit  li^  irbrked  himself  at  the  ptess. .  Hien 

Dei  Jbtiix;  •  a^r  returning  thanks  to  Amdrbach  for  all 

ltt&>gdal;ti6c^>.took  his  departure  from  Blle,'''&c.: 

,^*Wli«tii^  ahh^  present  inhabitants  of  B&le  ace'  as 

bdtqpitiibte'aad  as  learned  aa  they  i^ere  atithe  time  of 

Jk  Th0iivi  we  had  nb  pppbrtunity  what^er  bf  judgit^; 

but  if  public  report  isi  to  be  crated,  ^it  putsiiits 

»e  4ow  r^tther  mojte  directed  to-  the  aoquisiition  of 

liealth^ijthto  tothe  ooltivatidn  of  literature  ocseieoce, 

laidtliesrhotises  not  by  any  .means  so  ceadily  dpetied 

td:stru^rs.i:  The  population  of  B&le  ha^s  gradi^aliy 

QBcareased  since  tiie  seventebnth  oentory»  and  is  nbw 

enefifaalf; of  yAi^  it  was  thto;  it  cttcumstanoe  pot 

aasiiyi  amounted.  Tor/  cobsideling  the  adVsgitages  of 

sitiialidn  and  :di6  Meady  industty  bf  the  inhribitantSv 

ifiiiouis^  iXIV.  built  &e  citadel  of  I^uikingeci^  w^thiA 

oalIBQil^siidtof  Bftle^  withivfews  litdttfatrouxafaleitoithe 

Pelyetic  Neutrality.  -  It6  demolition,  stipulated  jik  the 

test  general  tiieaty  oi  peaoe,  has  since  be^'fwrried 

•'•*  'i  y  111.  .:■/:   •  /     '   •        !   ;.     .   •  *       .^   '  -r    -      -s^ 

■^'  *Thk4fAJr}Xs'  iwinget'*  resid&ica  Jiad  no  other  tsL{)efttryb(it  fK^M 
i^p^rij^fi^in  H^reAr,  in  Greek,  in  Qefroaii,  all,  as  i&  'affirm?«l,  mo^ 
iBg^nio^uslj,  devise4;  it  took  a  great  deal  of  time  to  peruse  thip 
lL'arhe<f  house.  Amateurs  may  find  a  selection  of  these  inscriptions  in 
tlicBasiliaSepiiltaofToiiijula.  ''  .      r 


"^ 
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but  a  Dtelanchrily  re^iddnb^  (6t  tke  rertti&iuing  iikak^ 
taintK  of  th«  fcMy^i^ififty  cnpfd^  hmi^^Matlin 

tDite  asa  gukte;  he1iad4b^'aft'eye,  Msatrmwas^m 
a  Bling,  iand  hiis  head  beuiid  up  with  a  dirty  tag  of  >a 
handkerchief;  the  la^rge^^litaiy  hatidv^itlodf'M 
an  tmshated  couhteiianoe,  deeply  iinged  tt^bHeand 
sickness,  rather  tktn  snnburbt ',  a  pair  cf  cast^dff  shdes, 
much  too  large  fer  his  feet,  were  &st^»ed  on  iiiiU 
p^dsthiead,  and  he  wore  abput  his  waist  sometfaisiy, 
which  tnigfat  haWbeen  an  dflSM!;er's  scarf,  In  ofdei^tc^ 
keep'ilns  tatter^  cdat  fitM^  flying  abroad  Saivator 
Ac»a  was ^  stwip^  ^  ^poft  his^  fi^te ;  and  wiien^  '^sad 
historian,  of  the  pensive"  ruins;  be  be^m  hii^  nan^ve; 
the  towering -expresi^ion  of  his  countenance,  and  surly 
¥ome  and  maimer,  acoMded  perfectly  with  his  genoral 
appeaiaxice.  He  liad  b^n  an  artiil^ry-mah  durmg 
the  sifige^'had  bedn;rw^miided,  and  was  just  d 
from  die  lidapital.  ItiHh  ilUuvumlr,  lie  abused 'irwirjF 
bbdir;  ibe  ^fimperor  (of  Aiustiia  first,  his  own  cMi- 
niander^Desaet;  (Gfeniral  Boribanegre,  whose  dbte  defence 
offrtlie  plateiis  wdl' (known)-,! ''  Wie  were  bebtaybd,^ 
he  ^aKd[MEned,''!Sold,'*&c:  One  hiuiidKied  aadjpiixQ^ 
women  and  twenty  men  are  all  that  remain  of  the 
Ibimer  ippputation ;  and  our  driver,  who  had  been  con- 
^r^ing  widi  some  of  the  solitary  ladies,  while^  we 
looked  over  the  dismantled  bastions,  found  them  still 
more  discontented  than  our  invalid  guide,  aqd  consider- 
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iVthe  undw  piopoitioil  tbdur  sex  bose  iii  the  giifliia 
ptpslation  4kf  the  plaoe»  this  diaoonlent  wss  nalmiiA 
eooiigh/ 

j^slf  itey  betweoi  Hunmgen  and  Bftle, '  we  obinf^ 
Botx^naoB  with  itlwfdUoimig  inscripticBi.:  ''L'«m^ 
du/JSkm:nm  Ic9  ardrdi  du  QMml  Mareau  i  mm  nhMt> 
dfjf^Bmagn$;  Ala mdnukc du  OMral Abbatuod^  tmh 
klasuiUkdu  bksmm  qu'U  rtfiU  m  dSfendmlJa  die  dit 
f!M:d^Hwtm8en.'''-^'*Vnio 

wa  asked  a  dtizea  of  Bile.  ''  We  did/  he  m8W(^«d» 
V  Why/'  we  ccmtinned,  **  ahoukl  you  Elfish'  to  distuib 
the  afibes  of  the  deadr— ''  Aak  thoeet*"  he  replied^ 
f'wbo  puHed  down  the  Osmuify  of  Monitor  Th^ 
two  csBBes  were  not  exactly  similar,  but  the  9]Niil 
which  ammated  the  acUm  was  the.saoie, 
:  About  two  hours  and  a  half  aftsK  lea^ing^  Bftle>  on 
the  load  to  Stdiaffhausen,  we  passed  the  viSage  lOf 
Augst,  on  the  site  of  a  Roman  city  (Augusta  Rfrntm- 
cumt),  founded  by  Augustus  fifty  years  befpre.our  em, 
wUk^b  perished  in  the  fourth  or  fifth  c^qltury,  ^unqg 
Mxne  oC  the  invasions  of  northern  barbarians^  withoM 
the  droumstanees  being  recorded  any  where.  l4uAff 
conjectures  that  it  was  destroyed  by  an  earthquijije^ 
J^9Pai|3^  Ai]^  of  Ijhe  ruins  is  now  under. the  ])e¥(d  of 
tbe  BiiWt    Mr-  Ebel;  attribut«j  tlie  q^astropbe  ^ 

•SeeChap.  ii.  Vol.  II. 

t  Lucius  Munfltius  Plaucus  condticted  the  irolony;  and  it  appem» 
hy  n  ttuciiptkm  found  on  xh^  -spotf  that  the  ootooitts  vtvs  thp 

Rauriaci  (Colpnia  Rmuricse).  ^  ,^ 
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Ami^iiDiach,  the  Jame  Vho  i^as  so  friencfly  to  De  Thoia^ 
drew  an  accurate  plan  of  all  these  ruins,  which  isinper, 
iBTTOdtinliieiibi^ry  ofBftfe.  i!he  theli^e,  the'aque- 
cfiict;v»'4he'  waife  of  the  townyhitvein;  a.greatd^ree 
(iKdppiSQffed  siime'  that' time'; .  but  maiay  other,  reaiaio^ 
ihm  uwGt^r  gbiiiid,  have  sim^  been  broyght  to  light 
•Mielibrtti^  <if  B&Ie  possesses,  it  is  said,  twtelVe  thoiii 
saM  meddte,  mostly  foun^  in  tliese  ruins  It  is  suti%^ 
i[>inatter  ^f  surprise  thait  so  many  fi^ecblsi^  and  {^pps 
bf  6oSn,  shbiild  have  been  found  among  the  njips  of 
dtitiquity,  wfiidi  imply  a  much  greater  number  still, 
Midfleii; '  We  modems  do  not  scatter  about  bur  money; 
and:  otb<^  valuables,  in  this  manner;  and  wfaen^  scnxie 
thousand  years  hence,  London  and  Paris  coine  to  be 
dag"  hixi  oJH^6m^fiields,  on  the  banks  of  the  Thaimes  and 
the  Sfeine,'the  pieces  of  gold  and  silver,  and  of  brass; 
piidfed-iip  among  their  ruins,  will  still  be  Greek;  and 
tRoirian,  wkh  very  few  French  or  English.  The  rea^ 
Bbft  Biust  be,  thai,  how-a-days,  misers  do  not  iMwy 
ibieiy  freaslK'es,  iWii<:;h  is  assuredly  all  in  favoor  of 
ttife  modem^^sfale  of  society,  and  security  of  pio- 
jseky.'   ''•'■'  '•>  t'  ■' 

*'^  lASfale  as  ^e^  fourteenth  century,  merchants  travel*- 
ifii^albl&g'^fe 'Rhine  were  dften  plundered  by  th« 
feudal  lords  of  the  country.  These  proud  chiefs,  hos- 
pitable as  the  emirs  of  Arabia,  entertained  likewise 
a"  very  exalted  opinion  of  the  profession  of  high^ 
way  men;  but  the  vulgar  citizens  of  towns  had  fsur 
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iSmityhi  ?deas,  and  destroyed,  wlienever  they  could^ 
tK^'&froijg  fipldfi  of  these  noble,  robbers.  Tliose  of 
Bate,  feving  taken  the  castle  of  Falkenstein,  ccnn- 
manding  the  pass  of  CSuse,  between  this  and  Soleure, 
(A  oiir  nglit,'  cut  off  the  heads  of  the  whole  garrisoa 
interrohdn.' 


Waldshut,  Jttwe  21. 


H^e  Wfe*'2(fe'  in  Germany,  eleven  leagues,  or  hours, 
from'  B&le,  in  thirteen  hours,  including  threer  hours* 
le^  at  StStt,  a'  Village  on  the  Swiss  side  of  the  Rhine, 
ofpdiiiJb  SecKin5gen,  where  we  dined  at  a  qouilkty  imi. 
OiirToptoi,  perfectly  neat,  had  five  windows,  conimand- 
ing  a^loHbus  view  up  and  down  the  Rhine,  and  that 
part^  of*  Germany  called  the  Black  Forest,  extending 
ontlie  other  side  to  distant  niountains.  It  is  np  longer 
a  forest  infested,  as  formerly,  with  robbers;  the  best 
lands  axe  now  cultivated,  and  the  people  are  indus- 
trious and 'orderly;  Our  landlord  at  Stein,  a  very 
sensible  man,  told  us,  that  the  strict  police  established 
by  the  French  had  contributed  to  the  dbange ;  we*  had, 
he  added,  on  the  Swiss  frontier,  much  to  suflfer  from 
the  French  armies  from  1796  to  179S!;  noton  the 
part  of  the  soldiers,  who,  as  soldiers,  were  i»ather  of 
the  better  sort,  but  from  the  systematic  plunder  and  in- 
satiable rapacity  of  the  general  dficers. "  Tlie  bridge 
over  the  Rhine  at  Seckingen  is  built  of  wood,  and 
covered  with  a  roof;  its  seven  arches,  estimated  at 
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fifty  or  sixty  feet  sp^^  would  ^ve  ^tK)^|Lf<^liw;^^ 
J^eet  width  to  the  Rhin^  althougjli  Mr.:  Ebel  0ym  P)0^ 
two  hundred  and  eighty  feet  to  that .  rj^vex  aft  B^, 
where  it  Appears  full  as  wide  as  here.  .        , 

We  should  think  an  innkeeper's  bill  alon^  the  Rhine^ 
in  Csesar's  time,  Ammianus  Marcellinus'^,  or  G¥<^ 
Mr.  De  Thou's,  a  most  valuable  document;  and  encou- 
raged by  this  reflection,.!  shall  here  record  our  dinner 
at  the  country  inn  of  Stein,  althc^h  I  dink  it  in 
general  unneces^sgry  to  trpuble  the  readeijp  with  such 
^details,,  however  important  they  may  in  reality  be  t^ 
travellers  during  their  journey*-  Our  landk)nl  told 
us  thi^  he  and  his  neighbours  Wjexe  all  proprietors^ 
:ind  raised  what  they  cpnspmed^  and  that  there  wtsf 
very  little  cidl  for  their  surplus  produce,  particylarly 
LX)r'horse-feed,  but  v^hat  travellers  occasioned.  Lai^d 
is  much  subcUvided,  and  worked  mostly  by  the  spade. 
He  could  not  speak  positively  ap  to  the  price  of  land» 
as  little  of  it  was  in  the  market,  yet  he  ,tbou|^  a 
measure  of  five  hundred  Swji9s  feet  by  one  hundiced 
(about  an  Engllsb  acre  aiKl  a  quarter),  might  he-worth 

*The  dishes, wisr?  no|  ordered,  but  such  as  the  ]|mdlord  chpscrlp 

give;  the  pottage  came  alone.     Then,  for  the  iirst  course,  we  hful 

bouillii  vear  cutlets  over  sour  crout,  fried  calves' feet  over  spinage. 

Second  course,  two  small  trout^  a  pigeon,  tongue  in  ragout.     Third 

cottiise,  a  chicken  larded,  roast  vea),  .^nd  ^lad;  and  fourthly,  the 

kssert,  consisting  of  gruyere  cheese,  biscuit,  almonds  and  raisins,  and 

V  small' bottle  of  particular  vin  du  Rhin,  having  had  commoner  wine 

'  luring  the  dinner,  which  was  remarkably  well  dres^.   For^isikiie 

.  ve  were  charged  forty  batz,  equal  to  five  shillings  sfeerHng  f<i>r  u^  tw^« 

n  England,  it  might  have  cost  five  or  six  times  as  much. 
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•«e  ImntlM   flOriiB,   or  about   Ibrty^^e*  pounds 

^  Aftdr^M^^the  lOme orar  iho  bridge  «f  I^^ 
}KMkig;  veyy  U^  tad  narrrow,  and,  to  ieqkpeafaooe, 
Mtmmeiy  jkd  «Ad  craiy,  "bisat'over  m  M^tisd  part  of 
fte  ri^r  ^iirfaioliM  soon  franthe  giddylieic^  tuaUh% 
&wr  sottken  nrdrics,  we  Ibuiid  ooraelVeB  in  OeraBuqr^ 
andihtheOrand  SodijorBaden.  Largis  boatepass 
tte  sa]Hds  6mpty»  and  ginded  by  itopea  from  the 
shore;  but  a  young  Ehglisliman  (Lord  IContague) 
lost  faisflife  hese  some  years  ago,  in  foo&Hddy  attHnqpt- 
ing  t^  ecRKlud;  bis  boat'tumaelf ;  and»  by  a  siqgAlaif 
eaiBkndence,  his  nekii&ace  at  hoBoie,  €owdfay  Casflei 
KPiB  iMitnt  to  Jdte  ground  that  Tery  sdme  day.  ThA 
dttliga'ofcoiHittieavre  bad  just  misde  would  scaitely 
hive  been.  peie^T^le,  only  diat  we  were  iortaediately 
teaaaitod  by  num^obsbbggars,  who  sUe  very  rare  in 
&iv«(»fclaild.  .  The  women;  also  locked  puobi  wone, 
fiaini ;  the  ciBwn>ata«ge  of  dieir  working  harder;  and 
bcai^  e9qf>6^ed'to^:aim  W!i|haut  the  bijge  :st9mr  hatcf 
of  ib^  £wim/WK)ibm>  or  isit  least  Wewting  them  eoeked 
stqtngdy^anpimr^  siitli0i  so  as  to  ia»iitelr[iip.|mipose 
of  liifitity  agakist  tibe  sun,  aad  oertifkily  ifofte  of 
beauty.  The  country  did  not  aj^p^^.  quite  so  thiddy 
uAsdarited,  aqd.  thevUla^  were*ait  a  ^reatwdistMioe 
finm  leack  other.  T^iio  h»gUea,  or  hours^  fiNrtfaer^  iMe 
readied  Waldshut,  juat  befbre  the  rain  whi(h  had  \»m 
tfarea*eiing^andiwill  laythe  dust  by  whid).  Y^e  haVie 
bem.niUxih  onnoyied.    Stafks'  arevery  (Ktomon ftlong 
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the  fearful  summit  of  every  steeple,  old  tower,  or  :J^Y'm 
chidiiie;^,.wb^rthe  hea  /on  i^ts  is!  Beetle f^tocHngAer 
ywmg  wi^h  heir  ydrd^of .  nedc. ;  HiAmthstaniiiig:  ^mS 
awkwanrd  ^pearance,  tbe^e  lairds  fljt^iivifUy/tod,^^! 
\mdB^:ptGyy  skim  th^  air  en  extendi  arid  motioid^dtr 
wings,  giting  only  aowjand/dien  a  $h6it  and  tigoroui^,; 
bat  ipx^ceptible  stroke;  their  long  red  legs,  stretched 
mUerthe  tail^  form;  in  the  air,  a.sii^le  line  wilh  Iket 
litifflttogifrhftenfeckrand  rMbill:  f   :  »:: 

'{nhkvebhuttckl  to  mention:  the  i^ostohi  in  Bvris» 
hui9lMGddry/pf  burmng,  or  liaibirar  6f  8idoking,the  lai]ri  j 
it  iis  d^ne  thus :  a  long  line  of  green  fiigbts  asklcfead 
Idi^es,  covered  ovw  with' tuirf  or  clods,  is  set  fife  to? 
ttier'J:iroih'lD^n)6  very  slowly;  and  smokes  a  great  dtecll 
t}{f(^ugh*!&6  interstices  of  ite  earthy  covering,  whichj 
t«^ii^  thoit^aghly  idipre^ated  knd  <^^  issCollter^ 
0!bOM{  m  a  pulverized  state,  over  the  field,  ^hii^  <if 
fereilixes  in'  an  eK[traordinary  maimer,  particularly  for 
pbtdtm&,'  arfid  at  Very  little  expense,  Tlbe .  Swiss 
farinetB  c6Uect  in  large  casks  thedrainings  bf^tbeip 
dunghil}s  and  hc^-pens,  brcnight  in  carts  to  their  po- 
tato fields ;  thete  the  nice  stuff  ife  drawn  off  into 
^obden  tubs  well  fitted  fo  the  shoulders  of  men,  and 
soiiietimes  of  \Yomen,  wh&,  walking  along  the  ftirixiwd 
oPthe  potato  field,  di^tril^te  in  due  proportions  to' 
each  plant,' by  stooping  to  the  fight  and  left,  the  ccffifee-^ 
coloured  nectar  pouring  over  their .feads;  Itis  ind-j 
possible  to  do  a  niore  uncleanly  thing  more  delicately,' 


ktt:!dft> vMipdii  isvtt^^  I  do  aot  loKmrhMr 

Virgil  nioidd  faaye  got  over,  this  pfouss:  of  InetwMl^, 
ifrlie  Aid  fouwt  it.Mtet^^  at  tbe  tinejoffthe 
€hMi^gk»^,  time  is  ceftauijLMtljJ^  ioiilhaiis  cbng^ual 
to  pocAry  Md  muiiioe;  ..     ;  >     >  i.: 

•-   •-      '     ■    ■    ^    .   ^   :-.      .  \.    .     .    ,    .   V'.-i 

':  .......         •   ..  .  ,.  ill  tr-    ^ 

.  It  jcajnkdbAlld&y  ye^tej^is^y,  9Wi.  we remm^vat|f4 
up.m  our  room  at  a  QenoniLii  inn  19  Waldsl^u^  ^liSPyr 
mgia^ddy's  nst>widL.aur  bookd,  ftn4.<4Mierywg!m9B 

fMui^^of'flur  caaenctate.  The  proje(^iQg:,rpQf^r  i]jf 
iMiiKa^afiaicL so. .inkidi  Ahell^r  pn  footh.^d^^  <4 -^ 
stwctti/  tlat  thoibeau  aex^  qf  Wa^diE^ut  vrere:/<)Mt  «JJi 
iby.laog>ia:theu!  Siuldajr  cloftbe3«  a#  if  t(bad,i)e«f» 
ifate: weather.  Their  IcnevyeUfliw hair  ma. 9i|)gl^.p}]^ 
hung  down  to  their  heels,  along  a  baqk  |imde;/y^ 
istmigbk  hf.Jthe  habit.of  ourryiog.  pails  of  ipil^  ^ai^ji  of 
WKMT^' onathe.liaad;  theix.  epow-whi(e:'s43»9?i^v9^ 
irdAdd'Up^toitbe  .sfai(^^  ykm\9i  dipgwy, 

«tii4iitt«ilti'aiiii^;;  th»  diork  ied  at^svtiei^  i«^:  !W)lh 
lilM&ii^  fi«uit,Mand  a  ptettiooat^  scarcdty  km@i^t"i(ttM»it>f^ 
8edti^kilt$ih]4^ii(;|hi]ig  df.thSobwi^  J^b^i^  i^^ 

Ml  in  sight  The  aged  awmg  .thfim».  :g0Q9iB% 
4ftigltffti|f  Itfotoi:  :ia^  ciadtUiSE^diJil^  'M^di^m:  in 

^i^tiff^iiOfxaourjIiapailQHiitf:  I  the.}le^[:{}r^pna^ 
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artidM  w^rev  ail'  i:>aten  .sola  of  hiiiitk  M^ifqf^ 
ail*€rmr  totiteitate  podHt  koe,  canopy:  i^i()iii^ei»  i)i(Q  n 
cMi  {mttem ;  tbeii,  a  pondatx^ia  table^i.dtdo jof  to^iettl 
bak;  ^lli  si^eadiiig  legsta  secure  it  agw^toi^^^^ji^iiis 
in  case  of  an  earthquake,  these  «oixvid«i^iiP:  of  oatpo 
being  very  frequent  along  the  Rhine  during  the 
fifteenth  century^  a.peti<M:^vit/eilj4vft  ^lo  might  have 
been  in  its  prime ;.  the  worsted  carpet-coverii^,  glow- 
k^  wi&  the  jpiittiiti'v^e  colours  qf  the  raiidww,  kad 
weA  inany  geiierajlibn&  of  traveUers,  and  promised' to 
iset^'mik^  more,^  fro«i  t^  uniform,  cteei  #^>iBliich 

9aittiiibm  Is  kie^  itt  !Gtet«iaa:hgafies/ahhaiiBfa  «n»tnb(ia» 
fi^ajftkulajiy  ^as  to  flo(^        4£ta[i8^  wmotiao  itoispihaip 
ouB  las  in  Swiizetllatid.  iNblit  sbutiin<4iid  kctae^^^obi 
^yilufig:  but  (Steni^ 
^dksrdtood*  ai  Utd»>Fjf^iich/a4di  iKwing'ite 

ferai^tMn^. '"  -^  -'  '-'  ■--  -'^  -  '^'-d  :i  •:    -.     .--./  /;  ^-jud 

:    OnehaJfoftheO^TSoaQ^^irards^ai:^^ 

tile  ^aanei  i^  inSlng^ish^  paiticuladlyfod  coiitnon  thuePk 

^m  iktitf^nay  be  sure  to  mtieipiB  bikmMQmaim 
^etthe^prcmittciakioniof  the  two  laxiguageal  i9 1^0iQftys§^ 
d£iSMr«nt,  1ih$Lt'  the  Joiowled^/  pfrtohe  doaa.BC^ljMtAblf 
^JteundcflfStand-theothbr;  ;  :  :'  .ti.Vi^  ni  :•  r 
f'^  Ib^y  We  &k  bfi^  ?Rtth  ime  ^ktUerJ  <i*d  jtrftTieJ^ 
^#o&gh'ft>ftie>'CQCtttfi9t,/:ih«^i^  w(ttef}j^g$ 

%^;dil^fly  0»k/aitd  :iMnp(trcq«des^  neitonsiw^fisMp 
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af  hay  and  com,  pronpsing  w^t«  but  haTuig  fiiwtt 
scattqred  dweUinga  than  in  Swtoerianri;  Hese,  aawel 
as  tlieTe,  tke  peasants  bow  or  nod  kincSy  U>  you  as 
yctt  pass. along.  Oxen  are  harnessed  tothecaitor 
j^di^  fey  a  duin  passii^iunder  Ae  throai  in  femcU  a 
manner  to  to  strasgle  Hie  animaL  if.  he  Should  fab  sft 
ill-adviped.aa  t0'4iAerthiSf  might  jaidraving.  . .  '-". 
AboaVthfe^  .mites;  fc^wStfbsSha^  saw;  M 

a  4istalfce,  th^.  sapidli  of  the  fiiline  abpve  iliBi  &H ;.  and 
l«viilg)Oiff  ¥ehicle>:ii4Mhweift:oii;to  the  toWn,  iH 
proeecded  on  iS^ot  ^,t)to';fiq^  wherb^*  fixin  a*  hei^it; 
we  diseot^i^  at  obee  the  foamSog  bceaketa  ^afaonrisi 
tfie  ab^FSS  i>#km,  llie  cal»nu:t  betWQM,  pikiri^ 
^e  cHAiiieE  passages^  siqfiarated  by  four  insidaited 
ro^],  ifAiufKMng;  iibe  limrerlad  ceiiei^  sndi  huge  blacR 
he^dfl^b^y^Aai^ging  ttU^  nartow-basesy  undpnnined  by 
theoeaaddssiittry  ofthe 'waters^  to  ^dvUch  every  part  6t 
Ifadif  smf aeb  hli^beeasuixxssiirelyiespbsed;  first,  the 
top  oatf,  /irfhfaD  thelcataract  ft^ftoai  tiisit  hei^,  ^bldi 
gradually  lower  dowii^  at  ftfie  mU,  pefhicpiS)  (^.  aeenf 
iwy  foc^s^/indbJ  oHoiilir  nUmyicetiiuries^nliglit^^ 
fequir^^cabthat  mte^ilaJwaar  Kfrajii  tii^'iwy;ftevedid 
flbdd^g^k^Kwiiito  its  ^kaeat  Ufm^l  ieiEtvin^ceKify-th^ 
£iuriuibilated  lemnantis^vlfbuld'be  tf^h^^(xiap\jM^ 
Urn  tfifi undertake  ^Sbeit'Mk  jWii^  witi»&8l«i;  wh(f 
ffrMenflthefeiivas  aihrt&iwhi^  1^  %)£ll(l^|>&la^(^  m^ 
aocessible  fpimi  betom^,  and  t^U  of^theM  ^Af«yi:hai^ 
^did^rapcapss  iacfcUnOnig  te  tbe  «(^To»  bii^sftoiK^, 
white  iiiffvi^nbijUs!  Mbr  theiv(  ^y^mog  ct^diiftitflfedi  ^ 
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lk)us  witiiesNeafthefar^^<v:e6:  iiaiaeiklone^wvl^rgDii£>:the 
ehsmge (they' ascriba^lojlh^e locks:  .Mr: ffib^'cdfkws 
^fh)m'tlifi:eircniinfi^ta3icBi€lf  Rcmma^^tatiomlifa^viagtj^tast- 
ed'on^thfi  faQrdelrs(df'tl»sialDa^^f Cbnsi^  wkemtli^ 
mo\M  Jhkve- beriilunderi.^water  if  .IliBirtatdi^  dslt&^at 
SchafiPhaus«Bf  which  €>d(^i^»ii»:  ih^mi  ^haid^lie^  ickfegi- 
deraMy  higher)  an  la^gumeMag^ilist^liii^  greiV^^inge 
having  tsMkn  jdace'iiiice^th'e  time  of  ithe"*Il^fetn^. 
Jlome,howev^er,  was  jbut  yi^«sfeerdayv  i^orHparedtSthe 
atocumhlatcd  liua^er  of  ageE^evide^tly  tiedess^y  i^eflisl^ 
Wy  tD^redumacsolid  moss  bf  i«ks%  tifeliiklbix  rf 
#«ter;i^^jid  :ih®  arguiheiitoB'eems  <Aher^ig^  iftQtJ>ety 
bdoclusive;,  £>r  thd  &11  at  'Sdiaffh9.izsen  pi^hi Jbe  mairf 
ftet  fci^er  IStetfi  it  is  riaw^  and  eVeu  a^  iii^  as:  the 
vetnaining  i^iUars,  without  at  aU  raising:  dt^vl^^v 
thQiJ^dce  erf.  Gotefcance,  as :\the  rapidity  oC^eirinde 
cK]fur<^  oftPbe.BJbmelshen^  rtb  iWmuchitdd) 

hi^  abohre!  Scibaffhaii^^  to  be  aflfectedilby ,^i  s^ 
ppfi0dgl5ea*f!r:elevatijMi  ofithe.fallr/  :  '  .v')I  v:i;:ij.  ji: 
.  :l^ii9:  AC^ibaata  in  .attendance  to  takd  ipu  kcrw* 
b^Spw  Khfeiall:  ita  proxiimty  ^apdmoiite;  tfae.kgiftation 
Qfih0iv;a|^r^  th^  foam,  wydpodls;  and  7apid%  dfcthb 
QKVT^t^;  Q^pecMly  ^when  .dieBdiine:is  Jaafnfikiiasi.at 
^^mU  aiie  ^ecTtainly  teicriic;iii^d  jgivtiyimithsi  Annk 
i4iat  cfi:  idap^,  ali^ugh  .tiofcirihe;  reality.  r[]  Bnt i^ 
b^tl^ioe^  %&  beiirighlehfid  at^aind  rcottsr  siifiEsrand 

^oiftlh^  roefcy  sboDc^7cltMS»fto;tibe  Mv  dnd/atiprds^ 
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tolK*iB«tit«iW.»f  tQ^^,pQip9Wits  yRtbju.^^sJbpM. 
JjK*^.  ift/w^  retwwl  itp,»Mft;gmw^.iyijsr|^  ,.'V«'iivl 

fi9m\-SiiS>^(Soq^»mW-    ^  velocity f^n4jfl^bHs% 

<»U§d,  qfflFp?«ss,jpeiiiaps,.|^ifi,g^tfa  itselfj.;b«tit^ei;«j« 

(rf  tile  .4«ericft^.c?,tfiraRt  is  pr^^bly  .ten,timei^,g|^^ 
^,  t)ra$dti^  si^;  f  ime#  as.  gi^eiat,  and^i^g^t  %e^/|c^^;*; 
.jfpt  it  b^n^s}  oy§r,  a^i  descends  unl)jo|ce^^,,jip  i^  n^- 
liye  ^i|efajl4, ,gf^n,,\ ^ ,  yei^ical ,  lakes, ,  9^  ilj  \y:ere^  in; 
4e?i4  Qf  <^ hoiplzoataljpne.  The  Rhine, on  thjecojotrary* 
4s:l)^e.iaJl«fr9|4»i  j^  fury,,  froin top  tp.bQttcHn ;  itn^igl^ 

k^iCOWip^ffii^^Ss^^W^  f?f,^»Pl«i!;but  does  JWt.m^ 
a,-rJf<?WQi..pifSurB  t}ntl;ati^cc<«in|,;,^d^,^bp^ght,^ 
j^Hg^  1%^ besjfjesfift ju^pr prop^ionf ] ,  AtNiagiij^ 
^i^eijf|igf,^s.ii>p^gpiJ5«?3|it ;:  bait  h/^rq  it  ^  ignoble;  ^ 
jit»itiyf^ljff,q)fep^v^  the  q^tipi  of  Lau^i  jexoepted, 

■  *  Qjie  of.thQ  dimeniions  of  an  object  intended  to  be  mcakufea 
'tJt^lA'^'^iicW^  ^of  Vrifni^e'd;  thd  oihfer'di^erisioA  ^ajr  be  bWaftfcd  tariti 
tolerable  exactness,  by  holding(J^ftl}^aU!li^,.sti^k;,.8^|i)r^^,y9f^  ^jLgpf 
^^j^/»j^'|i^^efjgt|i,^|)jetw^n^l\e  abj^cj  and- your  eye,,and  cpvenM  the 
known  dimenuon  with  a  correspond ihg  portion  orthe  stick  dr  fehger, 
"wfcft^  seWe^tieiti  Wai  icsAk  t(f  mls\xfe  the  'anrknowrt^flfem^niiohs/  Tte 
ftllioLMIagkftiy  f0r di^(tope4 tfeiBiigkn«vri;taiiQ  ^pe ibiindf^ft^id/^l)- 
^Jj^t  .^gh,^  itt  ,Qan,  be.  lEieasured  vif j^H  ip^t^ea^e-^y  ar  pluraraf t^ai^^ 
line  when  standing  at  the  top,)  and  haying  ta'^en  a  conye'iiient  s'tafioh 
aBbet'one^Mlledhdalialf  belovvi'l  fe'rfridth^  ^:^giHt6fM^ikk^ii^'l- 
td^nituneflrithGiinown  liwgkt,  that  is  ^ual  to. two  thous4njd  seven  hmnr 
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^^Meii,  how^Ve^;  is  hot  partScilliiH^  |»idliireHq1l^  mx^ 
if  I  khay  be  alioweid  the  ejcjfii^Ak^iofi,  mMm  tite  ftfi. 
tiadlHie  fab^ufc^  being  otteigf'&g^SKti^^ 
of  ZxMdtidt  of  SehdflnuSik^,  1  #biiM  ^^Stt^y  ^f0ik 
fi*  levelKng  to  life  gtd^  a  T«fe  IbtoaBd  itfillrt?* 
hottise,  thre»e  'StoHes  Mg^,  stuck  up  oVer  agsiii^l  tb^ 
reff  cktaHiiGt,  khd  fiffl  5fe  frcait  of  it,  ton  an  i^Iahd. 
I  wdiild  next  pull  up  by  Ihe  iWfets  eV^  plant  <Jf4 
iBtiB  Vflet  vineyard^  abo^e  this  cat&ract,  and  fohfi^ 
ihg  now  the  back  gtouttd  of  it:  tiotMng  te ^df6 
paltry  than  a  vineyard  in  a  picture.  (Ib^,  hdwfr 
ever,  to  be  understood,  I  would  liidenAiify  Ihe  thff- 
ler  a^  the  proprietor  of  the  vineykrd.)  l*he  doto^ 
pid^liSoh  of  the  lancfebape  below  the  fall  b^ihg  -qiiitfe 
i£i6Ste4]^if)iiable,  hixuWaiA  wdcds,  arid  tock^,  attd 
"teVery' ^iig  that  txndd  be  wished,  it  is  the  mor*  prd- 
Vola%  for  the  picturesque  spectator^  as  he  xbHiii  tfim 
his  back  to  it  all  when  looking  <Ai  t!te  main  objects 
Finally,  I  would  plant;  aboV6  the  fall,  attack  grdine 
of  forest  trees  ;  without  these  improvements,  CMie  of 
the  marvels  of  the  world  will  for  ever  look  little  better 
than  an  overflowing  mill-dam. 

The  day  was  drawing  to  a  dose,  atid  it  became 
necessary,  before  dark,  to  think  of  our  night  quarters, 
three  miles  off,  through  a  country  partly  overflowed  by 
the  Rhine.  Yet  wfe  lingered  to  contemplate  the  catd.- 
ract  illuminated  by  the  last  rays  of  the  sun :  the  dashes 
xyf  emeraM-green  at  the  top  seemed  now  more  bright 
than  ever,  the  foam  of  a  mote  dazzling  whiteness,  and 


fsiff^^  aliiiBady  spr^td  .th^ir  ve^^e  .tenaocirdver  i^ 

to.toi^iMlf  ptt^s^^  he^ito^  aiid  fierce  U9  to^ 

tb|a,  9a&0f^.%i(^V w^ks^-^  w»  ibmiBSSatt  mode 

,aatia]3i^jQlain9«irs.  .  The  lcffmer:divided  iiita:^oiip8» 
carefuU]{,fiy0idi(ig  any  Ofsooamunicatioii  with.eoeh  other 
4stiU  wQij£»  than  wUh  the  fcf eign  Ji^yeUtar^^  niavor  .es- 
johaogi^.  a  word,  .9P^d  aCAf^y  a  look^  with  aay  but 
llie  Ieg4t9nate  ii^jt^riomti^  ^  their  own  set ;  women 
^dh/^ii^g^patQie  paiitiQ»Iarly  ip  the  i^e^  from  native  jm- 
m^  w^JicdUily^  M  dB.mudaiaafratn pride  oar  ftom 
99it]^^ixiie  >.gs^  ;br6Qdipg.  Some  of  the  ladies  Itere 
QUg^  iKi  SGP|^.;„jyie:y  wore  the  Batiobal  qplouts,  aqid 
jre  49Y^iii^H^  tbem  \4rawing  oomp^risoBa  between 
wfeat,^  ,hfti.  under  our  «yes  and  Coralyn,  giving;, 
jus^y  .^aai^jugh^^^^^t^^  prefer^n^e  to  the  Clyde;,  but,  at 
any  raAe,  ^fty  beloved  jti  /!4ll8^!aM0«  The  G^annan 
JUu^iesi,  j^di  the  ^pnitraryvOcsBitrived  t^  Ufnmxim^i^ 
in  ix^flferen^^ifeB^ ;;  with  gewime  shnptieijly,  whotty 
uiKjonsoious  of  fqrwanhjies^,.  aithcpgb,  it  jteight  un* 
^btedly  have  b^en  so  qualified  iiii  England,  thf^r 
bj^ed  of  ujy  friend  to  le^  them  hear  a  few  wprds  ift 
EngUA*  just  to  know  ^  sound,  to  which  they  w^re 
strax^fjrs.    If ,we  a;re  to  judg<?  of.  the  r^spectiv^  in^irits 
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of  these  opp0sit6''<maiiiier^,  by  the  impressk)ri  theJjr 
leave,  I  think  the  question  is  already  decided  by  thi^ 
iEiiglish  iagaJnst  th^nselres ;  yet,  at  the  Same  time  that 
ihey  blame  and  deride  thfeir  own  proud  reserve,  and 
Would  depart  from  it  if  they  well  knew  how,  a  few  only 
venture:  I  really  believe,  they  are  the  best  bred  who 
,thus  allow  themselves  tobe  good*humoured  and  vulgar. 
r  It  can  scarcely  be  deemed  iti^nteresting  to  know 
•how  people  travelled  two  hundred  and  fifty  yeats  ago,, 
.and  particularly  such  a  person  as  the  historian  De 
Thou,  whom  I  shall  again  quote.  The  barbarian  ad- 
•mires  vineyards,  and  speaks  oniyingeneral  of  thfe 
iDdg  course  of  falls  of  the  Rhine,  without  bestowing  a 
dook  or  a  word  on  the  one  par  excellence.  "  DeThcHi,'^ 
^^ntysb^y  (speaking  always  j/ti  the  third  person,  a^d  in 
iLnatini^)  '' ^ving  aocompanied  his  elder  brother  toth6 
.^waters  of  Fbmbieres,  in*  1579,  took^advantage  of  the 
opportumtytb  visit  a  part  of  Swabiia  and  Switzerland. 
iFrom  Augsburg  he  weqt,  by  way  of  Miemingeii  aiid 
Lindiau,.  itq iCon^tanoe.  ^  Those  w^ho  g6  round  tiid  take 
ire'gtktified  with  the  sight  of  its  banks  ecrv^ed.with 
vines  dfescendinggenfl^  to  th*  welter, 'wbidi  reflects  the 
ImUJant'  perspective.  •  '■  l^ieince'  following  the  course 
x^  the  Rhinte,  De-  Thou  vimt^d  ScfiafiFhausen,  oHfe  of 
4iie  priddpal  townsf  <  ^  the  Helvetic  Le^e,  Laufl^n- 
berg,  and  Rainfelden :  during  all  that  space,  th^  Rhlt^ 
forms  noisy  cataracts,  and  hurried  down  tdBdle  ofHhe 
Hauraques,  where  it  begins  to  be  hetvigabl6,"  &c. - 
-Our  driver  J  whenhiei  left  ms,'  had  HkiAed  f i4»ftifg:e 
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ife  fa  Coutonntji  as  the  one  where  he^shcmld  put 
upand  wait  for  ug";  but  to  our  utter  dismay,  nobody 
in  the  streets  of  Schaffhausen,  lyhen  we  reox^hed 
it  on  foot,  underwood  our  inquiries.  It  was  already* 
duk,  and  our  situation  became  critical :  at  ladt  F 
tried  to  ask  for  the  Cnwn;  **  Oh  !  die  Krone*"  /—and 
immediately  we  were  conducted  to  the  place. 

Const ANOB,  June  24. 

Tliank  heaven!  we  might  have  exclaimed  tliid 
morning,  as  a  frieiid  of  ours  did  in  similar  ciicuin« 
stances^  that  there  is  nothing  to  see  at  Schafiliausenf; 
Some  sights  are,  no  doubt,  curious  and  gratifying; 
but  at  the  same  time  that  travellers  are,  or  may  he, 
supposed  to  be  expressly  in  search  of  sights^  it  is 
nevertheless  true,  that  they  become,  after  awhile,  ex^^ 
cessively  tired  of  them.  The  only  thing  SchaflThausen 
offers  remarkable  is,  its  celebrated  wooden  bridge 
that  was,  having  been  burnt  down  by  the  French  in 
1799,  traces  of  it  only  remaining,  "  to  point  a  moral, 
and  adorn  a  tale."  Schaffhausen  was,  in  the  eighth 
century,  a  mere  landing-place  above  the  falls,  a  si^^ 
house  or  boat-hoUst ;  it  became  afterwards  the  property 
cS^  an  abbey ;  then  an  imperial  town ;  and  its  burghers 
having  successively  extended  their  territory,  b^  pur- 
chase and  by  conquests,  over  the  neighbouring  feudal 
chieftains,  tfiey.  were  ultimately  admitted  ihto  the 
Helvetic  League*. 

♦  SeeChap-xxiii.  Vol.  II. 
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The  oY^rflo^iog  bf  the  Rhine, onthe Swlte  side;^ 
(^Uglbd  us  %o  j^ursuQ  our.  way  to  CcMMtajtar  tiy  the 
Dui%  of  Paxiea.  Th©  eouftiry  through  which  we^ 
tiri^Y^^kd  pTomised  fin^  cnqps,  bol  future  plenty 
gbajcdy  Qomj^^litoted  for  |tfea»t  v&atfr;  fo6d  is  dewr 
tod  delMiuid&r  lab6ut  much  redttded  ^  beggars  J5\^»m 
ahnost  as  mudi  a^  in  Franoew  We  passed  by  a  sin* 
gular  rock,  full  six  hundred  feet  high,  starting  out  of 
the  ground  like  a  huge  pfliar,  in  th^  manner  of  the 
Vkk  df  Edinbwgh^  onJly  twice  as  bi]^  and  vdxAYy  in- 
sidated;  it  has  much  of  ^  basaitie  appears^Qce*  al** 
Ikm^  witiiout  any  decided  prismatic  pillars.  I 
should  dass  it  igiK»fantly,  perhaps,  among  tibie  aznyg^ 
df^idjdin^^stone.  The  summit  is  crawoed  with  the 
extensive  tuitis  of  a  fcart,  whidi  capitulated  to  the 
Frenoh  in  18Q0,  althou^  to  appearance  impn^mbte, 
9fiA  was  bk)wn  up  by  them ;  its  oommaxider  was 
tnedby  court^martiiilsi  inad  o^ifined  many  years. 

CQ99tanli¥(s  C%loxu$  baring  defead:ed  ti>e  baf bariMli 
ibia  great  baittle  fou^  iqpoa  the  present  aite  of  Coi> 
dtaate,  restored  tjhe  Roman  station,  wiiidi  tbey  had 
ddetroyed,  ai^i  gave  It  bis  naiaae ;  bbt  the  celetotty  of 
Cccistanoe  is  principally  due  to  the  Gouhdil  which  met 
w^hia  its  walls  eleven  ceirturiefl  after  this  £tepmt)r» 
(14144418);  and  Uie  council  itself  owes  much  of  itt 
j>wn  celebrity  to  the  Bad  story  of  John  ifiisa  and  Je*- 
fcone  of  Ptagmd.  All  Christendom  was  ocxmpied* 
during  five  years,  in  effecting  little  that  now  lives  ia 
the  minds  of  men,  except  the  execution  of  these  two 
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-W!^WP*<*  4hw>l<>gian»>  in  violatuxi  d  U^  Iv^p^ruil 
,^&ipB^»flci^gia  tin?  &^  of  which  ^y  had  aiipewed 
ai  CoDStanoe*. 
Aft  9000  as  yfe  were  fairly  ^stablig)^  in  our  qpi$f' 

.^  ste^iqg-aitoQes  and  tottering  boards,  (th,e  Rhine, 
;^y|gber  %i9  jtt  has  b^n  for  niwe  than  a  century,  over- 
flp]{iFsp9|1^oftheto^  tq^  place  qfnieetiiigpfthe 
Qwmif  99l  old  ]rqmbliiig  hous^  whero  ^  9QW4nr 
ft^leho^d  U^  fair  ojr  i3fiai|;6t  for  yun.  The  h^U 
|n  whic^  th^^  ineipoiRable  assembly  9at  is  veiy  f  pa- 
c^offjf ;  n^easur^  by  my  steps  i^  appeftre4  to  be  six^y 
feet  wide,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty*thr^  feet  Irag ; 
^  oeilipg,  about  seventeen  feet  high,  is  SMppc^ted  by 
two  rows  of  wooden  pillars,  to  which  leathern  I^el48> 
m^asuriqg  three  feet  and  a  half  by  ei^teen  inches, 
^e  {^i^pended.  If  the  red  cross  upon  theqi  indipates 
they  hi|d  belonged  to  Crusaders,  they  ^wid  be  of 
4P^ter  fmtiquity  .1^  than  the  Cpunqji,  since  the  last 
iGrusade  preceded  it  one  hundred  and  J&fty  ye^s. 
The  thick  walls  bear  marks  of  partitions  betiiireien  eaych 
window,  indioe^^  the  4?eUs  where  ihfi  feither^  of  ^^e 
X^k3^ncil  wer^  shut  up,  while  forming  those  splenm  de- 
cisions iii^ch  ultimattely  decided  nothing*  AhM  .1^ 
the  gate  is  still  seen,  through  which  provisions  and 
other  necessaries  used  to  be  introduced  ;  and  near  that 
.entrance,  the  places  where  a  count  and  a  bishop  i^tood 
sentry  night  and  day.    The  dusty  seats  of  the  Eai'^ 

*  See  Chap.  xix.  Vol.  11. 


^mr'Si^Smiind  and  Pope  M^rtki  'Vi^are'ther6;'Uh- 
^o^emfik66tirfiy' filiied  on-  iharkfet'-days  by  ^dld  'women 
selling  yam,  wholly  unconscious  of  the  awiethbisfelvfaa 
ffldd  the^  sestts  ihspirted'  four  hundred  yeai^  ago,  and 
ighbfeht  eVen  of  their  namfes.  '^  In  the  cathedrisd;  flie 
spcfi  is  marked  by  traditibtis,  (Mr.  Ebel  Aays,  by  a 
piece  of  brass'  in  the  pavement,  but  We  (Kd  hdi  nbtite 
it,)  whdre  Jfehn  Hufes  heard  his  sentence  prbnonntted 
by 'the^  farffeftj'of  the  Council  aissembled  for  diat'|>uif- 
'pbfeei'  ^The  prisoner  being  a  doctor  of  divTllntjr;i''Wiis 
degraded,  after  his  sentence  had  been  reiid;  then 
driven  at  once  out  of  the  door,,  a  few  yards  distant  by 
a  kick*  t  and  the  civil  power,  ready  there  waiting  ftir 
hun,  ledMm  that  instant  t6  the  stake;  where'he  \^s 
tnirht  alive.  • 

The  very  guide  who  conducted  us,  a  simple  man, 
smiled  in  contempt,  and  shrugged  his  shoulders  while 
repeating  the  story;  yet  not  one,  probably,  of  liie-drie 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  persons. assembled  h&te 
ori  the  occasion  of  the  Council,  although  some  might 
have  disapproved  of  the  proceedings,  would  probably 
have  been  struck  with  their  glaring  absurdity,  as  Well 
as  cruelty,  nor  indined  to  smile  in  contempt:  feb  great 
a  the  change  produced  by  time,  in  the'niode  of  view- 

»;  Johii  Hush's  c\o9k  drppped  on  the  occasiop,  and  escaped  burfx- 
jng,  It  is  pow,  shewn  as  a  curiosity,  and  I  obtained  a  scrap  of  it — 
^  coarse,  threkdBare,'  worstefd  stuff,  of  a  russet  blade, 'much  such  a 
thing  4S  si  savant:  of  the  fifteenth  century  might  be  supposed  to-  vr^ar; 
yet  the  recollection  of  Buonaparte's  pen  at  Fpntaineblcau  shakes  my 
liMtb  in  this  reliq. 


ia^  the'^^AaiD^i  tikig&.>    Our  guide  sniiled'agak^  oil 
ns^(3^i^<iM^^  tasked  bim^vrhetiier  many  of 

the  'Pr6ii!&^i?^g8feMfes' li^  tlaken  shelter  at  Ceft^ 
stance?  '^^^  tj\^;tJhe'diteWfet^;  **  tweirty-fout  6f  1^ 
ti^iM :fiilUknl^hk^  seen  BbfvUing  together  in  the  stin; 
nobody  tmfiAs  Iktrk  tumr  ''  What,  so  soon!  the  men 
yAufStii&td^s  9efae'nc6  of  death  on  the  King  of  France\ 
and  ^etid  him,  and  sd&n  after  smd^  daily ,  hundreds  ef 
their  fstttno-cHigens,  to  the  guillotine!  Those  men  of 
the  Ckmvention,  who  made  all  Europe  tremble,  and 
whose  troops  laid  this  rely  town  of  Constance  itfider 
Gontribiition,  are  already  feo  completely  out  of  date; 
as  to  be  old  fellows  of  no  comequenee;  and  a  simply 
man  can  now  ^mile  in  contempt/  and  see  at  once  tfa^ 
My  of  proceedings  so  serious  twenty^five  years  ago! 
This;  assuredly,  is  a  great  and  rapid  change!  WalkA 
ing  farther,  our  guide  said,  **  That  fine  house  yondtr,"^ 
pointing  to  the  other  side  of  the  Rhine,  **  belonged  to 
Queen -Hortense!**' and  he  smiled  at  the  name  of 
Queen  Horteme!  Another  dream  vanished,  thought 
we,  or  fashion  gone  by.  **^  But,"  added  he,  **  she  u>as 
a  good  lady,  very  charitable  to  the  poor;*'  and  saying 
this,  he  did  not  smile !  May  it  be,  then-^^we  trust  it 
is — ^that  tliere  is,  after  all,  nothing  serious  in  the 
world  but  those  eternal  principles  of  morality  and 
religkm,  to  which  men  cling  in  their  sober  rnQmontSi, 
and  to  which  they  return  after  many  criminal  devia- 
tions— ^that  there  is  no  real  greatness,  even  in  this 
world,  but  in  a  firm  adherence  to  those  principles;  no 


diir^ble  »dmm  mpm  men»  frifthoitt  Mtewi;  and 
t^^YffQ  the  lovfi^r  pcurt  pf  qj^iittmd  ^^orio  M  liwt  to 
««^  t|i6  rigbt  va}^0  9a  t|i§  adyaatf^  tl»^  wqrid 
ii£«dNs  and  dis^ingiJiieh  b^wj^m  truth  and  fiOsetmxi 

Oc>iiMaaee  hf^  egf ly  a  gfeat  jti»iis^ 
nod  ftMfftAiog  maoi^iMMKires  of  tinea  {)»r(kaibrly,  itod 
tliiff^y-8i»  fhODsaad  i{ih«^H|BDile ;  )m  Yfhm  a  Ww»gi»- 
aeoQs  pQpul9.ti<m  of  por«  thm  a  hwdred  flbousand 
IKHds*  s^^eoni^led  th^e  duriqg  tlie  Council,  with  tlfut j 
ttmisand  horses, — ^maou£i0tures  «ik1  coQ3ra«rQe^  j^^ 
CdQuaoded  by  this  mju^itode,  sought  a  iqore  quiet  mi 
i^ieaper  residmce  at  St.  Qall  and  other  towni^,  til^ 
I*ei8q^rity  of  which,  aad  the  dedtfie  of  Ckx^ftnncie, 
JhegMk  9i  this  period.  Biit  the  Um  of  its  iodepw- 
d^K^e^  political  and  religious,  when  ia  1$48  it^ 
iHlder  the  domiqicHi  of  Austria^  r^odered  its  niin 
iir^ievs^ble;  nor  did  it  gain  by  its  last  transfer^  in 
48Q5,  frQDd  Austiia  to  the  Didce  of  Baden.  Mr.  Ebel 
ffiyi^,  that  the  population  is  reduced  tp  two  thousand 
SK^i  certain  it  ig,  that  gras^  grows  in  the  sheets, 
mbix^  are  half  made  up  c^  empty  convents ;  a«d  ypu 
nay  hire  a  l^rge  house  |br  twmty-fiv^  firaiics  a  month. 

The  door  of  our  room  at  the  Eg/rj^  tofaa  on  pl«(ed 

*  Pogg^o  Bracciolini,  who  was  present,  says,  the  Council  brought 
together  at  Constance  ^,300  princes  and  noble  knights,  18,000 
|H«Ute8,  psiestaf  and  doOon,  8^0,000  lnymen;  ivad  Among  tnide^men 
he  i«cko|ved  228  tailors,  300  barbers,  75  coufectioaers,  44  apoibe- 
caries,  and  1,500  courtesans,  mentioning  only  (he  was  pleased  to 
say)  those  of  his  acquaintance.  Mr.  Ebel  estimates  the  whole  num* 
bit  nt  100,000,  Aliaicr  »t  15Q,(KH>,  Miuis. 


«r4i«HiMrti«if  iwiMbM  Ihii  NiraBth^  taste  oflfae 
fiftoMA  telitiiffy  t  b«  the  vM»  aore  hwig  with  iiiQff» 
Mdemiitiiite&eflittttry*  whkdi  I  tfaoti^  deoidadlf 
iftrwoRfe  tflst6i;  ^lifitA  ofihe  kdt  age,  rery  ftie^ 
engraved^  tehibitiiig  unatunl  affected  mamiw  and 
fidae  expiapnonv  dn^heida  ia  ftdl4K>ttoBied  wiga, 
dwas  ooaia,  and  a  erodk,  atrthe  feet  of  ahepheideaaaa^ 
with  wasp  shapes,  and  hoops  utidw  their  petticoats; 
while  mubitudes  of  unbreeched  Cupids  flutter  in  mid 
air.  All  this  antiquated  finery,  so  much  admired  in 
two  distant  ages,  is  ootM  at  last  togediw,  te  fhniish  a 
bed  room  at  an  ina.  The  sheets  of  the  beds  ppitook 
ijf  the  31*judged  taste  ior  humiy,  b^ng  trjinmad  with 
lace,  and  ataordied  musfin  borders  gently  tkUing  die 
Ak»  of  mesarf  traviAlers  just  ftdlhig  asleep ;  and  ao 
very  dKXt,  as  searedy  to  reaeh  the  length  of  the  bed. 

Bread  here,  a  few  werits  ago,  was  a|  0ve  batx  and 
a  half  the  pound  of  twenty  owioes:  it  has  lately  been 
lediiQed  to  fow  bats,  iMth  is  still  neaily  doable  ihe 
usual  prioe;  labour  has,  however,  risen  in  proportioD. 

When  l^e  French  entered  Constance,  two  of  the 
ihiburlai  were  plundered.  'Ri^yhsd,  it  seems,  barn 
aMieaided  by  «oi»e  Appenzd  pDtdots,  w^  not  €i% 
bought  the  fttdttn  goods  pot  up  te  atMtlon  in  die 
4ftreeta,  but  who  acted  ais  agmlts  and  guides,  pointing 
out  td  the  Mvaders  where  ^  gasne  lay,  and  indi^- 
'duKda  beM  able  to  pay  a  high  ransom  for  their  poFSona 
and  picq^rty .  We  were  shewn  the  house  of  a  tanner. 


#  LAKE  Gl^tOmtXt^CE. 

m  pi^culia^,  whOi  hsvd  befen  exorfcitiialijr  fle<w»cL  For 
thi9behavioiii;^the.  citizens  of  Constaisceare  ralQcorpt^ 
against;  their  good  neighbours^  th^  Swiss,  but  jealousy^ 
of  r  superior  indust%>  and  success  (not  less  than,  the 
y^QUs  djlfer^uses  spriatng  outof  religious  opinions^ 
and  the  local  prdpinqmty)  kprpbablyat  therot*of 
ttm  hatred,  or:tthey  would  not  so  eiagerly  seektd 
attach,  the  infamy  of .  a  few.  individuals  to  the  charade 
teciof  a  whde  nation.  <  j; 

St.  Gall,  June  66.  , 

j>  The  road  frcan  Constance  to  thiS:  place  runs  throu^ 
3Phurgpvia,  the  new  cattton  dism^abered  from  Berai 
iakid  distinguished  by  its  extraordinary  fertility;  but 
M  it  hfts  no  mountains;  no  rocks^  no  forests,  nor 
fifyen  green  meadows  or  pastures^  but  arable  land^, 
producing  only  the  finest  possible  com  and  henip,  and 
Bhacted  by  apple  orchards,  without  ^o  much  as  a  grove 
of  forest  trees,  we  shall  pass  it  over  in  silence.  It  is, 
htiwever,  worth  observing,  that  the  Lake  of  Constance, 
hounded  by  this  rich  flat  cSbuntry,  (Swabia,  on  the 
iifherside,  is  equally  flat,)  is  three  times  deeper  Aan 
^uny!  of  the  mountain-girt  lakes  of  Switzerland; /its 
greatest  depth  being  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
fieithcMhs  of  seven  feet  each,  or  two  thousand  five  huri- 
dred-  and  seventy-six  feet;  its  height  above  the  sea 
is  only  one  thousand  and  eighty  feet ;  so  that,  in  &ct, 
more  than  one  half  of  this  vast  body  of  water  is  below 
theievd  of  the  sea.  It  abounds  in  fish;  salmon  often 


wcqghiiig  ,^y.  pouodS)  trout  in  plenty,  aqd.  a  ^ 
called  iavsurcit,  the  most  es^e^ped  of  any.  This  tovjq^ 
lil^e  aomaay  Qth^rs,  owe^  it?  >exiBten<^  to  the  pi^ffffifir 
tioi  of  a  monastery.  The  Abbey  of  St  Gall,  founded 
bjt  some  learned  Scots*,  was,  during  the  middle  ages, 
a  mosl  erudite  3pot;  in  a^rtimes,  the  abbots  negteotr 
^  the .  loMoixig  and  the^  Christian  virtiies  of  th^iir 
pffKiecessors,  for  politics  and  fo^r  war;  but  lo^t,  in.th? 
ipd,  their  power,  with  the  qualities  by  which  ori^aljJQf 
it  had  been  obtained.  They  were  driven  away  ixy 
;l7j98^.  and  the  community  finally  suppressed  in  .1805  j 
its  .rev^ue  reverting  to  the  State,  with  1^  reserved 
prpvi^ion  for  tbp  monks  during  life. 

The. Canton  of  St.  GaU  is  divided  nearly  eqHalljy 
l^ween  the^  two  communions,  Protectant  leind  Cathglic ; 
the^Jaiaber  hayehere  a  veiy  handsome  QhiUcl^,  highly 
and  even  gaily  ornamented  inside;  but.^lth9.,wpilr 
der^  of  the.obisel  and  of  the  penciyi  so'e  in,inimment 
daagerof  being  soon  buried*  under  die  ruins  of  a  stonbQ 
amh  terriUy  cradc/ed,  and  to  appearanpe  ne^r  fsjjyiqg^ 
Wie  were  tali^entb  the  m(p^t  considierablb,  CQttcm-n^J] 
ofth^  pl^oe,  set.iomoti^fc  not  by  w^Jter.pf  s^affli^>\^ 
by  the  labour  of  an  ox  acting  ti^  pai^of.turnspi^;.jth# 
pftQr.animal,,^ut,up  in, a  wheel,.tl4i]ty.thi;4^  %*^  in 
diam^ter^  walks  Ob  iii  s^lf-defen<^,  a^  the  whcj^l,  beiqg 
once  ia  motion,.he  miJ^t  gp  with  it,  which  he  jlp^  .y^J[I 
dddberatfily,  resting  his  feet  on  ^braqk^,  or  pietc^s  of 
boardsy  nailed  across,  the  r§  vplying  flqpr .    T^c^^  aift 
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three  oxen  wotkki^  hf  turns,  ^siaibh  t«rdliofcitt;  fhejr 
fast  at  this  rate  two  ot  three  yeaM;  tftl^  pfewfth'  is 
BffltecieM  to  moTe  tweirty-itfilfe  miife^'df  tw^ttoidred 
and  sixteen  spinefteft  eaA,  {there  vfet&ixif  tw«*jr 
going  when  I  saw  it,)  wfth  oft¥ding  aiid  leaning 
ms^iiaes  i^  pr<)t)oition;  (Mie  hundred 'dMl'«Mrty  per- 
sons are  ^mployedy  half ^fl&em^hfldAMiv^^ii^f^Md^ 
earned  about  five  bat*  (se*ett*-penoe  stertii^)  *  d«y ; 
tte  gtoWn  workmen,  woridng  bythie  pte<te,  useAto 
«am  as  much  as  twenty-four  slnllingfrBtetiifig  a  week; 
hone  df  these  people  now  get  half  Whtt  ^y  did»  And 
n^any  df  &em,  especially  in  the  oounti^;  ale  who^ 
without  work.    Mr.  Ebel  teUs  4id  tll€a^  W«re  <^  iMti, 
in  tihe  Canton  of  St.  6^  aio»e,  frokn  ^thirty  to  forty 
thousand  wc^ooen  e^ploy^d  m  wotlcing  (emlH*0ideiitig) 
imuslih,  and  the  whde  mafitufaetaring  popubtiota,  Jt 
lids  rate,  must  h^ve  been  Very  gndat  iafiteed:  cribdM 
fflulti]^y  with  wants,  the  prisons  ap^  Mi,  and  exiseil- 
tions  frequent.     There  have  been  three  miserahdd 
vnym&n  decapitated  in  the  course  of  4ke  last  yenr  fer 
the  crime  of  iifai^dde  alone.    l%is  !»  laid  to  the 
«teoount  of  the  ttljEditifacturing  syttemvJiow  jwtly,  is 
well:  worth  inquiries  into. 
*    Agriciiiltural  labour  here,  as  elsewhere,  cao^ 
&e  high  wages  of  manuflK^u^tng  labour,  while  jtin 
loom  flourishes ;  ncne  but  ^  ridie^t  land  defrays  Urn 
^pense  of  cuMvation,  and  in  iMs  mountainous  ooittb- 
ttj  the  quantity  of  rich  arable  land  is  very  ijieonsidfflih 
ble.    Populati(»i^  ^icouragdd  by  manufactures,  ad- 
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vaoMd;  Ae  gpeatott  pait  of  liib  country  mus  kid 
doma  m  giMft,  the  qiAntity  of  com  grown  dini<- 
nisbiiig  ih  A&  same  rate.  The  people  de|>eDdad, 
)iitf%  m  tiieory»  if  not^  in  fiaet,  on  being  eupidted 
intii  dMn  fiwn  other  countries)  so  hng  as  they  ooidd 
sn^y  those  cottittries  with  what  WBS«>ra's  wwdi. 

Ill  this  state  of  things  the  return  of  peaoe»  afiw  a 
gimdral  war  of  unexampled  duration,  haying  direeted 
tibe  attention  of  every  goveroment  towards  the  nnaas 
ef  esQployii^  its  own  pqxdation,  they  have  most  of 
itan  hit  upon  tiie  expedi^it  oi  dosing  their  dqprs 
agiuiist  Ibreign  industry  by  i^y  of  fiivouring  tiieir 
rmn.  ladinailaon,  shut  up  within  itself  is  now  to 
become  its  own  girbWer  and  cottsm^,  but  linb  resuh^ 
of  such  a  prdiibitory  system,  although  advantageous 
lo  ncme,  are  not  in  die  same  degree  un&vourable  to 
afi.  Those  coimtries,  France  and  Germany  for  m* 
Mance^  wfakh  exported  com  and  in^ported  mamifiEuv 
teed  produce^  have  now  indeed  a  surphis  of  grain  for 
wlaeh  there  is  no  d^nand.  Tlie  landed  interett  suf- 
1^,  wkhout  the  manu&cituring  interest  being^pIopolr. 
titmably  benefited,  for  the  farmers  cannot  oonsumey  ait 
least  they  cannot  buy  and  pay,  unless  they  sdi ;  yd 
1M>  ime^eed  starve  hi  a  country  where  there  is  a  ghit 
ef:odito;  whilst,  on  theotiier  hand^  in  those  inland 
^eoMtdW  which,  like  the  dimmutive  one  now  under 
e(Hisiderati(m,  exported  maxmfiaclures  and  imported 
x9om,  the  peoi^e,  not  being  able  to  eat  theartidp 
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iwhichjthey  ooQ  no  kitigl^  9dii  nMf  fmsUjibe  x&dimA 

irore  allowed  to  find  ite  oymshyfkcmmiaftioqimov^ 
teTerproY^miiinimsilrateto  pi^tic^ipir^ocfrawiod^e 
Mimsams  a  Hiarkf^b  fop  eaidijoth^ 
watraa^  diisr.beHef.  Nevei:  at iiao]irt;!p9iriQd  of  the 
world  was  .there  such  a  mass  andi  yaldety  lOf  oottiiQOdi- 
ititfs  produced  as  during  the  lastrcenliury,  jet  toothing 
attoaafined  on  hand;  ne¥eT  were  thare  ;So  maoynijar 
idiiiBes  inveatod  &>v  kbei  express  purpoi^,  of  supesi^r 
jng  human  labour,  yet  nev^r . w^  tJ^i^e ^s^cte.aR,  mt 
areasi^  demand  for  it,  markedby.90  rapid  W^MIP^ 
<ki  population ;  theiQtlx>ductip^^.of  };b$w,oJ^j  ofi^jo^ 
|0]meint/aiKi  coQ$equen%.Qf  new/ljN^  ofiiq^U^tcsr, 
iiavixig.  umformly  ikept  paqe^  with^ ,  ^^ :  .^v^n  ^  oii$sti;i$rt^ 
4he  introduction  of  new  machines  jQtQ,  th$  old  wsd 
-established  iKanches.  No.one  foXieaawaU  th0,whij^» 
^eiOier  the  new  manufacture,  or  the^jne^w^  m$^mf^^taj 
«K)rej than) we caja at  present  foc^^ee. wMt.iwUl ^^  im- 
Yeatediuthesamfi  W3.y  heiicdbrjarard ;.  btii  nj^  h^H^c 
aaipireaspn^to  suppc^^  th^.pro^os^ian  at  »n^$i;i^,,;$u;ud 
^/ttia  Jfears:  wterteined,  fcy/t  sQi9.e(r|)QUtif3ftl;:eflc^oi^istB> 
jttmt  ijQo  much  maytee  pccKimedy^^Je  j«f#tfi)nly.iip  this 
Bdnse,  -that  too  mnoh  of  aj&  i articles  (A  .a  pet  ^ 
iaorticles;  may  be  produced  at  onia  time..  :  TherQ  migh^t, 
loiudoubtedly,  ibe  too  many  sfades,.iand  too.n^tty  ihsyt^ 
but  there  cannot  be>t6o!  many  en}qyablei<^i3m03oditie8 
psqperly  taxied,  and  adjusted  to  thef^exi^ting*  waats 
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tnid  (t»iittid*,-far  tte  one  will  create  urmwAati  Sat  tke 
4MiMr.  CSommercial  industry  and  ddil  may  be  safiBiy 
trusted  fep  tke  aMortment. 

*  The  peace  deprived  a  vast  numbepof  iodivldttalt, 
in  e^rery  pait  cf  Europe,  of  their  usual  mode  of  eandi!^ 
aliTedihood-*^4i0t  soldiers  and  sailers  4iefely,but  all  the 
artificers,  <€  whatever  sort,  who  had  ddmitiistereid  t5 
their  wants.  Durti^tfae  war,  the  money  raisedby  takes 
mtd  by  loans,  ftcm  the  richer  part  of  the  coramunity, 
was  <&tribtited;  in  the  shape  of  salaries,  for  ul^ql  or 
iHsdess  labour,  or  ibr  no  labour  at  all,  to  numberless 
indiTiduals,  who  themselves  spent  it  among  the  indus- 
trious ckss  of  consumers ;  but  this  mode  of  circulation 
fe  now  stc^iped.  'Rie  richer  class,  relieved  from  some 
<^the  Ti^r-taxes,  might  now  ailbrd  to  spend  something 
more,  but  such  an  increase  of  demand  on  thdr  part 
"would  by  no  means  compensate  for  die  reduced  con- 
sumption of  the  impoverished  majority ;  add  to  which, 
"n,  miseity  disposition  to  save  a  part  of  their  inccone, 
instead  of  spending,  has  been  ascribed  to  fiiem,  in 
order  to  recruit  their  capitals,  diminished  by  war-taxes 
and  high  prices.  *  On  this  an  interesting  questicMf 
arises — ^What  is  saving,  in  a  political  pomt  of  view? 

*  Some  dificreoces  of  opinion  have  lately  taken  place  respecting 
the  theory  of  prices;  the  question  at  issne  seems  to  be,  whether  prices 
Me  rcgofaipd  by  cost  of  production,  or  by  demand  ?  Stmilething  aiuk- 
logons  Co  tUs  would  be  the  question^  whether  the  level  of  ibe  sea  13 
regulated  by  the  winds,  or  by  gravitation  ?  Lil^e  this  great  law  of 
Mature,  eost  of  production  must  be  deemed  the  fundamental  regulator 
<^price«,  disturbed  indeed  incessantly  within  cejrtain  bounds,  but  nev^/ 
beyond  them,  by  demand. 

Vol,,  h  H 


tKA  m>w  hmirdit  w  misers  fohnedy  did.  -  The  tsiibi)^ 
in  our  days,  is  simply  a  perscm  wIk)  eoq^yssomebodjT 
.1^  to  sp^nd  his.  money  fi>r  Inm.  He  lemte  iC  to 
oUiers/or  layer  it  out  profitably  faimfi^Ifi  but  in^oMMt 
cft^^l  it  itf  spent  by  somebody,  and  remins  in  otmilair' 
tidH,  Since  the  yebr  1815,  the  enom&ws  simi^f  one 
hundred  and  fifty  milli<»n8.  or  even  more,  has  becMi 
added  to  the  valbe  of  stocks  m  the  nmifket^  (risen  fton 
fiftf  ^'mi  tcy  sev«ity-Si3i^)  by  the  oatopetilkm  of  purebur 
e&!B  Wanting  to  inrest  large  sums  saved  am»«d^; 
but,  as  tlos  increase  of  capital  adds  nothing  to^fthe 
,rev^sue  of  &e  fond43olderSi  we  mi^t  be  led  to  am^ 
<dade,4he^  the  rise,  m  time  of  peace,  of^HToperty  yieldr 
ing:  a  &E.ed  ineome  by  the<  investamt  of  dl  i3»  mctt^ 
wtAdk  in  tkne  of  war  was  spent  iunmig  eonsumers 
bemg  just  so  much  ca^ntal  tiirown  iSway,  ^ince  |t 
yieMs  no  additicaml  income,  is  the  obvious  cause  of 
the  ghtt^f  which  manufacturers  cOdapbun,  2»k1  of  the 
poverty  of  the  labours^  cjlass^;  but'^very-purdiase 
^B^yiqg  a  it^tle,  die  simie  siim  inv^ested  by  tiie  buyer 
;re^appeaFS  e^n  in  the  hands  ^  him  who  seM  aab, 
and  thus  savings  r^sncun  available  for  the  purposes  of 
consumption. 

Lands  and  houses  have  fallen  in  price,  ships  and 
manufacturing  stock  still  more,  in  conseqttenoe  of  the 
reduttioh  of  rents  and  profits:  some  of  the  holders  6f 
this  kind  of  property  have  been  tempted  by  the  high 
interest  of  nfoney  in  the  fimds:  ftihdholders,  on  the 


mi(Wfap»^'^  fillet.  jyi4  piwEfiwi^  la»ye  tfJK«D  fkot 

was,  that  of  almost  every  crtb«^  spepi<9i  pf  pii(9eTt]i  U> 
«IH^  ad^og^  .iMd  ^i^ft)  oalfi  me  mmt  l^^  the 
flHi^jftf  ^.  fIJipmtifHi  pf  isspowmption. 

Wi&JliiYfi  M«a  t^  tJi^  (kaoandJbr.  t^  mit,  of 
]M!iiMt,iMn4£8^  Wj^^  ^t9  of  yfwB  b»s  oensed,  luid 
9iam£i£gi(>  t)^  ^  iv9«@im9><  oih  (^  nKbioh  it  ymk  pw4 
J^  <«t^idd  ^.  <)i}»  «^^  eflpi¥9l^t6  in  tl»Q.  sm0» 
^Jjj^rtPH,  ffibi^  CQAillai^tie  trade,  Jjeing  tjiiis  «il|di- 
flfiRiiHs  ^  f;@3:r0ssi^)4ip«t  «qai9a}eQt  lomsltOficessMHly 
iimttip,.^  Il»9n4  9fiiiBiid>^(e-   It.)sia0t9oiyjiMi»9>^ 

IflPig^  98^^  th^  it^ilor  or  the  shoeitt^r :  tli0a«^  i^ 
Hmf  Pmn,  Mi^  wamfelle^  to  |{mI(Q  mmilar  retrerdti- 
ISQptfc  ^hi«fe/d«i!P^'  lonpv  a|)4  lower  UU.they  arrivA 
9^  As  amfif.hhff^W,  who  baying  lived,  iWJbi^in  fuU 
¥10^  iAft  giJoiki^mmfAf:»s  h»  cQuld  Uve,  is  dmma 
H^imimt^c^  WM^,  Ut  the,  p»ti^  for  jsujhais^aae,  his 
pgvei^'  ti^m  re-ft«i|atg:  mt^  rl<^r  i:ia«aes.  Such  is 
ibf^lftflt^  pf  ti^p^  ip  fi^Digtend  a^  present,    fy  Ssvitxer- 

}«Bk8,i.ijfii,  as  far  as  itgo^,  it  is  p^eotly  similar* 
asd  J^  iesM|M>  ^tiU  more  calamitous;  for,  in  othee 
«CKQ)tii€l»vlhe^diarvingf^4ti%»rsare,  as-Aelasbxesoct, 
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thi^n  on  the  foceanty  of  ttte^c^flrn-gil'dtrenB^  but*^^ 
there  are  no  6uch  people  for  tkem'  to  h^ve  jreecHirB^ 
to;  tiiis  is  entirely  a  flation  of. aittfie^rs  starving  aHo^ 
gether,  helpl^s  and  hopeleiss,  and  even  the  ri^  miMg 
ibem  have  not  the  resource  of  ^mieaiey  saved  w  time  of 
peaoe  by  4he  ceesation  of  war  taxes^  because,  cteniAg 

war^  4h^y  had  no  suoh  taxes. *' 

Engla^  didbrs  from  Switzerland,  as -from  moat 
other  countries,  in  this;  that^  although  exporting om** 
im&ctured  produce -to  a  prodi^ous  es^ent,  she  raisee 
liearl^  her  ovm  supply xofoom^  under  the  pvdtedtki&'id 
f)QrQ-laws,  which  give  td  the  less  ^anagibable  m^U^b&ti^, 
lalKl,  a  legal  monopoly,  balancing  the  superioradvffiBh 
tages  of  m^uliBM^ring  meu^nes.  'And  thus  the^only 
^uniry  in  Euirope,  where  aa>  insular  situaticm,  and'iMe 
Q^t^equecLtly  safe  and  easy  communicaticm  with'distflM 
corn-countries,  might  have  rendered'  the'  fimdanientaji 
priTOiple  of  political  economy,  entire  freedom  of -dStaa- 
merce,  and  unshadd^d  eserci^  of  indi^ti^,  l^ast 
liable  tp  inconvenience,  was  the  one  where  it  was 
least  trusted  to  in  practice.  It  is  in  Switzerland,  if 
any  where,  that  corn-kws^  are '  wanted.  I  am  aware 
ibat  the  policy  of  corn-laws  in  England  is  defensible 
on  other  groiuids,  mz.,  cai  the  necessity  of  preserving 
a  certain  parity  c^  v%due  between  landed  and  fomied 
property,  and  the  danger  of  iiioreasmg  the  comparative 
value  of  the  debt  and  sum  of  intwest  thereon,. b^^cmd 
a  possibility  of  its  discharge.  Although  this  rieason 
does  not  a|^y  to^  ^witzedand^  I  am  indined  «d 
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tiiiiik  a  dttty  on  the  importation  of  com,  protejetiiig 
agnoilture  agaimt  manufactures,  would  be  a  very  wise, 
measure  there,  not  to  ensure  the  debt,  but  to  ensure 
bread. 

The  tendency  of  manu&ctures  has  been  arraigned 
by  moralists,  and  the  sect  of  liberal  poUticians  is  di- 
vided  respecting  them.  As  philosc^hers,  they  are 
bound  to  maintain  the  advantages  of  a  simple  coun- 
try-life,;  as  party-men,  they  must  not  oveilook  the 
value  of  a  maQiifacturing  population.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  wc^ld  is  indebted  to  the  dense  popula- 
ti<Hi  of  towns  for  most  of  its  improvements,  moral  as 
well  as  pditical;  nor  do^  I  believe  that  peasants  are 
niuch,  or  at  all,  better  than  towns'-people,  or  even 
shepherds  superior  to  weavers;  the  former  are  but  a 
ooarser  sort  of  peasants,  with  as  little,  or  even  less, 
ii^Uect,  and  with  strcxiger,  because  more  cpncentn^- 
ted«  passions. 

It  has  been  observed  that  more  crimes,  in  proper* 
tioB,  are  committed  in  mountainous  coimtries,  all  over 
Europe,  than  in  any  others.  No  theory  on  the  subject 
can  be  absolutely  true,  or  absolutely  false ;  yet  it  might 
be  said  that  there  is  more  innocence  and  docility,  and 
atthe  same  time  mcMre  stubbornness  of  prejudice,  in  the, 
country — ^more  experieiK»  of  vice  gnd  virtue  in  towns, 
greateir  singles  between  the  two,  more  intelligenoe, 
more  decided  qualities,  good  aqd  bad,  than  in  the 
country.  On  the  other  hand,  the  lower  employments 
in  nanulactures  are  so  very  confined,  embrace  so  few 


dbjeds  of  thought,  exercls^  fte  faciiU!^  6f  Mid  ^tid 
body  teb  piartially  and  so  ^ntly,  as  to  feduce,  ifrotti 
generation  to  gfeneifatibn,  a  successive  degradation  6t 
the  species.  Perhaps  domestic  manufactures  in  tlie 
country  unite  ttiost  of  the  advantages  of  towns,  by 
inducing  a  cerl^n  degiree  of  social  intercourse,  without 
a  forced  and  indiscritninate  contact  with  the  Vulgar; 
by  preventing  idleness,  particularly  'during  the  pro- 
tracted winters  bf  northern  or  alpine  cbuntries,  yet 
retaining  those  blfthe  country,  fresh  air,  ^paice,  cleatifa- 
ness,  aind  exercise.  In  these  ^flfeclts  1  find  ani^le 
reason,  hot  hastily  to  condemn  th6  iiitrbdUclioh  bf 
manufactures  among  the  Swiss  mountains.  Although 
I  think  it  had  been  better  for  the  people  of  St.  Gall  to 
hkve  remained  satisfied  with  the  learned  pre-emihence 
fhey  formerly  enjoyed,  without  aiming  at  commeifclal 
successes  also,  1  only  blame  their  having  pursued  it  too 
exclusively,  and,  above  all,  their  having  Veriiiqufehed 
the  plough.  Irtie  present  crisis  has  admihist6'rea  a 
terrible  lesson,  arid  I  should  hope  not  in  vain. 

Trtie  obloquy  to  which  manufacturers  are  liable  is 
abundantly  shared  by  machines,  which  are  b]^  'many 
suppbsed  to  multiply  vices  as  fast  as  they  proatfCe  cbt- 
tbh,  yarn,  br  clblii;  yet  a  momehfseon^iciei'atibto  ^hbuld 
(tonviiice  the  most  prejudiced,  that  the  bbjfect  61"  taa- 
diiiies  being  expressly  to  superseA^  iaati'iial  labour, 
filiid  the  excessive  itccumiilatfbn  of  flien  in  manrifec- 
tbries  beirig  'alleged,  ahd  ju^ly,  to  feaVe  'a'd^mondiziiig 
tendency,  machines  become,  in  fact,  Hhe  natural  alttefe 
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I9lm0rility;  mm!  it  is  ilir  iMtter  that  the  wofk  rfmdd 
l>e  perfomed  by  the  agency  ci  woodaikl  ircm,  tium 
|yy  the  hand  of  man^  particularly  when  we  find  Aat 
the  immediate  confiequence  is  to  raise  worionen  to  the 
condition  of  conduelorsof  mac^nes,  from  haying  been 
machines,  tbemseifes;  It  is  a  mattw  of  painfiil  sur- 
prise that  the  tetmrn  of  peace  should  have  been  the 
^gaal  of  geeat  and  lasting  cc»nplaints  of  poverty  fdl 
o^er  Eirnqpi^;  lyifortuoately,  it  mi^t  countenance  the 
idea»  that  war,  with  its  attending  circivnstaQces  of 
taxatuM,  and  an  indefinite  increase  of  debt,  is  a 
blessing. 

yfM  ixndoi!^)te(fly  occasions  at  first  an  immediate 
<lwiand  for  men;  it  takes  from  the  rich  to  give  to  the 
pow;  and  the  rich  make  themBelvee  ample  uomids 
by  tibe  increased  vcdue  of  pioperty.  Individuals  with 
^&xed  incomes  alcme  suffer  from  the  first.  In  time, 
the  labouring  population  having  increased  4o  the  level 
of  the  war  demand,  wages  fall  ugain  to  their  minimum ; 
the  rise  of  pdoe  tAq[>ping  short  of  the  increase  of  taxes 
is  m>  longer  a<»mpensatioa  to  fumers  and  manufac- 
turers. After  a  few  years  of  war,  ah  impatience  fi>r 
peace  becomes  «mivei«al;  peace  however,  IJke  surgical 
operatiMES,  inflicts  mudi  immediate  pain,  for  the  sake 
of  ptostpeotive  gusod ;  for  aU  that  parted  the  population, 
fostered  and  jsupported  by  waar,  felling  back  on  the 
Kst  of  the  people,  already  not  much  at  ease,  makes 
ftem  sha»e  in  its  distress.  Farm^s  and  mami&cturers, 
im  th^  contrary,  find  they  lose  more  by  tiie  decrease  df 
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btesMi«n|MiQBi,  atid  the  hmmixig*  of  priMaJthAtebytik^ 
purtial  roli^  from  taxation ;r-^indiyidU^il».wUii  &xM 
indomed  are  di(H^  relieved^  Ii)  due  tinii^^  ho^w^ver^ 
ni^w  braqches.of  incjustry  are  dififloveted,  Baw;  «&- 
cluulgeable  produce  brought  tomwkpt;  oooimumqa^ 
tkais  between  countri^  long  at  ww  are  iqp^Eied  >by 
degrees;  production  and  con^uoqpition  recover  their^ 
equilibrium,  and  as  at  bottom  there  cwnot.be  ^f 
tiling  desirable,  p^r 9e,  in  kiliingand being  kUIed,  and 
in  supporti|2ig  at  h^avy  cost  those  who  em  so  miplofjfe^ 
the  arts  of  peace>  which  administer  to  our  pieamrt^ 
and  convenience,  must  in  the  end  obtain  the  pn^&i^  \ 
eope  over  the  arts  of  war.  Yet,  as  tbei^  sesapoely  is: 
anyr^absolute  good  or  absolute  evil  in.tbis  world,  ^ 
thiit^  io  a  mojal  point  of  view,  even^  war  is  not  wbc^y 
without  its  compensation,  we  are  to  look  &r  the  ni^ 
fawHir^ble  bal^^nce,.  which  we  sh^  undoubtedly  &34 
^on  tibe  aide  of  peace.        .  i  , 

St.  Gall  h«s  an  oiphati  asylum  for.  Stevecity-fii^e 
destitute  children^  who  are  maintained  till  the  age  of 
fifteen^  and  thi^  bound  to  a  trade*  The  buildii;^  i§ 
apacious»  the  situation  airy ;  the  kitchen,  bed-rooms^ 
f8cc.»  in  excellent  order;  but  the  school-room  wa^  a 
^eeoeoC  eonfusion  and  idlenei^ ;  die  only  teadier  we 
pDuJdfind,  a  youth,,  wbohad  never  heard  of  the  sysfteii^ 
now  so  well  known  all  oyer  l^mope  by  thi^  names  <)£ 
their  inventors,  Bell  and  Lancaster,  nor  even  of  his 
oountrymant  Mr.  Pestalozzi: — ^tiie  spepimeneof  wri- 
jting  and  drawii^  that  he!  shewed  us  wwe  but  in- 
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WstkA;  ililluiieim'atid  idfe  eleft 
i^idi  afed  €«iter'Ui«6  tbe  pbm  of  insmictioii  here,  are 
pritebiy  not  better  tai^fat. 

»^Our  guide  'iBsurted  upon  shewing  us  a  garden,  open 
ta  the  public  by  the  liberality  6f  its  proprietor^  and 
whbh  is^  Ale  pride  and  admiration  of  the  town  of 
St  QaH.  Crowded  itito  a  narrow  space,  we  there 
bi^ld  all  that  is  useful  or  beautifUl;  zig-zag  walkii: 
amtmg  cabbages,  and  .stars  of  onions  and  carrots 
eodosed  with  box  borders. '  Foreign  fish  frisked  about 
in  tubs ;  a  jet  dTeau  refreshed  the  air ;  and  the  hour  of 
noon  was  annoimoed  by  the  disxdiarge  of  a  solar  gun. 
To  complete  Ibis  pariadise  of  taste,  we  fouiid  hedged  in; 
in  a  comer,  ^jardiHAngioi$,  with  its  bridge,  idand; 
aqi' grotto.  Several-  other  prirate  gardens,  of  whidt 
we  had  B:  glimpse,  seemed  in  the  same  style,  whidi 
pperails  through '  Switsseifand.  On  the  other  hand, 
our  inn  was  in  the  best  modem  taste,  mudi  like  the 
best  English' inns,  and  not  dear.  Having  left  the 
caiealreous  ciiain  of  the  Jura,  we  no  longer  enjoy  the 
hix^j^  ^frunnb^  water  in  the  streets  of  the  towns. 

G^is&^  June  S!7. 

From  St.  Gall  to  this  place  five  leagues^^  or  hourn^ 

of  mountain  road*  A  voiturier's  horses  only  walk,  and 

that  no  &ster  than  a  man;  in  fact,  you  do  generally 

walk^  with  tl^  ^dimi9ges  of  resting  when  yow  please 

*  A  Swissleiagoeis  18,000  Bernese  feet,  nearly  equal  to  Englisli 
feet.     U  is  also  1 6,200  Frencii  feet,  or  about  5,27S68  kilometres. 


M  THE  TYROLIKR  MOUNTAINS. 

t»y  «t«K»i]g  isto  the  carriagQ,  beings  slieltcami  kmt 
^^ qiifi  mat,  inasm  of  rida,  and hanog your bo^ggAge 
carried  for  you.  The  ride  wb9  pleasant;  we  had;tw- 
raate  and  rcx^ks  and  &ie  woods  enough  to  esigagelbe 
feye,  but  Nothing  sufficiently  marked  for  a  deacri|itioii. 
(jrais^  is  a  place  of  public  resort  for  drinking  goats* 
liiiey,  as  a  remedy  for  what  ailments  I  know  not;  the 
ta&te  is  very  p^iiliar»  and  not  disagreeable.  We 
nralked,  the  evening  of  our  axrival,  to  Am-Sto&,  the 
spot  narked  by  an  old  chapel,  ware,  four  hundred  and 
two  years  ago,  the  men  of  Appensal  defeated,  with 
great  idbughter,  an  army  of  Au^rians  four  times  their 
number ;  it  is  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  ^een  hundred  or 
two  tiiousand  perpendicular  foet  above  the  valley  of 
the  lUieinliial,  which  is  seen  below,  chequered  with 
dnhiisation;  villages  and^  towiis  are  so^ttered  along 
the  devious  course  of  the  Rbdna  On  the  other  side 
of  thfil  fine  valley  rose  the  Tyrolese  mountains,  capped 
with  bright  snows,  on  whiofa  it  seemed  as  if  we  m^ 
have  flung  a  stone.  This  picturesque  field  of  bnttle 
was  not  very  convenient  for  the  as»ibmts«  who  had 
to  dimb  and  fight  at  the  same  time*. 

The  Gabris  is  a  mountain  of  easy  ascent,,  over 
smooth  lawns ;  it  affords  the  same  prospect  extended, 
ftorn  a  greater  height.  Upon  its  very  summit,  and  in 
Hete  nei^boui4tood  of  unmeited  snows,  we  were  nrach 
tecdttimoded  by  u  swarm  of  ants  with  wings,  aend  mxdti 
more  active  than,  could  have  be^i  expected  from  die 

-  *  Chap,  xviii.  Vol.  II. 


ftthjiefkltiiifc  N^ir  Utote  fend#ii,  ^fre  cbseHwl  a  large 
slthlb,%{«tkt«df^efe/fft:^  those bf  a  VAMt^';  its  fine  flow6n 
^l^ifi)t  AaS^^ile^a)^^^  and  abo  a 

fldifHshft^  ItoQf «,  wMk  abntidaittte  of  lx>9e8  attd 
i^aiitAfe. 

We  ire  feite  in  ifee  ttack  of  the  puddihg-stone,  erf 
bfec<lfti,  AvMttli  croases  SWitzerlaiiid  in  a  N.E.  &nd 
9:W.  dir6dioh.  The  rounded  fragikiints,  agglomera- 
ted into  dKlinct  strata,  ate  ibf  various  nature  and 
br^n,  either  striking  fire  tf ith  Steel,  or  efiervescing 
wiBi  acids ;  some  of  them,  indeed,  belong  t6  toinAA 
puddiftg-^tone  formations.  What  Waters  cbiiM  those 
be,  whit2i  thus  mlled  together  heap*  of  rouriddrf  ftag* 
fbents,  tothe  height  of  several  thousand  fefel?  Oer- 
tiihly,  tiert  totreflts,  sudi  as  'we  are  acquainted  With ; 
nc*  do  ftfe  iihiofes  of  our  oceatt'^resent  any  suA  pfee* 
nbttienbn. 

At  a  chAiet,  whfett  coming  down,  we  me*,  lot  the 
fitti  titee,  a  aretin  t  those  unfiyrtunate  creatures  ate 
il6t  very  common  on  ^levatfed  grttunds.  It  was  Bhtfik- 
i<ig  tfme,  whffch  fxsctate  twfce  a  daj^,  "at  tcto  ib'dodt  in 
fee  mdmiiig  and  at  iten  at  night ;  Hbt  cows,  looking  tiSL 
ifetek  and  weffl,  tx«wfe  tf  ttemselves  to  'the  Aable,  al- 
K#ed  'by  a  Httle  «ilt,  and  fcire  cWftidd  fe  *tihe  ttlang€*. 
i^([^6)e  of  )9^em  h&d  a  lai^  egg-shaped  bi-ass  l)eH, 

*  In  England,  plantations  on  mountains  scarcely  succeed  above 
tbt  he^*ht'6f  ^206  feet,  as  has  been  experienced  on  Snowdoh,Aot 
frbm  khy  ex!<b^^s  of  cold  in  Winter,  but  from  absence  of  tieat  'ib 
summer. 
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nearly  a  foot  in  (fiameter,  susp^ided  from^  tiie  neck 
by  a  very  wide  leathern  collar,  hi^y  worked  and  or- 
namented.  During  the  milking,  a  man  sung  the  RanM 
(iesVadkes ;  we  had  heard  it  before,  but  never  so  well : 
the  notes,  singularly  wild  and  melandioly,  and  yet 
Kvely,  were  frequently  interrupted  by  a  sudden  shriek, 
very  like  those  in  the  war  songs  of  the  Americaif 
savages.  I  can  perfectly  conceive,  that  so  peculiar 
a  stlrain,  associated  with  the  remembrances  of  youth* 
its  strong  affections  and  lively  pleasures,  might  have 
a  very  powerful  efiect  on  the  Swiss,  when  they  heard 
it  again  in  foreign  lands ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that 
its  magic  is  now  lost  While  I  was  musing  near  the 
stable-door,  after  the  melody,  which  had  worked  me 
up  to  something  like  ancient  Swiss  feelings,  had 
ceased,  the  cowherd  came  out  with  his  pails  of  milk ; 
and  seeing  me  there,  with  a  touch  of  sympathy  per- 
haps still  marked  on  my  countenance,  set  down  the 
pails^  and  with  a  vulgar,  mirthful  grin,  which  soon 
restored  me  to  the  level  of  real  life,  held  his  cap  to 
i^eceive  a  few  balz  for  his  performance.  I  utider* 
Stood  from  him,  that  his  cows,  when  in  full  milk,  the 
first  six  months  yielded,  upon  an  average,  eight  to  ten 
measures  of  milk  each,  equal  to  sixteen  or  twenty 
common  bottles  a  day.  The  price  is  ten  pounds,  and 
a  yoimg  active  pony  costs  about  as  much*. 

♦  Let  other  trj^vellers  beware — having  imprudeotly  passed  my  hand 
on  the  sleek  smooth  coat  of  one  of  these  ponies^  his  two  feet  were  up 
in  the  air  in  a  moment,  and  narrowly  missed  my  breast. 
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>  %6  WM&OQ  of  the  hoase  whem  we  stopped  to  vest 
wem  employed  in  working  murians,  tambouring,  oped 
wc»rk»  and  embrotdery,  earning  two  batz  a  day,  (not 
quite  ttepee  pence  sterling.)  One  of  them  was  dnim^ 
ing,  by  means  of  a  lever  suspended  fiom  the  ceiling. 
Tbe  hoilfef  was  built  cf  larch,  spacious  and  elean ;  it 
li^d  alalia  common  room  up  stairs,  for  company,  witll 
meaty  windows,  commanding  the  fine  prospect  The 
fumitttre  <tf  diat  room  consisted  of  a  long  bmich  round 
IbffM  Mdes,  and  a  long  taUe  be&ie  it;  an  epormouB 
eardien  stove,  so  constructed  as  to  atiswer  the  purpose 
^  steps  toasemd  to  tiie  next  story  above,  by  an  cipen^ 
ing  in  the  ceafing  of  the  room.  The  kitdmi,'  in 
lU3€tfaer  part  of  the  building,  has  no  damney,  but  the 
smoke,  issues  out  of  a  hole  in  the  xoc^,  covered  with  a 
shutter,  which  is*  opened  or  dosed  by  piilling  SLVoge. 
I  .have  akeady  described  tbe  prcyeeting  roofs  of  thsM 
lioiises^  the  prc^ectii^  gallery  under  the  eaves  of  that 
focC  the  high-pointed  gaUe  ends  full  of  windows,  the 
outside  stairs,  &c.  Above  the  fiist'floor,  built  of  sIqiib^ 
the  upper  structure  is  composed  of  square  beams, 
placed  one  over  the  other,  iaind  dove-tailed  at  4lhe  ms- 
gles  of  the  building ;  the  whole  covered  with  boaidsi, 
witibin  and  withoi:^.  Although,  the  sides  of  the  biiiU- 
ing  shew  only  one  story  above  the  ground^oor,  y«t 
the  gable  end,  or  rather  front,  hais  four:  or  five*  eadt 
marked  by  a  row  of  small  contiguous  windows.  Thk( 
StesA  is  decorated  with  pasi^tges  from  the  Scriptureif, 

inscribed  very  neatly  <hi  the  wood,  as  well  as  the  dute 


lil»^  the  swigBificeiit  sow^  ©f  a  b§ll»  fiftyTfowr  bu]^4m4 
pmsA^Nfmglijk  (him  iimi»9sif*^*kiSi^  I  ^^  9Qt  }mm,) 

^mfk^mi.  3k>w,  g^mly  ywQk  en?  \m\  90«1  i?w»  air 
mo^fttwe,  yM  smr^y  brdiM  ^  i«^^i^$^rsisd  ^Jim^ 
tfid|»ai>e  of  the  wide  world  b<^:|^Mb.  ^  The  ^q^ 
Ikxi  was  »  vii03^  and&v^(iieaG»Dti  tibeM^^  while  it  i»iMd 
llie  hfeaaf  sov^eigiiipawer  ifi  the  imiid»  ycku  mii^ 
attfl  do^  it$  reality ;  moat  meboeholy,  y^t  most 
hMnit,iftil :  the  nHtie  o£  %im  spfafines  mnst  sti'ike  cm  just 
wath  a  k»y.  :Th6  Mowing  ^qatniote  W3^  mlated  ti^ 
4B  by  .'OUT  kndioiii  at  the  iS^eyr/*,  6  nuigiestfate*  a  mam 
jof.pKDpeily  japd  of  aeEise^  and  very  modbrate  in  faia 
.pcdkto.  Whai  G^adral  Vandamine  was  in  thia 
w^dbaarhoodt  the  magistrataa  of  the  fxmasmm  mf 
.Qmm  iBosiyed  a  letter  fitom  him,  written  kk  Frene^ 
wyflb was  trwislated by  our  landlcffd^  (then^aa  he  is 
now,)  the  only  Jinhabitaist  at  aU  v^rs»d  iii  thai  po)|te 
language!  The  substance  of  the  epistle  was,  1^  in^ 
&n&  them,  4hat  sc»ne  friends  of  the  Qenecal^  at  Paxis^ 
having  faeacd  of  the  ggeat  /peT&ctioit  di  the  wocked 
muslkiB  of  Qaiss,  badccommtgsifiiied  irim»  if  he  haf^ 
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ffatatiXfi  of  these  madtiis»  as  per  margin ;  he  truflled 
tlai  aoaawiae  ^oidd  charge  the  lowest  price,  atdiA 
k»i%est  eredit.  The  magistrates  did  not  watt  kna# 
What  to  make  of  this  niessage,  but  our  imike^w  Am 
Bmif,  hGUDgn  person  of  more  experi^ice,  explained 
tothoantiiat  there  was  no  room  to  hesitate,  aad  that 
they  woaid  be  v&cy  weU  off  if  no  more  was  required.- 
Tfae  musliscB,  therefore,  were  procured,  and  seat ijbe 
next  day,  with  a  Bequest  that  the  General  w6uld  taltti 
hie  ofwn  time  fer  Ae  payment.  One  short  mmth 
aAenrwards,  Qemral  Vaadamme's  friands  baYing  fowd 
the  hmsiins  much  to  thdr  liking,  favoured  the  town 
of  Ghms  with  another  ordar.  Ouriatid|iordwas  agaiit 
QOteuited,  and  agmn  advised  compliaace ;  the  magisr 
trvles,  however,  thon^bestto  procraBticale*  attdanr 
swered  evasively,  that  the  articles  wera  not  imam- 
diately  to  be  had,  bat  that  they  wonld.be  procured  an 
seri>n  iis  possible,  &c.  &c.  Upon  this,  they  Mcetred 
no  more  commissions,  but,  instead,  a  visit  from  k 
ocanpany  of  soldiers,  who  remained  some  wteaksx^piar- 
teced  upon  Ih^oi,  ocxisuming  and  wasting  many  ikfB^ 
the  same  amount.  Stories  not  uniike  this  are  toM  of 
XaMena  and  others,  who  had  all^a  taste  for  fine  mus^ 
IiM :  the  common  men  generaOy  beha^ned  weU. 

Herisau,  June  28, 

,  Five  hours  and  a  h«df  from  Gsi^  -.  a  l^j^^iful  ful^ 
^eii  mqr^  wpl  ^th^a  tltat  fvQm  3t  QaJQ^  1|9t  tl^^ui^r 


Hi  DISTRESS  OF  THE  MANUFACTURERS. 

l»er  of  heggait&y  wmtly  wqmdn  aod  dkild^n,  s&kpar^ 
fecdy  shocking,  and  their  in^loring  ones  and  doqueot 
looks  are  inresistibl€i.  Br^adds  five  bateiaad  ahalf 
ibe  pound,  of  twenty  ouncies  (eightpenee  Engli^); 
manu^ietureirs  are  without  workt,  and  it  is  impossible 
for  th«pi  to  procure  food :  they  are  supportediby  pri- 
v^ate  and  public  charities,  and  distributions  of  eoono* 
mical  soup,  (made  with  oatmeal  and  a  little  naeat,)  in 
quantities  scarcely  sufficient  to  sustain  life.  We  see 
Botbing  but  meadows  and  pastures,  not  a  patch  of 
potatoes  or  grain,  not  even  a  garden.  On  the  oen- 
Irary,  surrounding  every  house,  is  a  nice  green  carpet 
4>f  turf,  which,  now  undoubtedly,  had  better  havebeai 
laid  down  in  potatoes.  The  climate,  is  not  very  &- 
vourable  to  any  crop  but  hay,  and  the  time  of  the  inha* 
bitants  was  more  profitably  employed  in  their  mawi^ 
Cultures ;  but  circumstances  have  shewn,  that  the  pio^ 
clace  of  the  loom  cannot  always  command  the  produce 
bf  the  fields.  Such  evils  work  their,  own  remedy,  but 
the  admonition  is  severe. 

Whilst  treading  this  land  of  heroic  husbandm^i  and 
shepherds,  who,  for  three  centuries,  defied  the  united 
hosts  of  Austria,  her  vassals  and  allies ;  and,  armed 
only  with  their  clubs,  attacked  and  defe^ed  whole 
squadrons  of  mailed  knights ;  and,.finally,  establi^lmi 
their  independence  by  more  than  Roman  deeds ;  we 
could  not  avoid  forming  a  somewhat  mournful  com- 
parison between  these  historic  visions  of  the  past,  and 
Ihe  state  of  things  actually  before  our  eyes.    What 
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W9iacw  fiilgfat  bo  the  pqnilation  of  Rouen,  or  of  MaJl^ 
(tester,  of  Leeds,  or  of  Abbevine ;  in  better  air,  nd 
(kmbt;  and  better  lodged,  but  pale  and  thin,  and  hum« 
Med ;  and,  I  fear,  not  very  moral.  On  entering  thp 
totm  of  Appenzel,  we  learnt  that  there  w^ e  to  hb  two 
capital  execntioa?  lliis  week  (beheading),  cme  iotsei^ 
ting  fire  to  a  bam,  the  oth^  for  repeated  robberies  | 
cfight  odier  culpritg  were  lately  whipt :  there  id  notibi^ig 
Arcadian  in  all  this;  and  yet  of  the  heroic  age*  of 
9wit2^1and,  (proud  though  no  doubt  it  was,)  the  latter 
liiX,  at  lea  A,  was  decidedly  more  abandoned  *»  more 
Kwless,  in  ikct,  more  corrupt,  than  this  weaving  age^ 
contemptible  as  it  certainly  appears*  ■     '     ' 

The  modenrmr^fation  of  braces,  whidi  dsewliere 
aft^d&ao  much  x»nifbrt  to  mankind,  (and  might,  iih 
(jieel,to  womankind  likewise,)  has  not  yet,  in^edible 
as  k  may  seem,  penetrated  tp  Appenzel.  We  m|gfat 
Isilgh,  if  pity  did  not  diebk  merriment,  at  the  odd 
figure  aad  gestures  of  ^  poor  starved  manufaotureni 
walking  along  the  vowA  in  their  way  to  town,  with  the 
weekly  task  of  the  ikmily  tied  tip  in  A  green  bagi 
themselves  dressed  in  a  very  short  jacket;  ^nd  dborter 
breeches;  the  preposterous  interval  between  whidi 
two  garo^ents,  and  their  perpetual,  but  ineffectu^, 
stmggies  fb  dose  it,  adds  a  new  and  striking  feature 
to  their  poreity^^truck  appearance; 

June  ^^.-^From  flerisau  we  are  cc«ne  to  dine  at 

♦  Cbap.  xxiv.  Vol.  n. 
Xoh.  I.  I 
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Wattwyl ;  the  number  of.  beggars  is  rathei*  I^99eiie4f 
but  we  und»stand  that  itiany  distressed  people  are 
dead,  if  not  absolutely  of  hunger,  yet  of  the  conse- 
quences. After  supporting  for  some  time  a  miserable 
existence,  on  scarcely  any  thing  but  boiled  nettles  and 
other  herbs,  their  organs  became  impaired,  and  when 
too  late  assisted  by  better  food,  they  could  not  digeA 
it;  their  extremities  swelled;  and  they  perished  in ia 
few  days.  The^church  at  Wattwyl  is  common  to  both 
Catholics  and  Protestants ;  a  circumstance  not  npw: 
imfirequent  with  the  Swiss,  and  forming  a^striking  cout 
trast  with  their  fanatical  intolerance  in  the  eatlier  days 
of  the  Reformation. 

June  29-30, — The  inn  at  Kaltenbrmmi  where  we 
slept,  after  an  afternoon's  drive  of  three  hours,  through  a 
yery  beaidtifiil  and  less  famished  country,  was  certainly 
a  great  improvement  upon  those  situated  higher  in 
the  mountains,  yet  an  English  traveller  would  feel  the 
want  of  bells  and  carpets,  <^  bedside  carpets  at  least ; 
and  he  might  ppssibly  objedt  to  a  mattress  of  beech 
leaves  (fayard),  with  scarcely  any  thing  else  imder  him 
but  en  revanche,  an  enormous  feather-bed  over  him, 
which,  if  he  thought  proper  to  remove,  he  would  be  left, 
there  being  no  blankets,  with  merely  an  upper  sheet, 
two  yards  and  a  half  long  and  two:  yards  broad,  and 
flounced  all  round  with  stiff  starched  worked  muaKn. , 

From  Kaltenbrunn  to  W^sen,  at  the  oultet  of 
the  Lake  of  Wallenstadt,  in  four  hours,  through  a 
flourishing  country ;  the  road  level  and  shaded  by 
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walnut-ttees,  the  otttages  tidy»  tbe  fwus  in  tlie  best 
order,  and  not  a  beggar  to  be  seen. 

Tbe  superiority  of  the  plough  over  the  loc»n  st^dp 
manifest  here,  and  the  suddenness  of  the  change  is 
explained  by  the  system  prevalent  through  Switzer* 
land,  of  confining  paupers  to  their  respective  parishes; 
In  the  manufacturing  districts,  where  the  ''  Burghers' 
Fi)nd"  is  not  at  present  equal  to  the  demands  upon 
it,  the  poor  are  reduced  to  beg,  but  must  not  stray. 
The  mountain  views  tibiat  now  meet  our  eyes,  turn 
them  which  way  we  will,  here  in  the  plain,  are  such  as 
the  moantains  themselves,  which  we  have  just  left, 
are  far  from  afibrding,  for  there,  in  fact,  they  hide  each 
other. 

The  rich  scenery  of  the  range  situated  on  our  right, 
crags  and  hanging  woods,  with  church  steeples  peep- 
ing firom  amongst  th^i,  pasture  grounds  and  chal6tst 
is  suddenly  interrupted  by  a  deep  gap,  forming  the 
entrance  of  the  VaUey  of  Glaris,  where  the  battle  of 
Nafels  was  fought*.  On  our  left,  the  mountain,  c^ 
which  we  skirt  the  base,  is  all  composed  of  pudding- 
stone  strata,  alternating  with  tho^e  of  sandstone,  for 
we  ^e  still  in  the  line  of  that  peculiar  formation ;  in 
front  of  us  the  lake  fills  up  the  long  perspective,  ber 
tween  the  two  ranges  of  receding  hills,  and  the  vistatia 
terminated  by  a  sno¥ry  curtain,  drawn  across  the  qlma 
of  the  high  Alps  in  the  Grisons. 

Approaching  the  lake,  we  found  its  borders  marshy, 

*  Chap.  xvi.  Vol.  II. 
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trcaA  the  iiiiMdatidli&  (^  ikb  fiT0r  Ldxtfli,  wfaieh  is  per^ 
petually  filling  up  it^  old  ehaimd,  sQid  oyerflofwing 
into  a  new  one,  in  consequence  of  the  mass  pf  rubbish 
and  stones  brought  down  from  the  Glaris  mountains  } 
the  lev^  of  the  lake  itdelf  has  been  actuallj  raised  ten 
feet  in  the  last  sixtj^  years  by  this  accumulation. 

A  work  of  great  public  utility,  the  greatest  ever 
undertaken  in  Switzerland,  is  now  going  on  here,  in- 
tended to  throw  the  Linth,  with  all  the  earth  and  th^ 
stoiies  it  brings,  into  a  deep  part  of  the  lake,  inistead 
of  joining  it  at  the  outlet ;  a  straight  and  navigable 
dianndi  will  carry  the  waters  of  one  lake  to  the  other, 
tranqml  and  clear  at  ail  times*. 

The  small  town  of  Wesen,  where  we  only  stopped 
fer  a  boat,  looks  dreary  and  desolate  ;  the  streets  are 
under  Water,  the  houses  besmeared  with  mud,  the  in^ 
habitants  sick  smd  idle.  Having  unfortunately  been 
in  the  track  of  the  armies  to  and  ftcflft  Italy  in  the 
years  1799  and  ISOO,  it  suffered  cruelly  by  tiiem. 
FVendh,  Austrians^  and  Russians  msmoeuvring  in  its 
neighbourhood,  pursuing  and  pursued  alternately,  left 
neither  furniture  in  the  houses  nor  cattle  on  the  hills. 
Under  the  Romans  this  Was  a  plBce  of  sane  inqpor- 
tarice,  communicating  with  various  military  stations, 
on  the  lake  of  which  the  villages  Teraen,  Quarten, 
Quiiiteh,  still  preserve  the  ancient  denominations.  At 
the  time  of  the  destruction  of  Helvetia,  Wesen,  of 

*  Some  further  account  will  be  given  of  a  subsequent  visit  to  these 
works. 
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course^  disappeax^ed  with  the  real ;  but  having  partly 
risen  from  its  ashes  during  the  fdudhl  times,  yraa 
again  destroyed,  and  not  altogether  without  just 
cause*,  in  1388,  by  its  neighbours  of  Glaris,  and  since 
tbat  has  never  been  considerable. 

The  price  of  a  boat,  fit  to  carry  a  carriage  and 
hme^,  to  th0  farthest  end  of  the  lake  (four  leagues), 
is  ten  shillings  sterling,  exclusive  of  a  small  present  to 
the  men.  We  performed  the  voyage  with  cars  in  four 
hours  and  a  half;  sailing  with  a  favourable  wind,  it 
may  be  accomplished  iii  two.  Terrible  tales  are  told 
of  the  tempests  oa  this  lake,  as  indeed  on  all  the  lakes 
enclosed^  as  this  is«  by  mountains ;  govermnetit  has 
thought  proper  to  interfere  for  the  safety  of  ignorant 
or  rash  travellers,  forbidding  the  boatmen  to  ventore 
out  at  all,  under  certain  circumstances  of  weather ; 
obliging  them,  in  more  dubious  cabes,  to  keep  dose 
along  tlie  southern  shore,  where  there  are  harbours^ 
and  allowing  no  boat  to  remain  more  than  three  years 
in  use.  The  most  dangerous  is  supposed  to  be  the 
north  wind,  which  falling  vertically,  furrows  the  surT 
hoe  of  the  water  into  deep  short  wjaves  that  suck  ia 
every  floating  thing ;  at  least  so  it  is  said,  nor  doe^  the 
tpitm  and  make  of  1h0  boats  give  the  smallest  hc^  of 
the^r  beiti^  able  to  weather  any  storm,  being  quite  flat; 
l^d  so  shallow,  as  to  fill  with  the  slightest  swell ;  very 
weakly  built,  and  not  even  ceiled  oar  lined  inside,  to 
protect  the  planks  fi'om  the  kick  of  a  horse :  they  are 

*  Chap.  xvi.  Vol.  11. 
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m^e  sq^CLFe  boxes,  rowing  knd  sailing  equally  ill ; 
but  were  y6u  inclined  for  .any  other  mode  iof  convey- 
ance, there  is  no  road  for  a  carriage! round  the  lake ; 
add  to  which,  that  to  give  up  the  view  of  the  shores 
from  the  water,  would  be  to  for^o  the  very  purpose 
of  the  expedition.  The  lake  is  seldom  more  than  two 
miles  across,  so  that  sail  where  you  wiU,  you  cannot 
k)se  sight  cf  either  bank. 

This  part  of  the  country  has  always  been  subject  to' 
earthquakes^  Thirty-three  are  upon  record  as  having 
happened  in  the  seventeenth-  century,  and  eighty- 
seven  in  the  eighteenth ;  that  is,  thirty-seven  between 
August,  1701,  and  February^  1702;  fifty  between 
S^t^ber,  1763,  and  May,  1764  ;  but  the  geological 
revolutions,  indicated  by  the  general  appe^u-ances  df 
this  district,  are  far  beyond  the  power  of  Common 
earthquakes,  which  are,  indeed,  more  likely  to  halve 
been  an. effect  than  a  cause;  for  the  vast  vacuities  left 
between  and  among  the  fragments  of  the  old  earth*s 
criBt,  when  they  settled  into  their  present  positions, 
would  naturally  bwome  so  many  gazometers ^  occa- 
sionally filling  with  an  elastic  fluid,  the  sudden  expan- 
sbn,  rarefection,  or  possibly  inflammation  of  which 
now  heaves,  at  times,  their  ponderous  coverings,  and 
communicates  to  the  surface  of  our  earth  those  un- 
dulations, denominated  earthquakes,  which  spread 
terror  and  dismay  among  its  inhabitants*. 

*  They  have  been  compared,  aild  not  unaptly,  to  the  wind  blowing 
under  a  carpet. 
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Tq  convey  some  idea  of  tfaMe^geotogical  appear* 
ances,  and  of  the  specidations  wMch  I  hl^ve  ventured 
to  build  Upon  them,  I  will  here  give  a  transverse  sec- 
tion of  the  lake  and  its  banks. 


a  by  surface  of  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt,  in  ki  breadth.  ' 

A  B,  north  bank  of  the  lake, 

D  B,  south  bank  dipping  into  the  lake. 

The  section  A  B,  b  supposed  to  have  coincided  formerly  with  B  C, 
and  the  latter  to  have  slid  down  to  its  present  position^  forming  the 
b^in  of  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt,  the  greatest  depth  of  which  is  near 
the  northern  bank. 

,  It  seems  as  if  the  section  A  B  of  the  North  bank* 
and  the  section  B  C  of  the  South  bank,  had  onoe 
be^  ccmtiguous  and  upon  the  same  plane ;  but  that> 
broken  asunder  by  some  mighty  force,  the  portion  B 
C  had  slipped  down,  leaving  the  precipice  '  A  B  to 
stand  exposed  to  our  wcmdering  eyes,  a  gigantic 
specimen  of  natural  history,  presenting  from,  four  to 
six  thousand  feet  perpendicular  of  parallel  strata,  all 
containing,  in  the  organic  r^nains,  abundant  proof  of 
their  secondary  origin. 
Geology  is  oertai&ly  no  m^es^i  auxiliary  of  the  pic- 


tmeaque^fiMT  ifltagiimtioti  ifrill  efei  fidlow  with  p«eu- 
liarideli^t  ibe:  ^iiMl9  of  a  fdroti^  woild^  It  ib  rous^ 
ta  mighty  ccxtfmpk^B  at  th^6ig}it of  piles  of  ^roeks, 
as  high  as  the  clouds,  recmatbeiit  oa  abed  of  fem,. 
and  at  Riding  the  remains  of  animals,  that  once 
sported  on  the  summits  of  other  Alps^  now  buried 
beneath  the  y^  ba^e  and  foundations  of  ours. 

In  the  course  of  our  voyage,  approaching  some- 
times  tte  northern,  but  ofle^^  tb^  southern^  shore, 
which  is  rent  in  several  places  fW)m  top  to  bottom,  we 
happ^ed  to  pass  close  by  one  of  these  great  fissures. 
It  was  dark  as  ^ight  itself;  invisible  torrents  roared 
down  its  precipices ;  nothing  human  could  dimb  their 
sides,  or  breathe  in  their  eternal  imst ;  to  the  eye 
mfeaSilred  in  ifvonder  the  fearftil  hsight^  ahd  dwelt  on 
the  heavenly  softness  of  the  mountain  verdute  seftft 
through  the  opening  at  the  top,  we  could  scarcely 
believe  our  senses  when  we  discovered  peasants 
staking  hay  quietly  on  the  brink  of  such  on  aby&s, 
thousands  of  feet  above  bur  head,on  the  northern  Ahbte 
oflfie  kke,  M  thefMt  Of  its  abrupt  r«mj|^arfc,  dbse 
V^  itd  tteriietldotis  eataraote)  liie  greatest  perhaps  in 
Switzerland.  Otl  the  very  prbmcntories  of  earfli  dnd 
stdne,  c^i^naliy.  brought  by  them,  we  often  desdmd 
A  farm-h^ti^e,  with  its  girove  of  umbrageous  wvlimts^ 
its  m^oW!^,  aiul  husbandm^  jit  their  worfe.^  :A 
n^airer  a^plroi^di  to  what  appeared  a  perpendicular 
wall  of  rocks,  enabled  us.  to  det^  Some  sli|^  Kiaiiat 
of  a  climbing  pa&,  where  nofbhed  togs,  orstii&s 
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diiitai  inlo  liolu;  or  efwiwngfaigbhgriiei  atid  iiilliy: 
tOf»  leadfaig  ftom  one  bMtliiig  shelf  to  ftnottter, 
dwwdd  diati  b,  sttong  hand  and/Bteady  step  IfA  nothitig 
inaooessibletothe  iogeniiit^  andpeilBeverance  ofmait 
BHormous  as  the  mountain  iqfqpeared  befiMre,  sudt 
pwntoofjootxiparisoDas  these  swelled  its  dimensions 
atf  cmoe  to  an  i^ressive  excess,  from  which  die  eye 
titttied  with  a  sort  of  dread. 
'  Hie  lake,  which  never  fieeases,  abounds  with  A^ ; 
sabnon  (even  at  this  distance  frcm  the  Qertnsm  ocean), 
trout;  &c.,  and  p&e  in  proportion,  some  of  than 
weighing  thirty  pounds^  Our  boatman  jridted  up  a 
large  fish,  just  dead  of  wounds  teceived  in  an  encoun- 
ter^  with  a  jade.  We  were  told  of  a  man  catdxing 
fifty  hundred  weight  offish  in  one  day.  Angling  is 
attowed  in  all  the  waters  of  Switzerland,  but  every 
other  kind  of  fishery  is  private  pmperty,  and  leased 
out 

The  Lammergeyer,  ths  largest,  after  the  Ataierican 
condor,  of  all  the  biids  of  prey,  measuring  sixtera  feet 
from  wing  to  wing,  haunts  this  lake,  chiefly  the  north- 
ern bank>  and  carries  off  kids,  and  even  lai^ge  dogs. 
Mr.  ^el  speaks  (tf  a  hunter,  Joseph  Schorer,  who 
httviii^^scevered  a  nest  of  these  powerfiil  birds,  and 
kifi^  the  mtile,  <a^  baTe^fi)0ted,  fyt  greater  safety, 
akoig  a^i^lf  bf  the  rock,  ^!id'  was  just  lifting  to  seize 
the  yoangi  When  -the  htenpouneii^  down  upon  hiin, 
st^  her  daws  into  Ms  surm,  and  her  bill  into  his  bac^. 
Tlie  hunter,  whonl  U)e  least  movement  might  have 
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pfteil^itated  fikxB^^U^  dra^peroas  statkxi,  tesiained  <at' 
fffsi  quite  still,  then  giradi^y  with  his  foot,  dlrectiog 
^  muss^  of  his  gun,  which  fortunately  he  still  held 
iBthis  .left  hanid,  towards  the  bird^  he  in  the  same 
oiaiineir  cocked  it^  pu^hed  the  trigger,  and  shot  ih^ 
dead,  not  howdver  befc^re  she. had  inflicted  wounds 
whi^  confined  him  to  his  bed  for  some  months:  These 
hunters  are  men  from  whom  the  North  American  In- 
diftn^  Ihj^nselves  might  learn  patient  endurance  under 
thp^.sevc^rest.  privations  and  hardships ;  acuteness  of 
sange,  boldness,,  and  contempt  of  death : .  there  are^ 
few  of  th^ni  who  do  iiot  come  to  an  untimely  end ; 
thiey  disappear  one  after  the  others  and  their  lamen- 
t^^  stQry  is.only  k&own  fvaai  the  mangled  remains 
99m©tiw€fi.  digcQvered. 

The  villagers  of  Wallenstadt  (at  the  upper  end  of 
the  lake),  l^e  those  of  Wesen  at  the  lower,  have  been 
boatmen  and  mule-drivers  from  time  immemorial^ 
imfier  the^  Roman  prefects,  under  the  Ostrogoths,  the 
Huns,  and  the  Saracens ;  under  Masseha  and  the 
B^r^oph  ajjny,  and  now  in  the  service  of  curious  gen- 
tlemen and  ladies ;  yet  all  without  having  advanced 
Qi)ie  step  in  the  art  of  building,  or  managing  boats, 
4uring:  this  apprenticeship  of  seventeen,  centuries. 
Some  assuredly  of  their  present  passengers,  citizens 
bold  of  the  British  metropolis,  sunday-n^vigators  of 
the  Thames  between  London-bridge  and  Richmond, 
could  teach  them  better  things  ;  ypt,  when  we  consider 
the  inartificial  ,s^^te  of  thj^s^  same  nwtical  arts  upon 
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the  Seine,  at  the  very  fountain-head  of  Euro{>6an  ci« 
vilization,  as  every  body  at  Paxib  knows,  we  see  leta 
reason  to  wonder  at  the  Swiss. ' 

.Having  no  freight  for  Italy  by  the  mountains,  nor 
for  Zurich  and  the  Rhine  by  the  lakes,  we  staid  no 
loQger  on  the  sUoiy  quay  of  Wallenstadt  than  was  xt^ 
q^^ite  to  an^ange  the  crazy  tackle  of  our  carriage. 
This  poor  little  town  was,  like  Wesen,  repeatedly 
plundered  in  1799,  and,  besides,  burnt  to  the  ground, 
.  From  Wallenstadt  to  Sargans,  two  hours,  along  a 
fine  valley,  formed  by  the  dame  screens  of  magni- 
ficent mountains,  and  being  in  fact  a  continuation  of 
the  basin  of  the  lake,  but  above  water  instead  of  be* 
neath ;  a  solid  instead  of  a  liquid  surface,  abd  ib  high 
cultivation.  The, inhabitants  in  their  holiday  dressies 
were  sitting  at  the  doors  of  thdr  brddd  wooden  dwellr 
ings,  too  large,  it  seems,  to  be  denominated  cottages, 
under  the  shade  of  spreading  walnut-trees.  '  Not  a 
beggar  was  to.be  seen.  The  wotnen,  sunburnt  add 
masculine  from  habitual  exposure  in  the  fields,  wear 
a  small  skull-cap,  under  which  the  hair  is  drawn  up  so 
tight  as  finally  to  eradicate  it  even  to  baldness,  an 
infirmity  tp  which  women  are  not  naturally  subject. 
The  crane,  so  coromon  along  thel  course  of  the  Rhine 
in  Germany,  re-appears  here,  near  its  source.  Every 
steeple  is  capped  with  a, gigantic  nest,  and  the  high- 
est houses  have  one  or  more  about  their  chinmeys. 

July  1. — ^The  Stag  at  Sargans,  where  we  slept,  is 
kept  by  two  sisters,  with  whom  we  had  a  good  deal  of 
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ifrtearesting  cohvef nation,  by  signs,  by  means  of  Mr. 
'SSb^Vfi  Swiss  Vocabulary,  and  by  the  help  of  English 
words:  their  house  deserves  to  be  recommended*. 
Frcxn  thence  to  Ragatz,  half  a  mile  from  the  Rhine, 
iti  one  hour.  The  mountains,  on  both  sides  of  us,  much 
lOW6t  than  yesterday,  presented  many  feudal  and  Ro- 
mitti  ruins,  now  invdfved  in  equal  obscurity.  A  triiSing 
tise  of  the  ground  of  the  valley,  nineteen  feet  only 
above  the  usual  level  of  the  Rhine,  alone  prevents  its 
inaidng  a  short  cut  by  the  lakes  of  Wallenstadt  and  of 
l^Urich,  instead  of  passing  by  the  lake  of  Constance. 
About  two  miles  North-East  of  Sargans,  the  Rhine 
passes  between  two  high  mountains,  the  Schollberg 
on  this  side,  and  the  Falkniss  on  the  Grison  side, 
i^hich  bear  strong  marks  of  having  been  united  for- 
meriy.  ,  'Hie  Rhinef  must  then  have  flowed  in  the 
direction  mentioned  above ;  but  as  its  course  appears 
dearly  to  have  been  obstructed  also  at  Baden,  below 
Suridi,  the  probability  is,  that  the  whole  space  be- 
tween Baden  and  Coire  in  the  Grisons  foimed  th^ti 
an  immense  lake,  twice  as  long  as  the  lake  of  Con- 
stance, and  abotit  as  broad  in  some  places^    Both  these 

•  '*  Having  already  advanced  substantial  reasons  for  particularising 
tbe  if^s^  of  ah  inn  dinner,  I  stmll  here  umitt  those  €^  our  whole  enter- 
tainment at  the  Stag.  First,  eggs  and  herb  soup ;  second,  omelet, 
splnage,  custard  pudding,  fried  bread  covered  with  inashed  straw- 
berries and  creatn ;  third,  rofkst  veal,  salad,  and  fritters ;  fourth,  des- 
sert. Wiae  of  the  country;  coffee  and  cream.  Strawberries  and 
cream  in  the  evening.  Very  good  beds;  Coffee  and  strawberries  for 
breakfast.  The  bill  for  two  persons  was  ten  shiUings  sterling  (twelve 
Fr^fK:b  francs). 
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ofaitadestolheixRirBeof  the  JRIoMihave 
by  fiame  causes  to  us  unknown;  thatattheSckdIbeig 
gaVB  imy  first,  otherwise  the  stream  never  would  aftel^ 
wards  have  left  the  shorter  for  the  longer  couree,  tfae 
greater  for  the  lesser  fall  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  state  of  things  in  fonnear  times,  if  an  ^bouUmeni  (a 
faH  of  amountain)  was  to  ts^e  place  now  between  tiie 
Schdlb^g  and  the  FaUoiiss,  and  fill  up  the  bed  of  tfae 
Bhine,  elevatii^  it  only  nin^en  feet  (we  have  Biaea 
it  would  be.6Ktf9oient),  the  Rhine  would  infidlibly  turn 
jto  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt.  There  is  no  danger  of 
the  great  lake  bdng  forined  again,  unless  the  gap 
at  Baden  was  also  filled  up  agsdn ;  but  the  waters  of 
the  Rhine,  ^added  to  those  of. the  Limlnat,  would  cer- 
tainly jnake  it  overflow  permanently  its  pres^it  banks, 
and  cause  much  damage.  An  embankment  aa^oss 
the  valley  of  Sargans  is  pointed  out  by  all  thoise  who 
understand  the  subject  best,  as  an  easy  and  safe  re- 
medy against  any  tthing  bt|t  a  very  great  iAoukment  at 
the  SchoHbeig,  whnre,  however,  the  passage  is  liot 
less  than  two  miles  wide. 

Leaving  our  carriage,  to  wait  our  return,  at  Ragatii, 
we  proceeded  onioot,  witli  a  guide,  aldtig  a  path  not 
Tery  pradticaMe  for.horses,  towaixls  the  Pfei^  baths, 
which  we  readiod  in  two  ho«^?s,  passhig  the  remains 
Df.seveiad  analanclies ;  tte  snow  of  one  of  themfinii^ 
the  bed  of  a. mountain  stream,  had  m^ted  below,  and 
formed  an^ardi,  faiookeaci  through  in  some  places,  so  as 
taifliew  Us  the  danger  we  had  incisrredin  crossing  over. 
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;  ;  A]K»|ti.i»l^  btdiidtoi  years  ago,  one  of  die  biutterft 
fsiihe  al^bey  ofFfeier,  beuog  in  puisuit  of  game,  dis»- 
.^tered^at.the  bottom  of  a  tremendous  deft,^bere  ti^ 
'T^nui^a  rolls  its  foaming  waters^  the  hot  springs  sioce 
'90  famous.  The  abbey  had  then  flourished  for  three 
/eeE^u4es^  and  ihad  during  that  time  introduced  culti- 
¥ation  a^.laiy  into  the  wUd  region  traversed;  by  the 
Tami4a>froQi  iits.gouiw  to  the  Rhine,  an  raapire  of 
^ight  square  ^eagu^s^  whidi  neady  equalled  in  diira- 
tioiji,  if  not.il)  pow^r,  the  Roman  Empire  itself,  and 
was  likewise  destroyed  by  a  northern  invasion,  d«ring 
the  sui^essiye; campaigns  of  1799  and  1800.  .The 
I'renc^iand  the^  Au^trians  cont^ending  for  the  possesr 
sion  of  thesje  eigfetleagUi^s  of  roqks  and  predipic^, 
niUEu^  the  miserable  inhabitapjts,,  by  carrying  away 
their  cattle,    :     ;  .       \ 

.  /  Thp  sick  formeyjy.  n?ere  li^t  down  by  ropeSj  isome 
hundred  feet,  tp  <!;^itatin  rude  huts,  which  they  entered 
by  .th(Q  roof,.aod  where  they  remaineda  week  stewing 
m  hot  wa^r  and  ste^ ;  by  degrees,  commuxiioatioas 
became  better,  and  about  one  hundred  years  .ago^^^ 
jJ[>bot.of  Pf^er  had  the  present  stone  house  and  baths 
ipon^t^^t^,  and  a  path  to  it  out  zig-zag  amoi^  ■>  rpalsB 
anid;tre9S^  These  baths  axe  situated  about  six  hm- 
dr^.  y<jtrd^.b^ow  the  spring,  the  water  blood  heat, 
and  c9ntiQUp)ly  runping  in  and  out;  fin^ms,  in  faxA,i  a 
.steai^  M  T^pU  a^  a  water  bath.  One  part :of  the  )oe- 
remony  of!aig]pA-se?i)ig  is  to  igo:  along  asoaffoklhi^, 
suspended. ^aijist  the  face  of. the  rook,  tO: the. pfewe 
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whtite  the  water  guahes  oirt  ofHid  B(iNinfUB'{iiiHiig 
hot.  Desirous  to  perform  my  duty  cm  aU  oeeuioWt 
as  far  as  I  am  able,  I  proceeded  about  half  way,  and 
fully  convmcing  myself  that  I  should  return  <piite  wti 
jSrom  the  drippmg  of  the  rock;  finding,  besides,  the 
plank  so  narrow  and  slippery,  and  the  tdrrent  bdovr 
do  very  furious,  that  a  fall  (not  very  unlikely  to  hapr 
pen)  would  leave  no  hopes  of  salvaticm,  and  the  scene 
appearing  altogether  frightfiil,  I  thou^  to  myselC 
that  a  confession  of  prudence  might  do  fidl  as  wd^in 
a  journal  as  a  confession  of  rashness,  being,  at  any 
rate,  much  more  original ;  therefore,  after  several 
awfiil  pauses,  I  stopped  at  last  near  a  piojeetio&df  the 
ndc,  overhanging  the  trembling  board  whieh  stands 
iBSuls^ted  from  the  side,  and  where  the  rash  adveor 
turer  finds  himself  niuch  in  the  situation  of  a  rc^ 
dancer,  without  even  the  assistance  of  his  pdb,  and 
here  intiinatecl  to  the  guide  that  I  should  poroceed  bo 
further.  'Hiis  sort  of  caviem  is  fonned  by  the  loose 
Bodts  already  mentioned,  piled  up  abdve,  between  tihe 
perpendicular  side  c^the  deft ;  it  i&  about  two  huncto^d 
feet  hig)i>  and  perfectly  dark^  except  from  a  smal} 
(^)ening  at  the  tQp,  through  which  a  'single  ray  of  Ught ' 
felling  on  those  who  pass  unc}er  it  in  their  progr^s  t^ 
and  fron^  l^e  spring,  gives  them,  to  the  curious  eye 
looking  on  from  a  safe  distance,  the  air  of  shades  wan- 
dering on  the  precincts  of  the  infernal  regions,  .j 

The  water  J»as  scarcely  any  taste;  a  bottle  of  it 
contains,  as  Mr.  Bbel  says,  1  grain  setenite,  9-16'^  gr. 


gti^ai6we0i^  earth,  5-9*  gr.  <^cateous  nitrate  dT 
pcMash.  It  id  principally  good  for  debility  of  stomadi, 
riwumatkms,  &c.  Provisions  and  other  necessaries 
are  brouglM^  to  within  six  hundred  aaid  sixty-four  feet 
perpendicular  above  the  house,  and  then  let  dovifri  bf 
i>ppes ;  tbe  cas^^teB  containing  bottles  o^  the  water,,  whitsh 
aie  (Sent  al^  ^ver  Europe,  are  hoisted  up  the  same 
way».  Frbm  this  grefat  depth,  the  mountain  riseft  at 
Mice  to  a  height  where  the  snow  never  melts  entirely 
yii«utaam0r;  there  are  summits  of  five  thousand  and 
six  thsusand  fe^  all  in  sight,  c«ie  even  of  nine  thofeii 
«And  two  hundre^'feet.  We  diiied  and  spent  an  even* 
ing  and  a  night  at  this  strange  place ;  the  ccHi^ny 
iprai5'i?eryi«naUvit  being  yet  early  in  theseakm:  me 
facly^fvom  Italy,  and  two  fitoni  Appenzel,  an  ^gBMl^ 
iMHy  a  dapiiichin,  and  twt>  Bene&ctines ;  none  (^the 
atteirfantsxindel^stood  any  thing  bitt  Geitaan.  1^ 
^Oiise  is  bjAilt  1^  k  convent,  with  long  galleries  a^ 
intaieimely  tMck  Wa^s.  ^e  mode  of  li&  is  origin^, 
like  the  place:  ^  dihder  bell  rang  at  dieten  in.  ikt 
flftoming,  and  *he  «upper  was  aiinoimeed  at  sereii. 
1^  priilicipal  dish  on  table,  and  a  very  good  one,  was 
wlKjtly  Hiade  of  the  blood  of  chamois,  which,  strange 
as  it  mdy  seem,  looked  and  tasted  a  good  deal  iil» 
spillage ;  the  feet  of  ohamoid  was  another,  and  thef e 
were  no  veg^ables. 

Although  *he  torrent  of  the  Tamina  never  could  have 
{farmed  of  itself  the  wholfe  df  its  gigantic  bed,  yet,  that 


9^P^Afi(»ifi»i^(Mfi  nek,  a  little  afaam  lie  pmmd 
I«]949^tjp«bW8ter,  on.Mdk  flide^by  the  vident^ed^oe 

llQn^r^f  tbw%'<prlttobI  dtdznofraafi^isliWMiij^i^ 

hjl^lf;.    73ttsT«lniDaisa£sr|oiiatornnt^ 
»)^.ccMr9#.coUMfoa»d^c^  the  R1ub6  yn .mh 

<»:^(4^tei<|U2iiiUty  ^  i^aJter  ieuul  c£. stones.  FiftjrHiito 
yie^fS  090^  dudog  one.  of  its  mosl  memoiablft  iniisda^ 
Ikstts,  ^  viUage  (3f  Ragatz  »n  iieaify 
owssiaf  tfoli^ifth^  noV  jet  entifely  ruamm^^  During 
Hki^UgX  ifu*  tbbi  Bame  viHjige,  acaiEcely  reeownd 
from  iJif^ejfectepf  tile  ftstdid^^  expmeaaed^  ao^ 
^iBimhf^^Hjafi^^  ofwhichtoeonY^.60Bi* 

ide>,-jl  jfteaoii^.to.siiyy.tbatthi^  {)hyd^^  <£  tbe 
pteciiwa>QtL  Hbger^  had  ^eirea  ttaawiBd  &ng/ik  wA 
dJiirft  «i«cceBtdveiy:  qo^^  upon  him;  ^dnrmg.tke 
yiflii£s<r7dfi..Biid  ISOO;  tea  neh,  upoa  an  average^ 
^Mif:  ieotetiog:  lik  hbuee.  '  At  last,  the  wooden  bridge 
over  the  river  having  been  set  on  fire  by  the  Fteadbi^ 
aBaiP0e^l»^eojfd^eil<to»  the  iaaito  cffmnHMhilyd  to 
^  vj^a^»  whi^  i9Kte  rediiced  to  ashm,  and  the  inha^ 
bii^ptts  at  onM  reeved  of  their  gu^»  by  this  metea. 

*  J^Jr.  Khel  Itatej,  thai  gigantic  kvmsai  bpne«  hijve  ^^f^  ,|)^iH|pt|e4^ 
found  in  th^  part  of  the  valley  of  Claris  the  nearest  to  this  place.* 
The  Jweti  of  thig  vattey  ofTavestch,  Whieli  lis  also  very  near,  are  even 
«tdlbsi4a^fthsv<ito4>r#itery>|talilre;  >  •  >  1.     .  ./  .'1     .  ti  / 

Vol.  L  K 


ifOMEUsBM^K  Stag.;  weueiabarked  agaiathis  morn^ 
iqgeat  ^alteiistadt,  fatouted  ivith  a  lowering^sky  sum) 
Biiist;  9vluch  spread  over  theboeatiiC'  bttdiksa^  of-fbe 
lake  a  suitable  tinge  of  inky  blue ;  a  fevr  -tsty^  dt^^ 
aui(i  pkDdng.lltfoi^h  tbe  dbilds^  played^  here  asd 
there  oh  t]lie  tender  green  of  it&e  mountain  pastare9»^ 
and  broiigfajt  to  view  peisusefiil  diaiets  asid  viUaig^ 
anoiig  hanging  woods  and  i»recipice8«  At  last,  the 
douds  poured  down  their  deluge,  from  which  w'4^ 
sou^  shelter  .undd?  the  crazy  tq^  of  oar  <;amii^ 
It  imabeddown.the  vapours  and  cleared  the  air^'  h«K 
viihoui  inqpvovingtthe  landscape,  for  aicold  grey  am 
JBoaphgyf^  a  distinct  dear  light  without  shadows^  ixmt-' 
stJifcuteitsinoslAmfavoucable  state  to  a  pictures^fue  eye^ 
W^  weceramused,  however,  on  discoyeiing.hundredt 
erf"  white  goats^  till  then  unpeieeived,  adherii^  Mk(i 
apparently  against  the  perpendicular  &ce  >  of  ihf^ 
:;  some  of  them  putting  us  in  mind  of  Gray 'sdeof^ 
mJiich.''  danced,  and  scratchM  aa ear  with. its. hjn^ 
foot,'Mn  aplaoe  whetel  could  not  have  stood  stodcstifl^' 

<' for  all  b^neatb  ll^e  meoD."    .  ,  :        .  , 

Anttdst  these  noble  scenes  of  nature,  one  of  a  di^ 
fiumit  sort  came  unluckily  to  obtrude  itseU^  on  our 
siglit :  Crabbe  unght  have  thought  it  dot  unwetoome. 
A  Swiss  gendarme  conducting,  in  a  boat,  half  a  dozea 
paupere,  from  a  parish  where  they  had  been  found 
^oiteringj,  tg  the  one  to  which  they  legally  b^langed^ 
One  of  them  was  an  old  shepherd,  wijib  a  vemr^iliQ 
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l^igtfi  of  grey  beard,  a  mountain  strdc  in 'his. hand, 
and  Bcaicely  dothed.  Another  was  a  woman  with' 
yomg  dboOldrea  The  gend*anne,  speaking  of  his 
dharge,  called  fheni  lazzaroni.  This  is  melanchoty  ia- 
sudd  nopuntry ;  and.  yet  it  would  be  difficult  tp  poiift 
cut  any  ijpSDCk  o{!{iuMie  assistance  ikA  leading  to  sudi 
iaooOTeiiieiioi^;  tibere  is  no -knomng  where  to  stop^ 
when  imce  attempted 

;  After  landing  at  Wesen,  we  left  the  valley  of  the 
Uatb,  by- which  we  had  arrived  the  first  time,  to  tlfe 
righl^and  cipsffiing  the  river,  entered  the  valley  of 
GSioria  cm  oi|r  left.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
Bclvs^  geography,  by  oon4)aring  the  country  to  a 
b^ge  ^wn,  of  whi^  the  valleys  are  the  streets^  andr 
the  mountains  groups  erf*  contiguous  houses.  Four  or 
tire  ofxisiderable  rivers^  the  Rhone  and  the  Rhine,  the 
Axty  tiie  Reuss,  and  the  Limmat,  mark  the  principal 
avenues  and  fashionable  residences,  where  wealthy 
and  ^litepec^le  live ;  side  valleys,  short  and  parallel 
with  eadb  other^  q>eniitg  into  these  main  avenues,  are 
the  bye  stre>ets  or  alleys,  not  thoroughfares,  and  y^ 
commumqsUdi^  with  eadi  other  by  winding  and  dark 
passages  among  the  housf  esl  As  we  judge  better  of  a 
town  by  walking  the  principal  streets,  than  by  enti^- 
is^  houses  and  ascending  to  the  garrets,  thus  we  see 
Switzerland  to  more  advantage  by  travelling  throu^ 
its  valleys,  than  by  taking  the  trouble  to  ascend  many 
ofitsxoountaina,  whidi,  in  general,  affi>rd  prospect9r 
^ngotaiiy  ccHifined* 


?  TSrfee'bduffe"  ride?,  fey  m  exc^eut  fdsHA  pferfyoely 
letiet,  imd  through  a  luxuriant  cduiftry  heimsiedin'ott 
atMef  side  by  mini^aits  of  rock,  tfle  mbst  stiipeftteus 
we  ^ad  se^,  brouj^  us  to  Glarisv  ^  Its  riarroW  tmafefd ' 
streets^  ife  dimlnutivie  and  ekitSqusftedbdtiseB  vrtthfe^ 
ehtranoel^^  hIeaTy  d^r^,  >and  Wa;lls' '^'^hted  i*  ©eBd^'v 
tfte  silence  atid  quiettiess  ^wtiich  prevaii^^-^el^stli^ 
rounding  heights,  which  seemed  aittK5st  to  weSrhati^ 
die  t6Wft,  iditogether  suggested  to  ifs  the  idea  dT  a 
place  just  dug  out  elf  4he  earth  tke  P<Mpeii'or  9^ 
qulaneig&h.  We  thoiighti  at  Bienhe,  we  wdre  enteS^fig^ 
Switzerfeiid  for  the  first  time,  but  this  i§  mofe  S^^ 
tfeati  sLny  thing  W6  had  yet  seen;  more  dififerent,- ^^i 
least,  frctoi  any  thing  you  see  in  other  countries.  CffiteBfe 
te  Soe&sely  invested  by  mbuntains,  that  the  «uh  ^' 
risible  bift  ibur  h^tirs  of  a  winter's  day;  from' bui* 
r6am  window  at  Che  inn,  it  is  necessary  to  piit  yotfr 
head  quite  out  to  see  something  of  the  sky-  MbA  of 
Ihehouseis  hear  the  date  of  their  construcition ;  {here 
are  but  few  that  are  not  several  huridfed  years  tMJ 
some  as  miinry  as  'five  hundred.-  »  The  walls  6f'  fhfe 
hoiiste  just  bjipoSite  id  lis,  6ne  of  Considerable  Sfei^litkf 
appearance,  and' oddly  ornamented  with  fine  ifdfii 
gratings  to  the  wiiiddws,  evidenlly  of  high  aniiqUfty,' 
are' painted  in  frescb^;  we' figure's  are  gigatitic,  and  r*!- 
preserrt  a  Icriigttt'^  in '  complete  arm'dttr  on  hd**eb«icfev 
eilgsLgedlft  ttiortal  combat  \^{h  a  Turic,  ^hoi^'alsci 
mburitedH  fi"H^^omah^^ppea^^  at  a  windiiw  1c6Mii|;^dt' 
them.     Various  coats  of  arms  also  adbm  this  hbikSer 

9 

the  originftd  owner  of  which  was  probably  a  Crusader. 
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'tlirlwiiliUi.lieeiti  that;  Olatm  iaufit  be  Iidbl6  to  iva- 
Jtoiitiiwtijnl^i  tikiQIgfa  maqr  do,  in-ffact,  M  near  It 
«n8|r.  "AJntaKktlie  tonrn  itself  has  iie?er  been  mdaa- 
jgsligii  /A  vilJagB  in  d^  was  nearly  oy^nvAidbxied 
"^W^^ng^wddwitocwiaQ^  Widiin 

fiiWatt^rioE'tin&M];^  maMifeanar^  of  tbe  town  id  a  h^ap 
«f  tndi^  ^rdgwei^,  Jsalf  a  milein  breadth,  anfd  some 
IliP^lpdleQtUghi  whidi  feu  from  the  Qlamish  during 
^.«Mttiqii»te  ill  1593.  The  place  whmoe  they  f^U^ 
ftimh&ii^^  9wm^&g^^  is  easily 

jiwQWiiifalei  kxdung  lik«  a  mere  dimple  on  the  fiice  dl 
4)Ml;i«aintah[U  web  as  coie  might  coT&r  with  the  endof 
oo&!^.£ligjer ;  yet  ibe  mass  below  would  be  deei&ed, 
MH»r^Ikct&or  London,  a  very  Te&pedisiAe  qioiuitainl 
j^h»  Grlaniutbr  Jiaing  m^  thousand  nine  hundred 
§fi§$^,iKi^^  is  above  tho  level  at  wbioh  snow  melts  in 
tm«o»9  h  jConsequeMly  coi^ied  witka  ^bcier. 

Tliis  pkim  may  boasf .of  having  gi\^n  birth  ^toithe 
%iMmd  g^^ralest.Ubtorian  of  Switzerland  (Tschudi): 
]|e  ^jted  in  :l$7S.  The  two  first  volumes  of  his  Chro- 
Sl^^^^bri^ng  a  period  of  nearly  five  centuries,  ikmi 
^,  IQpO  to  1470,  was  not  printed  till  1734^.  '^e 
9^^l^  eari;yi9gi  oti.  the  history  to  1^&£^  tiz.,  four 
YQ^fPf^  of.t^Xt  9nd  two  of  si^ement,  remains  stilt 
uiqpubUshed  Mr  Ebel  says,  diere  are. five  copied 
existing  in  mantiseiipt.  The  name  of  TsctkUiU  occurs 
vecy  firequently  ^iQong  the  msgistrafes  and  warrior^ 
of  Glaris,  during  a  space  of  nine  centuries*  Few  fa* 
milies  in  Europe  are  so  ancient.  The  historian  him- 
self was  Landamman  of  the  Republic. 


4ii  MdJNV  mnQKL. 

JufyBi^We  took  faom  verj  eaiiy  tlifa  «Mfi^» 
tode  up  to  the  chaotic  heap  of  roA  befacerdcrtribed, 
qod  skirtiog  round :it,  aaedndbd  tha bMeiof>  Afoiwt 
Pka^l  bythe aide  of  afurioos  toneot;  whkh  ludtfld 
4(mafds  us  ivitb  a  smfiaess  ttatia^^ 
tolookat.  TheMofradcsfhsmrtfaeGlaniiiahlia^^ 
filed  vsp  itsimginal  bed,  occaskiDs.  a  sudden  b^ad  m 
its  eoume,  which  was  &ta]  to  mai^  a  Bussiab,  on  4ife 
night  of  the  30th  of  September,  1799,  whm  reiQMtiog 
under  Suwarrow,  after  the  battle  of  the  MouQ|itathsd'>^, 
and  f^xaing  in  crowds  upon  the  sudden  turn  uniiwaMs, 
and  in  total  darkness,  th^  mot  down,  oaeB&m^Mo- 
jjafft,  headbng  into  the  abyss ;  their  cries,  if  ^diey  ut^ 
)jet)^.any,  beuag  het  in  tiie  noise  of  the  stream,  mi 
aftphding  no  .warakig  to  tibose  wbo  fdlowed  dosti  at 
th^rr heels.^  Somepack^horses, loaded  wiii  money, 
fell  down  likewise,  cindpieoes'of  gold  and  silvW'Uaed 
tobepidcedupoccasionaQy  foryears^site^  .  ^  ^ 
.  To  the  left  (^  m  was  the  Glaniishy  riaii^  -'  ato^ 
apd  sheer;"  its  towering  sianunit  termkiated  by^  d 
^barp  edge  of  ice,  brighter  and  oi  a  purer  yuethan 
ev^  the  sky  of  this  fair,  samzner^s  day.^  Tb  Ilie  right 
was  the  Wigg^s,  scarcely  less  high  md  less  ab^^ 
than  the  Glamish.  TTieprecipttausittoeksareprtinted 
out,  along  which  some  ctf^the  adventurous  detachments 
of  pursuing  French  csuae  down  upon  the  Russkns,  m- 
tending  to  nut  off  their  retreat,  instead  of  which 'some 
luQidreds  of  themselves  were  made  priscmers. 

♦*Chap.  zsxxix.,  Vol.  11. 


DEscam.wr  j»  avamuche.  m 

nnMDiwrniiirhiwi  0v«r«MMitlbi»t)i9  Glamnhi,  U  m 

ike^kwdBaaqiwiftdiQnmtho  Wig^bw:  thua,  to  um  a 
AaaUe^bui^TOrj.eiJEMat,  oooiiMttisMi,  we  8M8Im«9  of 
v«Mrrittiiiiigrdaf«»tte  a  btHMe.in  wialwV'lHft 

iJ»iRB9r  dami'itBnralkk    lUsivery  frpnng  a  piofttgioiM 
itgAiiwicte  cttmo  dofvm  tbe  ptiedpitxNiB  md«  cf  die 
'dFiggluvflDBesedlfaapath  ve  a»  now  treediogs  M|d 
Aindfcf  weotup  the  opporite  side  of  the  GUamdi,  that 
.Hb^  UftibB  Afpe  Bi  its  base  sexual  handMd  feel^  hiy- 
'iB§  donn  ^  whole  finest  of  pines  in  its  desoent^  end 
^^Kfbag  up  anolhev  shuilar  forest  iaxits  adorai ;  tmos, 
Wd  ttldthiee^feet  in  diameter,  uproele^ 
xfaHie  gtwmd/baTe  not  beemaUe  to  get'up.agau;  a 
.'^MF  of  the  Hfoimgest  aixl  more  deader: are  makioga 
iiiQfire  suoeessfid  effi)rt«    In*  al^out  two  hoursrwe  roadud 
wim^Bptit,  the  laadiflff-place  of  the  first  ioor  of  the 
mountain,  in  the  middle  of  whidi  was  a  rery  pielty 
%aite  (tf^ater^  the  reservoir  <^  our  stream ;  flowery 
lO^adows,  now  just 'raoin^ngdeWn,  and  pastures  of  the 
-ftfeshest  green,  surrouiid  this  beautdfiil  water.  -  We 
^diq^  we  might  have  rode  round  in  a  few  aainutes, 
stfid  our  smpHse  was  very  great  when  we  fomd  it 
would  require  three  hours  ;  so  easily  is  the  eye  de- 
ceived among  these. gig^tic  forms,  which  reduoe  the 
apparent  dimensions  ai  lesser  objeots.     On  the  south 
side  of  this  lake,  towards  the  base  of  the  mountain,  on 
the  face  qf  a  large  fragment  of  rock,  some  friends  of 
Gessner  have  inscribed  a  few  Geiman  lines  oMnme- 


<df  t]iofl<^irlio  ittftet  wi&^  suxsessiirathiiir  .rei|iGXii^ 

«Ulifi|^,  Mtum  to  and  ^mi  life  iwiiere  itb^^ohw  JUtae 

^6  peopk  of  Aj^pensel  and  St*  OalU  those  of  (jHaAi 

liftTe  BMdiiilcn^ed  their  weiddi  'afidnittdbwsi.i&iiiBg 

t|i^  l48t  BilsLty  or  (bi^y  yeaiB^by  tine  nnbidliAiire^ 

ioaticda asid ffiuslios^  iwd,  Ukethexta^  «re ncvwliegm* 

lag  to  &di  die  8tnaU  avail  of  iJii^r  fictjfetons  cqpul^kKM^ 

laad  di6  emfajHrrMeHnent  ofliiiviilgi]tiorei:Q0Mfht  1^  SmA 

itfaaa  iKBad  to  put;  into  tlmOi    Yet  beggtur^jMPe  mA  m> 

(UfmsimmafhNe  aa  Ud  Appebwl^  or  ev^a  Bi'&\,  GWB;; 

landu  gkoiee  at  the  tmpeotive .  atftti^ixmi  t«bl«s  -^wSA 

si^gesl  due  mtocm^  u  e.^  a;a  excess,  of  JpQpi^tttoiiibce 

,yoiid  the  mctfxis  of  stiFiHEKrtfi^.  .  .    u 

The  Lindi^a  &dott$  fsirewni  trntenes^tbd  vat«0f 

Cttaris,  aod  die  fisarful  bti^ge  ovw  it  was,  ia  QcMMr* 

1799^  the  ac^eof  sereral  obstinate  <xmbat9  \}eimm^ 

.SuiiBnx)w  and  General  Moli^^  who^wiUi  \iifkmf 

fotass,  suoceed^instqpping  the.Ruiiana  atd»eKM(- 

Square  Leagaet.  Souls.  To  4  Square  League. 

♦Claris.     .     .    do    .    .     19,000    .  .      656 

St«QaIl     .     .  100    .     .  130,000    •  «    l»30p 

^      Appensel  »     .     20    r.     .     55/)00    .  .   3,750    . 

The  population  of  France  is  estimated  at  1,100  souls  to  each 

siqimre  lea^e,  but  thtr  proportion  of  productive  land  is  much  greAt^r 
thmtfaan  in  Swictariandi 


t  W^^^W  ^^^^P^^^r* 


m 


takeo  many  wch  in  9«ter  p^QPS^!  w.^Hm^r^NWiy* 

0<fcBti<rtyHfcaiqkiM».y ;  wiittm  «kii(»pti#n»  :<iN»,;i<)w,;Of 
thi9! WiKiOBWfffiUe ;  r»iK)JbiUon8  IhfA  4keimufiN9|».^f;'QHr 


•-(till--- (<•  lit) 


*  ItecateareiWi^  strata  of  the  Wgghis,  paralliel  to 
^idr  ofliferand'neariy  Hbrizohtal,  have  been' Wok^ 
tfircteigli'andciirried  away  k  A  B  C.  The  ^rodfgiouB 
gstp  cannot  well  be'le^sthan  tfiree  tKousahd'feetih 
iiepfli.'  The  saine  stifatd  ccnitihue  at'D  E  P.'bent'Into 
tite  saddle  shape,  without  breaks  any  Where,  Which 
apposes  it  flexibility  totally  diflferent  from  the  present 
hard  state  of  the  rock. 
The  vafley  of  Glaris  has  ever  been  subject  to  eaitb- 

*  General  Molitor,  who  oppoied  Suwariow  so  successfully,  had 
two  days  beiure,  cleared  the  valley  of  Glaris  of  several  corps  of  A  us* 
tiUus,  ftiAfAi  had  come  there  in  concert  with  the  Rnstiaii'GefleraJ, 
and  displayed  on  the  occasion  as  much  iqtirpidity. 


m  RAnnBR#«iMinrL. 

ilM' Mt  along  A  tMtt(m  IfBicX^^ 

Mdi^itireotid  sprihgi^.  As  Imen^ntid  before^tbeHs 
llif^  been  die  himdred  Wid  twenfjr' 6a]1k}uriftfei^-i^ 
<sb#di^mthetw6lastceitttfTieB:  -  '' • 

'    MJ^  4:-'-JUpi>em^wyV^  is  m  mM 

WaHed  town ;  'its  antiquated  and  cmzy  foftlliSlCBtidm 
Kdk  T6ry  well  from  the  outside,  but  die  buikttngs 
otioped  up  within  them,  equally  antiquated,  ar6  ^nbi 
alttce  picturesque.  This  is,  however,  a  prematuie 
old  age ;  as  the  town  was  burnt  to  the  groimd  by  the 
usurper  Roddph  Brun^,  four  hundred  and  sixty-sev^i 
years  ago  only,  the  present  erection  nmst  be  of  a  sid>- 
sequmt  date* 

All  artists  and  lovers  of  the  picturesque  must  ever 
,regi^  high  towers  and  embattled  walb,  and  if;  us  is 
f3Cif9e(tteA,  none  of  the  modem  engineerings  do^  cpc^^ 
.ppd and. half  hid  under  ground,  wbidiyouLiauvt  be 
.upon,  to  see,  and  which  no  picturesque  ^ye  will  .for  a 
qioD^entbmr  to!lQok.at,.can  resist  more  than  a  ^ven 
wp^r  of  days,  wbdl^.jkhe  oldr&sluoi)Led  walls,  im- 
pjpegitabla  i^  Hbmer:'^  t^  two  thou- 

sand years  after  the  siege  of  Troy,  it  seems  a  gri^ 
ppl^  tW  thj^^  shoiQd;  hay^  beentdispaxj^ed  to  sq  little 
purpose. 

Thb  scenery  of  the  lake  of  Zurich  is  wholly  different 
fr(»DL  wbat  we  have.b^n  aopusiomed  to  fpr  some  days 
"*iS<5CCbkp.xU  Vol.  IL    ^^  ' 


«Viiinuai.<  ^  m 

vlpiit,  fniliffnlnfiy'mmn  atid  h^c  of  WiHnmitirtr,  ito 

lte(ii^'»oilMittiaB«i^  the  oiwr 

«dte^'die*la]idftiW>  gwn^  8o  8iiioolb.aiid  iahabiUdt 

4hal»  aftllioiig}i(«»el¥04ir  fifteen  hundxedfaet  in  height, 

il  steoiMl^cnilsragetide'laidL  ^^OmuA^ct^Utm 

«|pfeeiwlifer|Efeitife,  eadlhicld^  iisitMb^hf  mafl 

fWpwMatrt,  Jg^hwe^  tons;  onbiyated  lilc^ -a^geede^ 

webadoM  io  patebw  xrf  all swts  of  (anpe.  -Illie 

^pecq^  V(n»e  busy  ttial^  bay,  hoeing  potato^  ttod 

wtiaej^jand  cairying  in  wooden  Tesfleb  on  «fe«ir  gbaut^ 

d«g  that  liquid  matuiie  already  described,  fohnil^4t 

rvahnfale,  but  most  otBdmive,  ingredieot  in  dteir^nural 

emeomy.    Thefoad  w$b  0:sc^eBt^  bafe|MU38ed»  oddly 

eaoi^h,  noir  end  then^  tfaraogh.  a  house,  and  in  mmd 

ftaoes  wae^:ahadedfby  nun  tmined  ftom  aide  to  aide 

lik^an ai^KMlr^   lAoross the  ^aasy  lake  theiview ex- 

tewsM^to ;  innnmeratite  habitations  ametig  fflcrrea  of 

tfeofi  1^1  it8>  lofty  banks.      B^ng  <nrertalDw  by.  a 

Indent  icetoni  xifilhiittlear  and  lightning/ we  woght 

shelter  inithe  howe  of  one  <i9f  die  inhaibilaqis  of  the 

poorest  dass.'  ^Scythes;  rakds,  and  otter  imfAwienis 

of  agrieuhure^  liung^  round,  the  naked  'waH^of  ^a -large 

roem ;  aloom  stood  near  thoi  winriovr,  on^fAMBL^waa/i 

of  the  woiki^i  had  been  at  work  onu-^a  piece  of  silk; 

biA  in- the  fright  ocpasioned  by  several  loud  daps  of 

thunder,  the  sfaukde  had  been  abandoned,  and  the 

iiffade  faimiy  was  dodkiiig'aboutin  great  p^rturbalien, 

and  bestowed  little  attention  on  the  sudden  appearance 


liD  MOJWfUFVrUlWttUNG. 

4Bdi{tldl^pkatibittH^  fi>r<  it  atfOfgod 

i»ldMMii0e  b]M^6G»:thidR)ai>dit^  dfiYelr  pCiba.  iWilt^ 
W^tiassoqger^i  white  eHtirtgniriMXtpipw  imra  ^gfated 

^^Mtft^  tbft  laqeasll  and  upiis^ain*  .u  Hogarth's  Jra^joC 
bMWty^  The  mode  jofi  tfrn^JUingiaithiaf  comitry  id  juflt 
libit  of  Hoiaoe  iiild^tbeigefidfam«iijcrf)aii^  Jif^bMf 
db^'^ymmby  licfelf^eajoeedbd  fiftote  or  twcdiityimikSi 

Jfti^  &-^Ithas.»inodi(^'dayjta^ 
fewKoiMtes  that  ym  ventured' out  to  bib^ttitifiil  nalk 
f^uriad  nith  limcMiBeiBiiand  aiffiDMitig  ina  i«xtimiijv« 
{Mtos^Mt^nnie  haVe  pasted  a:gO(xl;dindQf:<miitnil^M 
th»)Wn^Qiw  of.out  tpajrtn&entattbeJE^ 
ayMl  heating  of  the  foljie  vta^tes  oC  t^e;  ibiiwiuili  ^fmlttfig 
hgr»  «vaii  iliAd^  ut^  iiril&  the  ndse  ^  a^fiurtHidUng-im^ 
sel^atiea.    There  is  a  bridge  ateo  bdbie  thio  hod^ 
'foil/fifty  or  tdxty  feet  wtde»  eeiVing  as  a  maxket-platQe^ 
mbete  ire  have  an  opportunity  of  aeeiiig  all  das&ea  of 
peopkv  ift  their  vaimua  emidoynteBte  and  dreBse& 
The  beauty  of  the  fidr  s»y  and  tl^  of  dafe  dnUgihl 


bones^dirnd^  aai  «ttiiitite§^tbei  hMa&c  vmdd  nkt 

driSafBTta OGUBOsf  trikgg^^  'tiD&  leadars .«.  gseM' .iriqf^ 
Iffiibiwllie  l^dte  'WeararidM  tinet  tiusaitefliiiiB:  itoM^ 
tteinnlRBaiiday  ;isaciit;i8  ^oqiGii^^  to; jse&tiiein  tortei 
cAiteiii  dteit  £sDati]i^  m^rarried  m  on;  a.  larger  inaia^ 

*'>A  fldbnldliftlD  thetfld&lciVidle  anposnd^ 

Jimolaig1ti&  frtrtthgers  wjthowliom  w^wtdown  atdipc^: 
n^fjAe^iaobift  tsmspde^  an  ]^l»h  rniii|Myr 

of '^a^imi'pemooiK;  travrdlt%rjeft/MiilZe,  wbo,  frwi  ^i> 
cMdUr  cC  tlie  Jsem^  aad- the  stert^^dtalfa^ss  oC41hh 
]Mi*l«i8vwr  jiKJ^ed'tabeMiabobs*'  >Aluh^rmi»  maHi^l 

t^dgaiilly^  Mis.  maimerfty  Jaiid  (^  unooitisioiDus^i 
figssp  of  iftdiade,  >a  good  deiiti»«ft  ivilh  the  inmioviUe) 
glifiioKd  njd  M9wve'i0£Mditeact  i^eigUioui^  :^  im  wwii 
iMUkiy  tiTed  «>f  vfw^^ompKojr^^li^  fulding^doom 
eifQiydc^o&isia^i  roooi  i^i^;  >thz0wsii;open»  iamd  a*  ^i>s 
fk>us  harmony  of  two  darionets,  twafiutes^  two  basH 
dciiol^^  "fioi^  ^  iFsmicSi  hom>«tsiilsk.  "dp  )at  qoee.  The 
O^fhrn^^eM^eedBdepte  isi  the  magic  of  souavls^ 
Al^<sra*'bIl«dtlmg^«^1Eliini4b^^^^  w^e^ 

8ir'M<^th6i)^>^oii^fiV  uJiai!te  atiy  things  bf  the  kind  afiyt 
'4(ti§t«"'id[s^l '  ithmk  mii»ic,0Vfen'when^it  i6B€)t:6i^ 
ifiRlV^  ^^'I^t5^tetei'  auxfls^  1^  mosl  ditm^rs  ;  aH 
Pliaoi;  Eiigete  '^  kuide)  to^  i^d^  uoi  hi^  uy^ctfmy  ^flir^ 
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lie  HMxi'SlieiRidifiiqxA.iviKnB  LaralttvittaHDKVW} 
ttlkjf  ^woaaaAod^  in  tkealiipet^a  few.stepB^RDidtlus  dflm^ 
dMr»:«Aile  ieodtoMiamg  to  Maona  qie  ofllisiintidii^; 
mipdkeatoi. by  admei  wridian. : :.  MBmmm>99mm^'^ 
tkiftveiqrfdfiep  4iiq^iBattQAtli»i.t]s»^  of  aannt/ioi 
hi^Un^  mspeotad  Woiddpiodiutey  osus^.tbeHSliietaMr 
sMnh  to:  be  made  after  tbepwpetrktoriDfiflite  ^deid^'' 
and  would  not  hamspamd  hunifhe  iiadrMitl  disjt 
ooff  Bated ;  but  he  remained  unknown,  exoqpt  to  .lorafter 
hiBMwtfandMs  ftoiiAy,  wtio  forbore  ;infiDraiiiig  agaiiitt> 
him*  The  stone  over  the.  grave  ainqpdiy  beaiB  bii 
nwcM  wilhMt  any  meitfion  of  die  manner  of  his  deatii^r 
ofrervm  a  date;  .  The  rapacky  of  Masaena'Sipf edeoest . 
aaisbB^mgi^Ufeeady  {daced^tberpuUio  itteaniry  oul^^oR 
laiijiBadii  .kA/him  no  opporixinity.o£  taakbingthe. 
&■». of  Jhis 'military  aohieveixients  ak  Zurich  Bsmi 
aa  .well  as  evwy  where  dbie  in  Switzerland^  Hm 
fiimpiainta  we  hejeur  against  the  Fi*aiid&iiai^y  tor 
the  civil  and  military  audiorilies,  more  than  lo  Ihai 
afsUieES^  who,  raised  by  omacripticxi/  were  a  bfilteB 
soft  of  Bwn  .than  ajse  usually  broi^t:  togdber  bytmi*- 
litary  ^istmenta.^ 

The  peqpleof  Swilwrland  yielded  but  a  «bij|»|fiil 
aaqpawflcrnffe  to  a  revobiticm  forced  upon  them  ibya» 
fixnignaraiy,  and  the  oeintf;erri6TQliution  wasthtfet- 
fore  eflMed  with  little  difitodty,  whim  9uoQftpWto*t 
policy  isidined  to  ih^  rratori^tion  of  th^  old  feons.of 
govepun^t  in  Switeerli^.,  ''  Ourpf^awnt^t'  J  h^ar. 
the  Swiss  say,  ''  anJed  like  a  fiock  nf  she^y*  a  rme 
disposition  in  this  age,  but  doaicely  to  be^  regretted 
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hflnpnandoiidg  iimotatib  iffumtam  iof.nMm  tm^ 

htfmmmicfncaBumMi'  ami.  aEddecU'iliat  wluaam' 

eifa&MrtdtjMe.  if':iiis;tkeii^'*  I  observed,  ''theppti^ 
oTiMMlMiAjK^^  ^  Mb/' be  cepliad,  *'imiUu^ 

thiBpnmLrftkouitabecamdam9^!\*  t'B^ 
ttetlomra  before  tsial?";  ''  04/  tmml  Urn  $a  /rt^«iai* 
9ti*on  nc  badine  pas  id^foyexfou.^*  AsrUe  said  Ibis,  mj* 
iiifoiiBaai^»^hei{]iiigfab;bad  inMiia  mast  Intel- 

ligildBJisipi,  dimrth^  edge ^f  bis  Insd  handiacoMi^ 
Ub  mok; ;  in  his  idfiia,  theiSBoridi  judge&caify  gstaiy 
bft^bis  antieqittton'  o£  triidya  pfocf  of  Ibeir:  aibilii^ 
awiaeal ;  a«d  as  thecrindiiaPsoinfessioii  ofihis  gidfe 
i%.ia  tixsir  ofAnkm  of  justice,  or  of  mieroy  eraa^/absch 
bsribly  neGMswairyjtocoiilplete  the  evidence,  tbe  eulpot 
isietjavdated  bjr  the  apjdieatioti  of  a  cofTHdan,  tatpvcH 
nsunw  Us  eMm  ckod^^  . Having. bestow«ft 

at  'this  judieial  proceeding  tfasiinsme ;  of  ftvted^  lOf 
Aondi  friend  undeoeived  me,  by  observing^  thatities 
lurs^Gmefiein  ftmire  (to  twist  or-  distort  the  iimbeX 
a  thing  totally  different  from  their  practice :  tbetoitmp^ 
os^^aek^  he  admitted^wias  iisbd  at  Soleurei'bHtnot  the 
least >atZuridi.  •.:-«.  •     .  »w 

'  Hiis  tomi  very  early  ^joyed.a  high  literasy  xifepn- 
tMkfa,  andinan  a§e'ofpfofeund  darknessh^fiie  tenth 
centttty— was  csdled  liamedi    Hie  tfairteehtb  oentusy 
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gaute  tiiitbitaa  «Bititi«|ii  cipieta^^  '^agariMmm^i^ 

fbe  M^SBiiasiof  tkneitn^ 

q|iorhany1ff>|yI  ;aiic£(f«ly  krf .ttwaL     Slbyeraliflriiiileiit) 

Mmttg/kmoBOk^i  iiliatB . /  aequiiBd  ^fidd&rity  litiiiOBgfaNft 

ibdifa^  cdM^of  ii^^e  6y  ^tibitfmiii&MMij^Jfe 
Mir^i  Qe  >fbrdbably \  l»ai^  in  >  UsD^<»Kli'4)0llilapjry vfiiA 
Ab^ht^BQ  so  friird<iii6\«li;objedi^  i^^bt  inmttdKtti 

qaJDom^rtsintJliBer  soieiieei^  mid  sefwoml  e^BinesBtiQiil 
^ute^  A^mukMktid^  cfpiifalieieBtftbUaluiiealB  teaitify  tiiri 
l|ttil3fltBit]r  aiid  pi]d^Q  jpjmt  io£  its.  dtii!^    vvMjg 

tbftiia(i|^othfr;(Id05);;  ^  gM/^scdicM^ 

tadoDfldleiv  ilorfllie  deaf  and  diiwb ;  ^mHjA^^f^mm 
wiboggMai  iA;  tlM(Qantoii»  jihlun^  hs  imry  npmrifoiift 

n^^uotures^  amcRuils  .ta  eig^en  .tmttdxad.  soida  onsok 
9qaai6..l0agueL'      -  ...  iiiii^ 

Tbaoeiisihefe  jadieliglrtfiil  pnblie.irHik^  boi  Uia'psb 
vate  garden  of  which  we  had  a  glimpseu^ighty  fiainml 
in  ^miiie^  recalls  to  wofi  /wlisdt  Miidaioe  deiflm^l 
said  of  GenaafBL  conmsaitiexa,  >tbat  tfaej  afteodotea  0f 
^imurbofiLouiSi  XUf.  are«iftitttte3JQew».4iftheidii9r« 


ROAD  OVER  THK  ALBIS.  IM 

TM  Ooirf  tfer  Jkrdhig,  rn  Switzerland,  is  likewito  Ml 
a  iMindred  jekn  foebhtdhand. 

Jmfy  6;-^Zurich  to  Zug,  five  lea^e«,  in  seven 
kburs ;  then  by  tiibUJ^e  of  Zug  to  Arlh,  three  leagues; 
to  two  hours  and  a  half.  Our  road  lay  flr«t  over  the 
Mms,  ft  rich,  although  mountainous,  dkd;riet,  bffijvding 
vwy  beatitifol  views,  with  old  castles  in  commandihg' 
Situatiom.  These  stronghokts  of  Austrian  bailiffB,' 
now,  in  ruins,  still  occasionally  shelter  some  forlorn 
kiiiabitant  i  to  a  tyrant  of  the  fourteenth  century  suc- 
ceeds a  weaver  of  the  nineteenth !  I  entered  into  am* 
versation  with  our  landlady  at  Zug,  respecting  the 
faite  wars.  This,  the  smallest  of  the  cantons,  contain- 
ing oviy  twehre  thousand  five  hundred  souls,  had,  for 
rioariy  three  years,  eleven  thousand  men  quartered 
upcnir  it.  The  good  woman  gave  us  a  lamentalde  ac- 
cxmnt  of  the  want(»i  destruction  of  iall  h^  crockery- 
itf^re,  yet  widiout  showing  resentment,  and  mentioned, 
eten  with  expressions  of  great  regret,  the  fate  of  an 
dfficer  kiU^  at  Underwaiden,  who  had  been  some 
fiEie  an  inmate  of  her  family,  and  to  wbc»n  they  had 
become  Attached.  The  Swiss  in  general  speak  of 
tibose  times  with  surprising  tmnper,  much  as  of  an 
earthquake,  or  the  fall  of  a  mountain  ;  a  severe  dis^* 
pensation  of  Providence,  in  which  man  was  only  a 
secondary' agent. 

Tbe  boat  which  conrveyed  us  and  our  carriage  from 
Zug  to  Art,  cost  ten  shillings  sterling :  it  was  navi^ 
gated  en  familk,  by  two  men,  a  woman,  a  girl,  and  a 
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boy.  The  women  had  their  plaited  hair  fattened  to 
the  top  of  the  head  by  the  large  gilt  broadi  of  an** 
tiquity ;  no  hat,  very  short  petticoats,  atid  neat  dices 
and  stocking^ ;  redetdys  lac6d  with  blaok,  azid  tucked- 
iqp  ^hift-skeves^ 

The  little  town  of  Zug  boasts  its  r^oiote  antiquity, 
being  aae  of  the  twelve  destroyed  by  the  Helvetikns*'^^ 
when  they  attimpted  to  enflgrate  into  the  Romaii  pro^- 
Tincesi  in  Caesar's  time,  and  rebuilt,  of  course^  onllieir 
return.  Strabo  nmked  some  nieation  of  it ;  atid  the 
antiquarian  Bochat  says,  that  its  name  mean^,  in  th^ 
Celtic  language,  Near  deep  toaters,  '        ■-' 

The  winter  of  1485  was  so  excesadVely  cold,  thsit 
tiie  whole  course  of  the  lUiine  froze  to  the  se^  and 
not  <xdy  the  lake  of  Zurich  was  crossed  on  hdrsdbndt 
wd  in  carriages,  but  the  lake  ci  Constance  likewise^ 
although  the  largest  and  deepest  of  smy.  It  is  on  re- 
cord, that  the  magistrates  forbad  the  killing  the  wild 
birdB>  which  came  into  the  town  for  shelter.  Early 
in  the  spring,  when  the  lake  of  Zug  began  to  thaw, 
profound  rmts  under  that  part  of  the  town  nearest  to 
&e  water  alarmed  the  inhabitants,  many  of  whom  fled. 
On  the  4th  of  Mardi,  at  night,  two  streets  and  a  pait 
of  the  walls  of  thie  town  suddenly  slid  into  the  lake, 
carrying  with  iima  sixty  perscms,  and  among  others 
the  first  magistrate  of  the  canton ;  his  infant  son,  who 
was  found  floating  in  his  cradle,  lived  to  a  very  ad- 
vanced age,  and  succeeded  to  the  dignity  of  his  father. 

*  Chap.  i.  Vol.  XL 
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One  hundred  and  fifty  yeais  after  dnB.catavtvopbe^^ 
Mma  few  houses  again  swk ;  but  although  this  lake» 
the  deepest  in  Switzerland  after  that  of  ConstanM^  be 
twohuixlred  fathoms  in  many  {daoes,  near  Zug.  it  ii 
not  now  morethan  twenty  orthirty&thooM*  Mountaioft 
of  no  great  elevation  racompass  the  lake  oi  Zug;  but 
towards  the  south»  Mount  Righi  stands  an  insulated 
Colossus ;  its  bold  and  dark  outline  oj^posed,  to  tl|e 
i^gue  and  bluish  distteioe. 

Hie  first  sight  of  Art,  when  we  landed^  rene]^e4 
tfaa  impression  we  had  experienced  at  Bienne  and  al 
OlariS)  when  we  aemed  again  to  enter  SwiitserlaUd 
for  the  first  time;  so  new  and  foreign  did  every  thing 
i^pear^fHhe  peq^e»  their  dress>  their  houses,  jtb^ix 
maimers. 

Jntfy  8. — Early  yesterday  morning  we  set  off  for 
die  Righi,  ^vHndi  separates  die  lake  of  Z^g  £rcm  the 
lake  of  Lueeme,  and  forms  a  sort  of  tower  of  observe 
ti(A,  affi>rding  the  most  extensive  view  of  any  in  Swilt 
zerland.  In  half  an  hour  we  reaitdied  the  chaos  of  ruina 
formed  by  the  M  of  the  Rossberg.  Eleven  yearft 
ago,  five  or  six  villages,  containing  altogether  004 
temdred  and  eleven  houses,  were  suddenly  buried, 
with  four  hundred  and  fifty-^even  of  th^  inhajintant^ ; 
OQoly  seventeen  were  dug  out  alive :  we  spoke  to  sk 
man  who  assisted  in  rescuing  th^n.  The  Rossbeig^ 
tfafi  caiise.of  this  disaster,  rose  on  our  left  hand  towards 
the  north-east,  to  the  height  of  three  thousand  six 
hundred  jperpendicular  feet  above  Zwg ;  the  Righi,  ^ 
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(mi(  rights  towahfe  the  sooth^egt,  to  four  liu^aiid  five 
bundred  feet :  these  two  mountams  are  herecalied,  one 
Sotmenberg,  iHe  other  8ehaitmberg,(ihe  surmy  maim- 
fttm  and  shady  mountain,)  from  their  respective  situat 
ti^s  in  regard  to  Zag.  Leaving'  £>r  the  pr^ent  this 
^solate^  tract,  we  began  to  asc^id  the  Bighi,  on  ho^se^ 
baefc  forneariy  two  hoarse  then  on  foot  for  two  hours 
more,  to  a  /convent  <rf  Capuchins,  whither  pilgrim* 
resort ;  we  met  several  upon  their  return,  singii^  aloud 
in  Gemmn.  After  taking  some  refreshment  (goat^s-milk 
Wiey  and  new  cheese),  we  climbed,  for  an  hour  and 
a^hatf  more,  to  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  a  narrow 
pUitform  of  smooth  turf,  called  the  A^Ai^Cotiim^  where 
'%  house  has  lately  been  erected  for  the  ajccoomiodatiQii 
of  tourists,  who  spend  the  night  there,  in  order  to  see 
ibe  sun  rise  and  set  over  ail  Switzerland,  -and  fdk>w 
tteeii^  own  shadows,  projected  to  a  distance  of  fiftjf 
isSles.  l^is  is  an  out-post  of  the  great  body  of  the 
Alps;  their  inner  chain,  bright  with  eternal  snows^ 
stretches  irregularly,  but  with  scarce  any  interruptions 
ttooi  the  Glamish,  due  east,  behind  Schwitcs  to;  die 
Bernese  Oberland  in  the  south-west. 

The  outer  chain  of  the  Alps,  separating  Italy: fmm 
Switzerland,  hig&er  and  more  frozen  still,  is  almost 
^tttirely  hidden  by  the  inner  chain.  The  group  of 
Oberland  Glaciers  and  the  Finster  Aadiom,  althoi:^h 
not  so  high  by  one  thousand  eight  hundred  feet,  int^- 
ciepting  the  view  of  Monte  Rosa  and  the  Blumlis  Alp, 
eleven  thousand  three  bundred  and  seViMty  feet,  \M- 
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11^  Mont  ffianciitself,  which  is  fourteen  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eighty  feet,  but  at  double  the  distance.    ^ 

The  nofthem  horizon,  from  east  to  west,  bounded 
only  by  the  rounding  o  the  earth,  compr^iends  neariy 
all  the  area  circumscribed  by  the  Rhine,  from  the 
Lake  (^Constance  to  B&le,  and  by  the  chain  of tU^ 
Jura  from  Bftle  to  Neuchdtel,  that  is  three-fourths  of 
Bi|rit2erland,  with  fourteen  of  its  lakes.  It  is  a  quar* 
ter  of  an  hour  before  sun-rise,  and  when  the  vapours 
of  the  nigfat  have  not  yet  begun  to  rise  and  alter  the 
purity  of  Ibe  atmosphere,  that  the  details  of  this  great 
geographical  map  are  most  discernible. 

Tliere  is  a  crevice  on  the  level  top  of  the  Righi, 
down  whkh  if  you  throw  a  stone,  and  then  lie  flat, 
wkh  your  head  over  the  perpendicular  side  of  the 
mountain,  ybu  see  the  stone  come  out  of  an  opening 
isthousand  feet  below,  gknce  over  the  snow,  whidi  in 
^s  northern  aspect  id  still  unmelted  in  July,  and  tdc- 
in^  a  second  leap,  never  stops  tiU  it  readies  the  lake, 
four  thx^sand  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  perpendi- 
cular feet  below. 

Who  could  suppose dhat  armies  should  have  thought 
it  worth  wMle  ta  contend  for  the  possession  of  this  in- 
syteted  pillar  of  a  former  World  ? — yet  so  it  was.  The 
French  ^isoended  ibBt  part  of  the  Righi  on  which  wer 
weie,  while  the  Aust^ians  climbed  another  summit, 
separated  from  it  by  the  deep  ravine  in  which  the  Ca- 
puchins* content  is  situated,  firing  at  each  other,  for  a 
day  or  twa  very  harmlessly,  as  there  could  not  be 
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1089  than  tw^lre  iyc  fifteen  hundred  yardl  between 

A  psoioranaic  view  of  three  hundred  miles  in  6ir- 
cwnferenoe,  at  least,  displayed  itsdtf  before  the  aflto- 
nighed  spectator,  by  just  turning  round  on  the  sutnAii 
itf  the  Rigfai :  this  %paoe  indudes  a  greater  nnmbeT  of 
mecnorable  fields  c^  batde  than  probably  the  same 
spaoe  in  any  oth«  part  of  the  wof  Id ;  it  was  ravaged 
by  incessant  wars  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  cea* 
tunes,  and  after  a  peace  of  three  hundred  years  became 
again,  and  all  at  once,  the  seat  of  the  most  active  war- 
fere  between  all  the  bdligerent  powers  of  Europe. 

TBie  French  entered  first  in  March,  1798,  the  Aus- 
triiuis  in  May,  1799,  the  Eussians  soon  aft»,  and« 
finally,  the  Prussians.  Our  guide,  an  dd  sddier,  hav« 
ing,  of  course,  no  objection  to  fight  his  battles  avtx 
ag^,  gave  us  a  long  talk  about  former  and  recent 
wass,  to  which  we  heteaed  with  gleat  interest.  I  wrote 
it  down  immediately  after,  nearly  in  his  own  wordni 
'^  You  see  this  lake  immediately  under  us,"  he  said, 
throwing  a  stone  which  went  bounding  doim,  I  know 
not  where,  possibly  to  the  very  Lake  of  JSug ;  '*  in 
ancient  time^  there  was  a  wall  across  the  defile,  be^ 
tween  the  Is^e  and  the  mountain*  and  the  isaine  on  Ibe 
other  side  of  the  lake  to  the  Mossberg;  our  C^oiton 
was^  .thus  sai^  undw  took  and  key,  it  is  now  no  longi^ 
so;  there  it  was  that  the  French  jandeavomi^d  to  pe*- 
netrate  on  the  2d  of  May,  179$,  h\A  our  marksmen, 
staticHsed  among  the  rqd^s  aad  preoifHees  on  their 
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fl»ik8»  took  aim  m  at  a  herd  of  diamois ;  ererjr  shot 
told,  and  most  ctf  tiieir  officers  being  killed  or  wounded^ 
they  were  obliged  to  retire.  Another  attack  waa  made 
at  the  same  time  on  Morgart^i,  near  the.  lake  whidi 
joa  see  in  front  of  us,  partly  hidden  by  the  ]^ossbwg; 
it  yms  there  also  we  fought,  a  great  while  ago(l315X 
our  first  great  battle  against  Austria,  in  whidi  one 
tbwsand  three  hundred  of  our  people,  commanded  by 
Rodolf^  Reding,  defeated  twenty  thousand  enemies  * . 
It  was  a  Reding  also  who  commanded  us  in  1798 ; 
during  four  successive  days  the  en^ny  hiui  been  re* 
pulsed  every  where,  even  at  the  poiirt  of  the  bayonet ; 
they  had  buried  three  thousand  of  their  men,  and  we 
not  five  hundred ;  but  a  few  more  such  victories,  and 
we  were  annifaflaled,  having  only  four  thousand  melk 
aUe  tp  bear  arms.  Several  positicHiB  vrete  occupied 
by  our  women  only,  who  made  fasdnes,  and  dragged 
eannm,  night  and  day,  over  the  mountains.  At  last 
we  fbimd  it  necessary  to  listen  to  the  terms  hiAd  out^ 
smd  to  Jubmat,  for  the  pres^at,  to  the  new  government 
imposed  on  us,  rather  than  come  to  such  extrensties 
as  Ibose  poor  people  on  the  other  side,  -  tummg  tound 
and  pointing  beyond  the  lake  of  Lucerne.  ''  You  see,'* 
he  continued,  ^  &tant2,  in  that  green  valley  at  the 
foot  of  Mount  Pilatus,  the  highest  snowy  mountain 
soiitb-wesi  <^,us  ;  the  spire  of  the  ckvaxk  is  just  now 
glittering  in  the  sun ;  there  is  a  fine  daik  wood  be- 
hind, and  the  valley,  smooth  as  velvet,  winds  up  b^- 

•  Chap.  X.  Vol  IT. 
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|iireeQt]^nKamtaiii8  as  far  as  SaraeBsea ;  l^tbeaiir 
tiful  tittle  lake,  as. blue  as  the  skies,  so  sfaady  and  gw&n 
aUroufiKl/'  I  saw  the  speck,  and  oouki vkA  beUeva it 
y/m  ^  lake ;  yet  he  assured  us  it  was  two  hours  loi^  and 
jiesM^  one  hour  wide.  ''  These  high  mountaius  on  the 
)eft,  whose  snows  look  like  white  wreaths  thrown  over 
their,  dark  blue  sides  from  one  summit  to  another,  are 
the  Swrren*  Alps,  which  surround  the  Underwald 
wit^  an  almost  inaccessible  rampart.  They  fonn  a 
strikifig  contrast  with  the  comparatively  gentle  and 
anooth  irregularities  which  diversify  the  intermediate 
Iqindscape.  In  a  glen  of  the  Melchtfaal,  three  leagues 
b^iind  Stantz,  the  lowly  cell  is  still  shown  whete 
Nicholas  de  Flue,  the  pacificator  and  legislator  of  his 
ooimtry,  lived  a  hermit  in  the  fifteenth  century  f. 

"  Twenty  years  ag6,  the  innocent,  harmless  people 
of  Underwald,  rich  and  h^py  in  their  obscurity,  were 
all  at  once  invaded  by  a  foreign  army,  i(x  the  avow^ 
purpose  of  imposing  on  them  that  new  governmeiA 
to  which  w;e  had  submitted  four  months  before.  The 
Frendi  first  endeavoured  to  starve  them  iiito  complir 
aw^.bycwtting.off  their  supplies,  but  this  mode >^aa 

*  la  1786,  a  bol^  adventurer,  with  ten  guklo6,  scaled  the  Titlis, 
one  of  the  highest  summits  of  the  chaif^  of  the  tSurren  Alps,  where  he 
^und  the  ice  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet  thick,  and  from  whence 
h&  teuld  see  th6  second  line  of  the  Alps,  on  the  confines  of  Italy, 
scarcely  a,£pw  summits  of  which  are  visile  from  the  {lighi.  Towards 
the  north,  his  view  extended  over  all  Switzerland,  into  Germany^  and 
fdlowed  the  course  of  the  Rhine  beyond  Strasburg. 

■\  Chap.  ^xiii.  Vol.  li. 
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too  skMr  for  their  iiapatienoe.  On  the  Sd  of  S^jiteni- 
'h&ty  1798,  Oeoenl  Sdiawenb^,  their  commander, 
^ected  a  general  attack  to  be  made,  by  means  of 
boats^  from  liucerne,  as  well  as  by  the  Oberland. 
Repulsed  with  great  spirit  by  the  inhabitants,  only 
two  thousand  strong,  the  aOaxk  was  renewed  every 
day  from  the  3d  to  the  9th  of  September.  On  this 
dasi  day,  towards  two  in  the  afternoon,  new  r^nfoj<;e- 
mcDts  having  penetrated  by  the  land  side  with  fieldf- 
pieoes,  the  invaders  forced  their  way  into  the  very 
heart  of  the  country.  In  their  despair  the  people 
jriished  on  them  with  very  inferior  arms ;  whole  fami^ 
lies  perished  together ;  no  quarter  was  given  on  either 
«ide.  Eighteen  young  w(»aien  were  found  among  the 
dead,  side  by  side,  with  their  fatibers  and  brothers, 
near  the  diapel  of  Winkelreid.  Sixty-three  persons, 
who  had  taken  shelter  in  the  church  of  Stantz,  were 
slaught^fted  there,  with  the  priest  at  the  ahar.  Every 
house  in  the  open  country,  in  all  six  hundred,  was 
burnt  dovm ;  Stantz  itself  exceed,  which  was  saved 
by  the  humanity^  of  a  Chef  de^  Brigade.  The  inhabit- 
tdnts  who  survived  this  day,  wandering  in  the  moun« 
tains  without  the  means  of  subsistence,  would  have 
died  during  the  ensuing  winter  j  if  they  had  not  re^ 
ceived  tiinely  assistance  from  the  other  Cantons,  from 
Oerxnany  and  E^land,  and  from  the  French  army 
itself,  aft»  its  first  fury  was  abated.  The  enemy 
knew  very  well,  that  if  the  attack  of  th^  9th  of  Sep- 
tember had  not  succeeded,  t^e  people  of  Zug  were 


^mAp  WMh  tbe  iviKitd  country » fcoiiite  again ;  md  they 
piWi«^N(d  m  for  the  intentim,  by  tbe  oooiipation  of  cm 
tQWA  of  Aftf,  whefe  tbey  remauiod  to  the  end  of  the 
ypar.  On^th^  10th  of  October,  we  wwe  called  upoa 
t<>  4e)iy^r  up  the  warlike  trophies  of  framer  times, 
pr«Mrved  in  many  priyate  families^  ahhough  won  by 
tm  ancestors,  in  the  defence  of  liberty » against  those 
yery  Austnans  with  whom  the  French  were  at  war! 
Our  expostulatims  and  prayiars  were  aU  in  yain: 
s wprds  and  banners,  halb^s  and  shields,  were  Ihrown 
into  a  fire«  lighted  for  the  purpose,  on  the  publk  square 
of  Art,  and  the  iron  which  r^nained  was  sunk  in  the 
lake.  The  day  after  this  wanton  insult,  another  was 
added,  by  the  er^ion  of  a  pole  and  cap  of  liberty  on 
the  still  w^uon  ashes.  An  ins  rrection,  which  bioke 
out  in  April  following,  senred  only  to  render  oursitii&* 
tion  worse. 

/'  See  there,"  the  guide  contimied,  pointing  eaat^ 
''  these  two  spiral  heights,  each  a  naked  insulated 
tock,  with  white  clouds  gathering  on  one  side,  like  a 
fejotastic  crest  c^  feathers;  they  are  Klmc  Mfftie.s&i 
QroQse  MyiM^  so  caUed,  because  frc»i  a  certain  pmit 
tion  they  hgtve  together  the  form  cf  a  huge  mitre  over 
the  head  of  Sehwit2i  whidi  you  see  below  with  the 
lake  of  Liowertz  before  it,  More  to  the  right,  obserye 
a  narrow  gorge  between  high  mountains,  with  a  tor- 
rent issuing  out  of  it;  that  is  the  prance  of  the 
MouottathaJL  or  Valley  of  the  Mouotta,  wha:^  Suwar- 
row^  with  an  army  of  twenty ^five  thousand  Bu^^aas, 
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ccMbii^firDm  Italy  by  tbe  St.  Ootliaxd»  appeared  the 
39lfa  S^ptMiben  1799,  on  his  way  to  Maasena'B  po 
ntibn  on  tl^  Albis,  intending  to  surprise  that  Oenend, 
wjbo,  1^  knew,  had  been  thwe  a  IcHig  while  watching 
nntitStmr  Russian  aimy,  under  Korsakow,  in  possession 
oi  2Sarich»  But  Massena,  wdl  apprized  of  his  ap- 
fmaddf  had  already  attad^ed  and  defeated  the  other 
Russian  army,  and  detadhed  the  divisions  of  Soult 
aad  Mortier  to  meet  Suwarrow  on  his  way.  lliey 
aiet  at  the  entrance  of  the  MwxdtaUud^^  and  a  de^tpe* 
rate  migagem^it  ensued.  Many  French  and  Russian 
sdldiers  fell  together  into  the  Mouotta  from  the  bridge, 
which  a  piojecting  point  hides  from  our  sight.  Hiis 
bridge  was  taken  and  re^taken  many  times  ;  the  min** 
^bd  blood  of  the  two  nations  crimsoned  the  stream^ 
whidi  carried  down  their  floating  bodies.  All  the* 
^Snrts  of  the  Russians,  during  two  successive  days,  to 
focoe  the  passage^  proved  unavailing,  nor  could  their 
success  have  answered  any  purpose,  after  the  defeat 
at  Zurich.  A  retreat  became  unavoidable,  ai|d  Su* 
warrow  effected  it  by  Glaris,  instead  of  by  Altorff, 
wfamoQ  he  had  come.  No  traveller,  probably,  had 
ever  before  passed  the  KjentEigkoulm  from  Altorff  to 
flie  Moaottathdf  ;  the  very  shepheids  take  off  their 
shoes,  and  hold  by  their  hands,  where  armies  marched 

*  The  Graod  Duke  Constantine  served  with  Suwarrow 
f  Some  of  the  summits  which  belong  to  the  Kientzigkoulm  are 
visible  from  the  Righi,  but  not  easily  distinguished  among  the  laby- 
rinth of  mountains. 
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and  fought  during  that  memorable  campaign*  Tim 
precipices  were  strewn  with  bodies  of  fallen  soldier^; 
not  a  mossy  rock  beside  a  running  spring  that  hid 
not  been  chosen  by  some  of  them  to  lay  down  Mb 
head  upcxi  and  die ;  and  when,  in  the  eiisuihg  S]]iriflg^ 
the  melting  of  the  snows  left  the  corpses  uncovered;  tbd 
ravenous  birds  of  prey  becantie  so  dainty,  that  they 
fed  their  young  only  with  the  eyes !" 

The  diflBteuldes  Suwarrowhad  to  encounter  in  crbssh 
ing  Mount  Praggel  and  the  Klanthal,  were  scarcely 
leas,  yet  they  were  occasioned  by  the  opposition  hfc 
met  from  the  en^iny,  rather  than  natural  difficultie& 
He  did  not  then  intend  to  repass  the  Alps  into  Italy, 
but  expected  from  Glaris  to  reach  Zurich,  by  therighl 
side  of  the  lake^  in  time  to  rally  and  bring  back  tte 
-d^featied  forces  of  Kbrsakow,  to  whom  he  wrote,  "  I 
charge  you,  on  your  head,  not  to  fall  back  one  st^ 
farther;  I  am  cobding  to  retrieve  your  blundefSwf 
But  he  too  was  compelled  by  General  Molitor  to  fafi 
back  as  well  as  Korsakow.  1:. 

The  field  of  battle  of  Cappd*,  where  Zuingliuslost 
hip  life  in  the  civil  wars  of  the  sixteenth  century,  was 
pointed  out  to  us  in  the  perpendicular  line  above  Zag; 
higher  again,  in  perspective,  is  the  toiEvu  of  Zuridi,  and 
the  Albis,  where  Massenawas  encamped;  more  to  the 
left  is  Sempach,  of  glorious  memory  f ,  just  above  the 
lake  of  the  same  name,  seen  entire  at  the  distance  of 
twenty  miles  in  a  straight  line.     It  would  be  irkscain^ 

*  Chap,  xxviii.  Vol.  IL         t  Chap.  xv.  Vol.  II. 
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tD  awiDerate  alLthe  memc^able  spots  seen  from  this 
tipmmandn^  station.  The  mountain  of  the  Rossberg, 
over  the  wrecks  of  which  we  had  passed  in  the  morn- 
ing, was  now  rather  below  our  level ;  a  long  track  of 
riiins,  like  a  scarf,  hung  from  its  shoulder  in  hideous 
barramess,  oyer  the  ridi  dress  of  shaggy  woods  and 
green  pastures,  and  grew  wider  and  wider  down  to  the 
lake  of  Lowertz  and  to  the  Righi,  a  distance  of  four  or 
five  miles.  Its  greatest  breadth  may  be  three  miles, 
aad  the  triangular  area  of  ruins  is  fully  equal  to  that 
of  Paris,  tah^i  at  the  external  boulevards,  or  about 
double  the  real  «:teiA  of  the  inhabited  city.  I  notice, 
however,  thai  the  portion  of  the  strata  at  the  top  of  the 
Rossberg,  which  slid  down  into  the  valley,  is  certainly 
less  than  the  chaotic  accumulation  below;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  a  considerable  part  of  it  comes  from  the  * 
soil  of  the  valley  itself,  ploughed  up  and  thrown  into 
ridges  like  the  waves  of  the  sea,  and  hurled  to  prodi- 
gious distances  by  the  impulse  of  the  descending  mass, 
{dunging  upon  it  with  a  force  not  very  inferior  to  that 
of  a  cannon-ball^. 

*  The  velocity  of  a  ball  at  the  cannon's  mouth  (nearly  equal  to  the 
diurnal  motion  of  the  earth  round  its  axis,  at  the  equator,)  is  estimated 
at  1600  or  1700  feet  in  a  second  of  time;  but  at  the  distance  at  which 
the  falling  rocks  struck  the  surface  of  the  valley,  the  velocity  would 
be  much  diminished. 

The  velocity  of  the  descending  strata  of  rocks  on  an  inclined  plane, 
smpposingthe  perpendicular  height  of  the  mountain  to  be  3600  feet, 
vottld  h«ve  JbeeQrequaL  tp  4£4  feet  in  the  last  second  of  time,  that  is, 
the  fifteenth  second  from  the  beginning  of  its  descent,  less  the  friction, 
which  cannot  well  be  estimated,  and  was  much  less  for  the  upper  than 
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Varioua  paths^  communicating  from  ond  vilbig^f  oi 
bom  one  oottage>  to  another,  not  wholly  oUiteratttd^ 
end  abruptly  on  the  brink  of  the  iM*eoipice,  whence  the 
living  may,  as  it  were,  look  down  on  the  dead  and 
learn  their  fate.  The  mountain  is  o(»nposed  of  paral- 
lel strata  of  pudding-stone  (nagel  flue),  dipping  scHrtii^ 
east  d.t  an  angle  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  degrees^  add 
separated  by  thin  beds  of  an  argillaceous  earth,  liable, 
by  the  ajocidental  introduction  of  water,  to  become  n 
viscous  mud,  over  which  the  superincumbent  strata  of 
rock  must  have  slid,  just  as  a  dbip  in  the  act  of  launch^ 
ing  slides  on  her  ways :  it  was  properly  an  avalanche 
c^  rocks;  There  are  abundant  proofs  of  other  and  si^ 
milar  ones  having  taken  place,  at  remote  periodic,  osi 
tl»  same  spot ;  and  it  is  mudi  to  be  feared  that  more 
may  happen,  not  near  Art,  (where  all  that  was  to  fall 
seems  to  have  fallen  long  ago,)  but  towards  the  lake 
of  Lowertz ;  yet,  as  the  symptoms  which  preceded  the 
last  catastrophe  are  well  known,  the  inhabitants  have 
at  least  the  certainty  of  saving  their  lives,  if  not  their 
property. 

I  shall  here  give  some  of  the  most  authentic  and  in- 
teresting circumstances  of  the  M  of  the  Rossbeig, 
taken  from  the  narrative  published  at  the  tune  by 
Dr.  Zay,  of  Art,  an  eye-witness. 

The  summer  of  1806  had  been  very  rainy,  and  on 

the  lower  sirata  in  motion^  We  nay  fairly  suppose  that  the  upper 
strata  of  the  falling  rocks  struck  the  soil  of  the  valley  in  about  half  a 
minate  after  they  began  to  falL 
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tbe  Island  9d  of  September  it  rained  ineeesantly. 
Jhm  crevices  were  observed  in  the  flank  of  the  moon* 
tfttn,  A  sort  of  cracking  noise  was  heard  internally, 
stones  started  out  of  the  ground,  detached  fragments 
of  Tocks  rolled  down  the  mountain ;  at  two  o'clock  iit 
the  afternoon  on  the  9d  of  September,  a  large  rock 
became  loose»  and  in  falling  raised  a  doud  tii  black 
dost.  Toward'  the  lower  part  of  the  mountain,  the 
ground  seecnedpressed  down  from  above ;  and  when 
a  stick  or  a  spade  was  driven  in,  it  moved  of  itself. 
A  masi,  who  had  been  digging  in  his  garden,  ran  away 
from  fright  aft  these  extraordinary  appearances ;  so(Mi 
a  fissure,  larger  than  all  the  others^  was  observed ;  in^ 
sensibly  it  increased;  springs  ct  water  ceased  afl  aft 
once  to  flow,  the  pine-trees  c^  the  forest  abscdutdy 
reeled ;  birds  flew  away  scresuning.  A  few  minutes 
brfore  five  o'clock,  the  symptc«n8  of  scone  mighty  ca- 
tastrc^he  became  still  stronger ;  the  whole  sur&ce  of 
tbe  mountain  seemed  to  glide  down,  but  so  slowly,  as 
toafifordtimetothe  inhabitants  to  go  away.  An  okl 
man,  who  had  often  predicted  some  such  disaster^  was 
quietly  smcddng  his  pipe,  when  tdd  by  a  young  man, 
running  by,  that  the  mountain  was  in  the  act  of  fall- 
ing ;  he  rose  and  looked  out»  but  came  into  his  house 
again,  saying  he  had  time  to  fill  another  pipe.  The 
young  man,  continuing  to  fly,  was  thrown  down  several 
times,  and  escaped  with  difficulty ;  lodging  back,  he 
saw  the  house  carried  off  all  at  once. 
Anoth^  inhabitant,  being  alanned,  ixxk  two  of  his 


<^il$lm»?«)d  tan  away  with  tirnn,  callkig  to  his  wife 
teiffelfew  with  tiiie  third;  but  she  weot  m  fca*  anollmr; 
Y^  still  remakied  (M^aime,  aged  fiye) ;  just  ttoa 
Frwcisca«  Ulrich,  their  searvaat,  wd3  <33Qs^ing  ihe,room, 
with  this  MariaQQe,  whom  she  held  by  the  hand^  and 
saw  her  zmstress;  ait  that  instaot,  as  FraDciscafafteo- 
wa^s  said,  ''  the  house  appeared  to  betcmi  frcm  its 
foiuidation  (it  was  of  wood),  and  spun  rouBdand  roimd 
1^  a  tdx;rt;um ;,  I  was  sometimes  on  xny  head,  scsne- 
tlaateSi  on  my  feet,  in  total  daikneesi,  and/  violently  se- 
pfuwtedfrpm  the  diUd^-^-whenithe  moticm  st(D|>ped, 
d3e  fomid  hersd£  jammed  in  on  aU  sides»  wiidi  h&c 
l^^  downwards,  much  bruised,  and  in  extre^i^  pain. 
^0  supposed  she  wa$  buried  alive  at  agrf^l  depths; 
yfUk  much  difficulty  she  dis^i^^ed  her  right  hmA, 
and  wiped  the  blood  .from  her  eyes.  Pr^$^itl^  she 
h^ard  the  fsont  moans  of  Marianne,  :and  called  to  her 
by  her  naqie;  the  child  answered  thai  she  was  on  hor 
bade  ^inong  stones  ^d  bushes,  which  held  her  &0t, 
bi^t  thU  her  hands  were  fre^,  and  that  she  saw  the 
light,  axMl  even  something  green ;  she  asked  whetiher 
people  would  not  soon  com^  to  take  them  out :  jPran- 
cisca  answered  that  k  Was  the  day  of  judgmeEit,  and 
that  BO  one  was  left  to  help  them,  but  that  they  would 
be.  released  by  death,  and  be  happy  in  heaven :  they 
prayed  tc^ether ;  at  last  Francisca's  «ar  was  strack 
by  the  sound  (rf  a  beU,  which  she'knew  to  be  that  of 
Stenenberg :  then  seven  o'dock  struck  in  another  vil- 
lagC)  ^aBd^  ske  begM  to  ht^ei  tlrare  w6ie  still  living 
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bmngs,  and  eadearoiflwi  to  comfort  the  dptld ;  Ae 
poor  Uttle  gkl  yms  at  first  damorous  for  her  supper, 
but  her  cries  soon  became  fiunter,  and  at  last  quilie 
died  away.  Francisca,  still  with  her  head  downwards, 
and  surrounded  with  damp  earth,  experienced  a  sense 
of  cold  in  her  feet  almost  insupportable ;  after  prodi- 
gioiis  effi>rts,  she  succeeded  in  disengaging  her  legs, 
and  thinks  this  saved  Imt  life.  Many  hours  had  passed 
in  this  situation,  when  she  again  Heard  the  voice  of 
Marianne,  who  had  been  asleep,  and  now:  renewed 
her  lamentations.  In  the  mean  time,  the  unfortunate 
fiither,  who,  with  mudi  difficulty,  had  saved  himself 
and  two  children,  wandered  about  till  daylight,  vfhea 
he  came  amcmg  the  ruins  to  lookfor  therestof  his&- 
smly ;  he  soon  discovered  his  wife,  by  a  foot  whidi 
af^fieared  above  ground ;  she  was  dead  with  a  child 
in  her  arms — ^his  cries,  and  the  noise  he  made  in  dig- 
ging, w»e  heard  by  Mariaime,  who  called  out.  She 
was  extricated  with  a  broken  thigh,  and  saying  that 
Francisca  was  not  far  off,  a  fiirther  seatdi  led  to  her 
release  also,  but  in»idi  a  state,  that  her  life  was  de- 
spaired of;  she  was  blind  for  some  days,  and  re- 
mained subject  to  convulsive  fits  of  terror.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  house,  or  themselves  at  least,  had 
been  carried  down  about  one  thousand  five  hundred 
feet  from  where  it  stood  before. 

In  another  place,  a  child  two  years  old  was  found 
unhurt,  lying  on  its  straw  mattress  upon  the  mud, 
withcnxt  any  vestige  of  the  house  from  whidi  he  had 
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ptcKiligiwa  wave  passing  compl^tsijr  on^r  .tl»  idbw^ 
of  Sehwannu,  seventy  feet  above  ibe  ubuaL  kvel  .of 
the  water^  ovei'whj^imied  the  opposite,  ^mtth.  aik^  ^ 
il^retumed  ^swef>t  away  into  the  lake  uftm^  h<MS^ 
*p^  ti^^ir  inbabitmts.  The  cbapel  of  CHlm»  biiilb  i^ 
!ilOQd»  wa9  ibund  half  a  lea^  fioom  ,d»r  pibce  it  had 
pieviously.  Qecupjed,  aiidi.nHtiiy  lai^e  fadbeka  ef  stone 
ewnpl^bj^y  dutfigedttoif  posiidcxu     .    .  ^  .j  .^  i. 

The  day .^v$  |pt)i;mseQf  a.gkaiQtts.i5unftot,^to^ 
3U0oeed0d  in.  a  very  few  hctaTB^  by  a^  i^arious  a 
siiMs^^  i^b%ftdiHeraialned4o  spend Ttbeott^apoii 
tjb^  moMitain,  in  c^dier  to  enjoy  bofy&y  and  ta  see  lifae 
siksdes.  of  evening  pssrvade  the  gray.  wbrldMb^t; 
whUe  v^e  ahcyybkd  bathe  in  :Qooda  of  gaidefio.l^ht:;.bi]t 
we  were  destined  to  contemphte  a  totally  di(feG8ii|, 
thou^  :not.  le^s  spiendid,  scene.  Towoixlk  evenmg 
the  doAds  b^ian  to  gather  above  the  head  of  Mcnnd; 
Pilate,  fasious  for  the  dismal  lake^  upon  its  ^tmnit. 
When  the  doud»  which  is  very*  apt  tafi^rm  over  th^ 
dark  unfatfaoHled  pool,  instead  of  ri^ng,  remans  «t^ 
tached  to  the  surrounding  rocks,  a  violent  storm  gene^ 
rally  follows.^  In  remote  ages*  this  water  bore  the 
name  of  Mare  Infemalei.  Thejl^ief  was,  that  PmHus 
j       '       .    '        • ,     -  • 

*  Mount  Pilate  is  nearly  seven  thousand  feet  high  ;  the  calcareous 
rocks  of  which  it  is  composed^  aibound  in  remains  of  fish,  shells,  and 
^il«dr«p^r^  and  shew  two-petrified  trunks  of  trees. 
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'  htttt  dimrnod  hiilMif  there,  after  his  orime, 
(iheneerthe  pr^nt  name  of  the  mountam,)  and  the 
ap^Qtoadi  of  a  stranger  being  yery  apt  to  agitate  the 
lake,  the  magistrates  of  Lucerne  prudently  forbade 
any  one  to  go  near  it,  unckr  severe  penaltiesf . 

Him  eveoiikgy  when  we  saw  Pontka  Pilatua  ''  put  on 
his  hat,"  and  look  fiercely  at  us,  it  was  too  late  to 
leave  our  place  of  shelter  fer  one  less  exposed^  Hie 
nigfat  closed  i:qfion  us,  in  utter  darkness ;  the  wind 
iterad  to  a  degree  never  experienced,  and  shook  our 
wooden  box  very  sensiUy :  being  built  of  logs,  or 
mthar  vary  thick  |danks,  dove-tail^  at  the  coiners, 
itooidd  not  be  blown  to  pieces ;  but  the  idea  that  it 
ndght  be  blown  away  altogether,  crosMd  our  minds 
more  tkm  once,  and  that  we  might  be  s^t  floating, 
in  the  illimitable  void,  down  to  the  ruins  of  QdkAm 
iatfaevale,  or  to  one  of  the  lakes  on  three  sides  of  usf 
The  shingle-roof,  at  least,  was  in  great  danger,  notfTitfa** 
standing  the  kmd  of  large  stones  by  which  it  was  se* 
cored*      Dazing  streaks  of  fiery  li^  moessantly 

*  Another  version  makes  the  story  derive  from  the  name,  instead 
of  the  name  iVom  the  story :  the  probability  is,  that  the  Roman  name 
of  4^6  mountain  was  PiUiUu$y  from  the  cap  of  clouds  ott  the  tumntit, 
thf9  by  corruption  Pihius%  then  tl)«. popular  tales;  another  part  of 
die  mountain  is  called  Fraemone^  from  monsfractus.  The  Righi  culm 
is  probably  derived  from  culmen  regints  montium. 

t  Warier,  in  his  natural  htfetory  of  Switzerland^  speaks  oftliirty«- 
^^e  writers,  who  have  treated  of  the  supernatural  apparitions  about 
the  lake  on  Mount  Pilatus,  in  voluminous  works ;  he  himself  went  to 
the  lake  in  1676,  to  ascertain  facts^  Imd  labours  hard  to  invalidate 
, previous  evidence. 

MS 
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croiMd  the  darkness^  iBStoaitaDeaudyi  fisQdwed  .by i 
pelds  of  thunder^  dose,  to  our  ears.'  A  solkd^/cross 
of  wood,  some  twelve  or  fifteen,  feet  high,  planted 
about  fifty  yards. from  the  house,  on.  the  very  apex  of 
the  mountain,  was  the  only  M£ng^  that  rose. at  all  above. 
UB,  and  could  serve,  as  a  conductor.  Illuminated,  as 
it)  was,  every  now  and  then,  by  the  sudd^i  flasheg». 
tbat  bright  cross,  seen  against  the:  viewless  black  ^. 
Hie  air,  was  truly/an^  object  of  oanfidence  and  hc^^.. 
After  a  comfortless  ni^,  but  a  comlbftable  bcdakBast^ 
on  cofiee  and  cr^am,  and  k)okihg  over  the  book  cm  the 
taUe,  Where  many  a  hickless  attempt  to  seethe  sjim 
set  and  rise  on  the  Righi,  had  been!  recorded  by  preh 
cedii^  travelers,  we.nterely  added  our  luanies;;  and 
took  our  dq>arture  on  a  dull  drizzly  morning,  down  th^ 
rode ,  path  worn  oyer  the .  slippery,  roots  of  trees,  and 
strewed  with  ^toies,  €md  after  three  hcnirs^of  sluslam- 
dad\  walk,  arrived  at  Art,  where  dry  clothes,  a  se- 
cond break&st.on  strawberries  and  cream,. and  acafr 
liage,  enabled  us  to  pursue. our  Journey,  immediatdly. 
The  road  to  Schwytz  led  us  a  second  time  over  the 
ruins  of  Goldau,  and  beyond  what  we  had  seen  yes- 
terCUiy.  We  were  astonished  at  their  vast  ezteM, 
and  at  the  magnitude  and  elevation  rf  the  blocks 
heaped  up  in  all  sorts  of  ways,  over  eight  or  ten  square 
miles  of  eoqntry.     Some  of  them,  fifty. or  sixty  feet 


*  h  has  since  been  struck  by  lightning,  and. I  understand  broke  ja 
iCes.  ^ 

t  See  Cowper's  Letters. 
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Bi  tbi(^es9,  measured  three  or  four  faUndreid  Ibet  in 
Imgdi'kdd  breadth ;  si  bulk  equal  to  that  of  tbeipakbe 
of  ihe  ThuiUecfes  at  I^uris.  The  force  ^wfaidh  Mling 
Ikxit^s  ob€ly^  kik>ws  no  difference  between  a  graid  of 
bmd  and  a  niountain,  although  tb  our  imagination  it 
iDsif  seem  otherwise.  We  fancy  a  new  iiopulse  given^ 
mfienev^'we  see  a  new  motion  produced ;  we  sc^poae 
anr  ^fort,  and  a  greater  one,  to  move  a  heavy/  than  a 
light,  body— to  move  it  far,  than  to  move  it  a  little 
way ;-  but  the  impulse  (graviAatioii)  exists  Ih  tbe.&lL- 
&g  body  when'  at  Vdsll  as  much  as  at  the  moiaaA  of 
iti^faU;it  might  lay  domuuit  fora^dso^anA  years, 
aiid.yrt  ne^ds  only  to  biel  set  free  to  act  with  undimi* 
i^hed  Energy:'  Sudi  an  obstacle  as  the  band  of*  a 
^hild  may  remove  ;  a  pebble,  wWch'the'  grazii^  she^ 
puriies  aside  to  nibble  the  blade  of  gifass  undemeAth ; 
a'sfiower  of  rain  may  rouse  the  donnant  poiv^rer  of  gi*a- 
citation,  and  overcome  the  inertia  of  bodies.  A  first 
fragment  in  motion  breaks  the  bonds  which  detained 
oAers,  motion  is  superadded  to  motimi,  cumulating, 
Hfce  the  miser,  interest  and  principal  in  a  ccanpound 
ratio ;  but  the'  omnipotent  hand,  we  fancy  we  see  on 
all^oceasionsy  was  displayed  only  once. 

The  fallen  rocks  of  the  Rossberg,  as  well  as  those 
of  Ae  Righi,  ate  composed  of  rounded  fragments, 
s<Hne  as  much  as  thwefeet  in  diameter  ;  they  are  of 
all  sorts,  from  the  oldest  to  the  latest  formation,  gt^- 
nitic  and  calcaceous^  slate  aMl  basaJt^cr^stals  and  or- 
ganic nemaips;     AH  iOi  mbuntainsy  situated  on  a  nar- 
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row  tiiads^  ext^ding  from  the  south  end  of  H^  Imlae 
c^  Constance^  td  the.east  end  of  the  Lake  of  Otteera, 
are  oompbsed  oi  such  rouaded  fragmehts,  agglomerB> 
ted  by   a  conuiloii  cen^nl,  so  hard  that  Ihoby  bsMdt 
mther  than  come  Ibose*      The  protobemtix^   and 
xouiided  fonxi  of  these  fragments  soggestedto  the  Gen^ 
mannaturalisithenameofimgd/^e  (naibhead).   The 
agglomerated  mass  bears  also,  in  their  langilage,  tile 
no  less  descriptive  appellation  of  pndding-stone.  This 
ftiimation  is  not  found  here  in  irregular  heaps,  but  in 
^stinGt  stratk  of  various  tfaic^neBs,  parallel  to  eaoh 
other,  dnd  geisdrally  separated  by  thin  earthy  strata; 
they  all  dip  more  oriess  to  the  south'^aist,  presenting 
tplhe  ncHth-west  their  transverse  sections.     From  all 
these  appearances  we  may  ji]6tly  infer,  first,  the  existr 
eoce  of  a  former  World,  like  ours,  with  marly  such 
rodcs,  such  animate,  and  such  plants,  destroyed  by 
some  mighty  revolution  of  the  globe;    Secondly,  n€tw 
rocks  formed  out  of  the  matetiedis  o£this  former  world, 
some  of  them  inekdiiig  organic  remains  of  jriants  axad 
animals.  Thirdly,  the^e  new  fora^diic^s,  br<dien  again 
into  fragments,  roUing  for  ages  ut)der  water,  tmd  ac- 
quiring their  rounded  shape,  afterwards  deposited  itito 
deep  seas,  and  aggkwerated  under  their  heatvy  )^fes- 
sure,  stratum  over -etiratum,  toldne  height  we  see  faejtew 
Fourthly,  this  sub-martfie  formation,  (the  wbole  an- 
ci^  basin  of  the  ocean^)  lifted  at  ooce  into  dry  land, 
which  implies  a  corresprnd^nt  «inkiBg  of  former  con- 
tinents into  a  new  basia  for  tite  'ofeean>  pcnrmg  ftogi 
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Qtte  8Bcticm  of  «he.{^bb0:Oii»  aiiolfaa 
anent  the  loog  procBdB  of  mineral  fomiUioii*    That 
sixm:m^t»ji^  this  fxmntry,  from 

soatb-aasfc  to.  norilirive  A^  (avfaafc  SauwUm  ^deiKXXxmiites 
]a;gnuide:id€dDaide^)  tearing.  asasderchailLa  of  nioii^ 
tead^iaanAcom^mg  tbeix  fragments  to  Tast  distanceti; 
tfl:motttixiattBr^  conjectzire ;  Tve  find  the  granite  of  the 
hi^ik^  Btreimd.in  eBorpious  fragments  oVelr  that 
slope  of  the  Righi,  of  the  Rossberg,  and  of  Mount 
Fihife4  nnhebh  faaat%  the .  A^a,  ai^  well  as  along  %e 
whole  dmm  .d  the.  Jura^  suid  sot  in  Italy.  The  ftag<> 
iients  of  tbexentDal  chain  itrould  l>e.Boaght  in  vain 
towatds.  the. Alps;. but  aire»  oa  the  oontrary^  found 
scattisred  m  iim  oantpn^of  Z^xiichi  and  not  in  thi6  oan4 
^lons  offUti^or  Uhdierwaldian,.  that  is  to  the  north*!*eati 
«i^  ]K>t/ih  any  iiistaiicey  to  the  south-east. 
'  dloweiter  reKkpte  the  ^^mod  which  the: {AenoBama 
aiMfer  cbosideratioa'  ■  may  ini^y»  it  seems  but  of :yea^ 
tertday^^.ooDD^red  to  Chat  xeveaied  by  anbther  fatt:^^ 
AiQoiig  the  rounded  imgmcaitsaggloaieraied  itdq^^iH 
dAfg^sHBm^  or  nagelrfm;  areTouivied  fragments  of JKigis/4 
jjhwitdeE  It  will  resK^y  be  perceived,  that  tiir  geo* 
kigieal  aoMS^ty  ;is  ilt  oiic^  doubled  byrtHs.  jingle 
oifimotttatee^.    W^:  wcmder^  and  justly,  b^  imdk^ 

^*^^Am(mg.  io'  ngny  organietE^  remains  of.  B^riifef  ^drtil,  irw  aiy 
t4tci^»^'jii»juh>etB|3>ete>  tt$  is  well  kaoffiir.eVm  fp«odva*«IM 
cums^^^e  the  ipore  r€mafki>bl9|.as^^v.ere  the.w£scn|.  wx^rJ^.tD  berde^ 
stroyed,  the  quantity  of  human  remains  would  so  ipucli  exceed  any 
dthf^«,  and'tKis  ISfeumstaw^e  lends %in^l«irty  to  reconcile  tfie'Mdsi'rc 


frugmenta  ci  ana^at  GooBtradtion  wdrked  iaU>  'ikm 
walls,  and  lying  under  die  Sbundaticms  of  the  ritmaiw, 
GQD^pp^tively  mod^m^  of  £gypftiaBrajMiiitoptW6>'iiia^ 
ii^.two  diatiiK^  geikdratkoiB' d^  rama^  Herew«i&id 
eiren  more  than  two  geatmiiooB  of  foinfti  in.  the  conl 
stractioii  of  our  globe ;  and  there  is  ainm^as^wide  a 
distance  between  the  antiquity  of  the  ruins  of  art^and 
that  of  the  ruins  of  nature,  as.  between  the  respective 
architects. 

The  Biost  considerable  of  the  villages  o?(^rwhehned 
ii;  the  vale  of  Arth  was  Goldau/and  its  name  is  now 
affixed  to  the  whole  melancholy  story  and  piaoe.  I 
shall  relate  ooly  c«e  more  incident :  a  party  of  eleir^i 
trayellers  from  Berne/ belonging  to  the  most  distin- 
guished families  there,  arrived  at  Art  on  the  2d  of 
September,  and  set  off  on  foot  for  the  Righi,  a  few 
minutM  b^ore  the  c«tastr<^e ;  seven  of  them  had 
got  alxMit  two  hundred  yards  ahead,  the  other  fbur 
saw  them  entmng  the  village  of  Goldau,  andone  of  Ihet 
latter,  Mr!  R.  Jenoer,  pointing  out  to  the  rest  the  mm^ 
mit  of  the  Rossberg,  (fuU  four  miied  off  in  a  straight 
line,)  where  some  strange  commotion  seemed  tslkiixg 
place,  which  they  themselves  (the  four  behind)  were 
observing  witibi  a  telescope,  and  had  entered  into  con- 
y^rsatic»i  on  the  siibject  with  some  strainers  just  oome 
up ;  wiien,  all  at  onoe,  a  flight  of  8t(»)es,  like  cannon- 
balls,  traversed  the  air  above  their  heads,  a  cloud  of 
dust  obscured  the  valley ;  a  frightful  noise  was  heard ; 
tbey  fled !  As  soon  as  the  obseufity  was  so  fifr  di^si<^^ 


p«ledy  «8  to  make  ofageotg  difiORSiiMe,  Ikey  ttMi^trttek 
firieiidB^buttfae  Village  of  GiidauiMddisappeued  under 
a  beap  of stcsmaiid  ndbbishode  hundred  fe^  in  bri^, 
and  the  whole  valley  presented  nodiing  font  a  perfett 
cfaaoB  i  CMT  the  unftHTtunate  survivors  one  last>a'  wife 
to  whom  he  was  just  married^  one  a  sctti,  a  thivd  the 
two  pii^ils  und^  his  care ;  all  researdies  to  discover 
Ikeir  remains  wexe,  and  have  ever  since  been,  frui^sA 
Nothing  is  left  of  Goldau  but  the  bell  which  hung  in 
its  steeple,  and  which  was  found  about  a  mile  o& 
With  the  rodis  torrents  of  mud  came  down,  acting  as 
rolli^s ;  but. they  took  a  di£feieht  direction  when  in  the 
valley,  the  mud  following  the  slope. of  the  ground  to^ 
wards  the  lake  of  Lowertz,  while  the  rocks^  preserving 
a  straight  course,  glanced  across  the  valley  towazds 
the  Ri^.  Hie  rooks  above,  moving  much  &8ter 
than  those  near  the  ground,  went  fiurth^,  and  asf 
cended  even  a  gneal  way  up  the  Rigfai ;  its.  base  is 
covered  with  large  blocks  carried  to  an  incredible 
height^  and  by  which  trees  w^e  mowed  down,  as  they 
might  have  been,  by  cannon. 

A  few  straggliog:  cottages,  timid  attempts  towaids 
a  re^orati^n  of  the  desolateijl  country  to  something 
fike-fruitfidneite^  ajqiear  here  and  theie;  beggaiiy 
diildr^i  in  ill  health,  foe  the. place  is  become  sickly 
from  stagnant  water,  came  running  to .  us .  fir .  a .  few 
batz,^-4he..sad  r^aains  of  a.  wealthy  popiukEtion,  rev 
maskable  fos  pmapnal  comdiness  ai^  well,  as  for  nK2^ 
r^tityu  Aiivast  e^itemt  of  flfl(t-shfl«fe,  w^i^li^Qt  vegefaadaw^ 
marks  the  encroachment  on  the  lake  of  Lowertz  ;  not 
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a  ibtede;  of  gsabs  s^enus  to  gtow.upBii  "die  aterfl  ifsa^^ 
&be.  Tbe  road  aking:  the  M\siik.  tide  of  tiiifi  lake 
pAf^ .  pklnresquelyi  but  x^Sber.  fiosa^zlljr^  Bijpc^  a 
iwrro^  clmiq^y  ov^rining  iDQr^UghidfaBT-bey^^ 
iibfo  we  tcaT^bd  over  the  ricii  .¥aiQ;  of  Sdiwyts,;  an 
sitei^idf  wl^at  the  one  ifehqd^jusl  Ipftiiv^as  d  fewyeav^ 
t^.  Sdtwyite,  whicdi  we  oaly  trnversed  in  ow  way 
tO:  BruQiww  IB  tieatly  built  and  deli^ftilfy  Bitaabed. 
it  is  gineiiaBy  Supposed. that  the  patridti^m  ^it&  in- 
Btftbi^jote  made  tke.  naiae .  pre^aLii  in  the  ivflehrelic 
liieague ;  bufk  this  fname  becaoie  coUdctiire  da  the  siM- 
toenthy  and  int  intheJ&Aixteenth^  oeiatnry ;  at  a  pei3od 
o£  dttl  yr%vB^ '  not>  at  :that  ntfaicfa  isaccur^  fiehretic  inde- 
ptthdence;  lathe  guilty  times  of  natlotial  diBccxd.iiols^f 
union  ;  Schwytz/Jtberefore,  has  kas  caoase^r  bc^ustisig. 
1 .  At  Btiinne^i^  wexit/inasmall  36#-boat,:uf>  iHt 
«QUthem,brals3h  df  the  lakeofthe  WaId8tett«R;Ta'«fHt 
of  deep  bay  oit j^pilf  p^hieti^atin^  into  3the  icarston  d'Ufii 
5nie/beauty  of  vits  sceiQ&ry  cGsbiedfi  mea ' that  of  the 
i^dcd  dol  .WaltenHtgdt^i  and  every  part  o£;it  is;  cl^ssiodl 
ground.  Soon  after  passing  ^ammdgjos&denk  edthaQOi^ 
lineup  a^ip^'lioff^iil^fmc^Hlltains^  niarked  by  hiA  in- 
sulated rock  .on.  the  7i^itv  iimhg  like  >a  pillar ^oat  of 
^iW»ker^ 'WRlaxidBd ssi theisameside al3  theGruHL 
She'  :spat  is inarked  by.a  triple  foadt^^  wbem  ^Ute 
fXBis|iLrak)r8ywllo|9ai:I  shall  ealipgtsiota,  becapste  theft* 
cause  Ttts  yf^  bioc&use  it  was  auocesefiily  aod  Jbecaose 
^ka^.fiied  no. bfaod^heiM  their >nighliy  ooeetiti]^  fire 
liuiiak»iyesn^Gigof^,oA  pe^  a^aociMt 
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cup  to  ^ink  out  of  at  the  sacred  spring,  and  made  a 
sjp^edi,  unintelligible  to  us,  but  to  which  scMne  oih6lr 
jpeasants,  who  had  landed  at  the  same  time  as  ounselYes, 
listened  with  great  attention.     This  historian  olF  the 
Stauflfechers,  of  the  Emis  of  Melchthal,  and  of  IheWahet 
Furtz,  received  gratefully  a  few  batz  in  his  cap  for  his 
performance.   Farther  on,  on  the  opposite  shore,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Achsenberg,  about  the  distance  oif  two  houts 
from  Grutli,  is  the  rock  (TeUensprung,)  on  which  Wil- 
liairiTeli  leaped  on  shore,  from  the  boat  in  which  Gess- 
ler  was  carrying  him  away  a  prisoner.     Eighty-one 
years  after  the  ererit,  and  thitty-oiie  after  the  death  of 
the  hero,  a  chapel  was  constructed  on  this  rock ;  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  individuals,  who  had  known  him 
personally,  were  then  living.     William  Tell  fought  at 
Morgarten  in  1315,  and  was  drowned  in  1358,  at  a 
very  advanced  age,  in  attempting  to  rescue  a  boy 
who  had  fallen  into  the  Schechen,  a  torrent  which 
traverses  Burglen,  his  birth-place,  and  where  he  then 
filled  the  station  of  first  magistrate:  it  is  situated 
beyond  Altbrp,  and  above  three  hours  from  Tellen- 
sprung :  the  family  was  not  extinct  till  the  year  1720. 
TTiere  is  I  know  not  what  of  absurd  and  fabulous 
in  the  ^ory  of  Gessler's  cap  and  the  apple,  which 
throws  a  degree  of  doubt   on  all  that  relates    to 
William  Tell ;  and  his  name  had  some  how  been 
ranked  in  my  iriihd,  with  those  of  Theseus  and 
Herciiles,'  slnd  cf  the  founders  of  Rome,  to  whose 
reality  we  yieild  only  a  sort  of  hypothetical  belief 
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The  lake^  the.rqcks  the  fountains,  the  chapel,  ti^e  stoi^ 
painte(^jOft  ^e  wall ;  the  hundred  and  fourteen  per- 
sons who  had  known  him ;  the  lopal  tradition  in  every 
^an^'^  mouth ;— -have  all  at  once  given  a  totally  dx£^* 
^flt  colour  and  shape  to  the  whole  transaction,  yjet 
^  story  of  the  apple  is  questioned  by  the  Swiss  themr 
selves ;  by  the  critics,  at  least,  in  the  learned  part  of  the 
country  ;  for  on  the  spot  there  are  no  such  critics,  and 
doubt  would  be  treason.  This  anecdote  will  be  found 
elucidated  in  the  historical  part  of  this  work,  Chap.  ix. 

Observing,,  when  on  the  Tellensprung,  that  the 
floor  of  the  chapel,  dose  to  the  lake,  was  not  more  than 
three  feet  above  its  level,  we  inquired  of  the  boatmen, 
whether  the  chapel  had  never  received  any  damage 
from  the  tempests,  which  they  describe  as  so  danger- 
ous ;  but  found  that  even  the  floor  was  rarely  wetted 
by  them :  a  fact  which  inay  enable  us  to  form  an  es- 
timate of  such  tempests. 

The  Achsenberg,  behind  Tellensprung^  was  five 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty  feet  above  the  sea; 
but  the  chain  of  the  Suren  Alps,  attaining  almost  every 
Inhere  the  height  of  ten  thousand  feet,  presents  a 
succession  of  glaciers,  easily  distinguishable  from 
niere  snows,  by  the  azure  streaks  on  their  surface : 
nothing  can  exceed  the  wild  magnificence  of  this  part 
of  the  lake. 

The  boatmen,  made  us  observe  a  whitish  ^mark  on 
the  perpendicular  face  of  the  Frphn  Alpc^,  abqut  two 
miles  north  of  the  Tellensprung :  a,  piece  of  the  rock 
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Ibaviiigiacalecl  off,  fcU  into  the  lake  iii  ^  year  ISOlv 
The  fta^gment  iK^bieh  has  left  such  a  trifling  blemish 
on  the  &k  face  of  the  ^mountain,  was  abput'  twelve 
hundred  feet  wide.;  when  ii  fell,  it  raised  such  a*  wave 
aa  the  lake  as  oyerwbehned  five  houses  of  the  village 
of  Sissigen,  distant  one  mile :  eleven  of  the  inhabit 
tants  were  drowned :  but  a  child,  found  floating  asleejt 
in  its  cradle>  is  now  alive  in  the  village.  The  sweH 
OQc^ioned  several  other  accidents  of  less  consequence* 
and.wasifelt  at  huceme,  thirty  miles  ofi^ !  To  look  ai 
.  the  mark,  I  should  not  have  supposed  that  the  fall 
could  have  occasioned  more  than  a  rippling  along  the 
ac^^^tc^t  shore.  The  navigation  from  Altborf  to  BMn- 
nen.takes.  two  or  three  hours ;  but  the  journey,  by  the 
mountains,  requires  a  whole  day :  in  1799,  the  French^ 
under  General  de  Courbe,  performed  it  in  the  ni^t 
by  torch-light; . 

The  national  n^une  of  this  lake  (Vier  Waldstatten 
Sfi^)  means,' the  Wat^r  of  the  four  sylvan,  or  rural 
States,^,  Uri,  Schwytz,  and  Underwald^  axe  the  three 
which  first  asserted  their  independence  in  1307-8t; 
Luceme  was  the  first  which  joined  their  league  in 
1332.  A  tradition  exists,  of  the  first  inhabitants 
havmg  come  from  the  North-West  Fricxe,  or  'Denmatk^ 
wjience  they  were  driven  by  femine:  They  lived  long^ 
entirely  secluded  and  unknown,  in  their  almost  inac- 
^ci|s9i|>le  fQ|tfe$sses ;  and  although  s(nne  of  the  subse^ 
qvieot  ndrthern  invaders  penetrated  to  the  banks  of 
their  lake  in  the  fifth  century,  they  did  not  reduce  the 


p^le  to  ob^idwfir  The  ]aciiiie»wlikab«tirafi«^ 
tifidds,  tn^y^  the  Waldtetetti^  to  place  tbcm$eh^$ 
wdeMT  the  j^otootioa  of  the  German  cmiiire/CMBot  be 
oos^ed^tred ;  ^ut  an  inqperiiJr  dipLoma  of  809,  m  the 
si^yes  of  Uii»  proves  tie  fact:  the  Dukes  of  Aim^ 
tria  iad  &irabia»  loog  their  advocate^^  or  lepreeenta-^ 
tJTOB  at^tiau9  Imperial  ociirt,  asasuined,  during  theanor- 
ihj.  of  the  empire,  the  thle  of  Hereditary  Protectors^ 
ami  di^iegated  their  powers  to  bailiflfe ;  who  esercisod 
hi  s6  much  the  nnn^e.  iyraimicaUy,  from  its  beii^  more 
questionable,  and  who  were  finally  driven  amty  in 
1808*. 

-  Jidy  9.-^From  Bhmn^  (whither  we  retamed  Isu* 
night)  to.  liocerpe,  twenty^foor  mile^:  we  pi^cmndd 
the  voyage  in  six  hours  m  a  large  boat,  with  our  ve- 
hicle and  hbri^ ;  it  was  rowed  by  nine  men  (several 
of  whom  might  be  passengers  in  disguise),  for  thirty 
Frendi  francs  (tw^)ty-four  shillingl^  stertit^).  The 
lake  was  perfectly  csilm^  and  the  prospect  lovely ;  bnt 
net  gratldiUke  ttert  iof  y^stevday,  alAoi^h  Mount  Pila- 
ins  woiddany  where  else  be  deemed  a  magnificent 
featuQ^inthel^]idsca{>e.  The  Righi,  on  this  g;ide,  i)s 
2CiMistix)usi;  the  steep  dedivity  at  its  base,  shelvkig 
liit^  the  Isdce,  was  oHgiiiaJly  a  mere  hea^  of  h^t^, 
Bnchas  is  farmed  at  the  £bot  of  all  mbiuitains;  but 
few  centuries  of  persevering  industry  have  improved 
it  into  luxuriant  meadows  and  fields,  interspersed  witti 
comfortable  dwellings,  shaded  by  wahiut  and  even  fig 

*  Chap.  IX.  Vol.  I!.  > 
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tilaM,  wimdi  flouMir-  m  tlMswaqr  exposure;  ihfil»' 
tfipodimm.theiiaiiL    Tfan^^  oftM 

UitlQ'n|yiAdioef:OereaD,.the  scuikKt  in  Eiuope*  lOur 
lx)i^nien  infoniiBd  us^  that  it  ireqused  £vti  imndrnd 
and  fifty  strdlces  of  dia  oar  to  paeff  aiong  the  diore'  df 
it&.  temtory,  Aftef  four:  oentuid^s  ofr  mde[)etKlem 
sovecQ^iity,  admowledged  aad  \kgttimatt  as  any  <}iat 
ever  iinsk,  it  has  been  annexed,  why  I  do  nofc  hocFw«  16 
Sdiwyta» ;  bcttad  no^mntcm  cannoff  haaf^  subjfiolfli, 
tiifi  umcm-nniat  be  on  liie  footing  of  eqqadily;  Duniff 
the  wlKiIe  pesiod  of  the  existence  of  the  repnUieof 
Gersau,  no  instance  occimred  of  an  inctiyidiiial  pimiahed 
feftan^crinie. 

Faa^^er  <iii>  upon^ithe'  same  litlmal  i^lopeof  tliii 
B4ghi»  the;  diatriot<df  Wegghis;  formeiiy  a  sobjeot 
ptw^diceofthe  caaton  of  >LTieeiiie,  (it  might  in  isther 
cminixies  hexfeemed  a  go^xl^^riKedparish,)  wm,  tf^tttty^ 
two  yeais  agp>  nearly  all  swafiowedf  ii^  by  m  itpn^ 
tion  of  mud.  I  «bould  first  astp^cthat  this  diatriet 
belonged*  iCKsie  thousand  yeaiJd  agb^.to  the  Abbey  of 
P£#Qrs,iby  iWhin^  it  waa  enfottfM'io  a  .wiUe  baiob  r, 
whQ  SQld  his  rt^  to  lABDerBe  in,  1380^  ait  the  mdbielit 
the  inhabitants  were abcmt  (redeediihgitbeinlsetirea  by 
pin^^ase;  iand.aU  bopesiof  ^obtahiing  (^rind^JMr^ 
d^ioe  was  firom  thai  mamentijextmguished,  as  v^ub- 
Uca  are  mi  ^  to  afi^iate,  and  still  less  to  give  away 
gr^h^it^uslyx^^y  of  their  advantages.    Gersnux,  undw 

*  It  was  literally  forgotten  ai  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  and  not 
being  acknowledged  by  any  power,  merged  ia  the  canton  of  Schwytz. 
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aiixiMar  drciumtaiiots/h^  good  fi^tuneto  obtodd 
h&^  Jfreedom  k  1300,  by  purchasing  a  morigflgd 
granted  by  hior  feuKhl  lord  to  one  of  his  (^edit(»r8.  Zid 
tlioae  leiBOte  times,  itf  soenm  not  tohave  occurred  t6 
any  body,  that  a  state  migbt  notbe  exactly  an  estate. 
But  to  return,  to  the  mud :  in  the  spring  of  the  year 
1795,  iongUlBiinal  cracks,  or  crevices,  appeared  on 
the.  perpendicular  front  of  the  Righi,  at  about  one- 
third  of  itft  height  (seen  firom  the  l^e);  the  plac^ 
13  now  distinguishable  by  its  reddish  colour.  Be- 
fore day,  on  die  16th  of  July,  the  inhabitants  were 
awaki^^d  by  strangenesses,  and  soon  observed  a 
stream  of  mud,  a  mile  wide,  and  fifty  or  sixty  feet 
high,  coming  down  upon  them ;  but  as  it  travdled  very 
slowly,  they  had  ample  time  to  take  care  of  their 
moveables ;  like  a  stream  of  Isuva  it  overtopped  and 
crudiied downhouseis,  walls,  and enrery artificial  ob- 
stacle in  its  way;  and,flowmg  during  a  fortnight- 
covMed  a  great  part  of  tbe  country  with  a  bed  of  fer- 
ruginous clay,  which  the  long  application  of  indiisl 
trious  labour,  at  length  begins  to  reader  productii^e* 
Doubtless  tins  day,  intervening  between  strata  of 
rock,  and  soaked  by  tiie  accidental  intiV)duction  of 
SfHrings,  was  pressed  out  by  the  superincumbent  weight 
of  two  (X  three  thousand  perpendicular  feet  of  moun- 
tain, and,  as  the  fall  of  the  Rosedberg  was  also,  to  afl 
appeaxanoe,  deteram^  by  this  same  circumstance, 
(t.  e.,  Jhe  softening  of  the  earthy  strata  into  mud),  and 
as  the  general  dip  of  the  strata  is  the  same  in  both 


nMttt^iite;/  ti^  .ims  gnat.featQn  fo  lieaar.  thait  tlio 
whole  to{> of tbie^iRigliiimi^ haveeoiQO down^  didiifg 
OYer  itp  bM^i  ^^  uMre  Mi0»:  o£)tkc»  B^osigk^xg  tkad 
t](Mpi^  b0^e ; .  ^U  -m  tlW)  JMdi  .would  hilw  Itaeb  rit 
tea^itexi  tiaH^S;^  Wge.  w  tfap  oAer.itM  f^|^rtfiil:i» 
thip^oftfae  piG^8JiiblQ;coit8<^u^a$e9'pfH^/f^^ 
l^a;  tli«i|(r;tferB,  dii^^n.^  one  dtxqk^  ^m;4hMr  b0d> 
WOMld  Iw^  wv^dreji.the  valteys  of  tbfe  Four  W)alcto«tr 
1^^  as^ed  evea.lbe  higheat  m(»iQit<dQ$,  .aj»4  rpePr 
ha{l&  ewQpt.away;:  eT^ry.  liv^ag  ^arei^ito  :fi<m  ^  «*- 
oi^t  hpIdrOT.tbQ.il^hr^tic  League.  71iati49iK^^  miflr 
I0i1wia^<ll4inat  Jsuippwf*  w}mi:appeartoce6  geisHMiidrso 
Ihngntffliffgt  hSbt^t^Uyl9mef,  nVKmg  reaaon^  hew- 
ing that  it  win  never  happen,  in  this  place  at  leaftt^.the 
eartJiy  stratum  having  been  entirely  squeezed  out. 
In  the  caserof  the  Rossberg,  the  catastrophe  was  an- 
nounoedy  by  various  signs,  years  before-hand,  a^d  so 
strongly  for  some  hours  before,  as  not  to  be  mistaken : 
a£S>rding  ample  time  for  the  inhabitants  to  save  their 
lives.  .       '   . 

.  Whw.wa  were.<m  the  Ei^M  Cmfdm^  I  observed  a 
hcde  or  orevioe  <m  the  lev^  top  of  the  mountain,  and 
about  three  hundred  yards  south  of  the  house  #h^re 
we  slept,  in, the  direction  6f*0ie  lake  of  the  Walcjstet- 
t^  so  situated,  as  to  absqrb  most  of  the  waters  pf  t^e 
xof^fyiig,  $aow»„whidi  then  formed  a  stream  intoriit, 
P!^9il^C9i|)^  ^  1^  ^^"^  N^  ^  ^^  mountain, ;  pot^ng 
is^tfopfe  likely  tq  pfoduee  the  dreadful  apcidept  uiklej^ 

Vo;..  I.  '  •  N  • 
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ocNisndetraiion.  It  seeois  obnousitat  saifMrfi^ 
riiould  be  made,  to  lead  away  the  wat^*g. 

itv^  AecMisary  toob»»Te>  timt  the  greater  part  of 
iheiadined^tbkU  loif  «he  Rosaberg  resting,  at  its  lower 
fdlcbemity^  tm  ihA  «did  ground  of  the  Talley,  a  very 
amaB  pitft  of  it  oouid  dide  down ;  wfaereaHB^e  whde 
oi^e  ati*ata  of  Ihe^  Sigfai  stands  insulated,  and  whdly 
untoippoifted  on  the  soulh  mde,  towiards  the  Iske  of  Luh 
tiertie,  and  nollnng  keeps  the  ^larata  in  their  plaoes,  biA 
Ijte  adhMion  of  their  surfaces.  A  skeldi  of  thetrans^ 
verse^eotiony  or  profile,  of  the  twomeimtakis;  the  inter^ 
T<emng  valliey  of  Goldau^  the  lake,  &c.,  will  render  the 
for^omg  aooouEftofthe  cafastroj^e  <tf  Gk^dau  n»idh 
dearer.  "  i    •  ■      •  '^  ■.   ' 

A,  lake  of  Lucerne.  '  n  . 

F,  lake  of  Lowertz. 
'    A  B  C,  the  Righi ;  the  straight  linte  marltthe  calcateout  ^rate,  the 
llotl^  lineft  tbe  pudding  slone  strata,  all  4jppiiig.iQf  tha  $um^e,v^9mei' 

£,theRoMberg.  . 

£  D  G,  fall  of  the  upper  stratum  of  pudding-stone  into  the  valley 
of  Goldau,  down  to  the  lake  of  Lowertz,  and  to  the  Rig  hi.  *  ^ 

C,  cross  ort  the  lop  of  the  Righl,  and  house  n^ar  it.  -  * 

B  A^^rupdon  of  mud  down  th^  Righi,  Into  the  liake  of  Liidei^e« '  - 

Soon  aifter  passing  the  Righi,  the  Giitf  of  KSlsnacf* 
opens  to  your  view  on  the  right.   It  was  at  the  ferther 


Hid  of  tfetbat  the  BaiHi  Oeeder  landed,  after  weathttt 
ing  the  storm  dmrkig  which  William  Tell  made  his 
escape  fit>m the  boat:  ^e  latter,  who  had  reached  thd 
place  sooner  by  land,  way-hiid  the  tyiant  in  a  hoUaw 
road  near  the  castle,  to  which  he  was  to  have  beat 
Earned  a  prisoner,  and*  shot  him  dead  with  an  arrow, 
on  flie  l$th  of  NovoBiber,  1307.  This  action,  however 
questionable  its  character,  and  although  it  wias  on 
the  point  of  dealing  the  plan  of  the  patriotis  of 
Gmtii,  and  was  mudi  blamed  by  diem,  was^  never* 
thd^ess,  ooamtemorated  by  a  dmpel  bnilt  on.  the 
spotu 

Some  thirty-fiv^  years  ago,  L'Abb^  Raynal,  i» 
a  fit  of  diat  theatrical  patriotism  of  which  he  contri* 
botdd  to  set  the  fashion  in  France,  and  which  hd 
ctmdemned  so  severely  hiinsdf,  when  too  late,  arreted, 
in  a  ao&all  island,  of  the  galf  of  Kusnacht,  at  his 
own  expense,  an  obelidc  of  sham  granite,,  ferty  feet 
Idgh,  with  WUUam  Tell's  arrow  and  apple  on  the 
top  of  it:  an  uprightl)ar  of  iron,  hy  whidi  it  was  se- 
emed on  ^  inside,  attracting,  lightnmg,  oansied  the 
destruction  6f:  the  ^hole  fabric  very  iioon  after  k 
was  erected  The  patriotic  Abbe^  would  h&ve  wished 
to  erect  his  opdra  monunlent  at  ttie  fountain  of  Grutli^ 
and)  petitioned  the  magistrates  of  Uri  for  perinis- 
iion;  but  ba  was  answered,  that  they  had  no  need 
of  soidi  a  fine  thsi^  to  put  them  jin  mind  of  their  an-i 

OBBtCftS. 

i   The  oid-fasbiooed  towers  and  battlements^  in  am-* 
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phiiteatra  bdiibd  Lucerne,  make  a  6ne  temiiiiati<» 
to  the  lake.  On  landing  we  were  carKed  to  a  magni- 
ficent hotel,  with  a  dining-room  eighty  feet  by  forty,- 
0n  a  garden  in  better  taste  than  any  we  have  yet 
seen  in.  Switzerland.  - 

The  prindpal  sight  at  Luceme/is  the  celebrated 
relievo  of  General  PfefFer,  who  empbyed  half  a  cen- 
tary  in  walking  overi,aQd  nleasuting.  with  his  own 
hands,  one  hundred  and  eighty  square  leagues  of  the 
most  mountainous  part  of  Switzeiland,.includi|igth€^ 
Waldgtetten,.and  modelling  the  whole  in  exact  pro- 
portion. Each  square  league  of  country  covers  in  the 
model  a  space  of  nearly  fifteen  inches  by  fifteen,  and 
a  mountain  of.  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  feet  rises 
iien  inches  over  the  level  of  the  lake  of  Waiddtett^n-j 
not  a  mountain-path,  not  a  house,  not  a  cross  on  the 
<difi^,  but  is  conspicuous  there ;  the  fiuilt,  indeed,  is, 
that  these  objects. are  beyond  all  reason  toolarge^ 
many  a  Tillage  steeple  rivalling  in  height  the  neigb* 
bouring  Alps!  This  ^oils  Che  e£^  altogether^' 
aiid  disparages  a  work,  in  the  main,  very  accurate^ 
although  clumsily  executed.  With  all  its  defects^ 
nothing  in  the  shape  of  a  sight  ever  gave  me  more 
pleasure.  It  is  highly  interesting  to  relirade  thu£^ 
easily  your  own  laborious  ;fix)tstegs^  and  go  over 
them  again  asa  bird  flies;  to  be  initiated  in  detail 
into  the  mysteries  of  the  moulitaihs,  and  learn  lo 
despise  the  ideal  terrors  pf  precipices,  thus  measured 
by  the-  inch.     The  common  observation  thaft;  a.rdad 
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appears  sbprter  and  easier  the  sedood  tune  you  travd 
it,  than  the  first,  applies  here:  there  is  no  first  tiiiie 
in  trayeUing  over  Switzerland  when  you  have  studied 
this,  model. 

.  AfiiU-length  portrait  of  General  PfeflFer,  a  spare, 
active,  old  man,  hangs  on  the  wall  of  the  room  in 
which  the  model  is  preserved,  and  in  the  house  he 
inhabited.  He  is  represented  in  hk  wcHrking-dress, 
and  in  a  climbing  attitude;  his  iron-shod  galoclies, 
portable  ,seat,  and  mountain-stick  lay  also  there. 
The  ^plunderers,  who  invaded  this  country  at  the  end 
of  the  last  century,  had  been  on  the  point  of  carrying 
off  the  model  to  Paris,  but  were  shamed  out  of  it 
The  old  General  died  soon  after  (1802),  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five,  in  possession  of  his  mountains  and  his 
fame.  About  two  centuries  and  ahalf'ago»  one  of 
his  ancestors,  Louis  PfefTer,  at  the  head  of  kix  thou^ 
sand  Swiss^  defended  Mary  of  Medids  and  her 'son 
CSiarles  IX.  against  the  Protestants,  and  conreyed 
th&m  safe  to  Paris.  I  shall  not  undertake  ta  decide 
betw€;en ;  the  respective  merits  oi  thiese  two  members 
of  thefemily. 

,  The  arsenal  coittains,  amc»xg  other  curious  things; 
the  banner  carried  by  the  heroic  Gundoldingen,  at 
the  battle  of  Sempach,  in  13S6,  stained  with  his 
blbod,  and  the  iron  collar  armed  with  points,  which 
the  Austrians  had  brought  to  put  on  him ;  likewise 
the  coat  of  arms  of  Leopold  of  Austria,  also  killed 
in  the  battle.    I  was  sorry  to  see  there  the  battle- 


U2  LUCfiJlNS..     f 

axe  and  diet  helmet  of  Zwingle.*^  thinking  this  b^ 
of  IhocTefonners  killed  at  the  bat^eof  Caj^l  in  15311, 
bad  assisted' there  as  a nunisterof  peace, to  comfort 
the  dying,  and  not  to  add  to  their  numbers.^  This 
ariseoal  suffered  miididusing  the  iFrench  inva^cm,  and 
the. public i treasury,  previously  carried  away,  filled 
six  waggons;  '  ...:,..     .     /:    . 

There  was  very  early  a  printing-press  at  Lucerne, 
and  one  of  its  citizens,  Ulrich  Geriiig,  was  the  ifirst 
printer  who  introduced  the  art  into  the  capital  of 
France,  in  :1469-70.  He  followed  the  trade  :there 
fertyyears^  and  bequeathed  his  large  fortune^  to  the 
students  of  the  University  and- flie  poor  of  f%iris: 
Bi»  birthday,  or  rather  his  file;  Was  k>ng  kept  at 
the  Sorboiinef.  ^  ^      •    , .  \      \        > 

^  Wooden  bridges 'of  iiaamen^e  length;  (one  is  one 
thousaod  feet  long,  the  other  one  thousand  Aree  huh* 
chred,:)  *ver ;  the  lake,  ^connect  different  parts  of  th6 
town;  you  may  Walk  there  at  all  times,  screened 
from  4he  sun  and  rain  by  a  roof,  and  eiqoy  one  of  the 
finest ipnospects  in  existence;  prodigious  m^untaind 
rising  at  once  from  the  tranquil  and  pure  expanse'  <tf 
^he  waters,  at  the  distance  of  a  few  miles  between 

<  yCjiap^.  xyviini  Vol.  11.      ;       :     '  [i 

t  There  is  no  birthday,  properly  speaking,  kept  in  France,  but  a 
patronymic  or  bapdsmal  day,  whicb  answers,  the  same  purpo^;  tbat 
fe,  the  4lay  in  the  Roman  Catholic  calendar  bearing  the  name  of  the 
faint  frpm  whom  your  Chriadam  name  is  taken.  Now  that  it  is  the 
fashion  to  give  heathen  or  hcfojc  names,  I  do  not  know  how  the  fftte 
is  managed.    -  "  "  ^. 
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Moufit  fi3bim\9od  the  B^ighifOn  thd  ^ra  gromd^ 
AocienVpictuTQs  on  scriptural  subjects,  in  a  singdar 
and  i^aradteristic  taste,  decorate  the  interior  of  th? 
roof.  ' 

One  hour  and  a  half  aft^  our  d^arture  batk  Lur 
ceme  fot  Berne,  wq  had  a^ retrospective  riew  of  thf 
kke  aodrfliountain,  even  more  beautiful  t^an  the  vieifjr 
from  Hxt  bri4gec^»  as  we  stood  on  higher,  grcftind^  aii4 
had  a  wider  and  more,  distant  horizon.  "The  near 
view  of  prodigious  mouhtafos  abd  deq:!  valleys,  strik- 
ing^rat  first  in  the  ht^st  degree,  is  ^  to  become 
in'  time,  oppressive  and  dull  These  tiobla  objectei, 
8o  dearly  seen  and  so  exactly  defined,  mne  gaaeratty 
Imd^fnd  oCtei  mean  in  tiieir  details  ;>  the  effect^ip 
too  positive  for  the  mind  to  imagine  aught  but  whi|A 
the s^jfids  Qonvey.  I  must  havd!  a  due  propottioni^ 
celestial  va^ness,  with:  jXist ;  so  mudi  lof  reaHty  m 
giyes  a^dert^  cdherejtee  and  fixity  to  the  dr«funs  ^ 
'fency.'-    • '•    -..^...i  I    -  '■'    v;  -.,  .   •  •;;  ,  ■   .j  , .', 

A  sii6oe9sion  of  woody  hillfi  arid  fertile  viJI^yfi, 
higUy  cuWvated,  brought  us;  in.  4  few  hour*,  to.  .the 
J^apk^lef  the  lake  of:  9€mt>adi;  s&ifedvflth  those  Iq^ 
-m^lisie^  WaltHit-trees^  wh»:h;  are^  1^^  i^pam^nt  4p 
'3^&:lJ«Ktec^e. .  I.Was/haU^teiKipt«d,t0  tak9!a^  ]Nrt» 
]a«d  cwsa  feV0r  to  the  field  of  little  of  SenypMi'lj; 
Iftit  tte  aftemiKWi  was  v«fy  hot,  and  when  I  caape  4P 
reflect  that  e^n^therel  should  have  to  imagine,  ih^ 

*  See  Chap,  xv.,  Vol.  II. 
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ikttle;  of  whid^  no  other  vestige  bmainifbut  alimall 
dtkpei  bri  thfe  -  spot  where  Leopold  feU^y  I  thboghl  I 
ti^gk  do 'that  Ml  as  "weU  aft^  din^ 
under  the  shade  of  the  trees.  In  the  cool  of  tiie 
evinfeif^tv^e  ptirsued  oto  way  to  Sursee,  a  pretty 
town,>siX  feagiies  Jrom^  L^  The  English  Mi 

(Engender  hikbel)  id  sieen  at  a  short  digtioibe  to  die 
4eft  of  the  road;  It  is  tiie  spot  where  three  diouKUid 
c^^hei  fdlbw^rd  of  Enguerard  de  Ooticy  met  the  fiite 
tiiey  so  wdB^  deserved,  and  where  they  Jlie  bijriedf . 

Theomd  frcM  Suisee  to  Berne,  by  the  west  tod  of 
the  canton '  of  Argovie,  Hb  fifteesi  leagues  tbroi^  tbe 
richest  Qputitry  imaginable*  Meadows^  irrigated  with 
ilie  iitmosi-  caare  by  means  :df  never-feoiiBg  iq>rii^ 
)fihlA'  three  or ^  &Mty  and  even  five  drqps  of  Hay^^  Ib^ 
^ourid  ip  npt  divided  iito  ^mall  patches;  of  all  softi^ 
t^  heterogenous  productions^  as  on  the,  jbanks^  of  the 
iMe  of  Zinfich;  bilt  ihio  snfBciieiitly  large  &ftz«s^  ibr 
the  best  division  of  labour  and  improved  mo^e  iS 
cultivation  to  bei  mtroducedjla  advantage ;  not  a  beg- 
gar; liot  a  mean  dwelling  to  be  se^.  Houses  are 
tiitely  thatched  in  Switz^land,  the  niosttisuad  ocn^etu 
fihg  for  peasants'  houses-  is  woodetf  shiiigtes/retfjr 
iltimsily^lit  dirt  of  pinie'wood,iand  secur^  in  thcfir 
cpoefi^fin  on  the  htoge  it)6fs^  by^^oles  laid  across  -atiifdi 
^hedfty  stdnfes ;  but  in  this;haproved:  part  of  the^otm- 
^;¥^,-th^ 'houses  ar©  generally  covered  with  tile^  i^ry 

•  See  Chap^jfct,  VqL-II.     t  Chap.  xiv.  Vol.  11. 
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iiefttl]f  mlbde ;  thin, 'flat*  about  six  indiefl!  by;  tw€^e> 
instead  of  laying  dcKible^.a.  thin;  Wo$k|^  shingle  i», 
iiUfoduoed  under  eadi  aeam  of  tb&  tiles,  which  re-v 
duces  the  e^peiito  to  just  half,  and  the  weight  like- 
wise. 

\The  women  we  meet  are  el^aHtly  diressed  in  thf^ 
natioBal: costume,  with  laige. straw  hats, 'whidti.  how- 
efer,  ire  not  made  of  straw,  nor  are'  hatS;  properly 
speaking,  having  nb  crowti  at  all,  but  being  quite 
flat,  and  kept  on  by:  meaAs  of  a  ribbon  tied  under  the 
chili ;  they  aie  made  df  s(»ne  light  substance^  p^ted 
ligfat  yellow^  arid:  highly  glazed,  with  a  bunch  of 
flowers  or  knot  of  ribbons  in  lieu  of  a  crown ;  biac^ 
st^,  short  full  shift-sleeves,  Scotch  kilt  rather  Ifaw 
petticoats;  y&rj.  white  .stbckio^f  and  small  neat  shoes< 
The^  are  generally  portly  ladies,  showing  a  ]K)und, 
gobd-liumqiiied  face,  with  a  very  scanty  share  of  the 
i^u:  ii&Aia  it. ;  '      '  i 

On  appaoadnng  nearer  Berne,  the  straw  hat  is  iixt 
J>ersed0d  by:a  very  oddJooking  bldck  skull-cap,  stand- 
ii^  off^  the  face^stiffly,  like;  the  fly  (^pa  of  otir  greati* 
grandmotfaers/or  rather  like  tiie;two  wings  of  a  butr 
lesfly:  .We.thbtight,  at  fest,  they  were  made  of  wire, 
but  fimndtibi  jiiaiterialB'Wete  bku^  horse-hair — ^a  per- 
fect ooatpf  mail  in  miflinery,  passing  from  one  genor 
ration  to jmother,  never  the  worse  for  wear ;  the  hair 
under,  it  descends  in  two  ^lormpus  tressed  from  the 
4E^ck  of  thecfa^addownito  the  heels.  As  to  the  m/m, 
they: haveno^longer a^national  dress.I  •  ..... 
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■'  The  (dmrdiyaUKlg  of  Grennsah  Switzeiiaiid  afe 
^(^roed  in  ^  odd  t^ie/witbfasnti^tioal  crodses  on 
eich  grave,  tridced  out  wi1&  dinall  puppet-Bbctw 
ftgatei  ei  saints  or  of  dxigtels  ddngUt)^  loose  in  the 
wind,  the  wood  curiously  carved  into  devices,  and  the 
\ifhdL6  gaudily  patinted  and  gih,  fosining^a"^ry  sin- 
gular ^^bs^nbtage  and  bver;  stranding,  mp^  of  >i]iortuar]^ 
«ei^.  i  T#a  leagiieirf]pc»n  Berne,  we^  stepped;  tcr  see 
it  tomb  of  ahother-  sort-^  celetoated  monument  of 
Maria  Lsinghans  i'  the  >]id  of  the  tofhb  is  r^resented 
breaking  KSundier  at  tHe  sound  c^tfae  tmn^i  of  the 
day  of  judgmeirt,  and  a  young  and  beautiful  womodi 
jpud^ngi  away  the  ftakgm^tswlth^^^^^  hand;  hses/out 
wi^  ^'infant  on  her  arm.  There  is'ia  great  desd<rf* 
sweetness  ill  her  ifaee^  ipixed  with  a  certain -exprjesf 
Sioii  ofi>awe,  of  surprise  at  leasts  and  yet  of:  faithi; 
but  the  action  is  scarcely  simple:  enoi^vfoii  the 
chisel.  Painting,  as  well  as  poetry,  need  fiibtteH 
idl;  pia£  of ;  the  story  may  be  le^'td  be  isnpj^lied 
liy  tl^  ^ihgs  of  hiihjwbb  rbkdft  or  iooksfdn^fand^it 
id:not  die  lea^  poetical^  part  HM  is  thus  dugges^ 
ind  not  expiressed ;  l»it  a  stone  j[)iatare  <3m  leai^  m^ 
Ihibg ^untold,  it  must  go  into  evety^  tbitmbst  trifflngi; 
insignificant,  and  mead,  detail  lUst  toinb^dbr  iai- 
stancie,  is  a  S(piiare  box^  CNr>radier/st6rie  trough^:  neces^ 
i^adly  of  small  and  precise  dimeosiqqs/lynagrflat  iii:a 
hole  made  in  the  pavement  of  thd  dnircb,.  witk  a 
wooden  cotering  over  it,  wMdi  must  be  lifted  up  U> 
see  it:  the  contrivance  is  ckimsy,  and  the  aocompani^ 
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ment  niean.  The  figure  of  the  mother  and  h&t  child 
would  haTd  been  Ikt  better  without  ^  Crick  of  ike 
brt&en  tomb^;  although  ibt  idea  inight  mbke  a  fine 
t>icture,  eft  be  introduce  happily  in  'a.'  poem.  'Alts 
monument"  wad  executed  about  Ihe  middle  of  the 
last  c^ury,  by  a  German  artist,  J;  A.  Nahl,  ooC 
of  'a  single  block  of  stone,  unfortunately'  of  too  Mft  tc 
grain.  '  "         ■  . ,  ;•    •    i.    i        .:•.•• 

It  is  a  matter  of^surprise,  that  ao  consid^raftde  ti 
part  of  a:  cotmiiy  ove^-peopled  «hoiild  still  be'a'ferest. 
The  trees,,  oaks,  beeches,  and  piiies,  c^er  than' the 
Helvetic  Leagii^,  are  magt^centV  and  many  of  them; 
having  already  passed  the  productive  age  as  timber,^ 
di'e  ehtiring  that  of  fhfe  gtescte^  beauty.  In  fee  name 
of  taste,*  I  wouM  forbid  a  iin^e  (toe  being  etat  down ; 
but  iiitlib  f^e  of  political  economy^  aM  evek  ^ 
mkhityj  I  tHink  I  would  recommeml  ctearlrig  buU  th* 
l^yi 'land,' and  planting,  at'fhe  saipe  time,  Soine  of  the 
mountailis,  whichi' by  a  stra&ge  inconsistency,  have 
been  stripped' 'quit^  bate.  l%ese  fine  woocfe  extend 
almost  to  the  tery  gattes  of  Btenfe,  whete  you  anivtf 
under  an  avenue  of  limes.  Which  in  this  se^isoia  per- 
fiime  the  ^ry  liei^e  are  seats  on  the  side  of  ttie  road,' 
for  tlie  cohvehiehce  of  foot  passengers,"  espee^^y 
Womeisl' going  to' maAei,  wi&  ashelf  ajDove,  atthe 
height  of  a  person  standing, 'for  tAe  purpose  of  re-' 
(Jeiving  their  baskets  while  they  rest  themsdives  on 
the  bench :  you  meet  also  with  fountains  at  regular* 
distanced     A  Bernese  rdad  resembles  the^bMt  loadu 
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Id  :  Kogl^cmi  oi|ly  wider ;  thcjj  are  €i$rrie(i.  in  e^eiy 
#)3Qtiqp»;  ev§fi\lo  the  l^ig^est  nKam^w)^»  <^  the  ^r? 
c^rof^e^e^pl  \s|iow&;  «njd  all  thjis,  I  understaAd^ 
If iftDut  Can^fiff,  witbp^t  a,  tw,  or  even  af  toll..  The 
vj^le  poultry  |ias  tfae^p|i^^ra^eaf  EpgUshpl^as^r^ 
gl^qunds*  :  /pie^town  itsfslf  staads  on  liie  eleyatc^ 
\»aiiks  of;  a  rapid  river,  the  Aar,  to  whiiqh  the^  Rhine  ia 
indebted  for  one  half  of  its  waters !  A  sudden  bei^ 
9f  ^j^iaF  en<dos^S|  pa  all  ^ides  but  one,  the  promon- 
t«y  xxi-wbfcfa,  jtj^;t03im  is,  bwilt ;  the  i^iopej  #  rpund 
^i^i^;:^(|i|e  ,plape8.;cpvei:;fd  m  supppa;ted  iif 

^<ft*P  by  M^y  tor^ac^s  planted  with  tjrees,  pud  opflXf 
P§ff^ing  .i;^)^erftil  yie^s  ^ver  the  surrpunding  ric^ 
oqifp^  ^  the  high  AJpp  -bfXpnd  it  ;  The  pw^pef 
w;^  pf  o^ :  pf  thesf?)  twiices,  whioh  is  one  v  huncjred 
dff^  mg}^  f(^  hig)),  beaiss  an  insc^iptk^  recGfrdu;^ 
a^.singfrfWi  ,MK^9^  wjb^  happen^^  ^^^  one  hw- 
^ffi4  a3t|4  sixty-^ipe  yeaofs  ajjo.  /ii  you^  ,.^t^?# 
^)f ipg  Q^iP^^^^  horse,  whi^h  happened  tQ.))e  grp^ 
Wthi»  i^y^v;m^  hiS:  companipi^s,  ftigbtfined  th^ 
%i^W()^^>aad  ma^e,  him  jleap  oyer.  The  h6);se  was 
kpj^V  W  though  the  imprudent  rider  bad  several 
^^  JpBWte^,  he;..smryi5^,  Lookii^g  over,  we  ql^- 
^SfjfpdJ^  the  w;^  {U'pjef^  gradually  below»  fc^'imi^ 
awfittdised Jistne,  wJsicfc  tjiou^  little  deviating  firg^i 
th(9  vj^rtioal,;  must  hav^:  jeMrdcd  the  f?ill.  As^  if  theire 
lias  Bosb^^nd  fi^iicHng;  in  it, .  a  woman  cond^Qaned . 
to  the  wheeJH^aHpw  for  s^e  ci^ime,  apd  employed  in 
sweepingibe  terrace^  with  other  prisoners,  took  her 
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opporiiiiAtyi  and  jumjied  <wei^at  t}i6  s^e  place,  twtf 
years  i^ ;  but  she  wa&  kill^  on  the  s^^.^  '  '^ 

The  mode  of  punishment,  by  labour  in  i^lMic,  sedms 
to  imite  every  poesiUe  objeiMion,  sweeping  ^  streets 
in.  chains  :is  idlieness,  scarcely  disguis^;  ^ile  hatti* 
tual  exposure  in  die*  most  degraded>of  all  i^aatk)n»i 
destroys,  at  last,  all  seuise  of  shame  and  of  dready  in 
those  itho  suffiar  and  in  those  who  took'^i;  the 
puniidunent  neither  amends  the  criminal,  'ncnr  dieters 
any  one  fiom'the  commisfnon  of;  crimes;  itandironi 
none  of  its  o6teiisifale  purposes.  Re^l  hafd&bour; 
abfitemious.&re,  and  siedusion,  long-  contihiuedi-  btrt 
not  divested  of  hope,  afifard  4he  bnly  possible  diance 
of  nKa:Blcure,  at  ^  the  same  time  ttuititis  BulBeietilly 
sev<^toqperateasa..pr)evrativec^^  i'jr^ 

The'  aide.gaUeties:  in:  Hia  sftri^ets  o#  BeYfle  ai^e^th^ 
protokjHP^  ^  ^^  Padais  Royal  at  Palis,  aUd  of  se- 
veral nevr  constnicttons  in  Ihat  capitsd,  and  in  Lon- 
don, as  they  wete  .ocigmally .  imitcited^ftoin  iSse  Loiii- 
baid  :town$,  whipbi  ftom  their  superior  state  of  dvihsEa'- 
tion,  were  the  mdddsof  the  imperial  ^towhsi  of  Gei* 
tnany  and  Switzdrl^qd,  as  to :  asehhectHre  and  maid^ 
dpal  instituti(»ts ;  iherefoi^e,  they  sfabuld  nbti  be'  sb 
9everely  criti»ded  r  Ae  pillars,  Indaed;  aie  too  massjf^ 
md,  the  qiehes  too  low,  fiar  the  shqps  to-  have'  sufficfieM 
Ught^  Wd  ^  .  Govef€id  ways,  sereeiiin^;  passengehi 
fcqpithe  winter  stomiSv«^a3L  abscdntely  lequiMteiii 
a'/Hlu^ion  l&f  B^i^,  el^aAcid  to  more  than  oBbfreih 
teen  hundred  feet, above  the  level  of  the  sea;  they 
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and  their  cpttreoi^oe  is  so  dbvlous  iti  all  dimateB; 
^ai they  MfUl  I10  adc^ifed^ in  Ume  aH.jover Euinpe.  -.' 
.  UHmi  m  easy  matttt  to  aecdmit (for  the &st  im; 
{iresficm  you  i^eeeiye  iq>(miex^mi9Beme;:  yoa  ceri- 
lamtytittnk  you  euter  9&am  y^ 

b^fi^re  the  fle?ei^;  lowturi^  it  hi&  n(M;;a  name^^  and 
Hsipreftent  pqpulatioiidoe^  not  exceeditw«lve  tfaottsand 
Midi.)   Iti^iafqpid;^lk;:yet.itJkioks^  Somef 

«luii^o£RoiQiniJtoJ€^y  ajq^^  itsMofty 'terraces^; 
IHithMie  nwisgy  £U*c1im  om,  ieapk!sidex^4he  stilts ;  in 
^  ^iM^K^tmoe  ctf:^at6l!  flowing  snglit  and  day  into 
fPiffmtliG  hmmxk;  in  the  magnificent  avenues  of  trees* 
^Elie  tefy  6i]r»ii^:.tod:.ab£»Dce  lafj  bustle,  a  certain 
atatd&iess  andtSHerfMdeBSsapourinitheis^^ 
by.  showing  it  1)^b0.nct.afQDnfiy-B3aking,town,  implies 
that  i^Yf^B^^gf^tm^&mii  naoce  ablidJaiid  pemmilent 
lyMVfees  l^ba/a  Jw^  can  .afibrd,  andthal^iancdiw  Sfaiit 
ania&teft  itait^habitants/,  Iniibto^  ofallthe  fifst-sight 
inaqpito^iDns'and'gues^es  aboirt^  B^ne^  that  of  its  b€»ing 
a  SkxtantowlL  wodd^be' nearer  right  than  any otherl 
CinnnwtBnoes,  in  some  re8{>ects -sklilftr,  haiTe  |m^ 
ducedlike  results  inthe  A^s,  ai^d  on  the  plains  of 
^ J,4itii]m»  at  tile  iitfeirval  .of  tw^nty^  centuries;  Luxury 
ftt^  fiMne  aesontfr  svfudiy.  idimoted  4o  objects  of  pi^bfiA 
»litityjr  by  t})^4rida$if  thi(^^gtga»tk  cxftho^ 

fihe  Iranydns  is&A  itobte  sbadSi,'  ydb  see  none^bui 
onple  BaadBi!iMidW€S&isg&,^^  asiy  b^gge^ly 

*  See  Chap,  vi.,  Vol.  ir. 
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dues ;  not  an  el{aipageitabe  seen,  faatmattgr.a  oquatiTi 
wa^^,  coming  to  nmrket,  with  a  o^pital  team,  of 
korseg^or  eoLOOr  well  appointed  ev^ry  way. 
^  Ariskxmtio  pride  is  said  to  be  eueasive  at  Berne; 
and  the  antique  simplicity  of  its  magistrates,  the  plain 
$aad  eaffj^  mannera  they  umfimnly  presw^  in  tkeir 
faitercourse  with  tte  people,  are  not  l^  any  meana  sil 
variance  witih  the  assertion ;  fi>r  that  txt^roal  spw^i: 
city  and  affiJbihty  toinferissrs  is  one  of  the  character 
ristics  of  the  aristocndc  goTEmment ;  all  assumptiam 
of  superiority  being  caiefiully  ayoided  .when  red  avH 
thority  is  not  in  question.  Zurich  suggests  the  idea 
of  a  nnmicipal  'aristocracy ;  Benie  of  a  warlike  one: 
there,  we  think  we  see  citizens  of  a. town  txansfiiCBMil 
intonc^bility ;  here,  nobles  who  haye  made  diemaeliree 
citizens*  .^ 

Hie  most  r^Mikable^ifioe  at  Benie  is  the  calhe-» 
dral,  built  in  the  Oodhoc  style,  on  the  fat^  terrace,  at 
the  b^inmng  of  the  fifteenth  century;  the  t^fraee  it^ 
seif  is  sixty  years  olden  We  wece  delimited,  with  tte 
diuidi  music:;  we  hear  every  nij^  in;the  streets. i4^ 
joaird^  vocal  concerts  by  the  commpix  people.  Tbi$ 
German  race  is  bom  mimical,. and. the  dijferenceis 
bbservable  in  Switzeriand,  the  moment  you  leave  .Ihe 
Pays  Romaiid.  'Hie  Germans,  being  ecpiaJly  fio^oifs 
for  wind  (.metmmeolis  as  ibru  vocal  nm8ic,:IjQ(tpedked 
to  find  their  military  music  admitablp:;:  but  hyresifai 
elsen»iiere/  the  dumsy  roar  o£ the  Turldah.  ijbrum^  «aod 
gingleoffhe  Turkish  bells,  esclud^  altog^thei;  boj^^ 


makpiy'  and  baLtoAuf ;  tli^  oii^ti  9»:  ¥iett : jbave  a 
|m^3ei^b^  coopers  bdating  theiv  oais|ta,\«id  .copperT 
smiths  tfaeir;kettles».  by  tnay /of  .^^muflksi  band. ;  I 
am  t<^  iHiis  liadtastedoes  iB>t  axtMdAoitiie Aui^tfian 

tWipS.  .-.  '-;■.)     ./j':;:i-:-V  .;.:•  :::    ./    :    •; 

'•  jftfe^  Id^-llie  SmtiAB  we^pected  iharing  Joibf^ 
tt  hcire,  ^re^  deter diined  up6a  pftStitnoDg  at  t)iice  ofuf 
iMended  tour  in  the  Oberland,  (the'ildgk  lands  of 
Berne,)  p(Mp6ning,  tiQ  ouri return;  aMther  abqiAabjb'; 
ance  vfith  this  town.  From  Beme.to  Iliun»iix  league 
infanr  fadurs,  the  finest  road  and  richidt  oowltry  ima- 
ginable t-^^^e  inhabitants,  in  their .  hol^y  r  dre$9e^i 
W8K  eiqapng:  tbemfiiahtes  at  ih^r;  doOra;  und^  th^ 
tittde  of  walnut-tree^ ;  oomfi^  and  indbp^dance  apt 
pMkrcd  (x&spiciiDW  itf  &eif  Ui6k» ;  aJthQi^histtlsyeets 
of  an  aristocracy,  they  certainly  do  not  seem  conscious 
of  a  -wnxk  of  UberCy  j :  h  tisfv^t^wfmth  itjproud  look- 
ing set  of  men  as  tke/Be^eae  peai^try,  tior .  istny 
better  fed  and  rclacL  The  peciiiaf.  dress  of  theii;  wO'* 
men  Has  1c>em  already  described ;  they  are  naturally 
good  loddng,  biitibbst.ofrthem  wdrking  iia  l^:fi($ld8» 
they  beobpie  fright&d  old  women. ,  ,Fen|^/beauty  is 
wholly  incompatible  widi  exposure'  a^iattgne  ;r^t  is 
a 'decree  of  nature,  and.ifaat  state  of  society  in  which 
tiiey  are  subje(sted  lo  hard  labour;  may  be  deemed 
knewfaatbarbaiiDua.  /T^  being.  umfcnnly;the /case 
WKOOg  s&all  ptc^etoris;  it  £brma  a  Serious  consider- 
ation in  &vbiir  of  hufibaiidry  on  a  large  sbal^^  against 
the  eysleoixif  subdivision,  ndwithstanding  its  pecu- 
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liar  advantages*.  Sunday  is  by  no  m^ans  so  strictly:^ 
rd>served  here  as  in  England  ;  many  of  the  men  play 
at  bowls,  and  amuse  themselves  in  different  ways 
during  the  intervals  of  public  worship. 

Than,  by  the  superior  advantages  of  its  situation, . 
and  its  greater  antiquity,  should  seem  entitled  to  be^ 
the  capital  of  the  Canton  of  Berne ;  Ixit  Benie  wa^ 
bom  free,  and  having  obtained  the  cession  of  Thutf 
from  its  fi^dal  lord^  kept  it  in  a  subordinate  state  ;' 
sudi  is  political  justice,  The  castle,  where  the  sons> 
.of  the  Comte  de  Kibourg  ended  their  quarrel  by  a^ 
fratricide*,  stands  most  picturesquely  on  a  rock,  with- 
every,  proper  appendage  6£  turrets  and  battlements^r 
This  noble  object  came  out  with  great  force  on  the 
back  ground  of  mountains,  which,  although  eight 
leagues  distant  in  a  straight  line, overtopped  the  castle ; 
their  blue-black  velvety  surface,  and  silvery  edge  of 
glaciers,  had  ah  uncommonly  soft  and  beautiftil  effect. 

It  was  near  ThUn,  Mr.  Tralles  measured  a  base  for. 
the  first  triangle  of  his  trigonometrical  measurement: 
(rf  the  Alps,  in  the  year  1788. 

July  14-r*The  most  active  of  our  party  rose  at^ 
three  o'clock  this  m«)rning;  to  see  the  sun  rise  behiiri: 
the  Juiigfraw.  1^08  activity  was  ikA  contented  with : 
sudi  a  sutf-rise  as  several  windows,  or  the  covered  > 
gallery  at  the  back  of  the  inn,  might  [have  afforded,; 
btit^sought  an  open  station  on  the  banks  of  the  lake ; : 
the  advantage  of  the  situation  of  the  inn  had,  indeed,/ 
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be<m  lendeced  quite  uitav^aUe  tfass  mon]Sg,.mo(»h 
aequenee  of  a  practioe^  which  is,  I  believe,  peculiar  tot 
Swiss  husbandry ;  the  liquid  manuccv  which  fiU&  sucit 
an  important  part  in  ito  economy,  under  the  na/amoi 
jawht^  0£  rmt  washer ^  in  the  German  Cantons^  and  of 
Urier,  (from  Usi^e^  border^)  in  the  Canton  de  Vaud,. 
i»  not  merely  collected  roimd  the  borders  of  the  enor^: 
mous  duDg*hill  heaped  up  at  the  doors  of  their  stablesv 
but  is  drawn  from  a  still  moce  impure  source ;  the  re^ 
ceptacle  of  our  inn  had  been  opened  in  the  night»  and 
a  farmer  was  there  with  his  beautiful  team;  and  cMks^% 
as  bright  and  clean  as  if  liiey  bad  been  destimed.  for: 
quite  different  purposes^  at  wprk  ufidef  thfr  {octi)* 
fesque  gaUery,  loading  the  atmoi^phere  at  the  saioe 
time  as  his  waggom. 

Intent  upcH^  reaching  the  lake  before  sun-risei  we 
walked  alc«g  the  left  side  of  the  rapid  Aar ;  but  the. 
river  being  now  uncommonly  high,  we  icHind  the  fields 
ami  our  path  mider  water,  and  had  to  take  off  shoes 
and  stockings,  and  wade  a  full  mile  in  water,  whidi* 
not  many  hours  before,  might  have  been  in  a  solid 
fdrm  on  the  glacier  of  the  Kander,  for  any  thing  that 
its  temperature  indicated  to  the  contrary.  We  arrived 
before  sun-rise,  and  saw  its  first  rays  gild  the  heads, 
of  the  Schreck-hom,  the  two  Eigfaers,  and  the  Jung* 
fraw,  while  the  lower  rai^  was  still  in  darkness,^  and 
befcHre  the  last  of  the  stairs  had  descended  bdiow  the 
westem  horizoiL  These  bright  summits  locked  mx» 
like  heavenly  bodies  just  rising,  than  any  thing  ter- 
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leabriai;  aokrgeand.yet  fia^tanWadf  pftmalyseen, 

and  yet  noliiiiig  Tbibio  cm  tha  wlioie  IfKikL  airfilima 

We  tumed.omr  backs  in  eontexxq*  t^n  tha  6iBi«^ivb^ 

i|.a{){]»ro(i.  and  wadh^  back  aj^dn,  mudied  Ttiiw 

and  the  inn,  wllen  othar  travellers  of  less*  erpirit  weM 

caUing  for  tibeir  breakfasts,  whkb  they  had  not  earned! 

so  well    On  my  waybaekiivms  inducied  to  look  o^r 

the  psdix^  of  a  kurge  gaidaiy  pteasaatly  siCiiated  oti> 

the  banks  of  the  Aar,  and  just  ab^m  tbet  anii^efffited 

watea^likeani8knd  Nota-txealhatwasnota^gar- 

loaCa  wafi^cor  an  arch;  notashnibor  a  fdantthat 

VM  not  a  toad-atoal  or  ai  jar  ;  avtfeet  peas,  boiybocks^. 

laifcspars,  cjona  asten,  and  other  plantar  not  ame*: 

aable  to:tle' fldieaors,  weregatbarediip,  eacbrmnd  ita 

pcde,  nugestic  and  taU^  paizdad  ledv  whiter  suul  bine; 

mib  a  gilt  head    The  files  df  painled  poles  ami 

dipped  shrubs^  encbised  beds  of  thriving  eabbaj^e^ 

andQQiDns,.ta&  heks,  atad  lettuosa^  6tm  pommies  ;  a^ 

steul  girl  was  veiy  bosy  -with  her  heavy  wsUiering^potr 

admiinstBrii^  the  Mskr  in  proper  doses  to  the  eagei? 

rootaiattdrleaves  cf  ^e  Cubnacy  vegedlabiies.    A  broad^ 

stea^fat  Ytalk:  widi  bcK.  bocdtrar,  not  gravetted,  bal 

strewed  ovei  with  kxse  isand,  led  from  the  ifon  gate 

teethe  nickfle  door  of  the  sqpkiB  oouotry-honse ;  afeir 

snadl)  stofues  graced  that  entrance.    The  gaxdena  a£ 

KmrfiDe  must  now  hade  their  diizamBhed  heads,  and 

l«m  to  ^de  of  Switzae^iand  and  Italy  that  pre-emi- 

laance  {£  goed  old  lAomm  taste,  d^enecated  eyery^ 

ippiEBrnp/elaa. 

o  t 
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boat',  furnished  twith  an  awnings,  and  bendies  at  eadi 
side  of  a  table.  It  had  a  pair  of  sculls  and  a  ^malT 
9^ ;  the  latter,  with  a  favourable  wind,  was  sufflcieitt 
tp  C^rry  us.  to  the  other  end  of  the  lake,  four  6i  &r& 
t^aguesy  in  two  hours  and  a  half  In  thie  middle  ages 
^ScJ^ke  retained  the  name  of  Lacns  Vandalicus,  na 
4pubt  from  the  Barbarian,  who  had  establis^d  themv 
ij^yes  Oft  its  banks. 

. .  We  could  see  from  our  boat  the  foaming  waters  of 
Urn  Kander»  pouring  into  the  lake  through  the  aiti^ 
^al  channel  dug  out  for  them,  rather  more  than  oner 
hundred;  y^rs  ago.    The  torrent  fell  before  into  thel 
iLBT,  between  Thun  and  Berne,  as  the  Lintb  didi 
lately  into  the  linpmat,  carrying  likewise  sudi  quan*. 
tities  of  gravel  and  istone  as  filled  its  bed,  and,  dik-' 
persing  the  waier,  made  of  the    beautiful   valley^^ 
thrQUgh.whidi  wietr^velled  yesterday,  a  perfect  marsh ; 
a.^qrt  cut  threw  the  Kander  into'  the  lake  of  Thun/ 
as  may  be  seen  in  the  map.     Lakes  seeni  intended 
by  nature  to  check  the  fury  of  torrents,  and,  retaining 
theiis^diment  they  bring  from:  the  mountains,  restore. 
tbem  to  their  beds  tranquil  and  dear.    The  Kander^ 
has  already  formed  a  promontory  of  several  hundred' 
acres  into  the  lake,  although  six  hunchred  feet  deep 
at  that  place,  and  many  rare  plants  of  the  higb  Alps 
now.  grow  spontaneously  there,  no  doubt  frbmseedg^l 
brought  byi:  the  torrent.     It  has  been  observed  .that?i 
one  of  the  most  esteemed  of  the  species  of  fish,  wfaichrr 
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%boaiid  to  tfaiis  lake,. tile  ^Sa/m(^^ MortfiM^' hail iieiuljjt 
disappeared^  since  ihe  introduction  of  the  waters  of 
^  Kander. 

.  Tradition  has  preserved  the  remembrance  of  a  tem« 
pie  of  the  twelve  Vandalic  towns  somewhere  on  the 
banks  of  the  lake  of  Thun>  and  numerous  ruins  in^ 
dicate  the  existence  of  towns  concerning  which  nothing 
is  known.  Muller  gives  some  account  of  these  anti'^ 
t]uities. 

At  a  period  comparatively  modem  in  the  ninth  cen«- 
tury,  the  Counts  of  Stratlingen,  heirs  of  the  Helvetic 
{1^  of  Charlemagne's  empire,  occupied  the  castles  of 
Spietz:  and  Stratlingen,  and  their  magnificent  court  wad 
emphatically  called  the  Golden  Court  (Qoldener  Hoff\) 
Vast  subterranean  passages  are  still  connected  with 
the  tower  of  Stratlingen,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Kan* 
der,  and  vestiges  of  the  walls  of  a  town  are  se^  about 
the  castle  of  Spietz.  There  are  sulphureous  springs 
on  this  side  of  the  lake,  and  on  the  other  side,  at  the 
jGpot  of  the  Beatenberg,  several  bituminous  springs 
rise  out  of  beds  of  gypsum,  which  yield  petroleum 
floating  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  fossil  coals 
are  found  at  no  great  depth ;  an  invaluable  treasure, 
from  which  Switzerland  derives  as  yet  very  little  ad^ 
vantage.  The  presence  of  these  substances  may  ac- 
counti  in  scxoie  measure,  for  a  very  extraordinary 
phenomenon  which  tock  place  in  the  sixth  century, 
as  reported  by  Fredigaine,  the  continuiator  of  Gregbrjr 
of  ^ours,  598-9:  ''  The  water  of  Uie  lajce.of  Th\jn*!' 


h0  -neff^  "*  biKMnft  gpoBteaBOiiBly  heated,  partfcuiarfy 
iiibout  jtbfs  moulfa  of  the  Aar  (Arola),  ^  as  to  boil  the 
fish  alive*."  A  writer  of  the  ninth  century  (Aimoins,) 
USis  ihb  Btfxy  oeairly  m  the  same  msmner,  placing  it 
ia  the  fourth  y«ax  of  the  reiga  cf  Thiari,  the  second 
Kjbg  of  Burgoiidy,  who  died  ia  613  f^ 

During  nm^  ceisfcitries,  pilgtimB  resoited  in  great 
Qmabers  to  st  ostm  in  the  Beateobeig,  where  a  holy 
hermit,  Suetonius,  otherwise  St,  Beat,  the  earliest 
jQlm^iain  in  Helvetia^  ccided  Im  days,  and  was 
buried.  He  iwaa  a  Briton,  and  had  been  at  Rome^ 
'Wheaoehe  eaaie,in1J2eFeJg9of  tite  fimperor  Claude;);^ 
to  preach  the  (goeipd  in  these  wild  regions.  At  this 
tiXoe  ^>f  ib^  Reformatictti,  the  entrance  to  Beat's  cave 
was  walled  t^  byorderof  the  govBmment  of  Berne; 
the  wall  has  Bince  disappeai^d,  end  pilgrinss  of 
another  wd  are  again  seen  here  as  &rmady,biil 

*  598-99  eo  anno  aqu3.  calidjssima  in  lacu  Dunensi  quem  Arola 
Suvias  influit,  sic  talide  dbullivit,  tit  mtihitudineni  piscrum  coxissct. 

t  Two  Fxeodi  srntets,  llie  president  Fauc^hct  and  Paptre  Masson, 
(lay  claim  to  this  boiling  lake,  sai^s  the  anti4|i^anaQ  I«oys  de  Bodiak;; 
and  as  lakes  are  rather  scarce  in  France,  .they  apply  the  story  to* 
pool  of  water  situated  near  Cliateau  Dun^  which  receives  a  broolc 
jcalltd  jiigrA,  tititae  manes  juppeatring  to  Ifaen  .perfectly  identic  mlii 
Locus  Bunenm,  and  with  Arolor^xhere  «re  great  BuiBbe;rs  of  riveffe 
in  Europe,  the  names  of  which  begin  with  an  A,  or  Aa,  Ax,  Are. 
Boch  derives  ali  these  names  from  the  Celtic  word  Aru,  or  Araii,  &c. 

J  This  acceuflt  of  the  miroducdon  of  Clifistiamty  into  Helvetia, 
a^^fearly  as  the  first  centi^ry  ^  t>iir  era,  «eems  rather  fab«ikNi» ;  it  is 
better  ascertained  that  some  learned  Scotchmen  wepc  the  first  who 
propagated  the  light  of  the  Gospel  In  that  country  six  hundred  yc«rS 
liter.    5ee  Chap.  iv«  V^ol.  II. 
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siittppers  of  lictuiiesque  beauty,  and  not  of  Pi^erf , 
A  stream  of  the  jnirert  water  isanes  oat  of  the  carem, 
iBto  whidi  carious  traveUears  have  penetcated  abonl 
six  hundved  feet,  without  disoovtf  ing  its  inmost  re- 
eiesseis.  Hie  vi^w  from  the  aitranoe  over  the  lake, 
Ibe  pyramidal  Nieser  on  the  other  side,  and  a  whole 
hoiizoa  a(  glaciers,  is  truly  magnificent 

The  people  of  the  village  of  Meilinghesi,  at  tlie 
foot  of  the  fieatenberg,  are  obnoxious  to  the  same 
sort  of  jokes  as  the  Cfaampenois  in  France,  the  Irish 
infngiand,  and  flie citizens  of  Schilda  and  of  Schep- 
penstedt,  in  Germany.  Every  absurd  story,  gross 
btunder,  or  fixdi^  tridc,  is  attributed  to  them ;  in  short, 
Ibey  are  the  Mais  e»  £»tiv  of  the  country .  Some  other 
placee  in  Switzerland  are  also  noted  fiar  the  peculi- 
arities of  their  iofaabitauts,  and  the  standing  jokes  to 
which  they  are  subject,  are  often  the  occasion  of 
bloody  quarrels.  The  peofde  of  tte  Entlibucii,  in  the 
Dantoai  of  Lucembe,  dbne  bear  such  jokes  with  exem* 
plary  good  humour :  on  the  Last  Monday  of  the  car* 
nival  (hirs  montag),  each  village  bard  repairs  to  the 
neighfapunng  hamlet,  and  then  assembling  the  inha- 
biltents^  repeats  in  extempcxre  verse,  more  or  lese 
harmonious,  bnt  sometimes  shewing  cdnsiderabfe 
talents,  such  traits  of  timr  secret  history  during  the 
pi^eoeding  year,  as  have  transpired,  while  the  man  of 
soc^  belonging  to  this  place  acts  the  samepart  else- 
whe(De.  TMs  sort  of  practical  censorship  is  allowed 
in  that  distrkt,  and  taken  in  good  tpart. 


:  At  t}ie|>Iaoe  of  Isuciding,. (Nellie 
diar-a-banc,  which  carried  iia  swiftly  lo  luterlak^ 
situated,  aa  its  name  indicates,  between  the  laj^ea 
of  Thun  and  Brientz,  in  a  rich  valley^  ramparted 
with  rocks  aiid  mountains,  which  poured  down  theif 
cataracts,  on  either  side  of  us.  The  inn  at  Inter- 
laken  is  built  oh  the  site  of  an  ancient  arid  rich  mo- 
nastery, or  formerly  the  joint  habitation  of  Augustine 
monks  and  nuns,  founded  in  the  twelfth  century :  the 
scandal  of  their  lives  became  such  that  the  Bernese, 
under  whose  protection  the  monastery  had  been  placed 
soon  after  its  foundation  by  the  German  Emperor 
Henry  Vlth,  complained  to  the  Pope,  and  after  a 
solemn  investigation  the  convent  of  nuns  was  sup<^ 
pressed  in  1431,  and  its  revenue  given  to  the  Chapter 
of  St.  Vincent's  at  Berne,  ,  At  the  Reformation,  one 
hundred  years  after  this,  the  people  of  Interlaken 
rose  against  it,  at  the  instigation  of  the  monks,  and 
their  resistance  was  not  overcome  without  bloodshecL 
In  the  early  times  of  the  institution  of  these  jdnt 
monasteries,  and  before  a  rigorous  discipline  had  re* 
laxed  by  degrees  into  the  extreme  of  profligacy,  which 
extinguishes  love  .itself  as  a  refined  passion,  propim 
quity  sometimes  occasioned  interesting  incidents^ 
which  might  be  sung  by  the  poets,  and  recorded  by 
the  chroniclers  without  scandal.  Elizabeth  of  Scham* 
achthal,  of  an  illustrious  and  wealthy  family,  when 
brought  to  the  altar  to  pronounce  her  religious  vows,^ 
declared  her  love  for  Thdmann  Quatchi,  then  a  novice 
of  the  order  ad  well  a^  irerself,  and  was  allowed  td 


mmj'im.    The  jniagnifioeiitliiiie  aiidwal^ 
^xoteding  tw^ity  feet  in  cireumfecence,  wbkh  spread 
their  shade  over  the  spot,  date  ficon  the  foundatiod  of 
ihe:  monastery,  and  the  green  lawn  under  th«i  wad 
Irod  by  the  monks  during  four  centuries. 

At  Interlaken  you  are  deemed  rich  with  a  capital 
lof  one  thousand  pounds  sterling,  or  even  one*haIf  of 
-the  sum;  and  at  Lauterbrien,  in  the  neighbouihoodi 
.with  three  hundred  pounds. .  All  that  is  not  made  an 
Ihe  country,  or  of  its  growth^  10  denned  luxury:  a 
silver  chain  here,  as  at  Berne,  is  transmitted  froOi 
mether  to  daughter,  and  so  are. cow-bells  from  heifer 
to  h&iet  Dwellings  and  bams  .covered  with  tiles; 
^uod  windows  glazed  with  large  panes  of  glass^  give 
to  the.  owner  a  reputation  of  wealth ;  and  if  the  out» 
side  walls  are  adorned  with  paintings,  and  passages 
of  the  Scripture  are  inscribed  on  the  front  of  tb6 
house,  the  owner  of  the  house  ranks  at  once  among 
the  aristocracy  of  the  country. 

After  dinner,  we  began  to  ascend  the  valley  of 
Laiiterbrun,  by  the  side  of  its  torrent  (the  Lutschine)^ 
among  fragn^nts  of  rocks,  torn  fr<Mn  the  heights^^ob 
both  isides,  and  beautifol  trees,  shooting  up  with 
great  luxuriance  and  in  infinite  variety ;.  smooth  pash 
tinges  of  the  richest  verdure  carpetted  over  every 
interval  of  plain  ground ;  and  the  harmony  of  th6 
sonorous  cdw-bell  of  the  Alps,  heard  among  precis 
pices  above  our.  heads  and  below  us,  told  us  we  wera 
*otmadefeert.         .       .        :  *  a 


Wm  JUNCTUXN  OF  THE  TITO  UDTTfiCHINS. 

Th^  TiikiB  of  tte  initeral  moM,  apparently  s^  dnw 
aUe,  and  -^t  in  a  elate  of  incenBaiat  deoboapoBiisaB^ 
f>im  A  stDkiDg  cootraEft  wjtii  tiie  i^egxmual  youth  <£ 
tbe  vegetabfe  worid;  eadi  individual  ptaot,  bo  &ail 
and  perishable^  vMI^  the  ^Bpecies  is  eteroal  in  ibit 
kadataxkg  economy  <3f  stature.  ImpetD^itible  forests 
of  Uchen  •scarcely  tinge  &e  fiur&ce  of  those  inext 
nai^ses  of  gneiss  and  granite,  isto  whidi  they  andior 
liieir  toots;  grappling  with  eubstanoes  whidi,  whan 
•truck  with  «ted,  tear  up  ks  tempered  grain,  sod 
da^  otit  the  48pairk/ 

Each  valley  has  its  a^qprxspriate  sjtream,  propoiv 
jjioned  to  its  lengdi,  and  &e  aomber  of  lateral  vaUeys 
opeaau^g  isato  it.  The  boisterous  Liitsohine  is  the 
ftoeaon  of  IM^  valley,  and  it  ^aarries  to  the  Istke  df 
Bd&aiz  scarcely  le«s  water  tiian  the  Aar  itself.  About 
indf-way  between  Interlaken  and  Lai^ibrun,  we 
came  to  the  jmn^n  c^the  two  Lutsohins,  the  bladk 
and  the  white,  from  the  differeiri;  substances  with 
'mhkk  they  have  been  in  cmataet.  A  promontory,  or 
ciicdar  terrace,  of  a  ren^ifcabb  appearance,  divides 
tbe  two  streams:  it  is  caiUed  Hiinneix&ae,  and  is 
navked  by  tradition,  as  having  .been  the  place  of 
idveiter  and  the  slaiong  hold  of  the  xidiabitants,  at  the 
time  of  the  infasion  of  the  Huns,  Muiler  observes, 
dutt  m  Switzerland  ali  traditionai  hamrcc  anddeva^- 
ttttioa  is  ascaribed  to  Attila ;  all  antique  towers  pass 
as  having  been  built  by  Cssar;  and  all  civil  and 
reli^ous  institutions  are  traced  to  Charlemagne :  a 
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wlttdh,  ^dsther  acxxirate  or  not,  justly  char 
iHcterizss  those  three  extnoRlixiary  meiL 

After  passing  seyeral  fails  of  water,  each  of  ivhidi 
we  mistook  for  the  Staubbach,  we  came  at  last  to 
tibie  house  where  we  were  to  deep ;  and  the  cataract 
was  m  sl^.  It  had  takesi  us  three  hours  to  comei 
I9ius  fer ;  in  tweoty  minutes  more,  we  reached  the 
hoap  of  inibbisfa,  aocnmulated  by  degrees  at  the  foot 
of  the  £taisbdiacfa:  its  waters  descending  item  4l» 
lie%bt  of  die  Pl^:sdibeqg,  form  in  their  oours6  several 
BBigfaty  cataracts^  and  the  last  but  one  is  said  io  be 
the  finest;  bat  is  not  readily  aocessibte,  nor  se^i  at 
all  fram,  the  valley.  Hie  fall  of  the  Staubbach,  aboat 
eigiit  hundred  feet  in  heiglst,  wholly  detached  frda 
tiie  rode,  is  reduced  into  vapour,  long  befee  it 
resK^es  the  ground ;  liie  water  and  the  vapour  uoda- 
latiiig  through  (he  Air  widi  more  grace  aaod  ideganoa 
than  sublimity.  While  amusii^  ourselves  with 
wBtdnmg  Ihe  singular  appeaxaace  of  rookets  of  wstiter 
shooting  down  into  the  itense  cioud  of  vapour  below^ 
we  were  Joiaed'bjfiome  dountry  girls,  who  gave  ua  ai 
ccu^cartcf  thieeycffices^  pitched  exoessmly  high,  and 
more  hkethe  vihrations  of  o^stal  or  ^aas  thanthb 
huBWUi  Voice,  but  in  perfect  hanluony,  and»  aldiough 
pamftd  i^  some  degree,  yet  very  feie. 

in  winter  an  immense  aodmiulatiiin  of  ice  takes 
place  sA  theibot  of  tte  fall,  sometimes  as  mtuch  aa 
tfaiee  hundred  i^  broad,  with  two  enormous  icy  8t»- 
httstites  hanging  dbwn  over  it    Wkmi  heat  rettana^ 


tiiie  :fi(Ilii^  waters  hdlow  out'  cdTenkiuav  ahaimdifi 
through  that  mass/,  the  effect  x)f  whidi  is.  said  to  be 
Ti^y .fine ;.  this.  is»  no  doubt,  the  proper  season  to  see 
^  Staubbach  to  jnost  advantage. 
;  In  the  piitriarchal  times  of  Switzerland^  the  minis-^ 
ter  or  the  curate  of  the  parish;  readily  gave  an  hp^pif 
table  reception,  to  strangers,  and  his  house,  was  tb^ 
ckily  one  in  which  they  could  find  convenient  accom- 
modations.  These  calls,  however,  when  firequent, 
iovHd  not  suit  the  slender  means  of  a,  dergyman,  and 
it  becaihe  the  custom  fof  travellers  to  leave  on  the 
table,  or  with  the  maid-servant,  as  much  as  they  would 
have  paid  at  an  inn.  But  a  real  inn,  where  you  are 
not  called  upon  to  make  a  speech,  is  mudi  preferable ; 
dhd  although  the  minister  at  Iiauterbrun  receives 
strangers,  and  is,  we  are  informed,  a  very  obliging 
and  very  conversable  gentleman,  we  went  to  the  inn, 
which  is  a  good  one. 

If  the  delebrated  waterfall  did  not  quite  answer 
our  expectations,  the  vale  itself  exceeded  them ;  and 
it  deserves  to  be  explored  six  or  eight  miles  further^ 
where,  taking  the  name  Amerthenthal,  it  aids  in  gla-» 
ders  scarcely  practicable  for  chamois  hunters.  So 
la^te  as  the  fcurteeaith  century,  there  was  a  village  of 
Ammerten,  frequented  by  travellers  going  to  the 
Valais.  A  noble  Valaisan,  called  Antonio  De  Thum, 
gave  to  the  chapter  of  Interlaken  certqin  lands  he 
possessed  in  the  'Grindelwald,  Lauterbrun,  and  Am- 
merten I  the  titie  deed,  ^tilLiexisting,^1::^rs  date  laO&i 
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SoBier^Mrxsrsi  who  Ikdohged  to  the  Valaik,'bei]igaft 
work  in  the  valley  of  Lauterbrun,  undertook,  thirty^ 
five  years  ago,  to  cross  over  to  their  own  country* 
fiimply  to  hear  mass  on  a  Sunday.  They  traversed 
the  lever  top  of  the  glacier  in  three  hours;  then  de- 
3oesided^  amidst  the  greatest  dangers^  its  broken  slope 
into  the  Valais,  and  returned  the  day  after  by  the 
same  way:  but  no  one  has  since  ventured  on  the 
dangerous  enterprise. 

July  15.— It  rained  all  night,  and  as  this  sort  of 
weather  prevails  much  in  the  mountains,  we  were 
a  little  afraid  that  we  might  be  kept  all  day,  involun- 
tary admirers  of  the  Staubbach ;  but  the  morning 
turned  out  fine,  and  we  set  off  at  break  of  day;  with 
five  saddle-horses  for  our  whole  party,  composed  of 
nine  persons,  a  pack-horse,  and  four  guides.  Hie 
caravan,  farming  a  long  file,  left  the  valley  of  Lauterv 
brun  on  the  right,  and  began  immediately  to  ascendi 
the  Wingemalp,  through  hollow  roads,  open  pastures, 
and  woods,  with  fewer  and  fewer  indications^  of 
culture. 

The  vaUey  of  Lauterbrun,  which  we  had  Iqft  in^ 
volved  in  the  rising  vapours  of  the  night,  had  become 
invisible,  while  the  Staubbadi,  and  the  other  falisf 
above  it,  shining  conj^picuoiis  in  the  morning  sun,, 
seemed  to  pour  their  torrents  into  an  abyss  of  cloudsl. 
While  contemplating  the  prospect,  it  occurred  to  us;^> 
that  a  taste  for  the  picturesque  and  the  romantic  nmst 
c&BtaiBiy  ibe  deemed  'fijist^among  the  brightest  endow^r 


«t  rmm  of  Tim  wiNOBiiNAiiP. 

mefDJbs  of  tib  bnmash  mu^r«*<fot  it  is  the  veey  last  ge* 
neratdd.  Who  would.  belieTe  that  tbe  tour  of  lim 
Wix^l&mip  WQ  ane  now  upoo,  tiie  moel  pkitiflresqud 
of  any.  m  Switzerland^  Tiras  uiuleEtakeii^  lor  tbeftrst 
tbne»  by  a  cooteiDporary  traveller,  a  disti2kg;Qifelssd 
Bernese  wtom  we  are  paDood  of  caUmg  oui!  ftieiBi 
(Mr.  Da  BbnatctteiL,) 

After  m&fly  five  boiura'  toil,  we  reached  a  di»fef 
on  the  top  of  the  mountain.  Tim  Bimsans  habkakkiD 
fjf  tb«  shepherds  was  still  xuK)cx2U|)ied ;  fiwr  the  srtow 
barong  been;  vmusually  deep  last  winter,  md  Hsm 
giafis,  till  lately  covwed,  being' atiU  very  short,  ih« 
ccw&r  ha^e  Jaot  ventured  so  high.  Here  w^  re^obred 
upcm  a^halt,  aod  barijig  iii^le£»eM&  for  striking  fife, 
^  few  dry  sticks  g^ve  us  a  cheerful  blaze^  in  the  op^ii 
air ;  a  pait  of  ^eannai  or  ^  kast  of  very  rikj^  mikM 
was  brought  up.  by  the  shepherds^  witfc  a;  ke^tJie  toi 
make  coflee  and  afterwards  boil  tiie  milk ;  very  Iwgei 
woQd«i  qpoMis  or  ladles  answered  tbf^  piifpo^et 
(rf  cups.  The  stock  of  proTiaicais  we  had  biiou^^. 
was  spread  upon  the  very  low  roof  of  the  dialet^ 
being  the  best  station  for  ovatrepas  €Aim^(re„  as  it 
affi)]Hied  dry  seats^  slopdng  oonvenientiiy  towards  the 
prospedi.  We  had  ibm  before  us  the  Juvgfr§m^  thfi^ 
two  Eigesrs^  and  aonje  of  the  highest  summits  m  ti» 
Alps,  shootk^ up  &om  an  i^Dumtereupted  level  of  ^a0ie» 
of  more  than  two  hundred  square  maktSv  and  altbougb 
placed  oucadbres  fi>ui  thoftmasii  fine  huodsBd.  bet 
above  thit  hks  <»f  Thmty  and  that  lake  aiec  tli 


hoidred)  waA  ek^tty  leet  abow  tiM  feea,  Ae 
m^jli^  xttinpart Toee still  obcdbousaadfeet  aboT^iocif 
bwd  Betimw  ii»  and  the  Jungfeoir,  the  desert 
ndley  of  Trumlatentkai  fbnoaed  a  deep  tr^icii,  mta 
ysUKh  asralaaches  fm,  with  scaroelj^  a  quarter  of  aa 
how's  intewal  between  them,  loUowed  by  a  tbondet* 
ixig  noise  ocynliiiued  aloi^  the  whote  range;  not; 
bdwever,^  a  revertaennKtion  of  soiBad,  for  echo  is  mote 
under  tiie  nnversal  wmding-slieet  of  snow^,  but  a^ 
prolongastioci  of  sounds  in  consequence  of  &e  tmc- 
oessive  F^ts^  or  fissuves-  Ibnafting  themselves,  \vhei> 
some  kage  section  of  the  glacier  shdea  down  one 
stapu 

We  soniet]ine»  sair  a  bhie  line  suddenly  (bawii 
acBoss  a  fiekL  of  pure  wlnte ;  then  another,  above  it» 
and  another  afl;  parallel,  and  attended  each  time  wid» 
a  loud  crash  like  cannon,  producing  together  the 
effect  of  long  protracted  peals  of  thunder.  At  other 
times  some  portion  of  the  vast  field  of  snow,  or 
ratbier>  soowy  icoy  gliding  gently  away,  exposed  to 
view  a  new  surface  of  purer  white  than  the  firgt, 
and  tlie  cast-off  drapery  gathering  in  long,  folds  f*. 

*  Tfce  line  of  eternal  snows,  on  the  monntains,  forms  a  curve  about 
I4y40(>  feet  above  the  sea,  under  the  tropics,  gradually  approach* 
ing  the  snrface  of  the  earth  towards  the  poles,  and*  mtersecting  its 
strrface  about  the  eightieth  degree  of  latitude.  In  Switzerliand,  the 
litife  of  eternal  snow  is  almost  S^OOO  feet ;  in  Norway,  by  the  sixty- 
second  degree  of  latitude,  5,400  feet. 

t  OufD  guides^  ass^aed  us,  t&at  pv^ing  with  your  loot  agarnst  the 
edge  of  a  beginning  cleft  in  a  bed  of  snow*  is  often  suflScient  to  deier* 


^tberrM  ^  once  down  the  |redpice^  or . 
l^diiod  ^me  intervening  ridge,  whiditbe  awKGMSft: 
qC  cdoup  rendered  invisible,  and  was  again  soon  afiwi 
in  another  direction,  shooting  out  of  some.naricnr; 
ej^yumel  a  cataract  of  white  dust,  whidi,  obserwii 
tl!^<jugh  a  teiescc^,  wits,  however^  fixind.  to  be  coii^ 
posed  of  broken  fragments  of;  iceoc  oompact  snow,, 
many  of  thi^n  sujQIcijMft  to  ovawhehu/a  jvillagsv  tf^ 
there  had  been  any  in  the  valley  whcafe  they  .feU. 
Seated  on  their  chalet's  robf^tbe  ladies  iorgcyt  they 
ijjer^  cdd,  wet,  bruised,  and  hungry,  and  the  cup  of 
^piekuig  ca/<^ati  /ofit. stood  stUl in,  their. haod».whife 
waiting  in  breathless  suspense  for  the  next  mor. 
IfOMobe^  wcndering^  equally  at  Ihe  deaith-like  sil^ice 
ilit^nrening  between  eadi>  and  the  thundering  cradi 
which  followed*    I  must  own  that  white  we  shutout 

iKiine  the  fall  oCan  avalanche;  that  is,  the  sliding  of  the  newer  ovfr 
the  older  bed  of  snow.  The  discharge  of  a  gun,  the  jingling  of  the 
bells  of  mules,' the  voices  of  men,  may  be  attended  with  the  same 
consequences.  Avalanches  in  the  shape  of  loose  .du3t  (staublfTtmieB) 
arc  the  most  4Angerousi  on  account  of  the  g^reat  space  the^  involve, 
and  the  whirlwinds  which  accompany  them,  often  so  very  violent, 
as' to  tear  up. the  trees  by  the  roots,  demolish  houses,  and  move  lar^e  * 
stones;  while  an  avalanche,  of  compact  ^ow  or  ic^^onlyrstiijtei^a 
narrow  field;  the  latter  sort  of  avalaj^cbe  takes  place  in  spring: 
and  summer  only ;  the  former,  in  winter.  It  is  deemed  unsafe  to 
cut  down  the  grass  on  very  steep  declivities,  as  it  binds  the  snow  to 
the  ground,  and  prevents  its  slicing  down :  an  instance  of  appa^^ent 
disproportion  between  causes  and  effects,  ^which  recalls  to  miixi  the 
Dutch  expedient  for  securing  their  dykes  against  the  encroachments 
of  the  sea»  vpz^'^hy  covering  tbt^m,  witll.  straw  mats  pinned  down  to 
the  gfOui)d> .  .     -.    .  J  ,  ;  ..,  ^    ♦ 


imm,  the  mere  sight  h^fat  dwinctte  down  to. the 
ethct  of  a  fidi  of  snow  from  the  roof  of  a  house ;  but 
when  the  potent  sound  was  heard  along  the  whole 
lange  of  many  miles,  when  the  time  of  awful  sue- 
pease  between  the  fall  and  the  crash  was  measured,  the 
imagination,  taking  fligte,  outstripped  all  bounds  at 
<Mce,  and  went  beyond  the  mighty  resdity  itself.  It 
awmld  be  difficult  to  say  where  the  creative  powers 
t£  imagination  stqp,  even  the  ccddest ;  for  our  coair 
man  feeIings*-our  grossest  s^isations— are  infinitely 
indflbtedto  them;  and  man,  without  his  fiincy,  would 
not  have  the  Clergy  of  the  dullest  animal.  Yet  we 
f&ei  more  pleasure  and  more  pride  in  the  conscious- 
ness of  another  treamre  of  the  breast,  which  tames 
ilie  fligiit  of  this  same  imagination,  and  brings  it 
back  to  sober  reality  and  plain  truth. 

A  celebrated  philosopher/ of  the  laM  age,  Kant, 
fiyund  the  principle  of  sublimity  in  the  double  acticm 
of  imagination  and  reasoui  exerted  concurrently  on 
objects  of  vast  extent.  When  we  first  approach  the 
Alpsl  their  bulk,  their  stability  and  duration,  com- 
pared to  our  own  inconsiderable  size,  firagility,  and 
shortness  of  days,  strikes  our  imagination  with  terror ; 
while  reason,  unappalled,  measuring  these  masses, 
calculating  their  elevation,  anidyzing  their  substance, 
finds  in  th^n  only  a  little  inert  matier,  scarcely 
forming  a  wrinkle  on  the  face  d  our  earth;  that  earth 
an  inferior  planet  in  the  solar  system,  and  that  sys- 
temone  only  among  myriads,  placed  at  distances  whose 
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very  inoommea^tif^lDiUty  u  in  a  mamer  measumi 
l^at,  9g6my  ^e  those  giants  of  the  Alps>  aiid 
tkeirciiitetiOft-rtliQae  r^vdviDg  wc»i^-*-tbatl  space 
-rrtii^  tiiiiverse~<^miiared  to  the  iuteUeotual  facoity 
^Apslble  of 'bri»giiig  the  whole  fkbric  into  the«w^ 
pass  of  a  single  thought,  where  it  is  all  cwiowrij 
and; accurately  delineated!  How  superior,  agaio, 
the  ex^Poise  of  that  fy&Jityy  when  rising  froiti  e&cta 
to  causes,  and  judging,  by  analogy,  of  things  aa  feA 
uhkteowtt  by  those  we  krww,  we  are<4au|^t  to  Jbok 
itito'  futuii^ty  ^  a  better  state  of  existeiice^  and  in 
the  hope  itself  find  new  reason  to  hope ! 

We  were  shown  an  inaccessible  «hclf  of  rddc, 
cm  the  w^  side  of  the  Jtmgfr&w,  vspon  which  a  Jam- 
nieigey^  (the  vulture  of  Iambs)  oooe  alighted  with 
an  infant  it  had  carried  a^way  from  Ibe  ^dHag^ 
of  Murren,  situated  above  the  Stauld^adhi;  some 
red  scraps,  remnants  of  the  Ohild's  dotfies,  wesrt 
for  ywrs  observed,  says  the  tradition,  on  the  fatal 
spot. 

.  Leaving,  reluctantly,  our  station  dn  the  dtalet  ^ 
the  Wingernalp^  we  advanced  nearer  the  two  £ilgers| 
distii^shed  by  the  sh^xp  edge  oi  their  mnmajt^ 
and  scarcely  inferior  in  heigl^t  to  the  Jui]^^w.  TSub 
Fin^eraarhMn,  higher  &an  them  aU,  but  six  op 
seven  miles  in  the  rear,  appeared  only  now  and  then 
by  short  glimpses^  when  the  accumulated  disndsi 
about  its  aununit  disperised  a  little :  its  fcHm  is  that 
of  an  obelisk  or  needle.    AU  the  apaoe  between^ 
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these  sumoiits  and  those  of  the  Schrekhora  and  the 
Weiterhora,  in  the  north-east,  foims  an  umnterrupted 
gkcier  two  hundred  square  miles  in  extmit,  being 
ntarly  one^sixth  of  aU  the  glaciers  of  ths  Alps,  which, 
Mr*  £bel  thinks,  cover  alx>ut  twelve  hundred  square 
miles  (one  hundred  and  thirty  square  leagues,)  on 
a  depth  of  one  to  six  hundred  feet.  This  depth, 
wiiidbt  is  a  matter  of  conjecture,  must,  in  some  places, 
exceed  very  muck  six  hundred  feet.  The  miniBter 
o&Gkindelwald  assured  I>«  Wyss,  that  having  thrown 
stones  into  some  of  the  fissures  of  the  ice,  he  counted 
twelve  or  fourteen  seconds  before  they  struck  the 
water  at  the  bottom,  indicating  a  depth  of  three 
tbopsand  feet  to  matd&  the  horizontal  dimension  of  two 
hundred  square  miles. 

Three  hours*  continual  descent  brought  us  to  Grim 
dcdwakl,  where  we  arrived  in.  the  mjydst  of  a  sharp 
shower  o£  rain.  From  the  windows  at  the  inn^  we 
Goukl  see  the  two  great  outlets  of  the  glacier,  forming 
unlimited  planes  of  broken  ice,  seme  thousands  of  fi^et 
in  l^igth,  descaiding  to  the  level  of  Grindelwald^ 
Although  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
above  the  sea,  and  in  the  region  of  storms,  this  vil- 
lage  is  so  much  overrtoj^ped  every  way,  that  it  is 
never  struck  by  ligtitning ;  while  a  particular  spot  oh 
the  piger  was  struck  three  times  in  one  year, 
and  a  large  roc^  detached,  whidi  rolled  down  to  the 
Wingern  Alps.  The  climate  of  Grindelwald  is  not 
severe,  but  it  is  so  bade  ward,  that  wheat  is  not  yet  in 
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the  ground,  and  cherrira,  their  only  froit,  are  not  qnite 
npe ;  potatoes  seemtfae  only  crop  on  whidi  any  reliance 
tmn  be  placed.  The  inhabitants  aresuch  keen  »ik>xt»nen 
that  they  have  greatly  thinned  the  game,  and  instead 
ttf  bands  of  fifty  or  one  hundred  chamois,  you  rardy 
meet  twenty  together  oh  the  Wetterhom  and  behind 
the  Mettenberg,  and  scarcely  any  where  else  m  sum- 
mer; on  the  Ischingelberg,  and  the  Engelberg,  in 
iwinter.  The  lynx  and  the  bouquetin  have  now  dis- 
appeared, and  ihe  last  bear  killed  was  in  1797,  al-* 
though  some  of  them  have  been  seen  and  pursued 
lately,  as  well  as  a  wolf.  Mountain  hares  are  ocsn? 
non;  foxes  likewise,  and  their  skins  are  valuabie. 
fHiat  tyrant  of  the  air  the  l&nmergeyer,  sometimes 
shows  itself  Among  birds  of  less  note  Dr.  Wyss 
moitions  the  coq  dt  bruytre,  the  mouif^n  pheasant, 
the  red  parfric^,  &c.  Trout  are  to  be  found  in  all 
mountain  streams ;  but  it  may  be  worth  observing, 
^t  those  of  the  Black  Lutdhine,  the  wat^:^  of  which 
receive  their  particular  tinge  from  the  argillaceous 
S(^8tus  of  their  bed,  have  whitish  scales  instead  of 
brown,  their  usual  colour. 

The  same  worthy  parson,  of  Griadelwald,  the 
friend  of  Dr.  Wyss,  already  quoted,  who  seeihs  to 
have  had  a  similar  vociation  for  the  churdi  as  that  felt 
by  Steel  in  Zehico;  viz.,  a  great  love  for  field  isports, 
gave  him  some  curious  details  respecting  the  periloi^ 
diversion  pf  chamois  hunting,  both  as  to  the  per- 
sonal qualifications  reqijiired  in  those  who  follow  it. 
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andas  to^hemoie  ofprooeeding;  the  hunter  moat 
have  aa  eweUeat  oonstitution,  particularly  to  enable 
him  to  bear  the  extreme  of  cold  after  being  heated  by 
ejserdse,  sleeping  on  the  damp  ground,  hunger  and 
thirsty  and  every  other  hardship  and  privation;  he 
must  have  great  muscular  strength,  to  dimb  all  day 
with  a  heavy  gun  across  his  shoulder,  ammimition^ 
and  provisions,  and,  at  last,  the  game  he  kills ;  be 
must  have  a  keen  sight,  a  steady  foot  and  head,  qq 
the  brink  of  precipces;  and,  finally,  patience  equal 
to  his  courage. 

CSiainois  are  very  fearful,  certamly  not  without 
suffid^it.  cause,  and  their  sense  of  smell  and  si^t 
beifngniost  acute,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  ai^rpach 
tlu^n  mthin  the  range  of  a  shot  Tliey  are  some* 
times  huitfed  with  dogs,  but  oftener  without,  as  dogs 
drive  them  away  to  places  where  it  is  difficult  to  fid- 
low  them;  when  a  dog  is  used  he  is  to  be  led  silently 

to  the  track,  which  he  never  will  afterwards  lose,  the 

•  I 

scent  being  very  strong ;  the  hunter,  in  the  mean  time, 
chooses  a  prqpter  station  to  lay  in  wait  for  the  game 
some  narrow  pass  through  which  its  flight  will  moa 
lU^y  be  directed. 

M<^e  frequently  the  hunter  follows:  his  dog,  with 
which  he  easily  ^eps  pace  by  taking  a  straighter 
dixection;  but  calls  him  back  in  about  an  hour,  when 
h^  judgf)s  the  chamois  to  be  a  good  deal  exhausted, 
and  in<^ned  to  lie  down  to  rest ;  it  is  then  approached 
with  kss  difficulty.      An  old  male  will  frequratly 


%4  CflAMOIl^  HUNIntNO. 

turn  against  the  dog^  whi^  pui^^,  and  nvliile  keep- 
ing him  at  bay,  allows  the  hunter  to  approach  v^ 
near. 

Hunters,  two  or  three  in  company,  gener^jr  pro- 
feeed  without  dogs ;  they  carry  a  sharp  hoe  to  cut  steps 
in  the  ice,  each  his  rifle,  hooks  to  be  fastened  to  his 
6hoes,  a  mountain  stick  with  a  point  of  iron,  and  in 
his  pouch  a  short  spy-glass,  barley-cakes,  cheese,  ahd 
brandy  made  of  gentian  or  cherries.  Sleeping  the 
first  night  at  some  of  those  upper  chalets,  which  are 
left  open  at  all  times,  and  always  provided  with  a 
little  dry  wood  ter  a  fire,  they  reach  their  hunting 
grounds  at  d&y-light.  There,  on  scxne  cominanding 
situation,  fhey  generally  fiiid  a  Imgi,  as  it  is  called, 
ready  ]f>repared,  two  stories  standing  up  on  end, 'with 
sufficient  space  between,  to  see  through  without  being 
seen ;  there  Otoe  of  the  hunters  creeps,  unperceived, 
without  hife  guh,  and  careftiUy  obserying  every  way 
With  hiri  spy-glass,  diifects  his  compaftions  by  signs. 

The  utittost  circumspection  tod  patience  are'  reiq[ui- 
^te  c»i  the  part  of  the  huntet',  when  approaching  his 
game ;  a  windward  situation  woiild  infallibly  betray 
him  by  the  scent ;  he  creeps  on  from  one  hidBng  io(A 
to  another,  with  his  shiit  over  his  clothes,  iand  lies 
motioriess  in  th6  snow,  often  for  half  an  hour  togcither, 
When  the  herd  appears  alarmed  and  near  taking' flight. 
Whenever  he  is  near  etiough  to  distinguish  the  bend^ 
of  the  AofTw,  that  is,  about  the  distance  of  two  hundred 
or  two  huiidred  and  fifty  steps,  he  takes  aimjbtrt 


4f  itt  Hms  ttomelt  of  raisitig  his  piece  the  eham&is 
should  lode  towards  him,  he  muBt  remaia  perfecdy 
stiH,  the  least  motion'  would  put  them  to  flight,  before 
]^  could  fire,  loid  beis  tdofar  to  tiBkn  shcft  otherwide 
than  at  i^tt.  In  taking  aim,  lie  endeai^ouirs  to  pick 
out  tbe  daricest  coat,  which  in  alwa^  the  fattedt  ani- 
miiLl ;  lihis  datimesg  is  only  oompluralive,  for  the  c6- 
Ifeur^  fbe  animal  Tories  continually,  between  l^t 
bay  in  summer,  and  dark  brown,  or  ^en  fc^k,  in 
winter;  Aocustc^ned  as  the  chaimaU  afd  16  frequAlbt 
and  loud  detonations  among  the  glaciers^  they  dd  Mt 
n^bjd  the  r&^c»rt  of  the  arms  to  mmh  as  this  smidU  6f 
^npdwder,  or  the  sight  ef  d:  mtm ;  theffe  are  instaiiies 
^f  the  hunter  having  time  ix^load  agftiU)  attd  9ttb  ia 
Mc^oid  time  aftbr  missing  the  ftrM,  If  ntt  seeft.  Ko 
mie  bu^  a  sportsman  can  ufldeffitand  the  joy  dhm^ 
Who,.dfter  so  much  tdai,  se«s  hiei  prey  >^;  wllh 
fidiMs  of  savage:ttiomph  he  springs  to  seto  it^up  to 
|aa  knees  in  soqW^  despotcheg  the  victim  if  Jie  fiods 
ittkot  quite  dea6,  and  dten  swallows  a  drai%)tt  ^f 
Warm  fai(Md^d<^enQ»d  u  eqpeeific  agaiint  gkidbkesB. 
Ife^^  gttis  die  bdast.to  lessen  its  weigitt,  tii^:tlie 
fei^t  together,  in^didili^a  mianner  as  to  pass^liis  ai^s 
through  on  each  side,  aind^then  ipsoceedfe  disAnt  the 
titK>untain,  much  lighter  for  the  additional  toadJie^car- 
tittk!  When  the  day  is  not  too  far  spent,  tlie  hoatero, 
}BsMtkg  oti^olly  their  ^game,  continue  the:GtaaoBe.  At 
..home  t)^  chamois  is  cut  up,  and  the  pieces  salted  or 
.  smoked,  the  skin  is  soki  to  make  glovira  and  leathm 
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J^f!?^(^s^  fod^ibB  boms  ate  hao§  up  as  ^  Vffi^.  V^ 
the  fanuily.    A  iniddla-sissed  chamois  weighs  from.  S^J 
to  Sieireoty  pounds^  and  when  in  good  case  yidkls  a# 
:m¥i^  99  sev^n  pounds  of  &t/    Not  unfrequently  the 
4>0£A  niadcsman  is  sheeted  to  lie  in  wait  for  the  game^ 
W;hilehis  asaodates,  leayii^  their  rifles  loaded  by 
hkn,  cind  acting  the  part  of  hounds,  drive  it  towards 
ll^e.spot. ,  Sometiiaes  when  the  passage  is  too  nfM^ow» 
ft  efaainbiSi  reduced  to  the  last  extreonty,  wilt  rush 
headlong  onthe  foet  whose  only  resouroeto  avoid  the 
jWQOUQiter^  which  (m  the  brii^  of  precipices  must  b^ 
:fyt$X,  is  to  Ue  down,  immediatdy,  and  let  the  fright- 
;<eiied  animal  pass  oyer  him.    There  was  once  an  in- 
;jstwice  oC  a  hei!d  of  fourteen  chamois,  which  beii^ 
heprd,  i»re«sQd,,  i^^hed  down  a  precipice  to  c^^tain 
,idmth  .rather  than  be  takra.    It  is  wonderful  to  see 
ijthem  dimb  abrupt  and  naked  rocks*  and  leap  fimn 
(pse.iianKyw  cliff  to  another*  the  smallest  projeetk»i 
Sttvisg  them  for  a.  point  of  rest,  upon  which  the^ 
aliglit,  but  only  just  to  take. mother  spring;  their 
agUity  made  pec^Ie  bdieve  formerly  that  they  could 
^oipptirt  tfaemselyes  by  means  of  their  hodced  horns. 
They  hhve  been  known  to  take  leaps  of  twraty-five 
.feek:dawn  hill,  onrer  fields  of  snow. 
.    The  leader  of  the  herd  is  always  an  oldrfemale, 
.  HGfet  a  HKole.    She  stands  watdung,  when  the  Otiisis 
lie  down,,  and  rests,  when  they  axe  i^  at  fi^,  listen- 
ing to  every,  sound,  and  anxiously  looking  nxmd; 
she  .often,  ascends  a  fragment  of  rook,  or.  heap  of 
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driilNtiNMm*  for  a  wide.field  (^  obiNirviitioii,  sudcing 
n.Bort  of  gentle  faisfttng  noise  wten  she  suspects  mj 
dptnger.  But  when  the  souad  rises  to  a  sharper  vote 
the  wfade  troop  fliea  at  oooe,  like  the  wind,  to  seme 
more  remote  and  higher  part  of  the  mwintaiB :  the 
4eath  of  this  old  leader  is  generally  fatal  to  theh<^ ; 
'^p^  fondness  ^r  siilt  makes  than  frequent  salfc- 
aprings  ^pd  salt-marches,  where  hunters  lie  in  wait 
^r  them ;  the  latter  practise  also  a  very  odd  nucM 
'guerre;  having  observed  the  chamois  are  apt  toap- 
ptoach  cattle  on  the  pastures,  and  graze  near  them,  a 
hunter  will  crawl  on  all  fours  towards  catde,  with  salt 
spread  on  his  back,  to  attmct  the  cattle,  and  is  imme- 
5liately  surrounded  and  hid  by  th^n  so  coiqplBlQl;, 
tbo^  hie  finds  no  difficulty  in  advanciqg  v^  near  the 
chamois, and  taking  a  sure  ai^ft.  M  other  timeaa 
banter,  when  disoov^red,  will  drive  his  stick  into  tbp 
snow,  and  place  his  hat  on  the  top  pfit :  th^tx,  oreepr 
ii^  away,,  go.  round  another  way,  while  the  game  re- 
mains intuit  on  the  strange,  objeot,,  which  it  still  sees 
jL^tlte.same  fdace. 

The  males  generally  live  apart,  and  only  come  mMur 
the  herd  kv  Noviamber  and  Plep^nber;  inMa^^the 
feimales  bring  fofth  their  young,  which  walk  from  «be 
iHM^p^nt.  of  their  birth,  and  are  very  pretty  and  tam^. 
.:^en  caught,  they  are  easily  reared,  but  cannot  lii^e 
in  a  w^^'sn  9taUe  in  winter.  Hie  age  of  each  indi- 
vidual is  known  by  the  number  of  rings  marked  on  its 
t^rQ9,  i^ath  year-  adding  a  new  one :  in  winter,  thpy 
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mh^M  (»i  thd  iiehkn  ^tkiii  and  thd  ikhm  buriOM  of 
tlid^  bdtaakts,  not  utdike  I^eelasid  mosd>  mA  on  the 
^iMMjg  i$boots,  aild  the  bairk  of  pdnee.  By  sci^GtiBfaing 
taM^  the  sno^,  &efy  also  oome  at  the  grass  and  moss 
'«jb  the  gmoiii^  wad  it  £Mqueatty  happefiis  tliat  a  whole 
.b€id  of  s<io^^  ^dri)^  off  a^  steep  cfeedivity ,  lays*  bare  a 
gtisUi  ^iSimtciip^tme.  ^those  that  fi^quent  ibiests  aLte 
^nersdly  ki^  and  better  M  tbaai  those  which  live 
tsidMy  on  the  higb^nd  naked  partd  of  the  mountaiii, 
•but  none  of  fhein  BXe  te4«i  in  winter :  in  springs  on  ihe 
Contrary/ vrfcen  they  feed  on  new  grass,  they  become 
^sftMy  and  |)o6r. 

-  *'^Who  ifW^ald  suppose  Ifeat  the  French  B^volulidh 

^ailid  i&taMoii  of ^witseerland  >eould  have  &£Kctietl'di€l- 

'«ick)i)^  lai^oti^  ihe  ^Aoieft  ofthe  Alps?  Yet  i^  it  Was; 

^afi  restrvslkAis  ^n  hilnting  having  been  set  ^side,  Uiey 

were  in  a  fe^  years  almo^  eMihikted :  where  h^*ds 

of ''fifty  ehamois  toed  often  to  be  se^ii  tbgethef, 

scareely  inbre'than  ten  were  aft*tfwaiklfr  met,  aiid  the 

'species  wotild  by  ttaa  time  hkve  been  eKtittsti  if  the 

former  restrictions  on  hunting  had  not  been  te-HA- 

^taMisKed. 

'  'It'is  n6t  -itottMQifioii  itt  the  spring>4x>^ee  on  the 
'j^lkd^^^ 'the  bodie^'^f  <^Hattidi«,'  killjMi  dufi^g  Vbe 
wittter  by  avalindtees^  by  stoa^  *oHkg  do^  lijiion 
them,  and  o6casiofifeiUy  by' i»i«tM3^j|ifid  le$|is.  ^Seme- 
limes  they  are  attacked  by  th^  l^nto^geyer,  and  a 
str(*e  of  its  powerftil  wing  is  suffi6i6nt  to  dash  ihem 
down  precipices,  where  the  ravenous  bird  foltew^  them,. 
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wd  feeds  at  leisuie  on  their  flesh.  Those  who  hoot 
die  diamots  also  meet  with  dreadM  aeddents.;  in 
V799i  on  ^tbe  Wetterhdrn,  a  falling  stone  earned:  off 
Ibe  head  of  one  of  them,  and  thvew  his  body  dowa  a 
precipice,  while  the  companion  of  the  imfartunate 
iHiitter,  three  steps  ofi;  escaped  unhurt.  This  ecsH 
tinual  exposure  to  danger  and  hardshq[>s,  and  the 
solitary  life  they  lead»  may  easily  aeoount  for.  the 
4aclttirnity  and  som^hat  romantic  turn  of  mindfisr 
w^h  they  aUre  said  to  be  distiagoished^ 
''  There  are  some  tame  obamois^  to  be  setn,  wMcb^ 
we  found,  are  procured  in  a  singular  mann^.  They 
^  natiirally  so  wild»  thiit,  when  wounded  and  caught 
"^a^e,  they  oannot  be  brou^  under  any  sort  oCoinli- 
satioxy;  and  saearly  possessed  with  instinetive  agilily ,. 
that  killing  the  dam'  does  not  secure  its  ycun^  unkto 
whcsi  just  dfiopi:  therefere,  the  hunters  lie  in  wait  )at 
4U^  pbce^  where  fhe  feknales  sesorl  at  die  prdpef 'sea- 
son to  ^cing  forth  their  young,  and  endeaivoiur  to  ahoot 
tihe  unfortnnate  animal  at .  the  veiiy '  insteint  of  partu- 

Tte  hii^ry  .of '  Grindelwald  records  only  tafo  ime- 
Knordldle  events,  which  form  a  sortof  citmtrast  ititb 
eia^h  oth^r/  1st  An  invasix:»iof'Berthdld^V.i  -Dafce 
t]if  ZJering^n,  the  founder  of  Berne,  who,  in  130S^ 
^^tered  the  lands  of  the  revolted  vaBsals  of  the  Abbey 
of  Interkkeni  under  his  protection,  mid  reduced  them 
tOr  6b0dience.r-2d.  4^other  invasi<Mi  of  the  troops 
of  Berne,  three  centuries  later,  for  the'  purpose  of 
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t^mipdUBag  the  people  to  abaodoa  tbe  caiisa  of  thw 
saipe  Abbey  of  Interiaken,  who  qpposed  the  R^i> 
'matioiL-^The  only  piece  of  antiquity  in  the  eountr}i» 
besides  the-  Jtmgfiraw  and  the  two  Eigets,  i&a  bcfl 
iteighing  twenty-eight  pounds,  with  a  Gothic  inr 
scriptibn  upon  it,  and  the  dateof  A.D.  lQ44,.iaqplyT 
ing  ih6:e^sl;ence  of  a  diurdi  at  this  early  p^od,  aii^ 
therefi}re  a  certain  degree  :of  dvilizatioo^  whidi  lias 
nbt'  since,  made  any  Yery:xapjd:  progress.  This  is 
one  of  the  very  highest  inhabited  districts  of  Switae;- 
kiid,  .andth^jefore  ci  Europe ;  the  site  of  the.  church 
of.Grindelwald  being  three  thousand  c»ie  hundred  and 
.fifty  fefet  above  the  sea*:  Standing  by  that  (SuDofa^ 
<ki  the)  l!7th  aiKl  18th  of  January,  and  on  the  d§d» 
.agidi^6fth^of  Noveniber*  you  see  the  meridian  lisun 
tiuJougfa.  a  hole  in  the  Eiger,  situated  atthe  disftance 
lof  iafocnre  two  miles  in  a  ^raigfat  line.  For  some 
weeks  in  winter  the  sun  is  not  visible  at  all.  As  the 
XJrindelwald  is  not  in  the  way  to  any  other  place,  it 
has  very  few  visiters^  and. till  late  years  nione  at  all. 
The  inhabitants  are  without  trade  or  manufadpurea, 
and  their  husbandry  is  confined  to  the  cultivation  of 
a. little  barley  and.  potatoes,  and  to  the  raising  tof 
ciltle  three  times  a$  numerous  as  tbt^selves.  Th^y 
arft  strangers  to  every  object  of  lujLuiy  but  wh{tt  is 
prddiiced  by  themselves,  wd  are  oertainly  tct  co% 
Aaininated  by  the^  world ;  in  short,  they  mi^  be  9^ 

i^  In  Soulh  Aineriea,  the  town  of  Quita  k  nine'-lliousjuid}  atol 
it^ir^yrsi^  feet  above  tbo  sea. 
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posed  to  have  retained  those  virtues  generally  as^ 
^bed  td  primitive  times,  together  with  patriaix^hal 
health  and  longevity.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  we  find 
that  the  same  causes  which  have  narrowed  the  field 
of  their  intellectual  fibcidties,  have  not,  by  any  means, 
seoured  the  purity  of  their  morab ;  and  also;  that  the 
average  duration  of  the  longed  lives  rarely  exceeds 
sixty  or  seventy  years,  having  extended,  in  a  sii^ 
jiistaiice,  to  ninety-five  years: — dangerous  fevers  fie- 
qiwntly  occur  in  the  spring.  Upon  the  whole,  i\ 
should  seem  that  both  health  and  virtue  are  better 
iwctooted  by  cultivation  of  mind,  and  a  variety  of 
Steady  pursuits,  eVen  when  not  all  directed  to  the 
very  best  of  purposes,  than  by  the  simplicity  of  igno* 
rance^  a  residence  in  the  Alps,  BXid  chamois  hunting. 

Meyrinoen,  ^tdy  16. 
;  'Hie  day  was  again  fine  after  a  rainy  night,  arid 
this  morning  we  resumed  our  journey,  in  the  same 
nm6o^  and  direction  as  yesterday,  and  having  a 
greater  distance  to  go.  Although  more  down  hill 
than  up,  we  set  out  earlier.  Half'^an-hour  brought  us 
to  the  second  branch  or  outlet  of  the  great  glacieri 
that  is,  to  a  precipitous  chani^l,  or  ec»^otr^  between 
the  Mettaiberg  and  the  Wetterhom,  descending  to 
our  level  on  the  Wingemalp.  The  ice  brings  down 
Btames  of  all  sizes,  whidi.are  deposited  on  the  lower 
extreimty  of  the  ioelined  pliane  or  channel,  whoreithe 
i^  m^ts,  forming  then  one  olr  morQ  transverse  ridges^ 
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csiHed  Merame,  paraUd  to  each  other,  and  twenty  or 
thitty  feet  high.  The  most  forward  and  distant  from 
the  ioe,  overgrown  with  large  trees,  dates  from  the 
Beventeenth  century,  aince  which  the  glader  ha^  r^ 
ceded  oonsiderahly :  forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  it  ad- 
vanced again  for  a  while,  but  is  now  falling  badi:,  as 
it  did  before.  When  the  glacier  recedes,  the  people 
here  say,  that  it  turns  up  its  nose;  and  when  advanc* 
iflg,  that  it  carries  its  nose  to  the  ground,  from  the 
peQoliar  appearanpe  it  exhibits  in  these  respective 


The  interval  between  the  glacier  and  the-Mordne, 
strewed  over  with  fragmeaits  of  half  mdited  ice>  all 
oM€X  mud  and  loose  atones,  has,  as  well  as  the  wloole 
lower  extremity  of  the  glacier,  rather  a  shabby  ap» 
pearance.  The  dusky  covering  of  sand,  dead  leaves, 
&c.,  adhering  to  its  sui&ee,  is,  however,  of  great  ser- 
vice in  hastening  the  thawing  of  the  ice.  Mr.  Sbel 
states,  that  the  ice  slides  down  the  inclined  plane,  at 
the  rate  of  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  annually,  according 
to  circumstances;  the  channel  is  generally  several 
leagues  in  length,  sometimes  ten  or  twelve^  as  ap^ 
pears  by  the  samples  of  rocks  of  known  origid 
biDught  forward  by  the  ice ;  and  at  the  rate  of  nine 
hundred  years  for  a  league  (eighteen  feet  a  y^ar)i 
Some  of  tibe  fragments  of  whiph  the  Moraines  are 
farmed  would  furhiah  curious  geological  data.  1^ 
remains  of  animals,  occasionally  brought  down  in  the 
sanpie  manner,  may  also  be  of  an  anilquity  fit  to  matdb 
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the  nmnunotbe  diseoVered  entire  aiMmg  the  ibe  of  th^ 
North  Pole.  While  the  glacier  is  thus  dragged  dow9 
by  its  cmn,  weight  to  warmer  regions,  its  Qpper  and 
lofter  suri^oes  melt  gradually  by  the  heat  of  the  sw 
and  that  of  the  earth ;  therefore,  the  thickness  of  the 
ice  is  at  last  reduced  from  several  hundred  ^eU  that 
it  was  above,  to  forty  feet,  oc  even  less.  The  iije  of 
glaciers  being  formed  of  snow  infiltrated  with  water, 
although  Yei7  hard,  is  fuU  of  interstices,  arranged  in 
a  certain  order,  wtolly  different,  howevers  fiKWi  the 
crystaIUz2|ticMi  of  congealed  water. 

In  the  year  1787,  the  7th  of  July,  Christen  Bohnen* 
innkeeper  itt  Grindelwald,  where  we  slept  yesterday* 
traversing  the  glacier  with  a  floek  of  she^  from  thc) 
distant  pastures  c^  the  BaHii;eck»  fell  suddenly  into 
one  of  the  fissures  or  clefts  pf  the  ice,  which  was. 
afterwards  found  to  be  sixty-four  feet  in  depth.  Hq 
dislocated  his  wrist  and  broke  his  arm*  yet  preseiyed 
his  presence  of  mind.  Groping  about  in  the  dark> 
and  guid^  by  the  noise  o£  water,  he  found  a  channel 
the  stream  had  formed  under  the  ice,  and  erawUsg. 
along,  reached  the  lowest  extr^ty  of  the  gl^cieTii 
and  esoaped,  by  a  sort  of  miracle,  tl^  danger  of  being 
biuried  iJive,  or  rather,  frossen  to  death,  He  diecl 
only  a  few  years  ago. 

So  late  as  the  sixt^nth  century,  a  direct  communis 
Q9]^n  eidsted  between  the  Valais  and  Grindelwald^^ 
by  a' path  now  vug^der  the  glacier ;  and  it  is  on  record, 

*  Dr.  Wys&*s  CH)erland.  . 
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that  in  the  year  1561  S(«ne  VaJais  people  came  to  i 
Wedding  at  Grindelwald;  in  1576,  also,  on  the  oc- 
basion  of  a  christening;  and  again,  in  1615,  to  a 
wedding;  finally,  in  the  year  1712,  during  the  last 
civil  dissensions,  three  Oberlandmen,  having  been  de- 
tained by  the  Valais  people,  in  order  to  compel  them 
to  turn  Catholics,  made  their  escape  over  the  glacier 
to  their  own  country.  On  the  Valais  side,  they  ex- 
perienced great  difficulty  iii  ascending ;  but  the  des- 
cciit  towards  Grindelwald  proved  fiill  of  peril,  and 
but  for  the  extraordinary  exertions  they  were  obliged 
t6  use,  and  the  labour  of  cutting  steps  into  the  ice  to 
secure  a  footing,  they  would  have  been  frozen  to 
dea&.  These  poor  fellows,  to  avoid  going  to  mass, 
exposed  themselves  to  precisely  the  same  dangers  as^ 
seventy  years  after,  the  four  Valaisans  at  Lauterbrunn 
did  for  the  opposite  purpose  of  going  to  mass ! 

Yesterday  and  to-day,  we  passed  frequently  over 
large  beds  of  snow,  accumulated  into  deep  hollows 
from  the  last  spring  avalanches,  sent  down  in  great 
abundance  from  several  of  the  mountains,  particularly 
the  Wetterhom.  One  of  the  hotses  fell  over  and 
rolled  with  its  rider,  without  any  harm  to  man  or 
beast,  but  a  complete  suit  of  white  from  head  to  foot 
Our  steeds  behaved  remarkably  well,  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  day's  journey,  we  had  all  beccMiie  so 
bold,  that  the  ladies  even  ventured  up  and  down 
many  frightful-looking  places,  compared  to  which, 
certain  terrific  passages  some    of  us   remembered 
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ex{doriDg'oQ  horsehadc,  between    Bonowdale  and 
Wast-water  in  Cumberland,  would  appear  a  bowling- 
green.    Our  guides  shrieked  the  wild  lament  of  the 
Ranz  des  Vaches,  answering  each  other  from  erne  end 
of  the  caravan  to  the  other,  and  one  of  them,  not  satis- 
fied with  the  fatigue  of  the  march,  danced  along  from 
exuberance  of  spirits.     In  that  manner  we  reached 
the  shiup  edge  of  the  Scheideck,  close,  or  at  least, 
ai^earing  close,  to  the  foot  of  the  Wetteriiom,  wfaidi 
is  eleven  thousand  seven  hundred  feet  above  the  seaL 
We  were  ourselves  elevated  six  thousand  Feet,  yet 
the  mountain  before  Us  appeared  higber  than  before, 
and  far  more  stupendous  than  any  thing  We  saw  yes- 
terday.    Once,  the  hollow  rumbling,  like  thunder, 
lasted  so  long,  as  to  make  us  pause  altogether,  inex^ 
pectation,  not  unmixed  with  fear,  of  some  impendiifg 
catastrophe.    The  noise  c(»rtinued  increasing,  with 
scarcely  any  intermissign,  for  nearly  twenty  minutes ; 
sudden  explosions,  every  now  and  then,  indixrating 
new  rents  in  the  glacier ;  we  kept  our  eyes  fixed  on 
its  blue  edge  along  the  sky,  and  ev^ai  thought  we 
saw  it   move — ^yet  nothing  fell.     Proceeding  reluc- 
tantly on  our  way,  we  were  many  limes  induced  to 
look  l)ack',  half  dreading, '  half  wishing,  to  see  some- 
thing answering  such  fearful  notes  of  preparation. 
The  guides  were  of  opinion  that  some  great  internal 
shifting  had  taken  place,  each  lateral  valley  giving 
way  in  succession,  and  pouring  down  its  stores  to  fill 
vacancies  formed  below.     Some  travellers,  who  have 

Vol.  L  Q 
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vBKLtured  a&  faf  as  the  poBture-groiaKls  oi  the  Z^ztft- 
berg,  a  i^ort  of  green  island  in  the  middle  of  the.  glader* 
where  shepherds  lead  their  flod^s  for  a  few  weeks  in 
summer/  gave  the  following  account  of  this  phencxde- 
non,  known  in  the  country  by  the  name  of  the  growl- 
ing of  the  ice*:  "  We  had  sat  down  on  the  ice/'  they 
said,  '^  to  light  o^r  pipes,  when  a  tremendous  scMnd, 
tender  than  thunder,  suddenly  rose.  Every  thing 
about  us  was  in  motion— our  guns,  our  sticks,  our 
bags;  large  stones,  which  we  shoidd  have  suppose 
immovable,  started  out  of  the  ice  and  knocked 
agaii^t  each  other ;  fissures,  closing  of  themselvesv 
sent  up  into  the  air  the  water  they  contained,  which 
fell  down  again  in  the  shape  of  rain^  half  converted 
into  snow ;  new  fissures,  firom  ten  to  twenty  feet  widei, 
opened  in  our  sight,  with  a  teud  crash,  like  the  report 
of  cannon :  a  terrible  catastro{die  seemed  at  hsuuL 
The  whole  glacier  advanced  probably  a  step  or  two^; 
but  it  became  quiet  i^n,  a»  suddenly  as  it  ha4 
be^i  disturbed :  the  repose  and  sil^[)ce  of  death  were 
all  at  once  restored,  int^xupted  only  now.  and  theaa 
by  the  whistling  of  the  marmota. " 

The  higher  ridge  of  the  Scheideck,  when  we  passed 
it,  was  crowded  with  cattle,  assembled  there  for 
miles  to  avoid  the  flies,  which,  in  more  shelteretjl 
situations,  torment  them  during  thei  heat  of  the  day; 
Tke  natural  process,  by  which  soil  is  laajacje,  was  every 
where  observable  on  the  Eselsiicken  (Ass's  Back), 

♦  Wyss's  Oberland. 
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T*here  tte  ifficovered  edge  of  the  slate  is  so  far  de- 
oc^posed  by  exposure  to  weather,  thai  large  frag- 
ib^rits,  ilpparently  sound,  crumbled  into  black  dust 
under  our  feet.  This  dust,  fertilized  by  the  cattle,  is 
itt  isom^  places  cJovered  with  grass ;  in  others,  it  is 
WdQ^ed  away  to  lower  grounds,  leaving  the  surface  of 
the  stttd  again  exposed  to  the  weather,  to  be  farther 
dedon^posed 

Borne  way  beyond  this  ridge,  we  came  to  a  chalet, 
whidt^  being  occupied  by  the  shepherds,  afforded 
more  conveniencies  than  our  halt  of  yesterday.  Here 
a  file  was  already  blazing,  in  a  sort  of  pit  or  trench 
dng^  alfomid  by  way  of  a  seat,  and  a  huge  kettle  hung 
ovei'fir  Ute  purpose  of  cheese-making.  We  had'plenty 
cf  cfeaffi'  furnished  us,  in  which  the  spoon  literally 
i^lDodoziend;  a  kettle  to  make  coffee,  and  wooden 
ladtt&l  by  way  of  cups.  AH  the  utensils  were  made 
of  mai^e,  c^  linden,  and  of  a  sort  of  odorous  pine 
(pfea»  cemJra*),  by  thfe  shepherds  theniseives,  who 
ii^fiow  nsudi'  titoe  on  this  manufacture.  We  noticed 
Ibe  portable  seat  with  a  single  leg,  oddly  strapped 
to  tiie  back  of  those  who  milk  the  cows;  the  milk- 
pailk;  the  milk-hod  fastened  to  theii-  shoulders,  the 
nteasurels,  the  ladlefe  made  iii  the  shape  of  shells,  the 
Dlllfc-gt!*ainef  (a  tripod  fotinel  full  of  pihe  leaves),  the 

♦'This  pine,  commonly  called  o/vier,  is  of  very  slow  growth.  One 
of  them,  cut  down,  when  nineteen  inches  in  diameter,  showed  three 
hundred  and  fifty-three  concentric  circles ;  and  as  these  trees  reacli 
a'liiuch  greater  size,  we  may  judge  of  the  age  of  the  older  ones  by 
the  three  centuries  and  a  half  of  this  adolescent ! 

Q2 
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vase  in  which  rwmet  (used  to  coagulate  milk)  is  pre* 
served,  the  press,  the  form,  and  many  ofther  imple- 
ments of  their  trade,  all  elegantly  shaped,  and  Yjery 
clean. 

The  chalet  itself  was  an  American  log-house  of  the 
rudest  construction;  the  roof,  composed  of  clumsy 
shingles,  gave, vent  to  the  smoke  in  the  absence  of  a 
chimney ;  this  roof,  projecting  eight  or  ten  feet, 
formed  a  sort  of  piazza,  called  the  mtlk^gfmg,  a  Ger- 
man word,  which,  like  many  others  in  that  language, 
needs  no.English  translation. 

The  bed-room  of  the  shepherds  in  these  summer 
cludets  is  a  wooden  gallery,  hung  up  over  tte  melkgemgy 
close  to  the  projecting  roof;  they  go  up.to  it  by  a 
ladder,  and  all  herd  toge&er  on  a  little  straw,  neVqr 
changed.  The  cows  come  home  to  be;  n^lfced,  at- 
tracted from  the  most  distant  pastures  by  a  hand&l 
of  salt,  which  the  shepherd  draws  out  of  a  leathem 
pouch  hanging  across  his  shoulder.  The.  gfiound 
round  the  chalet  is  so  broken,  poached,  and  made 
jfilthy  by  treading  of  cattle,  that  without  stepping- 
stones  it  would  be  difficult  to  reach  the  door ;  to  finish 
the  picture,  a  herd  of  swine  ranges  about,  waiting 
for  the  allotted  portion  of  butter  milk  and  curds.  All 
this  is,  no  doubt,  very,  diflferent  from  Rousseau's 
charming  description  of  a  chalet ;  but  the  cludets  about 
Heloise'8  residence  were  family  dwellings,  inhabited 
the  whole  year  round,  and  such  as  are  found  on  lowier 
mountains  only;  they  are  kept  perfectly  dean  and 
comfortable,  and  are  iti  all  respects  diflferent  from 
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tlmse  on  the  High  Alps,  constructed  for  merie  tern-' 
porary  shdters  during  a  few  months ;  no  women  live 
in  the  latter*. 

When  the  weather  is  tempestuous,  the  shepherds, 
or  rather  the  herdsmen,  are  up  all  night  in  the  moun- 
tains with  their  cattle,  calling  to  them,  as  without  this 
precaution  they  might  take  fright,  run  into  dangers 
and  be  lost.  A  few  jdaces  of  shelter,  built  of  logs  on 
the  principal  pastures,  would,  it  se^as,  answer  the 
purpose  better  with  less  trouble.  The  cattle  locA: 
very  beautiful  and  active,  fall  of  spirit  and  wild  sport ; 
Aey  rfiow  much  more  curiosity  and  intelligence  than 
the  rest  of  thdir  kind,  and  often  follow  travellers  from 
rocts  to  rocks  a  long  while,  merely  to  observe  them.' 
Bulls,  notwithstanding  the  'fierceness  of  their  looks, 
never  attack  any  body.  Mr.  Ramond,  in  his  notes  on 
Caxe's  Travels,  tells  an  interesting  story  concerning 
thei^e  animals,  which,  if  it  should  happen  not  to  be 
quite  true,  at  least  deserves  to  be  so.  Speaking  of 
thteir  antipathy  for  bears — "  It  is  impossible,"  he 
says,  "  to  restrain  a  bull  when  he  scents  a  bear  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  he  comes  up  to  him,  and  a  running 
fight  begins,  which  often  lasts  for  several  days,  and' 

*  The  extent  of  a  pasture  is  estimated  by  the  nuxDber  of  cows  it 
maintains;  six  or  eig^t  goats  are  deemed  equal  to  a  cow,  four  calves 
the  same,  four  sheep  or  four  hogs,  but  a  horse  is  reckoned  as  four  or 
five,  or  even  six  cows,  because  he  roots  up  the  grass.  The  Grindel- 
wald  Alps  feed  three  thousand  cows,  as  many  sheep  and  goats.  The 
proceeds  of  a  cow  in  summer  is  estimated  at  twenty-five  shillings 
sterling,  and  during  the  other  nine  months  at  thirty-six  or  forty 
shillings,  altogether  seventy  to  seventy-five  shillings  annually. 
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till  one  of  the  two  ie  killed.  Jn  a  plain,  the  l>eac  bfiS 
the  advaxitagp ;  among  rocks  and  trees^  th^  IhiU.  (I 
should  have  thought  just  the  reverse.)  Qn^e,  in  the 
Canton  of  Uri,  a  bull  weqt  in  pursuit  of  a  hear, 
and  did  not  return ;  after  searching  for  l}U|i  three 
successive  days,  he  was  found  motionless,  squ^^^^ag; 
against  a  rock  his  e^emy,  which  had  been  lp{^  dead, 
was  quite  stiff  and  cold,  and  almost  crushed  tp  p^c^ 
by  the  pr^sure ;  such  had  been  the  efforts  of  the  bull, 
^tiat  his  feet  were  deep  sunk  into  t^e  ground." 

After  resting  two  hours  in  the  chaUt^  we  pursued 
our  journey  lightly  down  hill,  through  woods  of  de- 
cidjK)us  and  otjier  trees  of  noble  growth,  f#  of  rhodo- 
dendron in  li^losspm.  A^^i4g^  oyer  tl^e  Il§icl;Lenbac^ 
afforded  a  very  fiqe  retrosp^  »qf  the  mpja^t^ns  we 
had  left,  and  the  Glacfer  of  Rom^nh  vfe  had  not 
seen,  yet  descending  iQqje§s^|cally  down  the  north  8^4^ 
of  tl^e  \5rettprhprn,  Sopn  #/?r  pa&siog,  thq  bridg?^  a 
very  djffer^t  prpspect  burstjigdl  si  once  v^pon  us,  ijufi 
more  striking  from  its  being  so  very  differ^  ftj®. 
what  we  had  bjeen  accv»stpmed  to  cpn^teipli^ate  fpi:. 
some  days  past ;  a  bird's-eye  view  s^^i^^tj^  of  one 
over-head ;  a  rich  and  s^tihng  laxids<^p^  instead  of  ^ 
wild  and  terrific  one;  the  vale  of  Hasli,  in  short, 
highly  cultivated,  full  of  villages,  and  scattered  dwell- 
ings half  hid  in  tress.  In  our  situation,  Meyringen 
appeared  like  Paris  or  London,  although  the  moun- 
tains beyond  it  could  not  well  be  mistaken  for  either 
Montmartre  or  Highgate.  This  valley  divides  in  two  at 
its  upper  extremity,  each  branch  supplyirjg  a  stream, 
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foraiing  together  the  Aar.  One  of  these  valleys  leads  to 
the  only  practicable  avenue  from  th6  Obeitend  to  Italy, 
hy  the  Grimsel>  whence  the  Rhine  and  the  Rhone 
Qow  in  cppofsite  dixectkxis^.  Numerous  cataracts, 
several  of  them  superior  to  the  Staubbadi,  poured 
down  on  either  side  of  the  valley ;  cme  of  them  from 
the  very  mountain  on  which  we  stood,  and  almost  at 
our  feet.  It  was  formed  by  the  Re»^€8ftbacfa,  a  oon^ 
siderable  stream,  falling  for  half  a  mile  down  a  very 
precipitous  dedivity,  through  strange  chamids  and 
perforations  the  action  of  the  water  has  formed.  Ccii-> 
veoient  paths  lead  down  to  the  boat  stations,  and 
amoag  others  to  a  bridge  of  one  arch,  thrown  acaross 
the  fall,  from  one  jutting  point  of  rock  to  another. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  Meyringen»  the  chief  p^ace 
of  this  valley,  after  an  interesting  day's  journey  of 
nine  hours,  mostly  on  foot,  and  with  so  little  fetigue, 
that  we  immediately  went  to  see  another  beautiM 
cota^rs^  on  tb^  (^posite  side  of  the  valley  from  the  one 
by  which  we  came.    Like  most  mcnmitain  torr^ts,  it 

*  The  Aar,  which  falls  into  the  Rhine,  ader  traversing  all  Switzer- 
land, has.  its  source  less  than  one  mile  from  that  of  the  Rhone,  but  not 
out  of  the  same  glacier;  yet  a  side  stream,  which  falls  into  the  Aar, 
comes  from  the  glacier  of  the  Rhone.  A  prodigious  quantity  of  the 
largest  crystals  ever  known  was  discovered  in  1720,  in  a  cavern  of  ike 
Grimsel ;  some  of  these  crystals  weighed  from  four  to  eight  hundred 
pounds,  and  the  value  of  the  whole  was  estimated  at  thirty  thousand 
tforiiis;  a  few  more  sick  discoveries  and  the  value  would  sink  to 
-nothing  at  alU-  The  ancmts  spoke  of  a  crystal  of  thirty  pounds  as 
wonderful.  The  largest  of  the  crystals,  discovered  in  1720,  may  be 
seen  in  the  Cabinet  it^Histoire  NatureUe  an  Jardin  des  Plantes^  at 
Paris,  measuring  three  feet  and  a  h^lf  by  two  feet  and  a  quarter. 
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brings  down  such  quantities  of  stones  as  to  raise  its 
bed  considerably  above  the  fields  on  each  side,  pre- 
cariously protected  by  walls  and  embankments ;  the 
black  sdiistous  sediment  deposited  likewise  is  carried 
away  fijr  manure. 

Tlie  women  of  this  valley  have  the  reputation  of 
singular  beauty,  and  the  nien  are  supposed  to  be 
gifted  with  uncommon  strength  and  courage.  We 
saw  some  comely  faces,  less  round  and  unmeaning 
than  those  about  Berne,  and  fine  figures  both  of  men 
and  women,  not  enough,  however,  to  convince  us,  that 
the  report  is  not  exaggerated*  These  people  have 
gymnastic  games  twice  in  the  summer,  at  whidi  those 
of  the  neighbouring  valleys  are  invited.  Some  big 
boys  gave  us  a  sample  of  their  wrestling,  at  which 
they,  seemed  very  expert.  Their  object  is  to  throw 
their  adversary  on  his  back,  and  foi;  that  purpose  to 
lift  him  off  his  legs,  which  they  endeavour  to  do  by 
taking  hold  of  the  short  drawers  they  wear  for  that 
purpose,  when  they  regularly  set  to ;  or,  ori  common 
occasions,  by  means  of  a  handkerchief  tied  round  the 
thigh,  which  they  reciprocally  grasp.  Although  a 
clumsy  exercise,  there  is  some  display  of  skill  and, 
much  of  strength,  especially  when  one  of  the  wrestler's 
lifts  the  other  up  in  the  air,  above  his  head,  whirling 
him  about  to  make  him  loose  his  hold,  and  then  throw 
him.  I  think  it  worth  while  to  give  here  the  principal 
attitudes  from  the  work  of  Mr.  Wyss,  which  may  not 
be  known  in  England ;  the  consequence  of  attitude 
third  is  sometimes  a  fracture  of  the  arm* 
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Not  far  from  Meyringen,  towards  the  north,  the 
titLsHe  of  Hasli  stands  (m  an  insulated  hill ;  it  was  the 
seat  of  the  very  ancient  and  respected  &mily  of  c»ie 
of  the  leaders  of  their  anc^ttors,  when  they  emigrated 
from  Sweden  into  this  valley.  There  is  an  old  scmg 
of  the  shepherds  of  Oberfaasli,  which,  it  were  to  be 
wished,  was  printed  with  a  glossary,  or  translated ;  it 
might  throw  seme  light  on  the  obscure  tradition  of 
this  Swedish  migr^ion.  The  historian  of  the  Qoths, 
Jordanes,  who  lived  in  the  sixth  century,  and  Paul 
Winifred,  historian  of  the  Lombards,  about  the  eighth, 
mention  these  popular  songs  of  the  northern  nations  *. 

July  17. — The  large  party  (die  grosse  partey),  as 
we  have  been  designated  here  from  our  number,  rode 
this  morning  early  down  tlie  beautiful  valley  of  Hasli, 
along  the  infant  Aar,  to  the  Lake  of  Briente,  intending 
to  take  a  boat  there  for  Interlaken ;  but  the  wind  was 
high  and  contrary,  the  dashing  of  the  water  prognos- 
ticated a  long  and  disagreeable  passage,  and  we  de- 
termined to  proceed  by  land  along  the  shore.  The 
women,  who  have  the  exclusive  privilege  of  mammg 
the  boats  on  this  lake,  assembled  at  the  inn ;  we  de- 
clined their  nautical  services,  but  wishing  not  to  be 
disappointed  of  their  singing,  of  wiiieh  we  had  heard 
much,  we  proposed  music  instead  of  rowing.  Four 
of  them,  standing  in  a  circle,  struck  up  at  once  a 
beautifrd  German  air,  of  which  we  did  not  understand 
the  words ;  this  w6  did  not  regret,  as  very  probably 

*  Mr.  Stopfei^'s  hiuii ration  ofSvnss  Vkw$. 
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they  would  have  been  a  poor  Bubsjtiiuteior  the  fedings 
w>w  «xcite4  by  the  melody,  spirited^  aow  soft»  often, 
pathetic  and  aifecting,  which  tdd  its  story  better  t)H»^ 
day  words^  or  rather,  told  another  and  a  better  atory. 
patching  eash  othec'is  looka,  their  accenta  i^e^mefi  ta 
me^  before  they  were  uttered  in  the  true  oonseious- 
ne$9  of  song,  with  peculiar  freedom,  vigour,  paUbos, 
and  grace,  evincing  a  soart  of  musical  toot  and  feeling, 
which  is  quite  national*  and  grows  with  them  from, 
their  cradle.  They  readily  accepted  a  glaas  of  wine, 
and  aoon  renewed  their  song  with  fresh  relish,  "  fof 
they  h^d  oaught  the  measure  wild,"  aqd  pawed  th^ 
fn^PfflediMed  lays  for  more  than  aa  hcMr,  with  iiiyre- 
imdita^  spirit  and  vaxiety. 

Resuming  our  mcde  of  ride  and  tie  tr^vi^tting,  wei 
pjooeeded  alcaig  the  northCTu  side  of.  the  lake  ^f 
ftrient??,  perfectly  under  abade  the  whole  wayj  by  % 
ngrrow  road,  level  and  smooth,  enioying  the  fifte  vii^wsi 
of  wflpdiy  mountains  on  the  other;  side  of  t^Q  1^^; 
which,  aithpugh  seyeft  qr  eight  th<?)*3»nd  fept  l^glu 
were  still  overtopped  by.  the  gla^wr?  of  Qyi«delw«^d» 
many  mUes.  behind  th«a.  Th^Giesba<di,^celebmt€!4 
c^laract,  and  severaj  others  of  le§%  note,  w^^  y^ 
imrceiyed,  and  ev^  heard,  ai^ross  tl^,  lake.  Tbf^ 
banks  on  our  side,  althwgh  rather  precipitous^  9p-. 
peared  thickly  inhabited  by  substantial,  fejcmi^r^  ajUL 
psoprietPHi,  of  the  soil  they  oultivate.  The  verdwei 
and  lu3;ipance  of  the  meadows^  watered  by  inniii-. 
merable  springs,  were  admirable,  and  the  fields  ap- 
peared very  neatly  kqpt :   immense^  walnut-trees,  as 
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usuaL  a^hf  and  oaks,  sliaded  the^  houses.  TraveUuig 
tbus  leisurdy,  we  reaphedi  in  four  l^Cfurs,  our  old 
<piarteiB  at  Interlaken,  extremely  well  pleased  with 
tlie  laborious  excursion.  In  the  evening  we  hs\ii, 
from  the  inn,  a  most  glorious  view  of  the  Jungfr^w, 
reflecting  a  light  exactly  like  that  of  the  moon,  and  in 
the  same  manner  borrowed  from  the  sun,  although  it 
had.  been  set  for  us^  £ba:  some  tust^e. 

July  Ig.— On  our  way  to  the  lake  of  Thun^  where; 
we  embarked  this  morning,  we  stopped  at  Unterseen, 
to  see  the  bclU,  batdibre  Elizabeth,  now  piarried  to  a 
shopkeeper,  who  very  innocently  sells  chamcHS:  horns 
to  those  foreign  traveUeirs,  who,  fpUtowing  the  ssune 
track,  call  one  after  the  other  on  Elizabf^,  and  write 
their  names  in  the  bode  kept  for  that  purpofse^)  with 
occasional  remarks  and  poetical  efiusipQ9.  Tiirning 
over  the  last  page,  vve  observ^  the  nsmi9  of  Mr. 
S<»ithey,  who,  it  seems,  passed  a  day  or  two  ago,  i^ 
recorded  in  the  book  his  adouration  of  thjB  belle  b^r 
UHire,  who  is,  he  says,  lil^e  the  Fomarina;  but  as^ 
there  are  several  supposed  pprtraj.ts  Qf  thi^  mistress 
'of  Baj^iael,  very  different  frojta  eadb  ot]^,  h$t  siifpvid 
have  toid  us  which  of  thexp  Elizabeth  res^iqbl^s ;  fit. 
Bssy  rate,  this  person  has  certainly  a  Madoi^  i^ce, 
regular,  mild,  modest,  and  rath^.  insyiid ;  her  polisbe^ 
brow  shone  like,  i^rory^  she  smiled  prettily,  looked, 
down  as  consdpus  of  our  gaze,  showed  l^r  child,  and, 
sdd  her  goods. 

Landing  at  Thun,  we  returned  to  Berjje  the  ^Bf^^ 
evening,  withoit  any  particular;  occufrepqe,  except 


Sa6  DE  FELLENBERG  OF  HOFWYX. 

being  put  in  jeopardy  by  a  cow  running  away  with  a 
foad  ofhay,  the  cart  coming  in  rude  contact  with  our 
Vehicle.  Cows  work  very  well,  and  move  more 
briskly  than  oxen,  and,  when  in  moderation,  it  does 
not  injure  their  milk.  ; 

Bernjs,  Jidy  20. 

Hofwyl  and  Mr.  de  Fellenberg  are  now  too  well 
known  in  Europe,  to  make  it  necessary  to  account  for 
our  impati^ice  to  become  acquainted  with  the  es-' 
tablishment  and  its  founder.     To  Hofwyl,  then,  about 
six  or  seven  miles  distant,  we  drove  yesterday ;  and  it 
was  our  good  fortune  to  find  Mr.   de  Fellenberg 
walking  about  ^with  some  of  his  pupils,  and  disen- 
gaged, which  is  rardy  the  case.     He  had  the  good-: 
ness  to  show  us  the  establishment  himself,  and  give 
us  mudi  of  his  company  in  the  evening,  for  we' slept 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  did  not  return  to  Bemfetill 
the  next  day.     Agriculture  was  not  our  objed:,  and 
our  inqilities  were  mostly  directed  to  the  schools;' 
therefore,  I  shall  only  say,  that  the  farm  appeared  in 
excellent  order  and  v^y  neatly  kept:  his  fine  mea- 
dow:s,  only  fifteen  years  ago,  were  mere  bogs,  which 
he  reclaimed  from. their  unprofitable  state  by  means 
of  covered  drains,  thirty  feet  under  ground  in  some 
places,  while  in  others  the  water  is  made  to  flow 
fireely  over  the  surface,  and  serve  the  purpose  of  irri- 
gation.    His  fields  are  ploughed  up  every  fourth  or 
fiith  year,  unusually  deep,  by  means  of  a  gigantic 
plough  drawn  by  fourteen  horses,  which  turns  up 
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Stones  at  the  depth  of  two  feet.  This  {xocecis  odight 
not  answer  elsewhere,  but  it  does  here :  there  are  few 
general  rules  in  agriculture  to  which  local  circum- 
stances do  not  form  exceptions. 

The  house  of  Mr.  de  Fellenberg  is  large  and  legtt* 
lar ;  when  we  entered  it,  we  found,  assembled  a  great 
number  of  young  m^,  of  the  high  school,  naost  of 
whom  belong  to  the  first  families  of  Germany,  Russia, 
and  Switzerland.  Madame  de  F^Uenberg,  who  sub: 
mits  without  repining  to  the  loss  of  a  life  of  m^Peen^ 
joyraent,  to  whidh  she  was  bom  as  well  as  her  hu9» 
band,  and  cheerfully  enters  into  his  philanthropic,  but 
laborious,  undertaking,  invited  us  so  obligingly  to  parr 
take  of  the  family  meal,  that  we  sat  down  with  them. 
The  table,  in  the  horse-shoe  shape,  held  seventy  or 
ei^ty  young  men,  and  several  professors,  besides 
the  family;  it  was  abundantly  furnished,  and  the 
pupils  talked  freely  among  themselves. 
,  ,  We  left  Hofwyl  the  next  day,  full  of  the  most  lively 
interest  for  the  success  of  the  establishment.  ;I  \sh^ 
collect  all  that  has  been  published  on  the  subject^  in 
order,  when  I  next  visit  this  place,  to  be  better  prcr 
pared  to  direct  my  inquiries,  and  I  shall  then  give  a 
fiill  account  (rf  the  result.  ... 

We  staid  only  ^  few  days  at  Berne ;  and,  as  I  pro- 
pose returning  another  time,  and  making  a  much 
longer  visit,  I  shall  postpone  giving  an  account  of  this 
interesting  place  till  I  have  collected  better  materials. 
On  our  departure  for  Yverdun,  we  found  the  environs 
of  Berne  on  that  side  still  more  beautiful  Aan  on  the 


Ml  KKVfmftU  Ot  t&LffB. 

m 

Otbers  we  had  occasioh  to  admire  befbfe.  I  Hevef 
itcw  any  where  such  a  profusion  of  walks  and  rtde^, 
provided  att  the  public  expense,  for  convenience  and 
pleasure;  such  woods,  such  ^ater,  and  sucji  maghi-^ 
fioMft  views.  The  country  appears  adtmrably  culti- 
vated ;  I  am  told^  by  English  Agriculturists,  that  it  is 
not  exactly  so,  and  I  dare  say  they  are  right ;  tut  I 
think  the  most  desirable  state  for  civil  sbfeief y ,  in  an 
agricdltural  point  of  view  espedaUy,  is  not  that  of 
stationary  perfection,  but  rather  tiiat  of  gradual  im- 
provement. Ah  increasing  supply  of  food  implies,  for 
the  bulk  of  thfe  people,  the  possession  of  every  otlier 
comfort;  but  when  that  supply,  having  reached  its 
maximimi,  stops  there,  as  it  must,  population  soon 
overtaking  it,  turns  again  abundance  into  scarcity.  It 
matters  Httle  for  the  people  that  land  should  yield 
the  utmost  quantity  of  produce,  provided  each  indi- 
vidual has  a  competent  share  of  what  it  produces?. 
The  people  we  see  here,  judging  from  their  looks,  no 
doubt  have  that  competent  share,  and  as  long  as  that 
is  the  case,  there  is  no  need  for  them  to  raise  better 
crops;  best,  indeed,  they  should  not.  I  never  saw 
peasantry  any  where  appear  so  wealthy  and  independ- 
ent; yet,  at  a  village  where  we  dined^  near  Anet, 
thirty-one  individuals,  among  whom  were  tliree  whole 
families,  possessed  of  several  hundred  louts  each,  had 
lately^^gone  to  the  United  States — ^this  must  be  fashibn 
not  necessity.  The  government,  and  the  people  like- 
wise, seem  rather  alarmed  at  these  etoigrations ;  yet', 
whatever  their  result  may  be  for  those  who  go  away. 
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tiieir  going  cu  be  no  srabject  of  ooniphiiit  for  those 
who  remain.  At  Anet  we  saw  a  Lancaster  sbbool, 
where  two  hundred  and  fifty  boyis  we  tau^  by  009 
master.  The  rest  of  the  way  to  our  old  frigidly  quar- 
ters at  Gies  was  along  the  western  side  of  the  Ls^e  of 
Nenchitel ;  the  greea  dopes  c^  the  Jura»  and  its 
woody  reeesses  on  our  rights  the  lake  and  distant 
Alps  on  our  left,  a{^eaied  as  beautiM  as  the  first 
time  we  saw  thmn,  and  gave  us  even  more  pleasure 
this  second  time;  but  this  would  not  be  the  case  with 
a  9ec(»id  description. 

August  4f. — We  left  Oiez  this  nv^miiig,  for  the  lake 
of  Geneva,  crossing*  a  hilly  country  to  Vevay,  with 
magnificent  retrospective  views  towards  the  Jura, 
About  five  miles  north  of  Vevay  is  a  wild  little  lake^ 
called  Lae  de  Br6^  or  Bra^  on  the  banks  oi  which  a 
town,  designated  in  the  itinerary  of  Antoninus  bj  the 
mufiie  of  Bromagus,  is  supposed  to  have  stood;  the 
lake  itself  bearing  the  same  name  in  several  docu- 
ments of  the  jodddie  £^s.  Not  a  vestige  of  the  town 
has  ever  been  discovered,  but  the  tradition  is,  that  its 
siffe  is  now  under  water.  Cattle  are  apt  to  stick  in  its 
slimy^bottom,.and  are  sometimes  drowned^  as  well  as 
bathers.  The  fiarst  grand  burst  of  view,  over  the  lake 
of  Geneva  from  the  hiH  above  Vevay,  did  not  strike  us 
as  mnich  as  we  expeeted.  The  Meillerie  shore,  on  the 
oi^site  side,  SafficiesEtly  high  to  intercept  the  Savoy 
Alps,  does  not  malce  up  for  the  loss  altogether,  al- 
ChoilSigh  beailtiM  in  itself;  we  had  been  spoded  lately 
by  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt  and  the  lak^  of  the  Wald- 
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stetten,  the  banks  of  which  aie  higher,  looxef  predpitous 
and  broken^  with  a  greater  variety  of  green  sieves 
and  wood9,  the  accidents  of  the  strata  mcare  extraordi- 
nary, more  beautifial,  in  short,  than  the  Meillerie  side 
of  the  lake  of  Geneva,  in  the  only  sense  in  which 
Meillerie  can  be  deemed  beautiful, — ^romantic  wild- 
ness,  and  savage  grandeur.    The  lake  of  Geneva* 
seven  or  eight  miles  wide  in  this  narrow  part,  is  more 
than  twice  as  wide  as  the  lake  of  Waldstetten,  which 
is  all  in  favour  of  the  latter,  for  the  extent  of  water  is 
nothing  in  itself  without  a  scale  to  mark  it ;  having  no 
means  of  judging  of  .the  height  of  the  Meillerie  shore, 
or  its  distance,  w:e  suppose  it  less,  and  nearer  than  it 
is.      The  dent  (Wche^  its  highest  summit,  is   five 
thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-five  feet  above  the  lake 
of  Geneva,  being  full  as  much  asany  of  the  heights 
above  Ihe  lakes  of  Wallenstadt  or  the  Waldstetten. 
The  head  of  the  lake  of  Geneva,  as  that  of  all  lakes,  is 
the  most  beautifiil  part  of  it,  and  our  two  favourite  ones 
can  scarcely  boast  of  any  thing  superior  to  the  open- 
ing into  the  Valais,  the  snowy  head  of  the  St.  Gothard 
above  it  in  the  distance,  with  the  Meillerie  and  the 
dent  de  Jaman  in  profile  on  the  fore-groimd.     Another 
striking  difference  between  this  and  the  German  lakes 
is  the  innumerable  cataracts  of  the  latter,  in  which  the 
former  is  wholly  deficient.   As  we  came  down  towards 
its  immediate  banks,  the  disappointment  was  still 
greater;  it  was  a  unifortn  slope  of  vineyards,  divided 
into  small  enclosures  by  means  of  stone  walls,  with 
narrow  dusty  roads  between,  without  a  tree  or  a  blade 
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of  grass.  Such  was  the  first  impression  the  celebrat-> 
ed  lake  of  Geneva  made  upon  us,  seen  from  its  best 
point  of  view— I  give  it  just  such  as  it  was  recorded 
in  my  journal  at  the  time— yet  I  must  in  justice  say 
that,  having  seen  it  since  under  different  circuix^tan- 
ces  of  the  atmosphere,  it  made  a  much  more  &vour- 
able  impression ;  for  on  the  various  effects  of  light 
depends  all  the  charm  of  mountain  scenery*  When 
we  came  here  the  weather  was  sultry,  a  white  glare 
of  light  and  vapour^  without  a  glow,  unifomdy  spread 
over  the  landscape,  confounding  light  and  shade  toge* 
tjier,  and  destroying  aerial  perspective. 

Vevay  itself  is  rather  a  pretty  little  town,  funous 
for  having  been  the  residence  of  Ludlow,  the  regicide, 
during  thirty  years;  he  died  there  in  1690,  much  re- 
spected, and  his  tomb  is  shewn  in  the  cathedral,  as 
well  as  the  house  where  he  lived,  over  the  door  of 
which  is  the  following  inscription:  Omne  aokm  forti 
palria  est,  ([uia  Patria.  We  intended  to.  see  both,  but 
did  not.  Taking  a  boat  for  chateau  Chillon,  w^ 
touched  in  our  way  at  Clarens,  a  dirty  village,  les? 
prettily  situated  than  any  in  the  neighbburhood,  ancj 
chosen  by  Rousseau  for  no  better  reason  tha^  a  wellr 
sounding  name ;  otherwise  he  would  have .  diQsen 
the  beautiful' village  of  Montreux  hard  by.  Not  a 
gentleman's  house  could  we  see  fit  to  lodge  the  Bar<^ 
de  TEtange,:  unless  it  were  the  chateau  de  Chatelard^ 
a  good  deal  above  it. 

Chillon,  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  Clarens,  is  a  dull 
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heavy  castle,  built  on  a  flat  rock  into  the  water,  and 
ahnost  touching  the  shore,  with  which  a  short  wooden 
bridge,  or  platform,  connects  it.  It  is  gaftisoned  by 
a  few  lazy  soldiers,  one  of  whom,  acting  as  a  Cicerone, 
led  us  to  the  celebrated  dungeon,  said  to  b6  under 
the  level  rf  the  lake :  compaaring  the  height  erf  the 
loop*hok  grates,  where  captives  weep,  above  the  water 
edge  from  the  outside,  and  above  the  rocky  floor  in- 
side, I  remsdtned  satisfied  the  latter  was  something 
above  the  former,  particularly  when  I  observed  a 
hollow  place  full  of  water,  whidi  must  come  fitomihe 
lake,  and  would  rise  above  the  ft6oT  of  the  dungeon,  if 
it  reafly  was  lower  than  the  level  of  the  lake.  It 
grieves  me  to  contradict  poets,  or  picturesque  and  sen- 
tim^xtal  travellers,  but  really  the  dungeon  of  ChiDon 
is  not  under  Water;  and,  besides,  is  absolutely  a  com- 
fortable tort  of  a  dungeon  enough,  full  forty  feet  long^, 
fifteen  or  twenty  feiet  wide,  and  fifl;een  feet  high,  wiA 
fiev^al  narrow  slits  into  the  thick  wall  above  reach, 
bift  admittmg  air  and  light,  and  even  some  rays  of 
sun.  A  row  of  stone  pillars  divides  this  area ;  oae  of 
them  has  an  iron  ring  festened  into  it,  add  looks  mvadi 
rabbefd:  it  is  marked,  by  tradition,  as  the  J)ltoe  where 
poor  Bonnivard  wai!(  chained  for  six  I(»ig  years* ;  yet 
another  tradition  points  out  the  tradt,  worn  into  the 
ipocky  floor,  by  his  walking  toand  fSro  all  that  time ; 
whidi  of  ihem  is  to  be  believed  t  do  net  know.  Many 
travellers,  mostly  English,  have  engraved  their  names 

•  Sec  Chap.  XXX.  Vol.  11. 


CQ  this  (Hilar,  and  among  them  Lord  fiyi^n's  standi 
€c«s]^ciiow.  Aaxodiar  dungeon,  ncA  more  than  ten 
feet  square,  opens  into  the  large  one,  by  a  breach  io 
tbe  wall  made  by  a  prisoner,  who  attwapted  making 
bis  escape,  but  could  not  gat  fartb^  than  the  outer 
dmgeoa,  was  re4akffli,  and  ultimately  put  to  death 
here,  after  a  Icmg  confinement!  He  must  haye  been 
a  man  of  education,  judging  from  his  drawings  on  the 
wall,  much  in  the  style  of  Raphael's  age*--these  are 
batrors  for  poets,  whidi  may,  I  trust,  make  up  for 
Ifaose  of  which  I  have  attenqpted .  to  deprive  them* 
Our  whiskered  Cicerone  could  not  give  us  any  mor^ 
particulars  about  the  tragical  end  of  the  prisoner^  nor 
^ay  who  he  was,  nor.  tell  his  name ;  but  when  we  in- 
qpnred  about  the  time,  he  boldly  said^  Monskur,  Uy.a 
fniUe  ansi  Another  soIdiN,  who  hekl  the  casdle,  obr 
serving  our  look  of  incredulity,  corrected  his.  compar 
nicn, and  said.  Ha!  ^non:  II y  a ciaq cent ans i-^ 
therefore  the  story  is  not  quite  dear  yet  for  historians, 
althou^  for  poets  it  may  do.  On  the  wall  outside 
^the  dilflijeau,  towards  the  lake,  the  words  IMerti  ft 
P^OHe  wa^e  inscribed  in  gigantic  letters,  with  the  (jbi^ 
181$,  instead  of  the  Bernese  arms,  vduch  were  thei« 
befwe  the  Revd^iition.-^Somahow  I  always  susped, 
vrhea  Uberty  and  comitry^  are  thus  ostentatiously  thrill 
fOTwaid,  that  there  is  very  little  of  the  one,  and  IhsU,  the 
other  ia  in  considaiaMe  danger;  yet  I  believe  it  does 
not  apj^y  to  tiie  Cantcm  de  Vaud,  and  that  the  inscrip- 
ticMi  is  only  a  flourish,  in  imitation  of  the  old  revohi- 
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tionary  style  in  France ;  at  any  rate,  I  was  sorry  to 
«ee  the  style  of  1793  in  so  recent  an  inscription.  The 
boatmen^  listening  to  our  conversation  about  Julie 
and  St.  Prmx,  and  the  latter  seeing  from  Meillerie, 
by  means  of  a  spy-glass,  what  was  doing  at  Clarens, 
an  old  man  at  the  oar  exclaimed  that  this  ^t.  Preux 
must  have  been  the  biggest  liar  that  ever  was,  for  sure 
he  could  see  no  such  thing  from  Meillerie ! 

We  went  from  Vevay  to  Lausanne  in  three  hours, 
by  an  excellent  road,  but  so  narrow,  that  it  is  not 
without  difficulty  two  carriages  can  pass  each  other^ 
and  the  land  is  so  valuable,  that  it  is  not  very  proba- 
ble the  defect  will  soon  be  amended.  An  arpeht  of 
vineyard,  forty  thousand  square  feet,  sells  for  six  hun- 
dred pounds  sterling, — ^this  is  the  district  of  the  vin 
de  la  Vaud;  of  course^  there  is  not  a  tree,  nor  jany  thing 
green,  but  the  vines,  protected  by  stone  walls  against 
intruders.  Lausanne  is  High  above  the  lake,  and 
therdbre  enjoys  a  fine  prospect ;  otherwise,  as  far  as 
a  transient  view  of  it  allowed  us  to  form  an  opinion^ 
it  is  hideous  enough.  I  should  have  supposed  the 
<x)untry  about  it  insignificant;  yet  I  have  found  it  since 
far  otherwise,  as  soon  as  you  leave  the  re^on  of  the 
^vineyards  dlaag  the  lake^  and  penetrate  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  country—for  the  cultivati(»i  of  the  vines, 
wherever  it  prevails,  is  fatal  to  all  picturesque  beauty. 
The  Gothic  cathedral  of  Lausanne  is  very  fine,  and 
its  terrace  affords  the  finest  imaginable  prospect^  not 
of  the  opposite  shore  only,  but  of  the  high  Alps  be- 
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yond — ^that  is,  under  a  more  fitvourable  state  of  the 
atmosphere,  than  it  was  our  fortune  to  enjoy,  although 
much  improved  since  yesterday ;  for  to  the  odour- 
less glare,  of  which  we  complained,  a  dark  lowering 
sky  had  succeeded,  threatening  a  storm,  and  the  op- 
posite shore,  instead  of  a  poorish  gray  tinge,  was  now 
jet  black,  with  a  streak  of  snow  on  the  top. 

It  rained  in  torrents  last  night,  and  we  expedied  it 
would  clear  the  air,  but  the  same  sort  of  unpicturesque 
haze  still  hung  over  the  landscape,  and  prevented 
our  enjoying  the  very  celebrated  point  of  view  from 
the  Signal^  a  high  spot  behind  the  town,  and  above 
one  thousand  two  hundred  feet  above  the  lake :  dis- 
tant objects  being  veiled  at  present,  we  only  saw  the 
lake  south  of  us,  and  towards  the  west  a  level  tracC 
<rfrich  country  chequered  with  enclosures,  and  many 
a  red  tile  roof:  dose  to  the  Signai  is  an  extensive 
wood  of  fine  trees,  where  you  may  walk  undef  a 
boundless  contiguity  of  shade,  with  occasionalglimp- 
ses  of  the  prospect.  We  shall  see  the  environs  of 
Lausanne  more  at  leisure  another  time. 

Gibbon's  house  is  one  of  the  main  sights  Lausanne 
affords.  The  family  who  occupies  it  is  rather  annoyed 
with  the  increasing  multitude  of  curious  travellers,  yet 
availing  ourselves  of  an  introduction,  we  visited  the 
premises.  The  prmcipal  rooms  are  now  uSsed  as  a 
counting-house ;  the  few  trees  on  the  terrace  have 
bisen  cut  down,  and  the  grounds  below  are  ^ery  lit- 
tery, and  planted  with  shabby  fruit  trees,  but  were 
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no  doubt,  better  in  Gibbon's  time,  yet  it  could  never 
have  been  any  great  things.  You  go  down  to  this 
terrace  by  a  long  flight  of  narrow  stone  stairs  inside 
tibehousfe,  as  if  to  aoellar;  the  terrace  itself  is  a  mere 
slip,  seventy  or  eighty  yards  long,  by  ten  iii  width, 
with  a  low  parapet  wall  towards  the  prospect— an  old-? 
fashioned  harbour  of  cut  cAarmt//e  (dwarf  beech)  at  the 
end  of  the  terrace  encloses  the  petit  cahmet,  ^here 
Gibbon  says  he  wrote  the  last  lines  of  his  ''  Dedine 
and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire" — ^it  is  itself  dedtin* 
ing  and  faUing  to  ruin ;  in  short,  0very  thing  has  been 
done  to  S&senchcmt  the  place.  The  people  of  the 
house  are  much  diverted  at  many  of  the  visitors  piok^ 
ing  up  a  little  of  the  earth  to  carry  away.  Gibbon 
lias  not  left  here  a  pleasing  remembrance  of  himself; 
whimsically  particular  about  his  hours,  very  s^sh, 
disgusting  in  bis  appearaince,  an  English  traveller 
published  an  account  of  him  and  of  his  mode  of  life, 
absurd  and  rather  offensive :  yet  a  gross  mistake  he 
had  committed  was  so  gratifying  to  Gibbon,  that  he 
forgave  all  the  rest-~he  said  that  the  historian  rode 
on  horseback  every  morning'. 

We  left  Lausamie  by  an  avenue  of  enonnous  lime- 
trees,  on  the  banks  of  the  lake, 'where  the  dd  Lau- 
sanne, LoMonnCy  stood,  under  the  Romans,  about  one 
mile  west  of  the  modem  town.  It  ww  swallowed  up, 
nearly  thirteen  hundred  y^ars  ago,  by  a  suddim  swell 
of  the  lake,  in  consequence  of  a  fall  of  rodcs  into  the 
water  on  the  Meillerie  side,  which  sent  stich:  a  wavft 
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agposft  the  lake,  although  fourteen  miles  dislaQt  ia 
^  stiaii^t  line,  as  overwhehned  apd  (Jestjroyed,  aqft 
Ijounfmi^  alpae,.  where  qo^  &»r  or  five  hiwaes  re-, 
miuned  stAOftipg,  as  the  antiqusoian  Lays  de  Bodiat 
tetts  us,  but  ajl  the  other  towns  and  villages  along  t^ 
8bore«  The  foundatiiwa  of  buildings*  medals,  and 
fm^  bronze  statues,  have  often  been  discpvered  <mi 
t^  site  of  the  old  town* 

Fr(xn  Lausanne  to  Merges  and  the  river  of  Aur* 
bippq^,  the  banks  of  the  lat^,  Iow:er,  lopre  fertile,  and 
IfPh  £iitt^  tp  thv^.  cultivation  of  the  nEiop^  lure  so  &< 

pleasant^.  We  <»i»  9ay  nothing  of  4ie  prospect,  8a}4 
to  bo  very  fine,  b«Bt  invisible  to  us. 

The  d^tew  of  Pr^Dgin,  between  Idcsges  and 
l^icai,  was  formerly  inhabited  by,  a^  is  still  the  pr<v 
perty  of,  Jpsei^  BucHiaparte,  Its  high  terra(»s,  aq4 
bro^  frc^  with  wings,  give  it,  at  ^  distance^  i^std^ 
a  {Hdncely  appearance;  but,  cxi  near  inqpeetioi^ 
ev^  thiqg  about  it  appears  jn  v^iry  ipdiflS^oen^  ta^te; 
;eql41ine^r  plantations  of  cut  trees^—a  fonnsd  partense 
of  gaudy  flowers,  in  cprnps^tments  befcnre  the;  wior 
dpif s^every  inch  of  the  grcund  besi^eft  cpVi^^ 
with  vines,  except  the  ponAr,  opt  ^  low  pa^  of  Uif 
shore,  filled  w^  young  plantations^  whid^  hav^  no 
€}iQ^yet.  Theini|ide  of  the  ch&teau  is  cutMp.by 
egd^l^ss  {ms^f^es  leading  tp  blind  rQQm^.  ?roia 
^J^  I  heiM^d  in  the  neig^ibourhood,  I  should  jjiflge 
Sk%  iQorals  of  the  ooim  of  Pr^ngin  not  ^  hjKire  b»e«  «! 
btj^tei;  tM^- 
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^  At  Copet,  we  visited  a  spot  heneeforth  cowecrated, 
many  years  the  residence  of  Mr.  Necker  and  his 
celebrated  daughter  -.it  is  become  their  common  tomb;^ 
Not  to  intrude  upon  the  family  so  soon  after  their 
irreparable  loss,  we  merely  desired  to  be  permitted  to 
see  the  groitiids^  and  admired  a  walk,  conducted  wilb 
much  taste  along  a  lively  little  stream,  shaded  with 
fine  old  trees  of  natural  growth  and  foresty  appear-' 
ance :  the  rest  is  nothing. 

The  death  of  Madame  de  Stael  seems,  for  the 
present,- to  have  disarmed  her  numerous  political  ene- 
mies :  and  the  tongue  of  slander  is  silent.  Her  warm, 
generous,  forgiving  temper,  her  romantic  enthusiasm, 
her  unrivalled  powers  of  conversaticMi,  her  genius, 
are  ^  alone  remaoabered.  The  place  of  this  extraor- 
diniary  woman  is  marked  among  the. most  eloquent 
writers  of  any  age ;  among  the  best  delineators  of 
human  feelings  and  passions  ;  amcmg  the  truest  hisi 
torians  of  the  heart.  She  might  hot  possess  much 
positive  knowledge ;  sometimes  she  spoke  of  things 
she  did' not  thoroughly  understand;  her  imagination 
often  took  the  lead  of  her  judgment,  but*  her  errors 
were  invariably  on  the  geneix)us  side,  and  still  be- 
'spoke  greataess  of  mind  and  elevated  sentiments. 

I  had  seen  Madame  de  Stael  a  child ;  and  I  saw 
♦ler  again  on  her  desAh-bed^,  The  intennediate  years 
were.spent  in  another  hemisphere,  as  far  as  pestdble 
from  the  scenes  in  Ivhich  she  lived.  Mixing  again, 
not  many  months  since,  with  a  world  in  whi{;h  I  astk 
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a  strange,  ami  feel  I  skall  rmoain  so,  I  just  saw 
iMs  odebrated  woman,  and  heard,  as  it  were,,  her 
last  words,  as  I  had  read  her  works  before,  unin- 
flii^iced  by  any  local  bias.  Perhaps  the  impressions 
of  a  man,  thus  dropped  from  another  world  into  this 
one,  may  be  deemed  something  like  those  of  posterity. 
*  Hie  main  defect  of  Madame  de  Stael's  mode  of 
a^snpositicm,  perhaps  the  only  one,  is  an  excessive 
ambition  of  eloquence.  The  mind  finds  no  rest  any 
where ;  every  sentence  is  replete  wilh  meanii^,  folly 
freiglrted  with  jAilosophy  and  with  wit,  sometimes, 
indeed,  overladen:  no  careless  expression  ever  es- 
capes her;  no  redundancy,  amidst  so  much  exuber- 
ance ;  and  if  you  had  to  make  an  abstract  of  what  she 
wrote,  although  you  might  wish  to  render  it  deaxer 
and  simpler,  you  would  scarcely  know  what  to  strike 
ofl^  or  how  to  clothe  tlie  thoughts  in  more  compendi- 
ous language ;  so  harmonious  and  so  strong  is  her's. 
Yet  she  could  compose  in  company,  and  write  while 
conversing. 

^  You  are  told,  in  France,  that  the  style  of  Madame 
tie  StaXi  is  not  thoroughly  Fir^ch,  and  no.  dottbt  it 
must  appear  iso  to  those  whose  language,  like  an  old 
coin  too  long  in  circulation,  has  lost  its  stamp,  and 
is  wom  smooth  into  a  perfect  blank :  to  those  who 
have  bonisheid  originality  of  thought  anid  of  expres- 
^oa  from  their  literature,  as  completely  as  nature 
fix)m  their  gardens ;  whose:  style,  trim  ias  (heir  par- 
terres^  nev»  strays  beyond  the  box  border  and  sandy 
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walk;  and  who,  in  despair  of  ever  producing  any 
thing  onginal  themaelyes,  with  those  shackles  in 
whidi  they  have  been  tau^  to  pace,  feed  oa  trans-, 
ladons.  It  is  strange  that  a  people,  whose  boast  has 
been  for  years  to  set  forms  and  precedents  at  de& 
aooe,  in  matters  of  law  and  govenunent,  should  thus 
be  the  willing  slaves  of  forms  and  precedents  in 
Blatters  of  taste,  and  perversely  fetter  g^us  with,  a 
preposterous  sort  of  l^iUimacy,  while  political  legiti- 
qtacy  is  their  scorn. 

Madame  de  Stael  lived  for  convocation ;  she  was 
not  happy  out  of  a  large  cirde,  and  a  French  circle, 
where  she  could  be  heard  in  her  own  language  to  the 
best  advantage.  Her  extravagant  admiration  of  the 
Paris  society  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  genuine 
admiration  of  herself;  it  was  the  best  mirror  she 
could  get,  and  that  was  alL  Ambitious  of  all  sorts 
of  notoriety,  she  would  have  given  the  wodd  to  have 
been  bom  noble  and  a  beauty ;  yet  there  was  in  UbiB 
excessive  vanity  so  much  honesty  and  fiistnkness,  it 
was  so  oitirely  void  of  affisctation  and  trick»  she 
made  so  &ir  and  so  irresistible  an  appeal  to  yoiv 
own  sense  of  her  worth,  that  what  would  have  been 
laughi^ble  in  any  one  else,  was  afanoat  respeotaUe  in 
her*  That  ambition  of  eloquoice,  so  ccmspicuous  in 
her  ynitijags,  was  puch  less  obseryaUe  in  herconver* 
sati<m;  there  wm  more  abandon  in  what  she  said, 
than  in  what  she  wrote;  while  speaking,  die  spoo- 
taneous  inspiration  was  no  labour,  but  ajyi  pleasure; 
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conscious  of  extraordinary  powers,  she  gave  herself 
up  to  the  present  enjoyment  off  the  good  things  and 
the  deep  things  flowing  in  a  full  stream  from  her  own 
well-stored  mind  and  luxuriant  fimcy.  The  inspi- 
ration was  pleasure— the  pleasure  was  inspiration; 
and  without  precisely  intending  it,  she  was,  every 
evening  of  her  life,  in  a  circle  of  company,  the  very 
Gorinne  she  had  depicted;  although  in  her  attoiq^ 
to  personify  that  Corinne  in  her  book,  and  make  her 
speak  in  print,  she  utterly  jkiled ;  the  labour  of  the 
pen  extinguished  the  fancy. 

'  It  milst  not  be  supposed  that,  engrossed  by  her  own 
self-gratification,  Madame  de  Stael  was  inattentive 
to  the  feelings  of  others;  she  listened  very  willingly, 
ei^oyed,  and  applauded;  she  did  more,  often  pro- 
voking a  re]Jy,  and  endeavouring  to  jiaee  hex^eofers 
in  a  situaticm  to  have  their  turn.  ^^  Qu'en  penstz 
wua?'^  she  would  say,  with  efiger  good-nature,  in 
the  very  middle  of  her  trium]^,  that  you  also  might 
have  yours.  Wholly  unfit,  by  nature  and  indination, 
mysdif  fi»r  such  a  display,  and  unpractised  in  a  wea- 
pon laid  by  for  thirty  years,  once  or  twice  the  kind 
ilivitaiieii  was  4i^f^cted  to  me,  but  directed  in  vain. 
Upon  the  wboloi  Madame  de  Stael's  ban  homade,  was 
0tiQ  mK>re  ^tiriking  than  her  talents. 

Many  are  the  oUl  stories,  raked  up  frcnn  her  early 
yditth,  abottt  her  pative  awkwardness— ths  mistaken 
ber  d#fM  of  9\^U  and  still  notpre  her  unsuspecting  and 
wami  t^nper,  }ed  h^r  into-Hl^  tricks  practised  upon 


85«  MADAME  DE  STAEL. 

her,  in  consequence  of  the  discovery  of  her  foibles. 
Ekivy,  party  spirit,  the  strong  temptation  to  be  witty 
at  the  expense  of  such  a  person,  have  multiplied  ill- 
natured  anecdotes,  eagerly  circulated  even  by  those 
who  courted  her  society,  and  whom  she  believed  to 
be  her  friends;  thus  giving,  without  intending  it,  the 
measure  of  their  own  inferiority,  by  -the  exclusive 
notice  they  took  of  such  peculiarities  of  character  as 
happened  to  be  nearest  their  own  level.  It  is  a 
common  aphorism,  and  a  wise  one,  as  all  aphorisms 
are,  that  "  there  is  no  hero  for  his  valet-de-chambre;** 
"but  then,  it  is  lull  as  much  because  the  valet  is  never 
a  hero,  as  because  the  hero  is  not  always  himself! 

While  at  Coppet,  an  anecdote,  told  us  by  an  in- 
timate friend  of  the  family  (M.  de  Bonstetten),  re- 
curred to  me.  He  was  then  five  and  twenty ;  she  a 
sprightly  child,  five  or  six  years  did ;  and  walking 
about  the  grounds,  as  we  were  then  doing,  he  was 
struck  with  a. switch  fi'om  behind  a  tree;  turning 
round,  he  observed  the  little  rogue  laughing:  Maman 
veuty  she  called  out,  queje  me  serve  de  la  main  gauche^ 
et  fessayois  ! 

She  stood  in  great  awe  of  her  mother,  and  was 
very  familiar  with  her  father,  as  well  as  dotingly 
fond  of  him.  One  day,  after  dinner,  as  the  former 
rose  first  and  left  the  room,  the  little  girl,  till  then  on 
her  good  behaviour,  all  at  once  seizing  her  napkin, 
threw  it  across  the  table,  in  a  fit  of  mad  spirits,  at 
her  father's  head;  then  ran  round  to  him,  and  hang- 
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ing  about  hia  neck,  allowed  him  no  opportunity  for  a 
reproof. 

.  Thirty  years  after  this,  and  when  a  competitor  for 
fame,  with  Buonaparte  himself,  in  his  own  capital, 
,he,  under  the  terror  of  her  conversation,  and  she  of 
an  exile  from  Paris,  Mr,  Necker  used  to  receive, 
once  or  twice  a  week,  long  letters  from  his  daughter 
(how  they  were  transmitted,  I  omitted  to  inquire— «- 
not  by  the  mail  I  should  suppose),  and  as  regularly 
committed  them  to  the  flames  after  perusal.  Mr.  de 
Bonstetten,  who  read  all  these  letters,  says  they  were 
written  with  more,  spirit,  ease,  eloquence,  and  acute* 
ness  of  observation,  than  any  thing  of  her's  ever 
published, .  and  regrets,  at  this  day,  the  exces^ve 
caution  of  her  father. 

Mr.  Necker  was  (no  one  would  have  guessed  it 
from  his  writings)  full  of  humour,  and  apt  to  see 
thipgs  in  a  ludicrous  point  of  view.  He  did  not  hold 
forth  as  Madame  de  Stael  was  wont  to  do ;  he  was 
even  rather  silent,  but  made  sly  remarks  and  sharp 
r^)artees.  He  wrote  several  witty  plays,  as  Mr.  die 
Bonstetten,  who  saw  them,  assured  me;  but  when 
appointed  a  Minister  of  State,  thinking  it  against  the 
bkmianct  of  the  situation  to  publish  any  think  but  a 
c<mpU  rendu,  or  grave  works  of  morality,  and  afraid 
of  being  drawn  into  temptation,  he  burnt  his  plays. 

Geneva,  August  10. 
A  night  spent  at  the  Hotel  des  Balances  did  not 
furnish  materials  quite  sufficient  to  give  an  idea  of 
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Geneva.  Its  first  appearance,  fix»ii  the  mde  we 
entered  it,  is  nd  prepossessing.  We  left  it  this 
mohikig  for  CSiahtoimi,  and  are  oome  to  sleep  at 
BtrnnetiUe,  four  leagues  of  beauti£il  country,  b^ag  a 
ridb  level  valley  with  a  rough  boundary  of  moufitamsv 
and  watered  by  the  Arve,  a  torrent  often  very  mis^ 
duevous.  Bonneville  is  rather  a  good4ooking  litde 
town. 

August  11. — ^The  country,  as  far  as  St.  Martin,  it 
more  beautiful  than  even  that  we  saw  yesterday^  and 
we  passed  several  very  fine  falls  of  water,  sudbt  smb 
the  NatA  d*OrH,  the  Nant  i'Arpma»;  the  latter  down 
the  perpendi(;ular  face  of  rocks,  the  strata  of  \f4iidi 
are  bent  and  twisted  in  a  very  extracH'dinary  mann^ 
Tlie  vehicles  which  had  brought  us  were  left  at  St. 
Martin,  and  we  mounted  chars-d-banc  for  the  rest  of 
the  journey,  under  the  plea  of  safety,  but,  in  fsiet,  to 
answer  the  purposes  of  the  people  of  the  place,  who 
hire  th^ou  out;  and  if  you  insisted  on  proceedis^ 
any  other  way,  they  would  contrive  to  make  it  incon- 
venient to  you  in  the  end.  The  land  seems  in  good 
cultivation,  and  the  houses  not  much  inferior  to  those 
dP Switzerland;  yet  the  people  look  wretdied,  dw|uf- 
ish,  saUow,  and  have  large  goitres.  It  was  market- 
day  at  one  of  the  places  we  passed,  and  such  an 
astembkge  of  ugliness  and  squalid  poverty  I  never 
bdidd  any  where  before.  Children,  however,  ap- 
peared in  good  health  and  lively ;  it  seems  as  if  the 
principle  of  ugliness  and  of  poverty,  fully  developed 
in  regard  to  the  parents,  at  least  was  not  innate  in 
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llie  spades,  which  leaves  some  hopes.  We  should 
have  had  today  fine  views  of  Mont  Jfflanc,  but  it 
was  hid  in  x^loods.  AlpJmnting,  hfce  other  sports,  is 
sidbftet  to  disa|ipomtments.  Near  Servoz,  we  tra- 
veraed  an  immense  trade  of  ruins,  tlie  wredcs  of  fi 
mountain,  which  fell  about  seventy  years  ago;  the 
cirtwtrophe  seems  to  have  been  more  like  the  sink- 
ing of  the  under  cliff,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  than  the  fall  of  the  Rossberg  into  the  Vale 
of  Oddau,  bat  of  mudi  greater  extient  than  eitfa^. 
A  perpendicular  slice  of  a  sdiistous  mountain  settled 
down  into  the  earth,  not  of  course  without  some 
Htde  disturbance  on  the  surface,  which  presents  fir 
several  miles  a  diaos  of  black  slaty  ftaigmeBts,  among 
which  &e  Nant  Noir,  a  foaming  torrent,  wwks  its 
laborious  way. 

After  one  hour's  rest  in  the  valley  of  Servoz,  wer 
began  a  long  ascent,  mostly  on  foot^  over  the  ridger 
whSch  separates  it  firom  the  Valley  of  C%tamottm.  The 
Arve  passes  throi^h  the  ridge,  and  raging  at  the 
bottom  of  an  ab^^s,  is  rather  heard  than  seen.  That 
the  Vafiey  of  Cfaamouni  was  formerly  a  great  lake^ 
before  this  outlet  was  cut  through,  is  highly  probable  ^ 
and  it  is  no  less  so,  that  the  outer  valley  we  have 
just  left,  was  the  basin  of  another  lake,  closed  up  at 
tile  narrow  str6it  of  Cluse.  Rodcs  are  continually 
ftdSing  down  the  precipitous  banks  of  the  Arve,  and, 
exposed  to  the  action  of  the  waters^  are  by  degrees 
reduced  in  size,  impelled  forward,  and  at  last  de- 
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posited  on  plain  ground,  during  its  yearly  aveiflow- 
ings.  It  is  a  matter  of  surprise,  when  in  the  valleys, 
how  the  mountains  can  supply  the  mass  of  rubbish 
aocumulated  over  them;  and  when  in  the  mountains, 
you  are  t^npted  to  ask,  where  all  that  has  be^i 
carried  away  could  find  room. 

The  ridge  between  the  two  valleys  is  a  sweet  spot, 
overspread  with  cottages,  under  the  shade  of  trees, 
and  producing  very  fine  crops.  Some  children  brought 
us  baskets  of  cherries  and  strawberries,  which  se^n 
very  plentiful.  A  dust-*avalanche^  destroyed  one  of 
these  cottages  last  winter,  killing  a  man,  his  wife, 
and  two  of  their  children,  while  two  more  escaped. 
The  timber  and  other  fragments  were  still  lying  in  a 
heap,  and  the  track  of  the  avalanche  through  the 
woods  above,  was  marked  by  a  wide  gap  left  among 
the  trees. 

The  Valley  of  Chamouni  may  be  compared  to  a 
street,  with  splendid  edifices  reared  by  the  hand  of 
Nature  on  either  side ;  they  are  so  high,  and  the 
interval  (about  half  a  mile)  comparatively  so  narrow, 
that  little  more  is  seen  than  the  ground  story.  The 
magnificent  front  of  Mont  Blanc,  rising  to  the  height  of 
eleven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  perpendi- 
cular feet  above  Chamouni,  itself  three  thousand  feet 
above  the  sea,  occupies  six  or  eight  miles  in  length 
of  that  sort  of  street  on  the  south  side  of  it;  and 
over  the  way  staxKls  the  Br6ven,  which  is  Mont 

*  I  have  already  explained  the  differeut  sorts  of  avalanches. 
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aaifo's  nearest  neigbbour.    Other  inountains  foHow 
6n  that  dide  as  &r  as  the  Col-de-Bahne,  which  tenni-* 
nates  the  long  vista  at  the  distance  of  about  eigfatem 
ttiles.    The  first  evening  of  our  arrival^  we  mereljr 
wait  curiously  along,  looking  in  wonder  on  the  but* 
tresses,  which  at  regular  distances  seem  to  prop  up 
the  base  of  Mont  Blanc.    They  are,  I  believe,  aU 
composed  of  the  calcareous  strata,  turned  up  against 
the  granitic  mass,  and  less  precipitous  than  the  rest 
of  Ae  fiont ;  diey  afford  a  footing  for  trees,  ^  diff^ing 
in^iedes  according  to  height;  the  first  2one  decidu- 
ous, the  next  a»np6sed  of  pines,  then  larches ;  forest 
above  forest,  waving  their  tufty  and  dark  shades,  ao* 
cessible  as  far  as  three  or  four  lliousand  feet  above 
tlSiamouni.     The  interval  between  each  of  these  v«- 
daat  buttresses  is  filled  by  a  glacier ;  there  are  six 
or  seven  of  them,  those  of  Taconay  and  Bossons,  be 
foro  coming  to  Chamouni ;  and  those  of  Montanvert^ 
Des  Bois  D'Argentiere,  and  De  la  Tour  beyond  it ; 
the  CHader  des  Boia  is  the  most  considerable.     Thq 
cap  of  snow  over  the  head  of  Mont  Blanc,  turned  to 
hard  ioe  solely  by  the  pressure  of  its  own  accumulat- 
ing miass,  covers  the  neck  and  shoulders  of  the  giant, 
and  hangs  down  to  the  ground,  fonxung  an  inegulax 
dmpefy,  c£  which  the  gladers  just  enumerated  are 
HiB  skirts.     It  is  the  quantity  <^  snow  falling  upon 
the  top  of  Mont  Blanc,  that  is.upon  the  xxp^x  third 
of  its  height,  where  it  never  midlts,  and  not  the  in- 
tena^es^s  dT  the  cdd,  which  detennines  the  progres* 
Vot.  I.  s 
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Idv«  encrbachmenta  at  the  lower  end  of  ^  glaoieff^ 
owf  the  green  fields  of  the  raUeys.  Last  winter, 
for  instance,  was  remarkably  inild  aJl  over  Europe ; 
but  it  was  rainy,  and  as  rain  is  always  snow  on  tto 
top  of  high  mountains,  the  aocumulation  has,  by  its 
Weight,  pushed  down  Hie  glaciers  some  hundred  feet 
flirther  than  usual,  over  the  vaBey  of  Chamouni.  It 
does  not  follow,  however,  that  the  encaoaohment  wfll 
be  permanent,  for  the  glacier  eooouBtering  more  hcdt 
as  it  descends  lower,  the  prindple  of  dissolution  wffl 
ever  be  foimd  oommensurate ;  indeed,  whatever  may 
be  said  of  encroachnents,  the  existence  of  twoMwer, 
or  accumulations  of  stone,  so  &r  beyond  the  prea^ 
limits  of  the  gladers,  and  covered  with  trees  of 
several  centuries'  growth,  can  leave  no  doubt  of  dsieir 
having,  at  various  times,  advanced  and  receded  ns^ 
beycffid  their  present  limits,  although  their  progress 
has  been  very  mischievous  of  late.  With  sJow^  bift 
irresistible  power,  the  ice  pushes  forward  vast  he$^ 
of  stones,  bends  down  large  trees  to  the  earth,  and 
gradually  passes  over  them.  It  does  not  form  a  fiehi 
Off  ice  by  any  means,  and  scarcely  does  it  present 
an  inc^  of  ev^i  sur&ce ;  the  whole  bristling  over 
with  sharp  ridges,  and  points  b^t  forwards,  like  the' 
{>ikes  of  embattled  scMers.  At  the  edge  d  tilie 
glaciers,  those  irregular  masses  of  ioe^  hollowed  axA 
undenftined  by  heat,  assume  various  fantastto  apn 
pearances ;  a  cavern,  the  wreck  of  a  ship,  the  dch 
voiiring  jaws  of  nameless  monsters,  ^widie,  open,  aa/^ 
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daoffmg  bk)od ;  fi^rvugiiious  earth,  oSbm  adbmag  to 
tile  iee,  is  jiow  washed  doim  into  led  stieaka.  Al- 
though the  fiagments  are  c^Eiea  so  dirty  as  to  be 
aearody  distinguishaUe  fircnn  th^  ouid  aad  stones 
amoi^  which  tiiay  have  tumbled ;  y^,  whea  biokem 
tiieirftactiure presents  beautiful  rasufications  <^  ex** 
tremely  haidice,  perfectly  traxisparwt,  and  xkcAporow, 
as  I  expeeted,  although  di^ded  by  numerous  iottt* 
sticea,  like  those  of  ooraL  Streanis  of  wata:*  of  a 
mlky  appearance,  eeotinually  issuing  from  uod^  the 
glacier,  had  formed  iiew  channels  through  the  adji^ 
eenk  meadows»  cut  into  ravines,  aiad  extending  the 
destruction  &r  beyond  what  the  ice  covered.  The  mi* 
serable  ii&abita^s,  coUected  into  mehncholy  groups> 
lxx>ked  on  dejectedly ;  Imt  some  of  them,  turning  their 
w«^ctuae  to  good  aooouiM;,  told  their  sad  story,  and 
k^ggad,  with  a  certificaite  of  the  magistrates  in  their, 
hand*  Sev^*al  dwellings  a^e  aptually  under;  the  gW 
<a<»rs,  and  others  await  the  same  d^tructicHi.  I  mad^ 
the  guides  observe  how  mudi  faat^  the  ice  melted 
under  pine  leaves,  or  any  dark  bodies  accideixtally 
ftilbm  upon  i^  surS^^ ;.  and  suggested,^  that  by  Ug htr 
ing  smatt  &ee  witJk  green  boughs  and  dead  leaves  to 
tibe  windiimrd  of  the  ice,,  it  would  soon  be  covered 
irithi  sooty  partictes,  by  whidi  il3  fusic»  wo^  he 
increased.  This  seems  so  obvious,  and  the  expe- 
riment so  easily  made,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise 
it  has  not  occurred  to  these  poor  people  looking  on  in 

stupid  despair.    I  make  no  doubt  it  would  Qhe^  the 

s  f 
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iiecidentai  encroachfnents  of  the  glaciers ;  which,  a^ 
all,  rarely  extend  to  one  hundred  feet  in  a  season,  and 
iadore  cdnmonly  libt  to  one  £>urth  of  that. 

The  whole  extent  of  the  valley  spared  by  the  gla* 
cier  is  perfectly  e^nchanting,  clothed  as  it  is  in  the 
tender  green  of  early  spring,  which  ccMnes  here  so 
much  later:  the  crops  are  hixuriant;  we  obserred 
peas  full  eight  feet  high,  fine  potatoes,  grain  very 
promising,  as  well  as  grass.  The  common  drain  of 
all  the  glaciers,  the  Arve,  is  here,  as  at  its  junction 
with  the  Rhone,  of  a  soapy  colour. 

August  12.— Tlie  first  dawn  of  the  morning,  which 
was  very  fine,  found  us  up,  and  ready  to  storm  th^ 
Breveii ;  the  ladies  mounted  on  their  mules,  and  the 
gentlemen  armed  with  their  sticks,  shod  with  a  point 
of  iron ;  ian  article  deemed  necessary  for  a  mountain 
expedition,  and  which  has  a  knowing  lock  about  it,  A 
cert^n  air  de  glacier  which  is  very  captivatii^,  yet  it 
is  in  general  rather  an  incumbrance,  as  on  plain 
groimd  you  have  to  carry  it,  and  in  difficult  places 
you  can  make  a  better  use  of  your  bands  in  holding 
by  rocks  arid  bushes  *.  The  mules  were  found  more 
decidedly  an  incumbrance,  being  shod  for  the  road 
with  tumed-up  shoes,  which  made  them  slip  when 
dimbirig  grassy  slopes,   and   rendered  them  quite 

*  I  afterwards  fouDd  tbe  iise  of  a  stick  io  going  down  fields  of 
SQOW.  Along  the  brink  of  precipices,  you  are  taught  by  the  guides 
to  hold  your  stick  on  the  opposite  side,  and  lean  therefore  from  the 
precipice,  that  in  case  of  a  false  stop,  you  may  fall  on  the  safe  side. 
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unsiife.  They  were  jthe  animals  which  had  brought 
iis  from  St.  Martin ;  those  of  Chamouni,  intended  for 
.the  mountain,  are  shod  differently,  a  circvunstance  of 
which  we  were  not  before  aware. 

A  trayeUer,  a  picturesque  traveller  at  least,  above 
all,  an  English  traveller,  or  supposed  to  be  one,  cannot 
approach  Chamouni  without  being  way-laid  and  beset 
by  guides.  Some  leagues  before  we  reached  these 
classic  grounds,  we  had  several  on  our  hands,  who, 
after  entering  into  conversation  as  common  peasants, 
and  interesting  our  curiosity  by  the  knowledge  they 
displayed,  informed  us  they  were  guides,  when  they 
had  become  pretty  sure  that  we  would  not  say  they 
should  not  guide  us ;  and  really  there  is  no  resisting 
a  Balma,  a  Paccard,  a  Cochet,  a  Coutet,  when  you 
are  at  all  read  in  Saussure,  and  remember  his  honour- 
able mixtion  of  those  and  other  names  among  his 
bold  supporters  up  the  highest  summit,  of  Mont  Blanc, 
in  1786,  till  then  deemed  inaccessible. 

In  our  ascension  of  the  Breven,  we  had  actually 
.three  of  these  veterans  with  us,  who,  at  the  moderate 
rate  of  five  francs  a  day,  would  climb  and  talk,  and 
fight  their  battles  over  again,  for  our  instruction  and 
amusement.  One  of  them,  Jaequta  Baltna,  dit  des 
Dames y  on  account  of  his  particular  attention  to  ladies 
climbing  under  his  guidance,  gave  us,  on  pur  return 
in  the  evening,  after  so  many  hours  of  hard  labour, 
a  proof  of  his  undiminished  strength,  spirit,  and,  per- 
haps, rashness,   at  the  age  of  sixty.     A  party  of 
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young  men,  on  a  botaniring  excursion,  spied  a  very 
fine,  and,  I  presume,  rare,  plant,  (mxifraga  pyrawi- 
Adis,  I  think  it  was  called,)  blooming  in  apparent 
safety  out  of  reach,  on  the  top  of  an  inaccessible  rock; 
Jacques  Balma  <x)nsidered  a  few  miiiutes,  th^  took 
off  his  shoes,  and  securing  a  foot  here,  a  hand  ther^ 
holding  once  by  his  teeth  to  a  twig,  springing  from  a 
shelving-place  to  another  like  a  chamois,  or  writhing 
like  a  snake  among  stones  and  bushes  out  of  si^t, 
without  once  hesitating  or  looking  back,  worked  him^ 
self  up  to  the  pyramidal  bunch  of  flowers,  and  threw 
it  down  to  the  wondering  spectators.  That  was  not 
enough :  another  bunch  of  flowers,  another  laurel- 
wreath,  bloomed  over  his  head,  in  a  still  more  difficult 
and  hazardous  situation :  he  sprung  for  it ;  we  joined 
our  entreaties  to  those  of  the  other  guides,  who 
warned  him  of  his  danger,  and  then  turned  away,  not 
to  appear  to  encourage  the  mad  attempt ;  a  general 
exclamation  induced  us  soon  afl;er  to  look  again ;  we 
beheld  him  in  equilibrium  chi  his  breast,  pluddng 
the  flower  with  the  toes  o£  an  outstretched  leg !  How 
he  came  down  I  do  not  know,  it  was,  perhaps,  still 
more  hazardous  than  going  up  ;  but  in  a  few  minute 
we  saw  him  again  by  our  side,  his  load  on  his  back, 
and  not  even  out  of  breath.  Wh^i  the  intrepid  cJd 
fellow  waited  on  us  at  supper  in  the  evenings  I  felt 
ashamed  to  see  him  behind  my  chair.  Jaoques 
Balma  was  bom  a  goat«herd,  and  is,  perhaps,  less 
well-informed  than  many  of  the  other  guides  ;  but  he 
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Jias  in  him  that  gwuine  ^>irit,  whidi  knakes  heroeK 
either  for  good,  for  indi^rent*  or  for  bad,  purposes. 

At  neaxly  three  thousand  feet  aboTe  Chamouniv 
there  is  a  chdl^  on  the  Breocn,  where  travellers  may 
procure  milk,  and  get  some  sort  of  shelter  under  the 
miserable  roof;  for  the  cMlets  of  Satoy  are  vastly 
inferior  to  those  of  Switaerland.  The  view  of  Mont 
Blanc  is  here  nearly  as  good  as  from  the  top  of  the 
Breven,  and  as  all  the  difiBculty  of  the  ascrat  is  to 
come,  there  is  really  no  reason  to  go  &rther,  unless  it 
is  pawr  la  glaire,  like  Jacques  Balma.  P&ur  la  gloire^ 
then,  all  those  of  our  party,  who  were  game,  or,  at 
least,  had  scmie  Utde  reputation  that  way  to  support, 
^et  off  from  the  di&let  with  two  of  the  guid^.  Thetk 
was  no  difSeulty  till  we  came  to  the  first  field  of  snoi^, 
which  was  very  steep  and  very  slippery ;  a  backt 
sliding  might  have  been  serious  on  account  of  the 
difficulty  of  stopping.  By  striking-in  the  end  of  you 
foot,  at  every  step  you  take^  you  get  a  secure  footing, 
and  may  anchor  yourself,  with  your  hands  in  the 
snow,  when  the  declivity  is  very  great,  without  a  sticky 
nearly  as  well  as  with  it.  At  the  Chimney,  a  diflS- 
cult  passage  at  all  times,  the  guides  hekl  a  consultar 
tion,  as  it  had  not  been  tried  yet  this  season ;  w^ 
might  have  turned  it,  by  another  field  of  snowi  but  it 
was  more  precipitous  than  the  first,  therefore,  it  was 
determined  to  make  for  the  Chimney — ^first  climbing  a 
steep  rock  with  very  little  difiiculty,  and  no  danger^ 
provided  you  do  notr  look  behind ;  above  that  is  th^ 
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Chimiiey,  a  chasm,  or  recess,  fiill  of  ice,  which,  melting 
first  where  it  touches  the  rock,  had  left  a  vacant  space 
of  about  two  feet.  With  your  back  against  the  smooth 
ice,  and  plying  diUgently  with  feet,  knees,  and  hands, 
against  the  rock,  in  the  manner  chinmey-sweepers  do, 
you  may  work  yourself  up  with  tolerable  ease  and 
comfort,  to  the  top,  some  twenty  or  thirty  feet,  in  a 
very  few  minutes.  There  you  find  another  field  of 
snow-ice,  not  at  all  steep ;  then  a  very  steep  ascent; 
and  the  last,  wholly  composed  of  broken  schist,  which 
brings  you  to  the  signals,  two  rude  constructions  like 
altars  on  the  top  of  the  Breven.  The  prospect  of  Mont 
JBlanc  was  here  very  little  difierent  fix)m  what  we  had 
found  it  at  the  ch&let,  yet  the  summit  of  Mont  Blanc, 
the  basse  du  dromedaire^  appeared  now  less  fore- 
shortened, and  the  whirlwinds  of  snow-dust  upon  it 
were  clearly  distinguished  athwart  the  dark-blue  of 
the  sky,  moving  round  with  great  violence  on  parti- 
cular spots.  Where  we  were,  indeed,  it  was  scarcely 
possible  to  stand  the  wind,  and  a  large  sheet  of  greasy 
heavy  paper,  which  had  served  to  wrap  up  our  provi- 
sions, being  blown  off^,  first  flew  over  the  precipice  of 
nearly  two  thousand  feet,  which  separated  us  fi^om  the 
ch&let ;  then  over  that  chdlet,  and  in  a  very  few  minutes 
fell  on  a  spot  it  took  us  afterwards  two  hours  to 
reach,  although  down-hill. 

The  view  here  was  undoubtedly  a  most  extraor- 
dinary one:  placed  fiill  in  fi^ont,  and  about  mid-height 
of  Moiit  Blanc,  and  thereforie  at  equal  distance  be- 
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tireen  the  summit  and  the  base,  si^fficieotly  far  to  emr 
bniee  the  Whole  at  one  glaiioe»  suflSdently  near  to  dis« 
tinguish  every  detail,  we  saw  this  stupendous  object, 
like  a  full-length  picture  hung  up  there  for  our  pleasure 
and  information :  when  we  begin  to  ascend  the  Bremen, 
and  half  way  up  to  its  chdlet,  we  could  not  turn  round 
and  look  at  Mount  Blanc,  without  experiencing  the 
terrific  sensation  of  its  fallir^  down  aver  w  ;  several  of 
our  party  made  use  of  this  expression ;  at  the  same 
time,  averting  their  eyes  in  terror,  which  shows  how 
gimeral  and  how  sliong  the  impression  was ;  but  as 
we  ascended  higher  it  ceased. 

From  the  summit  of  the  Breven,  Mont  Dniet  and  its 
^ader  seemed  about  the  same  distance  north  of  us, 
as  Mount  Blanc  south ;  the  valleys  of  Chamouni  and  of 
Servoz,  and  all  the  i^ace  we  had  travelled  the  pre; 
ceding  day,  appeared  all  within  a  stone's  throw..  l%e 
guide  pointed  to  a  monument  near  Servoz,  which  I 
could  not  see,  erected  to  the  memory  of  ^schen,  a 
Dane*,  who  perished  the  7th  of  August,  1800,  by 
having,  in  contempt  of  his  guide,  ventured  heedlessly 
over  the  glacier  of  Druet  Ebel  tells  the  melancholy 
story  thus :  "  Mr.  Eschen  qui  6toit  toujours  ^  quelqu^ 
<5entaines  de  pas  en  avant  disparut  tout4HX)up  lors^ 
quUls  fiixent  arrivtes  sur  le  glader.  Mr.  Simschm 
(his  companion)  et  le  conducteur  se  hdter^t  de  re- 
brousser  chemin  pour  chercher  du  seoours,  et  la  nuit 
m6me  quatre  hcxmnes  partirentde. Servos — ^ils  trou* 
'^  Known  in  Germany  by  a  good  translation  of  Horace,  in  verse. 
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vkeiit  riiifortuni§  Diaiiois,  dans  une  fente  du  gkcier  h 
oetit  pieds  de  profcmdeur-— il  iioii  debout,  les  bras  aa 
dessue  de  sa  tMe,  et  entier^ent  g^l^" 

Our  coming  down  frcm  the  top  of  the  Breven,  ovett 
the  fields  of  snow,  although  not  entirely  without 
hazard,  was,  at  least,  a  less  laborious  (^peration^-fthe 
guides  gave  the  example  of  sliding  down,  ina  standn 
ing  posture^  holding  their  great  stick  behind  them  to 
steer  by,  as  well  as  steady  themsdves ;  they  thus  tta<» 
versed  the  air  like  winged  Mercuries,  scarcely  furrow*- 
ing  the  snow,  in  the  direction  they  choose,  with  equal 
ease,  swiftness,  and  elegance  of  motion.  But,  as  this 
was  too  much  for  us  to  attempt,  they  gave  us  next  an 
dementary  lesson  of  bottom  trailing  ;  that  is^  sliding 
down  in  a  sitting  posture,  always  steering  by  the  stick 
held  behind  in  the  snow :  although  this  seemed  very 
teasy,  Several  of  us,  frightened  at  their  own  swiftness^ 
or  wishing  to  do  better  than  well,  and  making  too 
violent  a  use  qf  the  stidc,  either  to  stop  their  motion 
suddenly,  or  sjteer  abruptly  to  the  ri^  at  left,  broke 
it  i^rt ;  and  thus  become  ungovi^nable,  flew  headlong 
to  what  Bppeated  to  them  imp^ouding  destruction,  with 
every  variety  of  awkwardness,  and  expression  of  dis- 
may in  their  gestures,  yet  arrived  in  perfect  salety  in 
the  arms  of  the  guides,  accustomed  to  these  sorts  of 
accidents,  and  prepared  for  them. 

The  Savoyard  family  at  the  ch&let,  where  wt 
stopped  to  dry  ourselves  a  little,  and  take  some  coffee 
appeared  good  sort  of  people,  very  reUgious  and 
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morally  inclined,  but,  unfortunately,  very  dirty,  yAMk 
seems  the  original  sin  of  Savoy.  The  Savoyards,  ifl 
general,  like  France,  and  Iiate  Piedmont  and  Greneva; 
tfiese  good  people  here  disliked  all  round— the  Pied* 
montese,  because  hard  masters;  the  Genevans,  be* 
cause  they  are  Huguenots,  and  ridi  into  the  bargain; 
the  French,  because  they  ill-treated  the  Pope. 

Tbe  ch&let  people  here  pay  one  louis  for  the  season 
to  the  owner  of  each  cow  they  hire,  and  six  Fnendi 
fiancs  to  the  proprietor  of  the  mountain  for  the  paature. 
which  is  one4ialf  less  for  the  cow,  and  three*fourth« 
less  for  &e  pasture,  than  in  the  Canton  de  Vaud,  be* 
cause  the  season  is  shorter  here,  and  money  more 
valuable:  their  process  of  cheese^naking  is  nmch 
more  slovenly  than  in  the  Canton  de  Vaud ;  they  are 
even  so  careless  as  to  deposit  their  milk  in  the  bran 
boiler  long  before  it  is  ilecessary  to  boil  it  A  young 
goat  (there  are  more  of  them  than  cows)  had  followed 
us,  step  by  step,  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  and  doim 
again;  it  evidently  seemed  amused  with  oar  sliding 
down  the  fields  of  snow,  and  skipped  along  with  great 
spirit  and  ^ee,  as  one  of  us,  but  certainly  much  better 
than  any  of  us;  while  an  old  one,  with  its  knee 
slightly  bound  roimd,  followed  nimbly  enough  on 
three  legs.  The  lame  leg,  broke  by  accident,  had 
been  set  by  the  herdsman,  which  they  do  readily,  and 
with  fiill  success.  We  were  shewn  a  couloir  (a  steep 
slope  made  smooth  by  avalanches)  where  a  fright- 
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jened  horse  venturing  lately,  did  down,  and  was 
kiUed. 

The  inn  at  Chamouni  was  full  of  strangers*; 
Eiiglish  and  Germans  mostly,  not  one  French,  ,aU 
mountain-hunters,  talking  over  their  day's  sport; 
asking  news  about  the  state  of  neighbouring  moun- 
tains, #*c.,  and  preparing  for  the  laborious  pleasures 
of  the  next  day;  one  was  leg*tired,  the  other  had  his 
foot  blistered,  a  third  was  so  stiff  in  the  back  he  could 
neither  sit  down  nor  get  up ;  but  all  were  otherwise 
extremely  well  in  health  and  happy — this  is  a  new 
sport,  rock-hunting,  plant-hunting,  or  picturesque 
view-hunting,  more  justifiable,  in  every  point  of  view, 
than  hare  or  stag-hunting;  more  rational,  and  even 
attended  with  less  danger  to  health  or  life. 

The  next  day  found  us  early  up,  and  prepared  for 
the  Montanvert  and  the  Mer  de  Glace  ;  and,  notwith- 
Btajiding  the  very  threatening  aspect  of  the  weather, 
we  set  out;  but  the  rain  began  before  we  had  pro- 
ceeded more  than  two  miles,  and  a  very  little  way 
up  the  moimtain.  The  wisest  of  the  party,  the  oldest 
at  least,  and  less  active,  took  shelter  in  a  chdlet,  in 
hopes  it  would  turn  out  a  passing  shower,  but  it  came 
on  worse  and  worse.  One  of  the  guides,  Jacques 
Balma  himself,  spoke  discouragingly — we  should 
have  a  slippery  ascent,  and  then  see  nothing  through 

*  Josephine,  and  Maria  Louise,  visited  Chamouni  the  samje  sum- 
mer, a  few  years  ago. 
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the  £bg8;  we  yielded,  I  cannot  say  reluctantly,  and 
went  home  to  rest  ourselves,  with  no  small  hopes  of 
having  the  laugh  on  oiu:  side,  when  our  adventurous 
OQmpanionB  should  return;  but  it  was  on  theirs 
against  us,  for  they  had  some  moments  of  dear 
weather,  when  on  the  borders  of  the  great  Mer  d» 
Qiace,  which  afbrded  them  ''  short  glimpses  of  a 
breast  of  snow,"  and  they  rested  and  warmed  them- 
selves in  a  comfortable  hospice,  erected  there  by  a 
Monsieur  Desportes,  resident  de  France  k  Geneve; 
and  repaired .  since  by  a  Monsieur  Douloet  Pcmte* 
cbulajQd;^  pref<H  du  departement  de  la  Dyle.  The  in- 
scription, over  the  door,  ''  A  la  Nature"  is,  I  am 
solry  to  say,  a  little  too  finical  and  affected,  and 
would  go  a  great  way  to  make  me  doubt,  that  the 
real  love  of  nature  had  much  to  do  with  the  erection  iof 
this  French  temple. 

Our  inn  at  Chamouni  is  kepi  by  Les  Frhres  Char* 
let;  we  were  induced  to  ask  one  of  them,  a  soldier- 
like-looking man,  although  waiting  most  obsequiously, 
whether  he  had  serxA?  He  said  he  had  served  four- 
teen years,  and  had  made  twelve  campaigns  ?  '*  Any 
rank?'*  "  Yes ;  captain !"— He  did  not  boast  at  all; 
but  went  on  about  his  business  round  the  table,  a 
ni^kin  under  his  arm;  informing  us,  in  answer  to  our 
questions,  that  he  had  been  made  a  lieutenant  on  the 
field  of  battle,  and  soon  after  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Captain  in  the  Imperial  Guard;  he  was  put  upon 
half-pay  in  1^14.     Whefe  was  he  in  March,  1815? 
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^«  At  CharaDuni/'  he  aooswered,  on  a  ndsitto  hk  native 
place;  very  fortunately  for  Um,  he  added^  as  he 
would  otherwifie  have  been  at  Wateiloo,  aa  so  many 
ethers,  who  eared  aa  little  about  Buonaparte  aa^  hmir 
Betf  i  He  returned  to  France  on  half-pay,  and  bs^ 
pened  to  be  at  Grenoble  when  the  kite  disturfoanees 
broke  out  there ;  all  half-pay  officers  ware  sent  away 
to  Languedoc,  and  quartered  in  Royalist  towns,  un- 
der serveiUance  !•«-*''  Tired  of  b^ng  a  sort  of  prisoner, 
I  thiww  up  my  cammissum,'^  he  said,  *^  said  retuvned 
to  my  native  valley,  where  I  married,  and  have  no 
reason  to  vegret  the  military  life.''  This  maa  is 
piobably  a  fiur  sample  of  the  Imperial  Army;  a 
brave  soldier,  ccmsidering  war  as  a  iMX>fession,  iil- 
different  as  to  politieal  questions;  r«%  to  serve 
ioAsx  side  fi)r  the  sake  of  rank  and  pay;  easily  won 
over  by  good  treatment,  or  turned  into  a  didzenby 
ottniage  and  an  establishment. 

Incredible  as  it  may  seem,  this  vsdtey  of  Ctiet- 
mouBi  till  then  unknown,  was^  dhoMered  in  lf74t«, 
by  two  Englidbm^,  the  celebrated  traveller  Poeocke 
and  a  Mr.  Windham:  an  account  of  ikeir  journey 
appeared  in  the  Mercure  d&  Smsse^  174S,  as  a  great 
event  la  1760,  M.  de  Saussure  visited  ChambuHh, 
fat  the  first  time;  aiid  his  great  work  on*  the  A!jp», 
pobUsbed  about  fifteen  years  after^  foget^r  with 
Mr.  Bourk's  Destaiption  ies  Okmers  Oe  h  Savm, 

*  See  MriEbcl,  Manuel  (hi 'K^yagciK  en  Suisse. 
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laade  the  country  so  faioous,  that  as  many  as  a  thcii- 
sand  traif^Uers  used  to  vidit  it  every  season;  n(m, 
4he  number  is  (NPobaUy  not  less  than  km  or  five 
thousand.  The  two  first  adventurers,  in  1741,  went 
with  an  escort  well  aimed,  slept  under  tents,  with 
fixes  lighted^  and  a  watch  all  night.  The  poor  nam^ 
of  Mont  Blano  is  of  very  late  date:  the  hi^esit 
nouEtain  in  Europe  had  not  even  a  name  during 
Ae  first  half  <tf  the  dgfateenth  century.  Mont  Blanc^ 
Smn  this  place,  appears  much  narroweor  m  proportion 
to  its  height,  than  when  seen  from  Chamoum,  and 
the  grankie  mass  loc^s  as  if  had  been  thrown  up 
through  a  longitudinal  rent  of  tibe  earth,  north-east 
and  south-west.  I  am  sorry  for  the  Huttonian  sys- 
tem of  the  earth»  feeling  a  great  penchant  for  it,  that 
this  granite  is  stratified — a  fatal  blow  to  the  theory^ 
which  would  have  received  the  most  glorious  confimM- 
tion  from  eVery  other  geological  appearance  observed 
here.  These  almost  vertical  strata,  inclining  slightly 
south,  render  the  froi^  towards  Italy  much  steepw 
than  that  towards  Chamouni ;  no  snow  can  lie  on  its 
sur&ce,  and  only  two  glaciers  descend  from  the  sum- 
mit ;  yet  there  is  a  practicable,  alihoi^b  dangerous, 
path  down  that  side^  by  the  Col  du  Qeant,  by  which 
you  may  readi  Courmaycr  in  five  hours. 

This  same  evenipg,  being  very  fine  weather,  we 
left  Chamouni,  on  our  return  to  Geneva.  About  two 
mites  before  we  reached  St.  Martin,  where  we  were 
lo  sleep,  we  had  a  most  splwdid  retrospect  of  Moat 
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Blanc  burning  under  the  last  rays  bf  the  setting  4uti  \ 
its  refulgent  snows  illuminated  the  whole  valley. 
This  brightness  soon  faded  into  pale  pink,  then  pure 
white,  sharply  defined  on  the  darkening  azure  of  the 
sky.  We  doubted  whether  this  view  was  not  supe- 
rior to  any  we  had  had  of  Mont  Hance  before,  owing 
to  the  accidents  of  light  exceeding  in  richness  and 
splendour  any  of  the  preceding  days,  Tlie  rocky 
ramparts  of  the  valley,  were  St.  Martin  is  situated, 
with  their  bold  outline  and  deep  indentments,  ap- 
peared absolutdy  jet  black,  when  contrasted  witii 
the  western  sky;  and  night  closed  over  the  scene 
1t)efore  we  were  able  to  withdraw  our  eyes  frcm 
its  enchantment.  Yet  the  sight  of  two  cretins, 
'"  leering  iy,"  in  a  comer  of  the  inn-yard,  and  of  the 
enormous  goitres  of  the  landlord  and  landlady  of 
the  Hdtel  du^Mont  Bknc,  had  already  discoloured 
it  a  little. 

The  unceiled  floors  and  thin  partitions  rendered  us 
the  rather  unwilling  partakers  of  the  joyful  mirth  of 
another  houseful  of  prospect-hunters :  every  bed  was 
occupied,  or  might  have  been;  but  they  seemed 
more  intent  on  pursuing  the  sport,  even  in  thought 
and  conversation,  than  on  sleep,  and  were  up  late  in 
the  night,  laughing  loud,  and  talking  in  various  lan- 
guages ;  yet  caffi  au  tdit  was,  I  believe,  the  only 
exhilarating  liquor  on  the  table.  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing, which  proved  very  fine,  pedestrians  with  their 
knapsacks  and  bdto7is  ferrSsy  and  picturesque  ladies 
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in  ckars-^-ianc,  were  seen  on  the  load^  mldungsfbr 
theiF  respective  mountains. 

August  18. — We  have  scarcely  seen  more  of  Ge- 
neva  than  we  had  before,  and  must  again  postpone 
&rth^  acquaintance  till  our  return  from  Lyons,  where 
we  are  going.  The  country,  from  G^eva  to  the 
passage  of  Fort  TEduse,  is  perfectly  beautiful ;  cuki- 
vated,  yet  woody  and  picturesque.  The  Jura,  on  the 
right,  is  more  varied  in  its  outlines  than  usual,  and 
its  base  is  covered  with  farms  and  country-houses 
buried  in  trees :  innumerable  springs  ci[  the  dearetrt 
water  issue  fn»n  it ;  on  the  left,  a  fine  plain,  sloping 
to  the  lake  of  Geneva,  and  beyond  it  the  hi^  Alps. 

The  passage  of  the  Jura,  at  Fort  TEduse,  is  very 
fine,  and  might  well  appear  terrific  to  any  traveller 
who  had  not  seen  other  mountains.  The  fort  itself 
has  been  dismantled,  and  is  about  to  be  rebuilt  in  a 
different  situation.  The>  ''  Loss  of  the''  Rhone,  in 
Hob  very  passage,  has  more  celebrity  than  it  is  per* 
fai^  entitled  to ;  and  when  the  Rhone  is  high,  as  at 
ftemtitf  the  subterranean  channel  being  no  longer 
sufficient,  it  fills  an  upper  diannel  just  over  the  kmver 
one,,  and  the  loss  of  the  Rfume  is  loH.  This  river 
which  at  Geneva,  and  for  many  miles  below,  is  more 
than  two  hundred  feet  wide,  is  all  at  once  reduced^ 
in^  ihe  narrow  pass  of  L'Eduse,  to  thirty  feet,  and 
even  to  fifteen  in  some  places,  being,  of  course,  pro- 
poftionably  .deep  and  rapid.  Large  fragments  of 
sodcs,  fellw  from  the  heigltfs,  or  curving  in  from  th« 
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iotnocliate  banks,  have  covered  ova  this  mncm 
channel  for  the  space  of  tsixXy  paces,  nmi^  as  at 
P&ffers'  baths.    As  for  as  Ceidon  on  Pont  d' Air,  the 
rand  to  Ly4Sis.  »  bigUy  iMbdtures(|a/e,  and  tbe  lit^ 
tekeofNaiitua  strongly  recalls  the  Scotdi  »enery; 
W6  oould  afanost  have  &iided  we  saw  the  naked 
knees  and  plakied  breasts  of  Highland  shepherds  on 
ifae  gmssy  slopes  of  its  solitary  \wBks.    From  Pont 
d'Air  to  Lyona,  the  landscape  sinks  rapidly  intd  in- 
ffiigmficaacet  being  a  dull  monotonous  plain,  wi^KAit 
a  tree,  and  sca^y  a  bush,  to  relieve  the  eye ;  na 
culture,  but  that  of  wheat,  whkb»  useful  m  it  jb,  caar 
not  boast  of  sday  beauty,  particulaidy  just  after  harvest 
The  approach  of  the  town  is  enlivened  by  lUie  Rhone 
vMiii  diere  spoeaxk  majestioally :  how  it  could  squeeze 
tfasoii^  the  narrow  gap  of  I'Ekduse,  seems  difficult 
to.  coDoeive.   The  iizu(Dediate  banks  here  are  a  barren 
aand,  wathout  trees  and  verdure ;  yet  tikey  afe  d.iry 
ma^  AeevM.    The  entrance  of  the  iowk  by  the  Kesjr 
fit.  Clair  is  very  fine«  and  as  we  did  not  pmietrate 
the  first  eyenifiig  beyond  the  Hokl  du  Nord,  near  th# 
CTomedie,  Bathing  occurmd  to  destroy  the  first  in^ 
faression.    Tlie  following  day&  shewed  us  an  int^Eaor 
m  no  way  ecnrrespoudiiig  to  the  beauty  df  the  K^9{ 
ncduhg  caaa  surpass  its  dut  and  Bhabbines&    Tbe 
Pkcc  rf  Bdlecowtt,  which  I  remembered:  very  mag^ 
nifitpeitt,  pulled  (ipmi  dudsig  ^m  fury  of  the  fieKKB* 
lutioii)  hAs  bei^  »-buib  on  a  unifimn,  but  not  f 
ti^UtifUl,  pim>  "^  two  new  sides  look  like  bamcks 
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fgf  solcUerfi,  or  oottoi  mannfectories.  The  middle, 
fonnerly  adorned  with  a  fine  equestrian  statue  of 
Louis  XIV.,  with  fountains  and  grass  (dats,  is  now  a 
bare  and  dirty  area  like  a  cattle-market.  Mr.  F.^ 
to  whom  we  had  a  letter,  an  intelligent  and  obliging 
man,  took  us  to  the  cdebrated  hospital  of  Lycws ;  the 
only  one  in  France,  thirty  or  fwty  years  ago,  which 
was  not  in  a  barbarous  state,  but  which  now  iwt 
many  equals  in  Paris,  We  went  through  all  th^ 
wards,  in  very  warm  weather,  without  meeting  with 
the  idig^test  ofiensive  smell,  and  scaix^y  any  ofB^* 
me  si^.    There  are  annually, 

0etiig  one    AYangc  time  esch 
hdlTidadt  admitted.  Deetht.  Death  for       Individwa  itayt. 

Civil  sick    14,420         ISOO  11  sick 

Military  .    S,«00  105  83  ditio      ^^  ^^y**      : 

1^  pfeitients,  in  siiigle  beds,  are  attended  by  wti^ 
men,  scsurs  xte  la  chariti^  who,  many  of  them  in  ths 
{«me  of  life,  and  not  bound  by  absolute  vows,  devote 
^emselves  for  life,  and  die  hi  the  act  of  ddng  godd; 
ttere  are,  I  think,  one  hundred  and  fifty;  ttiey  weoa: 
$,  visSoim  dress  of  dark  worsted,  ai^  remariudaly 
0lei|fi  Imetit  cund  receiif^  the  triflh^  warn  of  forty 
firmics  a  year  for  popket-mohey.  They  each  sit  up 
oaoe. night  in  each  week,  the  fallowing  day  is'aday  of 
Y^laxatidn,  and  the  c»ily  <«e  they  have.  During^the 
^i^ge  of  Lyobs,  when  cannon-balls  passed  dinai;^ 
the.  windows,  and  struck  the  walls  every  monntfot, 
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not  one  abandoned  her  post  near  the  sick.  The 
kitchen  and  refectory  are  patterns  of  cleanliness;  the 
pharmacy  supports  itself,  and  brings  a  revenue  be- 
sides, by  the  sale  of  medicines  out  of  doors. 

The  different  wards,  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  unite 
under  a  lofty  done,  with  an  insulated  altar  in  the 
centre^  in  a  vast  open  area,  paved  with  marble;  the 
effect  is  magnificent  beyoiid  any  thing  I  ever  saw: 
magnificent  by  the  very  contrast  with  the  melancholy 
sight  of  the  rows  of  beds,  occupied  by  individuals, 
destitute  and  sick,  without  a  home,  without  a  Mend 
to  close  their  eyes.  The  k)fty  dome,  the  ultar,  the 
immense  space,  those  angelic  females,  who  attend 
night  and  day,  all  concur  in  impressing  the  mind 
with  an  idea  ^f  high  protection  and  divine  superin- 
tendence; it  seems  an  image  of  Providence  on  earth, 
held  up  to  those  most  in  need  of  it,  and  the  ray 
of  comfort  and  of  hope  it  brings,  is  surely  worth 
dierishing. 

'  Notwithstanding  the  atrocity  of  firing  on  the  hos- 
jfital  during  the  revolutionary  siege,  (the  walls  beat 
many  a  disgracefiil  scar,)  the  property  of  the  hospital, 
consisting  mostly  of  houses  and  farms,  was  not  seized, 
and  its  unimpaiTed  revenue  amounts  to  half  a  nnHion 
of  franco  a  year,  to  which  government  adds  half  as 
mudi  moV-  T*wehty  directors  manage  the  concerns 
of  the  institution,  ttey  serve  five  years  each,  four  of 
tiiem  go  out  every  year;  the  new  members  are  nomi- 
nated by  the  dd,  and  confirmed  by  govermftent. 
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Tbey  deposit  a  iarg^  stun,  returned  to  them  at  the 
end  of  their  tiaie  of  service,  and  give  a  great  deal 
of  t|ieir  time  to  the  administratiixi,  without  emolu- 
ment of  any  sort  At  the  revdution,  the  admmistra- 
tion  were  reimbursed  in  assignats.  The  president, 
who  had  deposited  five  hundred  thousand  francs,  an4 
made  advances  to  the  amount  of  three  himdred  thour 
sand  more,  (altogether  thirty-two  thousand  poundsf 
sterling),  lost  all !  Formerly  these  administrators  re: 
ceived  dcs  UUrts  dc  mbUssc  as  a  recomp^iSje ;  they 
were  nobly  acquired. 

The .  Protestants  had  formerly  procured  a  small 
{aece  of  ground,  to  bury  their  dead,  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  hospital ;  it  is  now  become  a  sort  of  bp^ 
tanical  garden  attached  to  the  pbarmacic :  the  trees 
and  plants  were  in  excellent  order,  green,  and  lux- 
uriant, and  the  sun  shone  bright  over  them.  Not^ 
withstanding  the  distance  of  time,  and  change  of  cir- 
qumstaAces,  I  remembered  something  of  the  shape  of 
the  ground,  and  appearance  of  the  surrcvunding  walls 
and  entrance-door,  when,  thirty  years  before,  I  hfd 
accompanied  there,  in  the  night,  the  reniains  of  a  deac 
friend,  and  stood  on  the  very  grave—I  felt  grateful 
for  the  tree  that  shaded  it. 

The  Foundling  Asylum,  very  near,  and  under  the 
same  administration  as  this  hospital,  is  eqi^y  weU 
lidministered.  The  diildren  are  sent  out  to  nurse 
in  tte  couAtry,  paying  fifty  francs  the  first  year,  an4 
graidually  les^  till  they  are  nine  years  old,  whei^ 
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nothing  more  is  paid,  dnd  ihe  ^rdes  ttf^  iA  liberty  to 
bring  bade  the  diild^n  to  the  hbspilial ;  but,  partly 
ftom  affectioil,  and  partly  for  the  sake  of  their  serncea, 
they  generally  are  adopted  by  the  family  ^Mei*^  they 
wete  nursed;  rei)&aining  still  mid^  the  pret^ctiioti 
and  guardianship  of  the  hospital  till  Ifte  age  of  t^ehtjf- 
one.  Sth*  is,  however,  the  present  scarcity,  that  oh* 
thousand  of  thegie  children  have  been  brought  back, 
and  they  were  playing  and  making  a  great  noise  tA 
one  of  the  courts ;  the  a&ninistration  are  at  a  losst 
what  to  do  with  these  unexpected  guests. 

Out  of  one  thousand  five  hun<fred  children,  received 
afthually  fpom  the  town  and  surrounding  country,  fori* 
hundred  and  iseventy-seven  die  before  the  age  of 
Seven,  (one  in  three  and  a  half.)  Infants  ate  de- 
posited, in  a  sort  of  box,  at  the  door,  and  no  que«* 
tions  asked ;  an  account  i^  kept  in  a  book  of  etery 
circunistaiice  relating  to  each  of  these  children,  at 
their  entrance ;  smd  a  leatden  medal  fastened  to  theii^ 
neckfe,  to  identify  them  art  aihy  future  period.  Highly 
pifidseworthy  as  the  object  of  such  institutions  liti^ 
doubtedly  is,  they  hold  out  temptations  too  strong  for 
unnatural  parents  to  Ivithstandj  and  defeat  one  of  the 
moral  checks  to  an  excessive  population.  They  mdy, 
Ifldeed,  preveait  infanticide  in  a  few  tJaseS,  but  cause 
More  dfeil^f eii  to  be  borne  to  an  untimely  graive,  61* 
merer  to  kilow  parehtd  love  and  protection.  AH 
foundUng  hospitals  have  an  immoral  tenddticy ;  thdy 
flo  a  little  good,  and^  great  deal  of  harm. 
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Withoui  attmnptitig  a  descriptkm  df  ike  curiaiu 
maiittfactures  we  saw,  I  shall  only  observe  that  they 
are  in  a  great  degree  d<mestic»  most  weavers  wcakt 
itig  il  home  *»  a  cifcuiiffitance  of  inateri^  inqportanoa 
MMbaaical  im{HroTeiii6Dt8,  introduced  within  the  last 
twei^  years^  have  considerably  reduced  the  mmibet 
(rf*  assistants,  superseding  altogether  the  Uremcs  de 
carde,  young  women  formerly  employed  in  pulling 
ropes  under  the  direction  of  the  weaver,  who  now 
moves  these  ropes  by  machinery ;  it  was,  from  the 
permanently  standing  posture,  a  very  unwholesooie 
employment  I  am  assured,  that  the  silk  manufae- 
falters  of  Lyons  have  not  shown,  at  any  period  dTUie 
Revolution,  that  lawless  spirit,  m&i  of  theii'  cast,  and 
women  too,  have  elsewhere,  but  especially  in  England, 
<tflfltedilqplay^d. 

the  public  library  of  Lyons  is  celebrated  for  its 
size:  I  menticm  it  on  account  of  an  ing^ous  expen- 
mei^  I  remember  having  seen  tried  in  it,  many  years 
ago^  to  direct  a  balloon;  it  was  of  an  oblong  shape 
tike  a  fish,  with  a  light  rod  affiiced  under  it,  fr<^  end 
to  end,  and  a  light  weight  running  along  the  rod  by 
means  of  a  ring.  The  balloon^  made  of  oikd  silk^ 
and  filled  With  hydrogen  g^,  so  as  to  give  a  slight 
fbrce  of  ascension,  placed  on  fbe  floor  at  one  end  of 
tile  bng  gallery,  was  suffered  to  ascend ;  the  weight 

*  This  home,  however,  a»  I  am  assured,  is  not  uufrequently  a 
room  twenty  feet  square,  where  two,  and  sometinfes  three,  families 
live  and  work. 
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was  near  Ike  tail,  which  Bfaife  the  heod  of  the  ba))0oii 
indixie  upwards,  and  in  that  position,:  instead  of  msik^ 
ing  its  way  vertioally  tbrou^  the  air,  it  ahot  forward^ 
in  a  diagoiial  line,  till  the.  head  stioldog  against  th^ 
ceiling,  it  turned  downward  and  the  wdi^t  shi^ftjaf 
towards  the  head,  kept  it  in  that  pofiiticm ;  when  ib^ 
balloon,  obeying  the  new  impulse  received  by  the 
shodc  agaizist  the  ceiling,  travelled  down  diagonally, 
again  till  it  came  in  coi)itact  with  the  floor;  then 
turned  up  again,  and  so  on,  taking  up  and  down  tQ 
the  end  of  the  gallery.  Now  the  weight  axid  rod  was 
a  substitute  for  a  man  going  up  with  the  balloon, 
who,  by^  means  of  a  rope,  fore  and  aft,  might  easily 
give  it  the  inclined  position  required;  then,  by  the 
usual  means  of  paxtiog  alternately  with  some  ballast 
and  some  gas,  would  ascend  and  descend  in  his  pro- 
gress forwards,  tacking  through  the  air  like  a  &hip» 
but  in  a  vertical  instead  of  an  horizontal  plane. 

Fourviere$,  a  hill  within  the  walls  of  the  town, 
a:K)rds  a  prospect  universally  admired.  From  a 
private  ganlen,  on  the  north  side  of  the  hiU,  w^ 
had  immediately  under  our  eye  an  ^t^isiye  field 
of  red-^tile  roofs,  intersecb^  by  narrow  and  darl^ 
aireeta scarcely  visible;  two  considerable  rivers,  the 
(Rhone  and  the  Saone,  encompass  this  dingy  area, 
aiKlmeet  just  below  it:  beyond  the  town  and  rivers 
are  the  plains  of  Dauphin^,  spreading  like  a  geo- 
graphical map,  or  rather  a  vast  extent  of  patchwork 
of  all  colours,  except  green — com  fields,  the  pre- 
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dcminatiiig  object,  being  at  this  season  in'tiieir  worst 
state.  The  Alps,  in  the  eastern  horizQa,  exhibit 
their  eyer-chai^diil  aspect;  often  very  beautiful; 
and,  although  the  most  prominent  among  liiexa,  Mont 
Blanc,  is  one  hundred  miles  distant,  in  a  straight 
line,  they  still  appear  very  high.  Toward  the  west, 
we  had  a  bird's  eye  view  of  Pierre  Seise,  (Pebra  ex- 
cisaj  a  ruined  castle,  picturesquely  mounted  on  a 
rod£,  between  whidi  and  the  Sadne,  the  Romans 
chiselled  out  the  narrow  road  we  saw.  This  castle 
was  the  residence  and  the  strong  hold  of  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Lyons,  at  the  time  prelates  were  princes ; 
then  many  years  a  bdstilk  for  the  profligate  sons  of 
powerful  Others,  who  liked  the  punishment,  while 
they  scorned  the  law.  The  barbarous  successors 
of  these  well-bred  tyrants  .filled  this  castle  vnth  a 
hundred*fold  the  number  of  captives,  and  then  but- 
chered them  in  cold  blood.  Of  the  four  or  five  gm- 
tlemen  who  had  accompanied  us  to  Fourvieres,  two 
had  been  among  the  devoted  victims  of  Pierre  Seise, 
and  escaped  by  a  miracle ;  you  scarcely  meet  with 
any  middle-aged  person  in  France,  who  has  not 
been  shut  up  at  least,  if  not  in  immediate  danger  of 
his  life*. 

*  After  the  death  of  Robespierre,  (July,  1794,)  there  was  at 
Lyons  a  violent  re-action ;  some  of  the  judges  of  the  bloody  tribunal 
might  have  been  expected  to  fall  under  the  hands  of  the  exaspe- 
rated friends  and  relatives  of  their  victims.  But  the  re-action  went 
further  :  an  association,  calling  itself  De  Jesus,  sent  about  the  coun- 
try to  look  for  terrorutSy  who  were  deliberately  put  to  death  without 
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The  biUdingfli  about  P&m  flctto  tf^  «tiU  dkmer 
packed  than  in  the  centre  part  of  tte  town^stuck  up 
against  the  rocks,  some  of  th^n  hav0  a  gartkib  abovd 
the  roc^,  and  an  entrance^oor  in  the  gim%C. 

The  whole  mountain  of  Fourvietes,  like  Mount 
Patetine  bI  Eome,  is  honey-oombed  with  aquedactib 
and  ftubteTianean  remains  of  ancient  baths  and  other 
buildings^,  aa  well  as  strewed  OTer  with  mosaics, 
with  medals,  aepulchral  lamps,  ^'^.^^^a  conveiri; 
called  the  AntiqmMo^y  now  a  mad-house,  Was  built 
4ioine  centuries  ago  upon  the  foundation,  and  out  of 
the  materials  d[  the  jmlace  where  the  Empetor  Claude 
;W2|S'  bom ;  and  the  chutch  ef  Founri<»:es  stands  in 
the  Forum  Ttajam :  ttot  a  house  on  the  hill  but  was 
built  with  lioman  materials,  foif  this  was  the  site 
^f  the  Roman  city  of  Lyons,  and  the  presait  town* 
bettYeeH  the  two  tivers,  is  domparatively  modmu, 
yet  it  ciontains  also  many  remiiins  of  antiquity :  the 
church  of  Enay  occupies  the  jdaee  of  a  temjde  of 
Atiguslus,  and  its  walls  exhibit  abundant  fragments 
of  antiquities. 

In  the  year  1798^  the  manufacturing  population  of 
Xiyons  sustained^  behind  its  old  walls,  scarcely  de- 
serving the  name  of  fortifications,  a  siege  of  tw<) 

the  form  of  a  trial,  and  who  might,  or  might  not,  be  guilty  of  the 
crimes  charged  to  them.  Imitating  the  example  of  these  same  ter" 
rorists,  they  actually  made  another  massacre  of  the  prisons.  All 
the  prisoners  of  Ronnnej  sixty-eight  in  number,  were  slaughtered  in 
cold  blood  by  the  pretended  royalists. 
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months,  agakist  an  anny  of  one  hundred  Ihousattd 
nien.    Reduced  by  famine,  rather  than  the  sword, 
the  dtizens  opened  their  gates,  and  suluftiitted  to  the 
clemency  c^  the  ^ictor^ ;  but  the  Tictor  sent  them  %o 
feed  the  reeking  shears  of  the  guillotine,  which,  pror- 
ix^  too  slow  an  instrument  of  death,  grape-shot '  wa& 
raaidoyed  to  mow  them  down  en  masife,  on  the  other 
aide  of  the  Rhone,  in  a  field  marked  by  a  ditch  and 
a  wooden  oro^.    Many  people  were  walking  and 
]^ying  bowls  and  nine-pins  about  the  spot  when  We 
went  to  look  at  it,  and  it  occurred  to  us,  that  most  of 
the  oklest  had  be^i  actors  in  these  tragedi^ ;  some 
as  executioners,  and  others  as  intended  victims,  who 
had  escaped  with  their  lives. 

There  was  a  regatta  on  the  Sa^ne  while  we  were 
at  Lyons ;  a  sort  of  tilting  in  boats,  and  the  water- 
men carried  flags  inscribed  with  various  most  loyal 
devices,  sudi  as  the  following : 

Toujours  pleins  de  zfele  et  de  foi, 

Toujoun  au  champ  d'  honneur  pi^ts  k  servir  d^exemple, 

1^9  nautotoiers  ds  pott  da  Temple* 

Savent  ^tre  Soldats  et  mourir  pour  leur  Roi  I 

Now  it  is  not  long  since,  that  a  man,  wdl  knbwn 
in  Eurc^,  w^t  through  this  tasm,  and  passed  thid 

♦  The  Count  de  Precy,  who  commanded  in  the  towa^  cut  his 
way  through  on  the  morning  of  the  surrender,  (iQth  of  October, 
If 93,)  with  les*  than  one  thousand  followers,  Vrho  most  of  ihetb^ 
perished  in  the  attempt.  The  author  had  a  brother  in  this  devote^ 
troop,  and  his  father  perished  on  the  ramparts  the  day  before-,  the 
sorrehder  of  Lyons. 
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Tery  Part  du  Temple,  on  his  way  to  Paris,  with  a 
hluidlul  oi  followers,  for  the  express  purpose  of  de- 
throning the  king ;  no  one  dreamed  of  stopping  him : 
the  natttonniers  du  Port  du  Tanple  did  not  stir:  8U-> 
p^dal  observers  might  therefore  suf^pose  what  they; 
read  on  the  Qag  to  be  an  impud^it  lie — or  ironical — ^ 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other — it  is  simply  a  poetical 
fiction!     The  day  required  besides  a  smart  dress,< 
white  jacket  and  trowsers,  with  red  and  blue  sashes, 
scmiething  of  a  dramatic  attitude  and  language — these 
people  are  acting  a  certain  part,  as  every  one  else, 
doth  here,  that  is  all ;  they  practise  no  deception ;  x^;h^ 
body  believes  what  they  say ;  and  if  any  good  royal-, 
ist,  taking  them  at  their  word,  should  come  and  pro^.. 
pose  to  them  to  die  for  their  king  in  good  e^nest, 
they  would  laugh  at  him  for  his  folly,  and  justly  too ; 
for,  speaking  the  language  of  the  country,  it  would 
not  be  their  fault  if  they  were  not  understood.    There; 
are  people,  even  in  France,  who  indulge  in  jokes 
about  French  girmiettes,  (^c. — that  is,  I  think,  scarcely 
fiur,  you  might  as  well  pretend  to  stigmatize  Talma, 
or  Mademoiselle  Mars,  with  the  name  of  girouettes, 
fi;»r  not  acting  every  night  the  same  part,  as  our 
French  politicians  and  philosophers,   for  dianging: 
sides  and  principles  from  day  to  day.     Some  of  them 
will  tell  you  their  principle  is,  that  there  are  no 
principles ;    and  I  de^oi  the  declaration  to  be  very 
honest. 
The  moral  phenomenon  observed  at  Paris  during 
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the  massacre  in  the  prisons,  of  September,  1793,  oc- 
curred ag€dn  at  Lyons  ;  occasional  caprices  of  humar 
nity  spared  sc«ne  of  the  devoted  prisoners.  Execu- 
tioners were  seen  to  leave  their  bloody  work,  in  order 
to  conduct  home  a  rescued  victim,  cmd  enjoy,  even 
to  tears,  the  meeting  with  their  friends ;  then  return 
whence  they  came,  as  fiirious  as  ever.  These  people 
were  not  precisely  danons,  but  eminent  tragedians, 
folly  worked  up  to  their  part,  and  to  an  excess  of  good 
acting.  Madame  de  Stael  has  remarked  somewhere 
of  the  Italians,  that  they  abstain  from  nothing  because 
they  are  seen^  or  do  nothing  becattse  they  are  seen — the 
aphcMism,  just  reversed,  would  suit  their  neighbours 
a^irably: — highly  patriotic  at  the  theatre,  they 
scarcdy  have  in  reality  any  public  spirit,  nor  would 
submit  in  secret  to  the  smallest  personal  sacrifice  for 
the  good  of  the  country.  In  thus  openly  denoqndng 
this  theatrical  propensity  of  my  countrymen,  I  intend 
doing  them  a  service :  but  I  am  aware  I  am  doing 
none  to  my  book  in  France. 

Chambery,  August  29/ 

We  slept  last  night  at  Bourgoin ;  its  great  marsh, 
drained  six  years  ago,  is  become  an  immense  mea- 
dow of  great  value  and  beauty,  surrounded  with 
gentle  hills  well  stocked  with  our  favourite  walnut 
trees,  and  with  creditable  farm-houses  :  farther  south, 
Dauphvne  becomes  highly  picturesque ;  a  continua- 
tion of  tihe  same  agreeable  landscape,  enlivened  by 
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munaioiiis  brings,  the  surest  test  of  a  fine  country^ 
l^rought  us  to  Pont  de  Beamoisin  ;  where^  after  some 
detention  at  the  custom-house,  we  proceeded  towarc^ 
ihe  celebrated  passage  of  Les  Echdles.  A  narrow^  bojt 
(^cell^t,  road  is  carried,  by  a  very  gradual  ascQnt)» 
jsiong  the  Q'brupt  face  of  the  mountain,  and,  in  many 
{Places,  cut  into  the  rock  which  overhangs  the  roa4 
cm  one  side,  while  on  the  other  it  fonxis  a  {Nreci{Hee, 
guarded  by  a  low  wall :  the  total  ascent  does  jgipt  0x- 
^eed  five  or  &\x  hundred  feet:  an  equal  descei^ 
lirought  us  to  a  vaUey,  surrounded  by  creditable 
ledd«g  mountains^  which  might  have  appeared 
greater  lud  we  not  so  iiecwtly  been  fincmg  the  Alps^ 
The  Qrande,  Chartreuse  is  situated  in  one  of  th^ 
wiMest  recesses  <^  these  mpuntain?^  south-east^  to- 
iwards  Grenolde.  The  ouliet  of  the  valley,  towatda 
€avoy,  was  formerly  by  a  natural  cavern  through  ^ 
jiiiountain»  to  attain  the  mouth  of  whidi»  the  ussistmliiee 
cl*  ladders  was  required ;  thaice  the  name  <^  Ijm  Ekkdf 
les.  One  hundred  and  forty-foulr  years  ago,  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  Emanuel  II.,  as  the  traveller  is  in- 
formed by  a  marble  inscription  on  the  spot,  cut  down 
^  riocks  into  a  hollow  road,  with  perpendicular  sides, 
to  a  great  depth;  it  is  barely  practicable  for  car- 
riagesj  by  the  help  of  additional  horses  or  oxea.  A 
third  paspage  was  undertaken  by  Buonaparte  thtough 
^  moiMPitain  r  the  gallery,  nine  hundred  fe^  long, 
twfaaty-five  fe<^t  ^^gh,  ai»d  fts  much  broad,  li  oom- 
[^t^,  aH  ^t  thq  puteide  road  to  it :  the  ascent  H 
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very  easy ;  eighty  mineiB  vorked  ait  it  nightaiMlday 
far  tiiree  year$t~tbe  view  it  affords,  as  tlnough  a 
hogp  tube,  is  rery  singular.  This  great  work  was 
put  to  a  very  cfaaracteriBtic  use  during  the  hundred 
dajrs»  being  occupied  as  a  military  position  by  Mar^ 
shal  Suchet,  to  oppose  the  entrance  of  the  AuttnaiMM 
Tbe  road  and  the  gallery  were  again  inousd»ered 
n^  tb^ofi^nal  rocks  tumbled  down  inle^  thesr  old 
][^aoe$»  and  every  thing  was  done  to  restore  the  fim 
mar  and  tljie.new  passages  to  their  wikl  stata  The 
dowB&l  of  Buonaparte  stof^ed  short  this  work  of 
destruetion^  and  the  road  is  again  in  a  way  of  for^ 
wardoess.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  howevier,  that  every 
individual  Savoyard  I  spdce  to  on  the  subject,  r^ 
gretted  the  dbange,  and  this  for  very  CQgimt  nasmsk 
Xhe  r^ulagc  of  Itedy  passed  here  j  tlie  labour  of  this 
and  other  roads  employed  a  great  number  of  iahabi* 
tents ;  the  numerous  French  garrisox^,  and  frt^uait 
paf^ing  of  troops,  introduced  money  into  thdr  fod 
eeuiAry/aixl  cseated  a  market  for  their  produce,  tD 
iduch  Biustbe  added  the  present  scaxdty,  ailiilHi1»d^ 
however  absurdly  or  wickedly,  to  the  restoradoiL     i 

:^^Ebouit  fififl^  miles  afier  passing  Lex^  Ecfidli^,  and 
^mt  beyond  the  last  post-house^  situated  in  a  d^gbt; 
IM  liib^e  mU^»  begins  a  mouBOkain  ^bauhmmty  wfaieh 
QQirers  aow^le  of  tail^»  over  ynhiMiM».  rcfed  paMtas 
This  a«3id«il)  happened  abpul  ftafty  yesf e  ago.  A 
ftaif)end9ttfk'wat<^^,  of  very  gesatr  beauty,  ddteches 
itoriS  fiN)ii^.iduLt  faxl  ai  the  mdudtain^  whinde  tbe 
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ihukment  took  place,  and  n^y  v^  probaUy  liave 
had  some  agency  in  it.  Rousseau  gave  a  y&rj  ani* 
mated  description  of  the  scenery,  about  seventy  years 
ago,  and  before  the  ^boulement,  of  which  he,:  of 
coarse,  says  nothing:  his  description  still  suits. the 
pMsent  appearance. 

Quanbery  is  a  small  town,  not  old,  not  ugly,  and 
rather  dean,  whidi  is  saying  a  great  deal  in  a  coun- 
try where  ndther  the  works  of  man,  nor  man  him- 
self, are  distinguished  by  outward  advantages.  That 
exoellest  work  called  Descrijdion  Routih'e  et  Qeogra- 
plaqM  d$  VEmpbre  FranfoU,  (PEmpire  Fran$;<^s,  now 
reduced  to  a  more  conveni^it  size,  does  not  esXmd 
quite  to  Chambery,)  gives  it  nine  or  ten  thouj^d 
iidiabitanis ;  judging  fi^onl  the  quietness  of  the  place, 
I  should  not  have  supposed  more  than  half  that 
ntiBber. 

Auguat  30; — Early  this  morning,  we  took  a  guide 
to  the  Charmettes^  the  too  famous  retreat  of  Madame 
De  Warens.  It  is.  really  most  beaiitifiil,  and  answer- 
ing strickly  Rousseau's  description.  ''  Entce  dexoi 
cftteaux  assez  elevds,''  he  says,  ''  est  un  petit  vallon 
nord  et  sud,  au  fond  duquel  coule  une  rigde,  (a  rigole 
is  the  diamiel  for  water  to  run  in,  but  the  rigde  itself 
cannot  be  said  to  cotUer^)  entre  des  caiOoux  et  des 
arbres.  Le  long  de  ce  vallon  k  mi-c6t^  sont  quelques 
maiscms  ^parses,  f<»rt  agrfeables  pour  quicpnque  aime 
un  asile  un  peu  sauvage  et  retirtg.  Apr^  avoir 
essays  deux  ou  trois  de  ces  maisons,  nous  choisimes 
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enfin  la  plus  jdie,  appartenaiit  A  un  g^Milhoiiiine, 
qui  6toit  au  service  de  Mr.  Nairet.  La  maisgn 
^it  tr^s  logeable,  au  deyant  un  jardin  en  t»- 
rasse,  une  vigne  au  dessus,  un  verger  au  desaoiis, 
Tis*&-vis  un  petit  bois  de  cMtaigniers,  une  foittaine 
d  port6e :  plus  haut  dans  la  Montague  des  pr^a  poor 
I'entretien  du  b6tail,  enfin  tout  ce  quil  falloit  pour  le 
petit  menage  champStre,  que  nous  y  voulions  ^tablir : 
autant  que  je  puis  me  rappeler  le  temps  et  les  dates, 
nous  en  primes  possessicHi  vers  la  fin  de  r^t6  1736. 
J*^tois  transport^  le  premier,  jour  que  nous  y  cou* 
cfaames."  Rousseau  does  not  say  enough  of  the  rivulet, 
wfaidi  runs  along  a  hollow  way,  covered  over  with 
trees,  with  here  and  there  a  very  fine  ^impse  of  the 
prospect  between  the  branches;  he  does  not  say 
enough  of  the  petit  bois  de  chdtaigmers,  which  hangs 
down  the  slope  where  the  house  is  built :  it  is  very 
i^nall ;  two  rooms  and  a  kitchen  below  (the  kitchen 
a  late  addition,)  ajid  three  bed-ro(»ns  up  stairs;  the 
stone  stairs  very  wide  and  massy.  Madame  de 
Warens'  room  and  Rousseau's  were  adjoining.  'Qid 
garden  is  of  course  odious ;  the  vigne  above,  and  the 
wrger  below,  scarcely  less  so.  The  following  in- 
scription, engraved  on  a  stone  in  the  wall,  deserves 
to  be  mentioned : 

Ri^duit,  par  Jean  Jacques  kabit^» 
Tu  me  rappelles  son  g^nie, 
Sa  solitude,  sa  fiert6, 
Et  ses  malheurs,  et  sa  folic, 
Vol.  I.  .  U 
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A  la  gMre,  k  la  T^ril^ 
II  Of  a  consacrer  sa  vie, 
Et  ftit  toujours  pers^cut^ 
.     .     Ott.pwriui-iiiAine^Qiiparreyivie. 

Hiat  Rousseau  really  sought  truth  is  now  scarcely 
Mieved  l^  any  body,  and  evefi^  allowing  for  Us 
madness,  It  est  jug^,  c'est  un  mpotteur.  I  was 
riiodced  to  find  that  these  lines,  good  as  they  ctf  ^ 
tainly  are,  had  been  written  there  in  1792,  by  one 
of  those  wretches  the  Convention  used  to  saad  to 
foreign  countries,  under  the  name  of  Comndasaircs^ 
to  organize  evil  in  its  worst  shape — Herauh  de 
Sechelles. 

llie  hiU,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  house  is  built, 
rises  to  the  height  of  pwhaps  six  or  seven  hundred 
foet  above  QiaDabery,  affi>rding  a  good  view  of  its 
vaBey  branching  out  towards  MoobneUeau  on  the 
south-east ;  the  Ecbelles  in  the  south-^west ;  and  the 
lake  of  Bourket  north.    The  road  to  G^ieva,  in  front, 
was  lost  behind  a  very  picturesque  mcnmtain,  thet 
Dent  de  Nkolet.     Every  way,  but  mostly  towacda 
the  lake  of  Bourget,  lids  valley  was  adoamed  with  a 
great  number  of  respectable  looking  residences,  which 
may  possibly  be  called  chAtMUXy  but  which  undaiA»t- 
ecfty  deserve  the  name  of  gendemen's  houses,  peepiiig 
out  of  shady  groves;  and  the  country,  in  general, 
very  woody,  luxuriant,  and  beautiful.     The  town  of 
Chambery  itself,  although  it  did  little  to  improve  the 
view,  did  not  spoil  it ;  the  slate  roofs  having  a  neat 
appearance.     Conversing  with  our  guide,  a  young 
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iUkm  of  eighteen,  we  found  Mm,  like  idl  the  rest,  re- 
gnttin;  Ae  French,  i  prt  htm  in  mmd  erf*  the  con^ 
Ktiftioa:  he  said  the  militia  was  worse;  thrt  the 
femg  men,  after  servmf  all  &e  stmuner  in  the  mi- 
Utia,  wem  sent  back  in  winter  to  consnae^  the  re^ 
wMtfsm  of  tlie  paternal  roof,  fessened  by  their  f^icMl 
absence;  a  duU^  stupidsmfke,  without  proil  of  gferyy 
ire.  11isy'aUcoiiq>teinbftiieh»iteies8^oftheoAci9^ 
s^itby  thePiedaioiitese  government  fa  rale  oiverHiettk 

Aix,  August  31. 

We  came  here  yesterday^  from  Chambaryt  a  dkh 

tance  of  cnly  twel¥e  mttesi,  through  one  ci  the /nest; 

huttifti&i  cQwwftriflii  I  ever  saw.    The  load*  ndiicb  ift 

]mei  mA  «»eeHaiit»  rima  along  an  elevated  rjdg^,,^ 

sfifltioCqpeit  gtiove  of  eheafesiit  and  wafawit  tuees  ef  ii» 

gnnrtfa^  slopki^  down  on  both  si^ei  of  icw  tcywjwdii 

Y9ikyA  flanked  widi  Hafmitwns;  these  on  the^  1^  nor^ 

fisctnnalefy  hid  the  Idee  of  BowgeL    Bcjbnd.  in  ai 

aouthem  dsnction^  towards  Qrenobie,  snonry  wcnm^ 

tains  of  a  very  fiiie,  fonB»  bnit  the  .uNoaea  of/v^diidi 

haore  escaped  me^  appeared  thsou^  the  magmfiMwte 

vntafcnaedfagp  the  trees  of  the  road    Aixilselfhaft; 

nodiin^  to  reoomnead  iU  but  the  warnx  bstidut^  whiclr 

we  stadd  heie  to  try.    Taking  a  gsklev;  we  first  set^ 

daoot  the  cnriositiiss  <£  the  pboe,  whjdi;  fiittsBiatelgi^ 

(hd  no^  prove  noneroiis.    These  wajteis  were  irev 

quented  by  the  'BUmam^  whsiae  airiitMianiccsia  eoa^ 

u  f 
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structicxis,  for  the  purpose  of  bathing,  steaviing, 
^c,  have  been  partly  discovered,  but  many  more 
r^qiain  buried.  Wl^Lt  we  saw  was  built  of  large 
bricks,  faced  with  marble  and  other  stones,  bedded 
in  very  hard  mortar,  and  in  the  usual  style  of  pon- 
derous solidity.  The  ruins  have  in  some  instances 
been  transformed  into  wine-cellars,  or  put  to  viler 
purposes.  The  modem  baths,  splendid  in  their  ap* 
pearance,  are  constructed  for  medical  purposes  only ; 
that  is,  for  the  douclies,  and  for  steaming.  A  number 
of  attendants,  men  and  women,  are  always  ready  to 
c^r  their  services  to  the  patients  of  their  sex,  who 
are  brought  there  in  great  numbers  duiing  the  sum- 
mer season,  mostly  for  paralytic  and  rheumatic  com- 
plaints, I  bdieve*  A  stream  of  the  hot  spring  is 
directed,  by  means  of  a  tin  leader,  to  the  diseased 
limb,  which  is,  besides,  rubbed,  kneaded,  or  clmnir 
pooed,  secundem  artem^  by  three  vigorous  SavoyardSf 
if  the  patient  is  a  man,  or  five  Savoyardci,  if  a  woman, 
at  ihe  expense  of  thirty  sous,'  French  money.  The 
same  champoamg  takes  place  when  the  pati^oit  is 
steamed  The  temperature  of  the  spring  is  com- 
monly 105''  of  Fahrenheit,  (SS""  of  Reaumur) ;  some- 
times more,  and  then  it  is  not  uncommon  for  the 
patient  to  iaint  away.  We  observed  a  horse  under  a 
qKNity  taking  the  dwcht  on  his  Tunq>,  for  lameness 
ia  Ma  hind  leg;  he  seemed  to  enjoy  eirtremely  the 
hat  stream  pouring  upon  him*— 'tossed  Ids  head«  but 
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did  not  o^rwise  stir  an  indi,  fthfaoiigh  not  held  by 
any  body.  There  are  not  any  conyeniencies  at  the 
springs  for  mere  bathing.  The  water  is  brought  to 
the  houses  of  the  town,  awkwardly  and  laboriously, 
by  men,  who  carry  on  their  shoulders,  by  means  of 
a  stick,  a  large  tub,  three  of  wfaidi  fill  a  bath ;  the 
whole  expense  is  thirty  sous.  The  water  must  cod 
about  two  hours  before  you  can  get  into  the  bath ; 
the  smell  is  that  of  Harrogate  water  (gunpowder), 
TheTe  are  some  pleasantly  situated  boarding-houses, 
particulariy  the  oiie  where  the  Roman  antiquities  are. 
The  clamorous,  testless,  and  bustling  manners  of 
ihe  common  people  of  Aix,  their  antiquated  and 
ragged  dress,  their  diminutive  stature  and  ill-favoured 
countenances,  strongly  recalled  to  my  mind  the  popu- 
lation of  France,  such  as  I  remember  it  formerly :  for 
a  considerable  change  has  certainly  taken  place,  in 
all  such  respects,  between  the  years  1789  and  1815. 
The  people  of  France  are  decidedly  less  noisy,  iand 
graver,  better  dressed,  and  cleaner;  all  this  may  be 
accounted  for,  but  handsomer  is  not  so  readily  under* 
stood  ^priori.  It  seems  as  if  the  hardships  of  war, 
having  successively  carried  off  all  the  weakly,  those 
who  survived  have  regenerated  the  species.  The 
people  have  undoabtedly  gained  much  by  the  Revo- 
lution on  the  score  of  property,  and  a  little  as  to  po- 
litical institutions.  They  certainly  semn  conscious  of 
some  advantage  attained,  and  to  be  proud  of  it— not 
prc^rly  civil  liberty,  wfaidi  is  little  utKderstood  and 
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iieseEted  in  «lMli  tiitngs,  aUfaough  tiot  iho^i^  of  ia 

all  iCbe  easentisdte  of  aoeiety.    Tbi»  itew*bom  equality 

is  very  touchy,  as  if  itibk  yet  insecure ;  Iheaoe  a  <ie- 

^ee<^  rudeness  in  the  coonux)  intercomse  wiih  the 

lower  dass,  and,  mare  or  less,  all  dasses,  very  differ- 

texA  ftam  the  dkl  prDveitiial  French  pditeness.    This 

disagreeable  circomBtanoe  is,  hovreTer,  a  goad  sign ; 

pride  is  a  step  in  mds^  improirenient,  from  a  vtfy 

Jbw  state.    These  opimons,  I  asn  well  aware,  will  not 

pass  in  France  wiidiout  aninndv^rsiDn,  as  it  is  not  to 

be  ezperted  liie  saooe  judgmeiBt  will  be  Ibrmed  of 

things  uodsr  different  circumstaiioes*    H  mj  critics 

Abere  will  only  go  three  (x  four  thcusand  miles  ofl& 

and  stay  away  a  quarter  of  a  oentury,  I  dare  say  wb 

idiall  agree  better  when  we  compare  notes  cq  their 

oretvofift. 

Obns^a,  Sept.  I. 

Ftam  Abs  the  country  oantbraes  e^str^oiely  beau- 
tiful^ asnd  naless  fertile.  I  do  not  temember  a  fioer 
oouiitry  any  where  than  Savoy ;  yet  the  people  ap- 
pear wrctdiedly  poor,  wJthonl  any  apparent  esoess 
4rf  popubfcion.  The  dislike  to  Gejaeva  »  vmr0t9A% 
althou^  Hye^  adknowledge,  that  in  many  -of  tfie 
nei^bouring  tillages,  Che  ij^abjl^asfe^  would  ha^ 
perished  last  winter,  if  th«y  had  not  been  aissisted  by 
humane  persons  fri^^n  Oene^  who  took  the  troofale 
to  go  and  Mm  among  them,  ix  seyeral  montlm,  to 
(B«qf^nt^d  <iie  making  and  dii^iatHiting  ^  epoiKimif 


Md  soups,  provided  at  their  own  expense.  Tkey 
mete,  they  say,  afraid  for  the  safety  rf  their  town; 
The  Genevois  are  sangsues  qtd  ies  mangent.  Cotn^ 
mud  cela,  vom  premient  Us  rien  de  force? --Oh!  U 
faudr^it  bien  voir  celaf  non^  nan,  c'est  tout  par  rtue; 
iU  nous  nendmt  taut  an  poids  de  Vort  Ek  pounpwi 
aohetez  vous  d*euj>? — Ah,  damss  moi^  je  ne  sais  pas : 
c'est  que  nous  sommes  si  hites,  nous  autres  Savoyards  t 
Such  is  literally  the  sort  of  dialectic  of  ttiese  good 
pec^e,  and  it  is  net  peculiar  to  them.  I  have  heard 
tfawi  say  likewise,  scornfully— Ccix  vCeri  pas  phm 
grand  que  ma  poehe,  et  pourtant  si  riche !  ITiis  last 
word  soives  at  once  the  enigma  of  their  dislike— tiie 
jealousy  of  superiority  of  sdl  kinds. 

The  dialectic  of  ignorance,  stimulated  by  envy, 
is  by  no  means  confined  to  Savoy,  CeUi  n'esl  pai 
plus  grand  que  ina  poche,  the  people  also  said  of  the 
hated  t^pvdDlic,  et  pourtant  si  riche  f 

Two  of  the  tte-ee  entrances  of  Goieva  aflbrd  but 
an  uti&vourable  view  of  it;  shabby  streets,  ill  built 
and  ill  paved;  some  of  them  overshadowed  by  cer- 
tain awkward  projections  of  the  roofe,  supported  by 
^nder  wooden  props,  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  fipom  thcr 
houses,  and  nmning  up  to  the  height  of  four  or  five 
stories ;  a  sort  of  burlesque  on  the  arcades  of  Berne. 
Nothing  can  be  more  different  from  the  tranquil 
magesty,  deaoliness,  and  ordeo:  of  the  latter  town, 
tbah  the  busthng,  vulgar,  and  dirty  appearance  of 
the  rU6s  kBsse$  of  Odoeva.    Tbe  lUme,  <if  a  brigteer 
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blue  than  the  faeaTms,  and  perfectly  tvmefm^BBt^ 
darts  through  the  town  with  a  dwiflness  which  tiie 
eye  can  scarcely  dwell  upon. 

The  best  entrance,  and  it  is  really  fine,  is  that  by 
which  we  came  in  this  time  fi^om  Savoy;  a  lawn  of 
above  thirty  acres,  surrounded  with  venerable  forest- 
trees,  spreads  outside  the  walls;  and  when  you  have 
passed  the  gate,  which  is  of  good  ardiitecture,  a  row 
of  excellent  houses  appears  on  the  top  of  a  stupen- 
dous terrace,  whidi  you  reach  by  a  gradual  slope  and 
a  public  walk,  (la  tr6ille)  well  shaded,  asd  a&rding  a 
noble  prospect.  A  botanical  garden,  imn^diaftdy 
under  the  eye,  does  not  improve  this  prospect ;  but 
to  the  inhabitants  it  makes  a  happy  diversion  to  the 
melancholy  recollections,  which  the  beauti&l  walk 
formerly  there  had  otherwise  brought  to  their  mind, 
being  the  spot  where  executions  took  place  during 
the  short  reign  of  terror  imported  frcm  France,  in 
1794.  Certain  pretenders  to  liberty  chose  to  erect  on 
this  spot  an  obelisk,  eighty  feet  high,  with  a  bust  df 
Rousseau  on  the  top  of  it ;  but  the  real  friends  of 
that  {diilosopher,  unwilling  to  see  the  errors  of  genius 
assimilated  to  the  excesses  of  brutal  ignorance,  have 
since  pulled  down  the  disgraceful  monument. 

In  the  summer  season,  all  Geneva  is  out  of  town :  a 
taste  for  the  country  prevailing  very  generally,  and  the 
country  residences  of  the  inhabitants  are  much  supe- 
rior to  those  in  the  city.  Most  of  them  are  shaded  by 
horse  chestnuts,  which  succeed  better  than  most  trees 


in  the  famigry  grayel  about  this  plaoe.  With  the  Alps 
above,  and  the  lakes  below,  the  view  is  neoessaiily 
fine  from  almost  any  spot.  The  first  impression,  in  re- 
gard to  these  numerous  oountry-hoi^ses  is,  that  they  are 
too  big  for  the  ground  they  stand  upon;  builtinadty 
liketaste,  rather  than  nual  or  picturesque,  most  of 
them  have  a  paved  court,a  walled  garden,  and  terrao^s 
in  the  French  or  Italian  taste,  with  rows  of  expiring 
exotics  in  their  pots,  as  wdl  as  a  Dutch  Belvidere  on 
the  road-side,  furnished  with  seats ;  of  which,  I  must 
say,  to  the  credit  of  good  taste,  that  the  dust  is  not 
often  wiped  off.  All  this  belongs  to  a  wealthier,  but 
coarser,  age,  gone  by :  no  one  would  now  build  or  plant 
so;  but  many  subitait  to  leave  things  as  they  are,  and 
wear  the  laoed  coat  of  their  grand-fath^,  with  the  old- 
ftshioned  and  tawdry  ornament  still  on  it.  This,  how- 
ever, applies  to  the  smaller  country  residences ;  most 
of  the  larger  ones  are  intended  to  be  in  the  Rng^sh 
taste.  It  seems  an  easy  matter  to  do  well  in  regard  to 
gardens,  for  the  first  requisite  is  to  do  little.  Good 
houses  are  few  in  Geneva,  and  although  some  of  them 
are  admijrably  situated,  the  rest  of  the  town  is  either 
melanchdy  and  dull,  or  mean  and  noisy.  If  the  /tftero/ 
party  once  obtained  of  the  UgiUmaU  party  access  in 
and  out  of  town  all  night,  most  of  the  nearest  country- 
houses  would  be  inhabited  winter  ,and  summer.  Three 
of  om*  five  letters  of  introduction  have  procured  a 
fiiendly  reception :  our  first  acquaintances  have  led  to 
others,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  Genevan 
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hmpitAtj.    MsevrWere  difuiers  are  the  cmtant  com 
IB  whidi  a  debt  of  civiKty,  cotitracted  by  a  fyfeign  in- 
tfodhiclaofi,  is^  expected  to  be  disch^ged,  here  sciries; 
but  the<HVcii]alti0&  of  the  latter  medium  of  exchange 
takes  place  in  winter  <»dy ;  in  this  season,  Oenevans 
are  only  visible  tnthe  country  and  indittdually^a  better 
inode  by  fat  ofsedng  them.    WaJkmg  does  not  seem 
k>  fora  any  oensiderable  part  of  female  amusementB^ 
Genevan  kdies  are  graat  readers  and  dxawers  ;  ibey 
are  masical  likewise,  and  attend  methodically  to  their 
housekeeping  and  the  educaticm  of  their  childr^i.  We 
were  "Straek  wi^  ike  plaintive  gentleness  <£  their  tone 
of  ^ce ;  and  tbe  modesty  of  their  demeanour  oonfirma 
their  general  reputation,  ifer  scandal  is  scarcely  known 
here.    Such  is  the  fitst  impression  we  have  received 
respecting  the  best  part  of  ^  Genevan  wotld :  pious^ 
weH^nfonned,  good  mothers  of  £uniiies,  the  valuable 
qualities  of  Genevaai  ladies  are  undisputed ;  but  it  is 
asserted,  that  the  residt  of  all  is  a  considerable  degree 
of  pedantry,  want  d  ease  and  warmth,  except  for 
Iheir  immediate  fiiends.    Disposed  as  I  might  imvt 
been  to  believe  in  these  clharges,  I  do  not,  aa  trial,  find 
tSiem  supported  ;  and  my  verdict,  if  called  foft,  would 
henetguUty.  Tbe«e  are  not  many  Parisiennes  noW'^gu- 
days,  who,  witlioiA  being  femmes  mwentes,  have  not 
about  as  much  leamii^  as  the/emme#  MmmAea  of  Mo^ 
H^fere.     In  Mrs.  Montague**  time,  the  l^ondon  laxMeft 
dT  her  society,  denominated  blue  stocking,  might  pro* 
bably  have  hesitated  aboitf  attending  the  bcftures  cS 
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tile  ftsitirii  Institotioii,  and  takiiig  notes,  aMhough 
ladies  now  are  not  deemed  blue  ibr  doing  bo<ih:  and 
fifty  years  hence,  those  now  obnoxious  to  the  name 
would  be  lost  in  the  crowd  of  still  deeper-read  ladies. 
It  is  all  a  matte?  (^comparison. 

Bomebody  has  said,  that  he  did  not  object  to  tSne 
stockings,  provMed  the  petticoats  were  hit  Img  enough  ; 
and  that  is,  in  fact,  the  main  point.  When  learomg  is 
g^ierally  diffused,  and  good  morals  quite  conmion, 
both  prudery  and  pedantry  are  necessarily  out  <rf  the 
question,  for  we  cannot  be  «aid  to  afiect  the  qudities 
we  really  possess,  and  we  are  not  proud  of  advantages 
every  body  enjoys.  I  Ihiidc  tiiere  is  here  very  little 
£dfectation  of  wk  or  smartness  in  conversation,  whidi 
is  much  in  fiivour  of  the  state  of  society,  for  of  jA 
sorts  of  pretensions,  this  im  the  most  unfortunate  isxt 
hkn  wtio  iMbS  it,  as  weU  as  for  those  who  imuBt  endure 
it  Btfti^^etexisions  to  leaning  Imving  something  p^ 
^e  fix*  their  object,  am  easily  brought  to  the  test.  No 
QD&  can  long  be  mistaken  hims^  as  to  his  own  quati- 
fications^  or  long  expectto  impose  <m o&€vs;  theM 
people,  therefore,  in  <x»ifimng  th<^r  paints  KSt  con^e^ 
aatkm  Tery  mudi  to  positive  knowledge,  msk  tnueii  \em 
lafik  xif  bBHtg  ridiouleus  andctfensive  iham  their  nei|^ 
hours.  Among  the  very  many  men  of  letters  Geneva 
has  produced^  it  is  remarkable  enough  there  scarcely 
is,  I  do  not  say  a  poet,  but  a  versifier;  for  assuredly, 
if  the  lively  and  strong  delineation  of  feelings  and  of 
facts,  and  the  art  of  awQJbacuiigw  qtimcB  the  donnwik 
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Acuities  of  the  mind  be  poetry,  few  countries  can 
boast  of  greater  poets  than  J.  J.  Rousseau  and  Mad. 
de  Stael.  Undoubtedly  the  mother  of  a  family,  de- 
voted to  her  husband  and  her  children,  may  have  less 
smsibility  to  spare  for  the  people  of  her  society ;  but 
they  may,  in  their  turn,  seds  a. compensation  where 
she  finds  hers,  and  sidSfer  her  to  remain  a  living  con- 
tradiction of  the  witty,  but  false,  aphorism,  that  in  this 
world  pleasures  are  all  eitiier  unwholesome  or  sinful. 
The  morals  of  Geneva,  during  the  last  half  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  were  not  by  any  means  so  unob- 
jectionable, although  purer  than  in  most  other  parts  of 
Europe ;  luxury  and  idleness  exerting  their  usual  in- 
fluence, the  universal  relaxation  had  gained  ground; 
but  the  French  Revolution  coming  towards  the  latter 
end  rf  this  wicked  age,  swept  away  together  vices  and 
virtues,  property  and  life*.  Half  a  century  will  be 
necessary  to  rebuild  G^ieVan  fortunes ;  adversity,  in 
the  mean  time,  and  serious  cares,  have  restored  the 
itational  diaracter,  not  assuredly  to  calvinistical  aus- 
terity, but  to  simplicity,  solidity,  and  a  preference  of 
domestic  enjoyments  over  all  others.  I  have  occasion- 
ally heard  music  executed  with  that  &cility  whidi 
marks  great  practice;  drawing  is  very  generally  culti- 

*  The  city  of  Geneva  had,  before  the  Revolution,  seventeen 
millions  a  year  in  the  French  Funds,  of  which  about  twelve  on  their 
own  account.  They  have  lost  the  two-thirds  (eight  millions),  which 
is  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  francs  a  year  to  each  individual 
throughout  the  whole  population ;  those  who  had  the  income  spend- 
ing it,  of  course,  among  Uiose  who  had  not. 
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vated:  and  you  meet  with  these  accomplifihinente  iil 
&inilies,  where,  from  all  circumstances,  you  might 
wonder  there  should  be  found  time  to  acquire  them ; 
this  is  explained,  when  you  remark  how  few  women 
above  the  lower  ranks  are  seen  about  the  streets,  or 
any  where  but  at  home,  except  a  few  hours  at  night ; 
there  are  no  morning  visits  at  all. 

On  the  subject  of  accomplishments  the  fdlowing 
anecdote  deserves  mentioning : — Mr.  de  Candole,  Pro- 
fessor of  Botany,  at  Geneva,  but  whose  reputation  is 
European,  made  use,  in  a  course  of  lectures,  of  a  very 
valuable  collection  of  drawings  of  American  plants,  in* 
trusted  to  him  by  a  celebrated  Spanish  botanist,  Mr. 
Mosino,  who,  having  occasion  for  this  collection  sooner 
than  was  expected,  sent  for  it  back  again.  Mr.  de 
C.  having  communicated  the  circumstances  to  his 
audience,  with  the  expression  of  his  regrets ;  some 
ladies,  who  attended  the  lectures,  offered  to  copy, 
with  the  aid  of  their  friends,  the  whole  collection  in  a 
week,  and  the  task  was  actually  performed.  The 
drawings,  eight  hundred  and  sixty  in  number^  and 
filling  thirteen  folio  volumes,  were  executed  by  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  female  artists ;  one,  indeed,  of 
the  ladies  alone  did  forty  of  them.  In  most  cases,  the 
principal  parts  only  of  each  plant  are  coloured,  the 
rest  only  traced  with  accuracy ;  the  execution  in  ge- 
neral very  good^  and  in  some  instances  quite  masterly. 
There  is  not,  perhaps,  another  town  of  twenty-three^ 
thousand  souls,  where  such  a  number  of  female  ar^ 


lot  TB£  REFQIUIIATIDN. 

tista;  the  greater  part  of  course  amateurs,  could  be 
fimnd.  Notwithstaiiding  the  wide  dispermon  of  the 
dl»rings,  there  were  not  any  lost;  aiidc»ie  of  them 
having  be^i  accidentally  dropt  iathe  street^  aod  pidced 
up  by  a  giii,  ten  yeara  dd,  was  returned  to  Mr.  de 
XiJandole,  eopiedby  the  child,  udis  no  diaparagenisiift 
to  the  collection.  On  anodier  ooaaiQa^  sev^rad.  (ksawt 
Bstga  were  carried  to  a  wrong  house,  bat  there  too  they 
found  artists  able  and  willing  to  do  their  part  This 
taste  for  the  arts  and  for  knowledge  in  general  is  um^ 
yersaL  I  noticed  a  recj  good  drawing  at  a.  watcbr 
maker's ;  that  is  my  sigt§t9t  the  man  said«  Oid  Spcm 
ky  on  the  table ;  bis  mfe  was  reada^  iL  St  Oois 
and  de  la  Rive,  both  dead  some  years,  were  paihtero 
of  the  first  order.  There  is  at  the  Mmdoi  dor  Artt  a 
Uige  picture  of  the  former,  rqfire^eniting  a  family 
flying  ftom  an  earthquake,  admiralde  in  eyery  respect 
Mr.  de  la  Rive  was  an  excell^it  landscape  painter,  in 
the  style  of  Ruysdale ;  Mr.  Topfer,  a  living  artist,  is 
the  Hogiuth  of  Geneva,  and  would  rival  Wilkie,  if  be 
earkafured  less,  and  knew  how  to  be  pathetijc  seme^ 
times.  It  would  be  di£&»ilt  to  find  povtrait  paints 
ers  comparal^  to  those  of  which  O^aeva  can  boast, 
and  if  I  do  not  name  any  of  them,  it  is^  beeaus^e 
X  cannot  name  them  att. 

Geneva  suffered  under  the  most  cruel  despotisni 
during  several  centuries,  a  j^ey  to  sdl  the  vices  usually 
generated  by  slavery,  and  to  which  the  Refonnation 
proved  a  complete  cure ;  but  the  blessinififs  of  poro 
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m«sl»,  and  a  free  govenunent,  ad  wcJl  aa  the  glorj  g£ 
hetog  the  metropoUi  of  the  Eefonaed  Cbuich»  wen& 
puischased  at  the  exp^ise  of  the  most  rigocoua  xmu 
tiate  under  Calvin.  Potitical  diaturhances,  reaultiog 
ftixn  an  iU-balaoced  ctmstitutioa,  made  the  little  rer^ 
puMiic,  during  the  greateft  part  of  laM  oentury,  a.  boat 
dal  to  all  Surest  most  gratifying  to  the  irieoda  c6 
arbitrary  power.  The  political  explosion  in  FiancOpi 
in.  1:789,  oould  not  £aU  being  feU.  -  At  GeneYs^.  tfar 
reign  of  terror  was  established  in  1794 ;  and  &nr  yeara 
after,  the  Republic  waa  s^wallowed  v^  by  France,  and 
r^nained  unwiUii^ly  united  till  the  dcwvi^  o£  OMfsnar 
parte.  The  Genevans  silently  b^^'e  an.  m^yoidabia 
yoke,  but  th^  will  waSi  not  subdued ;  aind  the  oSi^er» 
of  the  conquering  gov^mqa^it,  treated  with  cold  civi*^ 
lity,  never  were  aiciaiitted  to  any  degree  of  intimacy; 
there  always  was  a  complete  separation  between  tisiem 
and  their  masters.  The  penance  lasted  fi&eCTi  years, 
and  wfts  not  withoot  its  use,  having  aflSbrded  time  for, 
^MCtions  to  cool,  and  old  quarrela  to  be  foigottea.. 
Turning  over  a  new  leaf,  they  now  begin  the  Bepublic 
anew»  and  it  will  be  some  time  before  parties^  acqpjiir^ 
the  same  degree  of  vidence  as  heretofore.  There  ia 
on  one  side,  as  in  France,  a  pervert  dispositicm  to 
reinstate  the  cid  abuses  in  hatred  o(  the  Revolution ; 
and  a  detenmnaticw,  no  less  perverse,  on  the  other  side, 
to  reject  every  thing  that  is  not  new.  The  just  abhor-, 
rf«Qe  of  the  excesses  of  the  Revolutioa,  is  unjustly 
tr«n^erred  to  those  wholesome  principles  which  served 
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as  a  pretence  to  the  perpetrators  of  horrid  crimes,  and 
which  suflfer  for  haring  kept  sudi  bad  company.  This 
spirit  is  shewn  in  trifles,  as  wdll  as  in  things  of  im- 
portance ;  the  hour  at  which  the  gates  of  the  town  are 
to  be  closed  at  night  is  the  subject  of  angry  debates, 
and  because  it  might  have  been  very  proper  to  shut 
them  carefully  in  former  times,  the  practice  is  still  con- 
tinued now,  when  there  can  be  no  earthly  reason  for  it. 
The  two  parties  do  not  agree  better  about  the  walls  of 
the  town  than  its  gates;  but  the  question  of  the  fi»tifi* 
caticms,  being  of  rather  more  importance,  will  be  treated 
dsewhere.  In  the  mean  time,  from  the  decaying  state 
of  these  works,  it  may  be,  ere  long,  decided  for  them, 
by  thdr  opportunely  tumbling  down.  These  disputes, 
I  must  say,  however,  are  so  little  violent,  that  I  should 
not  have  known  of  their  existence,  if  I  had  not  been  told 
^  by  Genevans  themselves. 

The  insignificance  of  Geneva  as  a  power,  notori- 
ous to  its  inhabitants,  keeps  down  in  s(»ne  degree 
those  extravagant  notions  of  national  importance, 
which  prevail  in  other  countries,  and  are  disgusting 
to  those  who  do  not  partake  of  them.  Thus^  the 
subjection  of  the  Republic  was  felt  as  the  plague 
or  an  earthquake  might  be — a  public  calamity,  not 
an  insult  to  be  resented.  The  events  of  the  Revo- 
lution, already  become  historical,  are  mentioned  with- 
out violence;  and  those  even  who  were  actors  in 
scenes  of  blood,  the  more  known  from  their  having 
been  few,  live  unmolested,  and  are  nearly  fcx'gotten. 
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ftie  df  Ifaem,  imable  to  forget  himself,  and  bear  any 
HmgeT  the  tonnents  of  remorse,  has  been  heard,  of 
late  years,  calling  out  in  the  dead  of  the  ni^  on  die 
dK^ine  vengeance,  or  fot  signal  punishment,  wbieh  is 
less  dtoadftil  to  him  in  idea,  than  what  his^  own  con* 
seittice  fe  apparently  infficting. 

Scaiteeljr  settled  quietly,  and  again  masters  at 
hteme,  after  their  temporary  stibjection,  the  Genevans 
see  Aeir  internal  peace  threatened  by  religious  cotI^ 
troversy.  Two  enthusiasts,  amateurs  dethiologie,  eA 
toiim^e  de  proseMtisme*,  as  they  have  been  desig- 
nated here,  having  established  themselves  at  their 
very  gW:es,  addressed  them  nearly  to  Uiis  eSkct: 
*'  Although  ttie  territorial  extent  of  Geneva  be  smifll, 
its  fiterarjr  arid  religious  inffiience  is  great ;  and*  it 
may,  wftS  the=  he^  of  Providence^  ctoiitrifoute  tothfe 
moral  restoration  of  nations,  tainted  with  scepticism, 
incredulity,  and  superstition.  Let  the  Divine  Word 
be  preached  here  in  its  purity  and  integrity,  as  a 

*  The  author  has  no  personal  acquaintance  with  these  gentlemen, 
Mr.  Druromond  and  Mr.  Haldane,  and  he  knows  that  most  of  their 
opponents  respect  the  motives  of  their  conduct,  and  admire  their  zeal, 
mistaken  as  they  think  it.  They  pretend,  however,  that  one  of  them, 
checked  in  a  late  attempt  to  propagate  his  opinions  in  Italy,  threat- 
ened the  Pope's  government  with  the  parliamentary  influence  of  his 
friends,  which,  in  the  Catholic  question,  might  he  used  for  or  against 
emancipation,  according  as  his  mission  was  well  or  ill  received  at 
Rome.  It  is  well  for  the  Genevans  tliey  have  already  got  Versoix  from 
France,  Carouge  from  Savoy,  and  their  cannon  from  Austria;  other- 
wise they  might  also  liear  of  the  parliamentary  influence  of  this 
gentleman's  friends. 

Vol.  I.  •  X 
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mark  of  gratitude  to  the  Divine  Author  of  the  me 
deliv^aQce.  Let  light  suooeed  to  darkness,  and  the 
empire  of  God  to  the  power  of  evil." 

These  missionaries  have  not  spoken  in  vain,  and 
their  liberality  to  the  poor,  in  these  times  of  imusual 
distress,  adds  considerable  weight  to  the  doctrineft 
they  preach.  So  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  these 
doctrines,  through  their  adversaries,  they  seem  to 
place  faith  before  works :  sinful  man  is  to  await,  in 
his  unworthiness,  the  voice  of  Providence,  or  a  cer- 
tain inward  call,  which  he  neither  can  hasten  nor 
prevent,  and  which  is  to  work  his  salvation,  inde- 
pendently of  any  eflforts  of  his  ovm,  alike  unavailing 
and  presumptuous.  Prayer  and  faith  are  his  only 
means  of  salvation.  He  who  believes  is  safe,  how* 
ever  vicious  he  may  be*;  without  belief,  his  virtues 

*  The  Separatists  from  the  Church  of  Geneva  do  not  exactly  ad- 
mit the  opinions  attributed  to  foreign  Methodist  s.  Their  profession 
of  faith,  as  I  understand  it,  is  as  follows :  ^*  They  believe  that  man, 
created  pure,  has  fallen  by  his  own  fault ;  that  his  nature  being  en- 
tirely corrupted,  his  mind  blinded,  his  heart  depraved,  the  slave  of 
Sin,  he  knows  not,  by  his  own  means,  how  to  approach  God;  yet 
has  no  other  power  of  doing  good,  but  through  Him  alone.  They 
believe,  that  since  the  fall  of  Adam,  his  posterity  is  tainted  with  this 
corruption,  or  original  sin,  and  hereditary  wicicedness,  which  is  suf- 
ificient  for  the  condemnation  of  the  whole  human  race.  They  be- 
lieve, that  God  exempts  from  this  general  condemnation  those  alone, 
whom,  in  his  inscrutable  will,  he  has  elected  in  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  without  respect  to  their  actions ;  they  believe,  also,  that  the 
elect  are  made  participators  of  the.  justice  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  faith 
alone ;  that  they  are  enlightened  in  faith  by  the  inward  and  spiritual 
grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  with  which  God  favours  such  as  please 
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arail  liim  not ;  and  this  belief  can  only  be  the  resuli 
of  supernatuial  inspiration,  or,  as  it  were,  the  last 
effort  of  despair.  But  for  the  feculty  of  praying, 
which  the  Methodists  seem  to  acknowledge  to  be 
free,  since  they  recommend  the  exercise  of  it  so 
strongly,  their  doctrine  would  be  that  of  pure  and 
simple  fatelism ;  their  man  would  be  a  machine,  if 
they  did  not  leave  him  his  voice  to  call  for  help. 

These  opinions  appearing,  to  the  ministers  of  the 

Church  of  Geneva,  erroneous  in  principle  suid  imr- 

•  moral  in  their  tendency,  they  expostulated  with  those 

bim,  and  that  they  receive  by  faith  the  grace  of  holy  living; ,  faith 
necessarily  producing  good  works,  whence  they  say,  "  Faith  is  be- 
fore works  ;  but  that  faith  without  works  would  be  a  contradiction." 
They  add,  that  this  belief,  being  that  of  the  ancient  church  of  Gene- 
va, oi  the  Lutherans  as  well  as  of  Calvinists,  of  the  Episcopaliaos 
as  well  as  of  English  Nonconformists,  they  might  retort  upon  their 
lulversaries  the  et)ithet  of  Separatists.  That,  moreover,  it  docs  not 
belong  to  philosophy  .to  reprove  the  hopeless  rigour  of  their  prin- 
ciples, since  it  has  itself  acknowledged  the  impossibility  of  human 
reason  comprehending  the  doctrines  of  free  will,  and  since  the  pre- 
destination of  Calvin  is  fully  as  philosophical  as  it  is  christian.  These 
speculative  questions,  they  also  add,  do  not  prevent  the  Christian, 
any  more  than  the  philosopher,  from  recommending  the  practice  of 
virtue,  laying  aside  the  determining  causes,  which  both  the  one  and 
the  other  suppose,  in  practice,  within  us :  although,  in  theory,  they 
assume  them  to  be  without  us :  the  philosopher,  however,  looking 
for  these  outward  causes  in  this  world,  and  the  Chris^an  beyond  this 
world. 

All  this  controversy  is,  in  truth,  only  a  renewal  of  the  old  dis- 
putes between  Pelagius  and  St  Augustine ;  one  of  whom  ascribed 
to  human  reason  the  main  agency  in  the  work  of  salvation,  and  the 
other  to  divine  grace. 

X2 
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by  whom  they  were  promulgated,  and,  I  bjelieve^ 
applied  to  the  magistrates  to  have  thorn  reoaoved. 
Tbe  accusation  of  Arianism  and  Socinianism,  to^ 
wluch  these  ministers  have  often  been  exposed,  since 
the  insidious  compliment  which  IVAlembert  paid 
tilMBi  in  the  Encydopedia,  in  1758,  has  been  renewed 
upon  the  pr^^nt  occasion.  Their  enemies  accuse 
them  of  having  purposely  perverted  the  sense  <rf  the 
sacred  writii^s,  in  the  edition  of  the  Bible  which 
they  published  in  1805,  in  order  to  make  it  agree 
with  their  Socinian  doctrines  * ;  instead  of  retaining 
the  version  adopted  by  the  Church  of  Geneva  in  the 
time  of  Calvin.  Not  satisfied,  it  is  still  farther  said, 
with  this  dereliction  of  former  principles,  they  require 
from  their  young  ministers,  that  they  will  follow  the 
same  course:  thus  violating f  the  fundamental  regu- 
lations of  their  church,  to  which  they  had  subscribed. 

*  Among  other  variations^  they  cite  the  following:  "  We  read  iii 
the  epistle  of  St.  Peter,  in  the  old  editions,  *  A  ceux  qui  ont  eu  en 
partage  une  foi  d*un  aussi  grand  prix  que  la  notre  par  la  justice  de 
notre  Dieu  et  Sauveur  J6sus  Christ.'  '*  But  the  new  edition  of  1805 
avoids  the  assertion  of  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  by  thus  translating  it : 
"  Par  la  justice  de  notre  Dieu  et  de  notre  Sauveur."  On  the  faii^ 
ness  of  the  charge,  which  turns  on  the  correctness  of  the  translation^ 
it  is,  probably,  enough  to  say,  that  the  English  version,  one  which  is 
most  esteemed  among  the  Protestants,  as  well  as  those  of  Ostervald 
Beausobre,  in  French,  agree  with  the  late  Genevan  version;  and 
further,  that  many  passages  respecting  the  Divinity  of  Christ  have 
been  retained,  even  those  whose  authenticity  has  been  suspected ; 
1  Tim.  iii.  l6,  and  1  John,  v.  7. 

t  According  to  the  church  regulations  of  the  1st  of  June,.  1725,, 
the  moderator  enjoined  to  those  whom  he  received  into  the  holy 
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RoQssetfu,  after  having  talcen  upon  faixaself  the  de^ 
fence  of  the  pastors  of  Geneva*  in  his  cdebrated  letter 
to  D'Alembert,  aimed  a  terrihlfi  bbw  at  them  in  Um 
Letters  from  the  Moamtain.  ''  On  demande/'  he  says^ 
*'  aux  nimisties  de  I'E^e  de  Q^n^ve,  si  J6sus  CSiriiit 

ministry,  not  to  discuss  from  the  pulpit  those  points  which  might 
tend  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  church  ;  but  at  the  same  time  he 
dictated  to  them  the  following  engagement:  •*  You  promise  to  hold 
the  doctrine  of  the  holy  proph)Eiks  and  apostles,  such  tm  is  confeMoed 
in  the  sacred  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and  of  which 
doctrine  we  have  a  summary  in  our  catechism/' 

But  then,  the  catechism,  which  is  that  of  €alvin,  enters  withoiU 
reserve  upon  those  very  points  which  the  young  minister  is  to  avoid« 
Hence  the  enemies  of  the  Church  of  Geneva  have  taken  occasion 
to  say,  that  the  ministers  obeyed  an  intimation,  and  broke  a  positive 
engagement.  Their  reply  is,  that  for  many  years  they  have  sup- 
pressed the  following  words,  •'  qftohich  doctrine  we  have  a  eummofy 
in  om-  catechism;  therefore,  may  now,  with  perfect  propriety,  re- 
commend not  to  treat  from  the  pulpit,  expresso  and  polemically, 
any  mysterious  points  upon  which  they  are  not  agreed,  a«  the  dis- 
cussion might  disturb  the  peace  of  the  church  and  lessen  its  dignity. 
The  Genevans  do  not  impose  the  profession  of  Calvin,  or  that  of  any 
other  person;  nor  can  Protestants  arrogate  to  themselves  an  au- 
thority which  they  refuse  to  the  Romish  church.  This  would  be, 
to  have  a  Pope,  and,  what  is  worse,  a  dead  Pope,  who  nevttr  coi^ 
alter  his  opinion.  Paley,  in  speaking  of  the  celebrated  thkty-^niae 
Articles,  has  somewhere  said,  that  they  were  Articles  of  Peace, 
rather  than  Articles  of  Faith.  With  at  least  as  much  reaion  this 
might  be  said  of  the  regnildtioiM  of  Geneva.  In  the  mean  dme,  it 
would  be  better  to  abstain  from  any  profession  of  faith,  even  a  nega^ 
tive  one.  A  unity  of  doctrine  in  the  same  church  may  be  necessary ; 
but  Protestants  have  no  right  to  prevent  separate  churches  from  being 
established ;  for  they  also  were  Separatists^  not  only  at  the  time  ol 
the  Reformation,  but  also  when,  in  the  last  century,  they  abandoned 
the  rigorous  principles  of  Calvin,  and  reformed  the  Reformation 
itself 
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estDieu?  Ds  n'osent  r^pondre,  Unphiloftophojette 
sur  eux  tm  rapide  coup-d'ceil.  II  les  pAi6tre,  il  lea 
voit  Axims,  Sodniens,  Daisies,  U  le  dit  et  pense  leur 
feire  honneur !  Aussitdt  alarm^s,  eflfray^s,  ils  s'assem- 
Ment,  ils  discutent.  Us  s'agitoit,  ils  ne  savcaat  d  quel 
saint  se  vouer,  et  apr^s  force  consultations,  delibera- 
tions, confiSrences,  le  tout  aboutit  4  un  amphigouri ! 
Oii  I'on  ne  dit  ni  oui  ni  non.  Oh  Genevois !  ce  sont 
en  v^rit^  de  singuli^res  gens  queMesseurs  vos  Minis- 
tres !  On  ne  sait  ce  quils  croyent,  ou  ce  qu'ils  ne 
croyent  pas.  On  ne  sait'mfime  pas  ce  qu'ils  font  sem- 
Idant  de  croire,  leur  seule  manifere  d'6tablir  leur  foi, 
est  d'attaquer  celles  des  autres." 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  reply  of  the  pastors 
of  those  days,  that  which  they  make  at  present  is  clear 
and  decided.  "  The  evangelical  church  of  Geneva,'* 
they  say,  "  acknowledges  no  other  guide  for  its  rule 
of  feith  than  the  sacred  writings  themselves,  and  posi- 
tively rejects  every  human  interpretation,  simply  ad- 
vising its  ministers  to  avoid  the  discussion  of  certain 
dogmas,  or  doctrines,  which  have  been  the  cause  of 
endless  disputes  ever  since  the  fourth  century.  The 
dogmas  in  question  are  the  nature  and  divinity  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  unity  of  the  Father  and  the 
Son;  grace;  predestination;  original  sin.  When 
they  mention  these  subjects  in  their  sermons,  they  con- 
fine themselves  to  simply  citing  the  text  of  Scriptuze 
without  the  least  commentary.  All  the  ministers,  ex- 
cept one,haveconformed  themselves  to  this  r^ulation."^ 


CHURCH  OF  GENEVA.  «" 

Those  readers  who  are  versed  in  the  eodesiaatical 
history  of  the  times  of  Arius  and  Athanasius,  of  the 
Councils  of  Nice,  of  Synnium,  Constantinople,  Car- 
thage, %c.  ^c,  as  well  as  in  the  history  of  the  Reform- 
ation, know   what  storms  the  discussion  of  these 
points  have  givrai  rise  to.  These  are  the  very  disputes 
which  it  is  attempted  to  renew,  and  which  the  Genevan 
ministers  wish  to  decline,  after  fourteen  centuries  of 
fruittess  debate.    "  It  does  not  appear,"   they  say» 
«  that  Jesus  Christ,  or  his  disciples,  ever  examined 
those  whom  they  baptized  upon  the  tenets  in  question ; 
the  precise  interpretation  of  them  is  not  essential  to 
our  moral  conduct,  nor  indispensable  to  us  as  Chris- 
tians ;  in  short,  if  we  must  yield  to  any  human  inter- 
pretations, we  shaU  find  EngUsh  theologians  to  oppose 
to  these  same  EngUsh  missionaries,  who  pretend  to 
dictate  a  creed  to  us.    Paley,  Locke,  Clarke,  Lardner, 
and  many  others,  do  not  hold  the  same  opinions  as 

they  do." 

The  mmisters  of  the  church  of  Geneva  state  as  ex- 
pUcitly  what  they  undertake  to  teach,  as  what  they  do 
not     The  dogmas  which  they  are  not  averse  to  dis- 
cussmg  from  the  pulpit  are  those  of  divine  providence, 
of  the  resurrection  from  the  dead,  of  the  last  ju(^- 
ment,  and  of  a  future  state.    They  teach  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  promised  Messiah,  and  the  Redeemer  of 
mankind;  they  explain  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
flus  redemption ;  they  insist  upon  the  insufficiency  of 
fanroan  reason,  and  upon  the  necessity  of  a  divme  re- 
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yelation ;  at  the  same  time,  they  lay  heforetheir  reodeni 
the  natural  evidences  of  the  existaice  c^  a  Sipraaift 
Being,  as  ttxreil  as  the  revealed  proofe,  both  dedved 
from  the  same  source.  They  think  that  none  of  the 
avenues  to  the  human  heart  and  understanding  should 
be  neglected,  and  that  the  great  object  and  end  of  thee* 
logy  is  to  make  revealed  religion  accord  with  natural 
religion. 

I  think  I  perceive,  in  the  generation  now  ecMBing  for* 
waxd,  adispositic^  the  reverse  of  the  esprit  fort  ^  so  pre* 
valeist  in  the  lastcentury,  when  a  sneer  was  deemed  an 
argument,  and  when  mdiscriminate  contem{A  for  all 
that  men  had  been  accustomed  to  believe  and  revere, 
faaviiDg  become  the  test  of  a  superior  understanding, 
tiie  weak  and  the  vain  all  s^  up  for  fr8e4hinker8  and 
fiir  rakes,  whidi  is  an  atfec^tion  fiiUy  as  base  as  hypo* 
crisy  in  morality  and  religion,  and  decidedly  more  ricB- 
culous ;  a  consideration  well  worthy  the  serions  notice 
of  those  who  so  much  dread  being  laughed  at. 

The  peojde  of  Geneva  are  generally  well  disposed 
in  favour  of  the  English,  the  religion  Ihey  profess,  the 
government  under  whijdi  they  live^  the  mcHal  habits 
peculiar  to  their  respective  countries,  present  many 
points  df  contact  and  pledges  of  union;  to  ail  which, 
we  may  add,  that  they  are  not  immediate  neighbours**-' 
a  necessary  condition,  it  seems,  to  friendly  feeifaigs 
between  nations. 

Fcmrieriy  a  great  number  of  English  received  a  part 
ef  ibeif  education  at  Geneva,  aqd  foimed  connexions 
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of  fiiendgiBp  vAndi  lasted  ibeir  whole  lives.  Many 
mone  Generans  w^it  over  to  England  in  pursuit  <^ 
wealth  or  sdenoe;  most  people  of  educaticn amongst 
them  undi^stood  English.  *^  Les  Qineoou,''  said  Bno^ 
Bapaite,  who  did  not  like  thent,  ''  parhnt  trap  irim 
Angiau  pour  maiV^ 

Who  would  not  have  suj^sed  that  when,  after  a 
separation  of  twenty  or  twenty-five  years,  the  English 
again  a{^)eared  among  the  Genevans,  they  would  have 
been  the  best  friends  in  the  world!  yet  it  is  not  so. 
Ei^i^  travellers  swann  here,  as  every  where  ^se; 
\xA  they  do  not  mix  with  the  society  of  the  country 
more  than  they  do  elsewhere,  and  seezn  to  like  it  even 
less.  The  pec^e  of  Geneva,  on  the  other  hand,  say, 
'^  their  fermer  friends,  the  Ekiglish,  are  so  changed  they 
scazoely  know  them  again.  They  used  to  be  a  piain 
downri^  face,  in  is/hoai  a  certain  degree  oirniPDOgerii 
(odc^y  and  shyness)  only  served  to  set  off  the  adran* 
tages  of  a  highiy^culti  vated  undenatending,  of  a  £beral 
mind,  and  generous  teanper,  which  charact^zed  them 
in  general:  &etr  young  men  were  often  rather  wild, 
but  #9on  reformed  and  became  like  their  fadssrs.  Id* 
stead  <£  this  we  see  (they  say)  a  mixed  assendihigii, 
of  whom  lamentably  few  possess  any  of  those  qua- 
lities we  were  wont  to  adndre  in  their  predecessors ; 
their  former  shyness  and  reserve  es  dialled  to  di«^ 
dam  and  mdeness.  K  you  seek  these  modem  Yjgg^ 
Mt^  <tiey  keep  aloof,  do  not  mix  in  conversation, 
and  fie^n  to  laugh  at  you;  their  conduct,  still  more 
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Strange  and  unaocountable;  in  regard  to  each  oihef ,  is 
indicative  of  contempt  or  suspicicm;  studiously  avoiiiki 
ing  to  exchange  a  word»  <me  would  8ui^x>se  they  ex^ 
pert  to  find  an  adventurer  in  every  individual  of  their 
own  country  not  particularly  introduced,  or  at  best  a 
person  beneath  them.  You  cannot  vex  or  displease 
them  more  than  by  inviting  others  to  meet  them,  whom 
they  may  be  compelled  to  acknowledge  afterwards. 
If  they  do  not  find  a  crowd,  they  are  tired;  if  you 
speak  of  the  old  English  you  formerly  knew,  that  wa6 
before  the  Flood;  if  you  talk  of  books,  it  is  pedantry* 
and  they  yawn ;  of  politick,  they  run  wild  about  Buona* 
parte  * !  Dancing  is  the  only  thing  whidi  is  sure  to 
please  them ;  at  the  sound  of  the  fiddle,  the  thinkii^ 
nation  starts  up  at  once;  their  young  pec^le  are 
adepts  in  the  art,  and  take  pains  to  become  so,  sp^id- 
ing  half  their  time  with  the  dandng-^naster — ^you  may 
kiK>w  the  houses  where  they  live  by  the  scraping  oi 
the  fiddle,  and  shaking  of  the  floor,  which  disturb  their 
neighbours.  Few  bring  letters,  they  complain  they 
are  neglected  by  the  good  company,  and  cheated  by 
inn-keepers.  The  latt^,  accustomed  to  the  Milords 
Angkds  of  former  times,  or  at  least  having  heard  of 
them,  think  they  may  charge  accordingly,  but  only 
find  da  Angfaia  pour  rire,  who  bargain  at  the  door» 
before  they  venture  to  come  in,  for  the  leg  of  mutton 
and  botde  of  wine,  on  which  they  mean  to  dineu 
Placed  as  I«am  between  thetwo  parties,  I  hear  youi^ 
*  This  \9M  four  yean  ago-^Buonaparie  it  no  longer  tile  idd. 
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EbglifilmiaQ  repeat  what  they  have  heard  in  Franoe^ 
that  the  Genevans  are  cold,  selfish,  and  interested,  and 
their  women  des  prSciewes  ridicules^  the  very  miUinera 
and  mantua-makers  giving  themselves  airs  of  modesty 
and  deep  reading !  that  there  is  no  opera,  nor  thedtrc 
des  Variites  ;  in  short,  that  Geneva  is  the  dullest  place 
in  the  world.  Sonve  say  it  is  but  a  bad  copy  of  Eng* 
land,  a  sham  republic,  and  a  scientific,  no  less  than  a 
political,  counterfeit  In  short,  the  friends  of  Geneva^ 
among  our  modern  Englidi  travellers,  are  not  nume- 
rous, but  they  are  select.  These  last  distinguished 
themselves  during  the  late  hard  winter  by  their  bounty 
to  the  poor — not  the  poor  of  Geneva,  who  were  suffi- 
ciently assisted  by  their  richer  countrymen,  but  those 
of  Savoy,  who  were  literally  starving.  If  English 
travellers  no  longer  appear  in  the  same  light  as  for- 
merly, it  is  because  they  are  not  the  same  dass  of  peo* 
{de  who  go  abroad,  but  all  classes,  and  not  the  best  of 
all  classes  either.  They  know  it,  and  say  it  themselves, 
they  feel  the  ridicule  of  their  multitude,  and  of  their 
conduct ;  they  are  ashamed  and  provoked ;  describe  it 
with  the  most  pointed  irony,  and  tell  many  a  humorous 
story  against  themselves.  Formerly,  the  traveUii^ 
class  was  composed  of  young  men  of  good  family  and 
fortune,  just  of  age,  who,  after  leaving  the  university, 
went  the  tour  of  the  continent  imder  the  guidance  of  a 
learned  tutor,  often  a  very  distinguished  man ;  or  of 
mrai  of  the  same  dass,  at  a  more  advanced  age,  with 
their  faiBiUeB,  who,  after  many  years  spent  in  {MX^es* 
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sicMud  duties  at  home,  oaixie  to  visit  again  ibe  countries 
tliey  had  seen  in  their  youth,  and  the  friends  they  had 
known  there.  When  no  Englishman  left  his  country, 
either  to  seek  his  fortune,  to  save  money,  or  to  hide 
himself;  when  travellers  of  that  nation  were  all  very 
ridi,  or  very  learned ;  of  high  birth,  yet  liberal  prin- 
ci^es ;  unbounded  in  their  generosfty,  and  with  means 
equal  to  the  indination ;  their  high  standing  ki  dve 
world  might  well  be  accounted  for,  and  it  is  a  great  pity 
they  should  have  lost  it.  Were  I  an  Englishman,  I 
woidd  not  set  out  on  my  travels  imtil  &e  fashion  were 
over. 

Geneva,  July^  1818. 

Just  return^  frcxn  a  tour  into  Italy,  we  are  for  the 
present  setded  on  the  least  fhequented  side  of  the  lake, 
where,  to  the  heat  and  dust  of  the  high  roads  of  Italy ; 
to  tiie  tumultuous  clamour  and  the  rags  of  the  people ; 
to&e  dirt  of  the  houses,  and  the  swarm  of  noisome  in- 
sects in  them ;  to  galled  post-horses,  and  frightful  beg- 
gats,  hving  on  the  disgust  they  create ;  to  tyranny,  in 
fine,  aaid  to  the  Carbonari,  have  all  at  cmce  succeeded 
^ofeund  T^^e,  cleanliness,  and  good  order.  Hie 
lake,  dear  and  codi,  gently  breaks  on  a  pebWy  sho»e. 
Hm  people  km  decent,  wdll*informed,and  moral;  Hmt 
industry  is  rewatded  by  a  ccMnpetent  share  of  comfdfte, 
and  squalid  poverty  nowhere  o£fends  the  eye,  exce^ 
among  a  few  rtrag^ng  b^gars  from  Savoy.  The  dil^ 
ference  of  polilycal  institutions  is  imdoubtedly  Vke  cause 
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of  tills  abriking  diBsimilarity  ia  the  contiguous  pqpula^ 
ittMis  of  Italy  aiid  Switzerland.  A  odostkutionalftniiE^ 
of  goyemment  may  be  liable  to  inconyeni^ibes,  bitt,  t&t 
the  scandal  of  its  twelve  revdutions  in  a  centeiry,  Ge-"^ 
neva  may  safely  o]^se  the  fact  dTits  present  prbtpe** 
rity,  its  mental  t^tiyation,  its  morality ;  and  ask, 
whether  those  who  indulge  in  the  reflection  have  atiy 
thing  comparable  to  shew  at  home. 

We  had  to-day  afSte  naxxdc  on  our  lake.  Early  itf 
the  morning  the  Genevan  fleet  came  out  of  the  harbour 
with  colours  flying,  and  drew  up  from  shore  to  shore. 
It  appeared  composed  of  two  line  of  battle  ships^  and 
a  number  of  smaller  vessels ! — Caimon  roared  eb  the 
peaceM  waters>  and  while  echo  repeated  the  sound, 
another  flash>  and  another,  with  tliick  cdumns  of 
smoke,  announced  the  repeated  broadsides  before  the 
sound  came  on  the  ear.  As  there  was  not  a  breath  of 
wind,  it  took  an  hour  before^  the  triumphant  navy  of  the 
Repubtic  could  come  up  to  us ;  which  it  did  by  punt- 
ing along,  this  extremity  of  the  lake  being  shallow. 
The  awkward  mowflfttwe  was  performed  by  means  of  a 
sort  of  gangway  fore  and  aft  outside  the  vessels,  along 
whkdi  the  men  walk  to  and  fro.  The  Genevan  squa- 
dron did  not  gain  by  a  near  view,  being  composed  of 
square  vessels,  clumsily  constructed  of  rough  boards. 
The  numerous  company  on  board,  no  doubt  all  of  sena- 
torial rank,  had  sat  down  to  a  dSjUni  d  la  fourchette, 
for  w^  could  hear  the  clatter  of  knives  and  forks ;  and 
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liiecoiQmonArs  in  boats,  pl3ring  about,  might  eta^oy  tHe 
fragrance  of  venison  pies,  truUes  du  bleUy  and  broeheh 
marines.  ^  Half  a  league  higher  up,  their  seigneuries 
landed,  and  spent  the  day  in  the  warlike  amusement 
of  firing  at  a  mark  with  rifles.  Towards  evening  the 
squadron  got  under  way  again,  to  return  by  the  othcar 
side  of  the  lake ;  and  taking  a  boat  we  went  over  our- 
selves to  see  the  shore.  The  assemblage  of  boats  was 
immense ;  various  bands  were  playing  at  the  same 
moment  different  pieces  of  music ;  and  as  night  came 
on,  the  explosion  of  sky-rockets  and^scharge  of  can- 
non, completed  the  gtorious  discordance  of  joyful 
sounds.  Soon  the  shore  presented  an  uninterrupted 
sheet  of  fire,  and  the  unruffled  surface  of  the  water  re- 
flected every  gerbe  and  motdinet,  every  soleU  Biidfus^e, 
in  irruption  among  the  trees.  Broad  daylight  is  not 
favourable  to  beauty  of  any  sort,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  Genevan  navy  was  much  improved.  The 
masts  and  rigging,  the  flying  colours,  the  crew  dressed 
in  white,  the  motley  crowd  on  dedi,  borrowed  won- 
derful dignity  and  consequence  from  momentary 
^eams  of  red  light  thrown  upon  them  at  every 
discharge  of  cannon  and  explosion  of  fire-worits  on 
shore. 

Amid  the  exclamations  of  innocent  joy,  the  cry  of 
Vw€  Bua7iaparlc  I  Vive  I'Empereur  I  was  heard  three 
different  times  very  distinctly.  But  this  bold  push 
of  some  worthy  person  to  create  a  disturbance  among 
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the  floatii^  crowd  of  spectators,  in  hcq[)e8.af  admir- 
able opportunity  (tf  puling  a  few  ctf  their  pockets,  did 
not  succeed. 

The  Swiss  have  just  revived  a  custcxn,  dropt  du- 
ring the  last  anxious  period  of  a  revolution—that  of  an 
annual  meeting  <rf  their  learned  men,  prindpally 
imturalists,  in  each  of  the  cantons  successively.  The 
db^ject,  moral  and  political,  as  well  as  scientific,  is  to 
bring  together,  during  three  days,  distinguished  mm 
of  the  different  parts  of  the  union,  who  otherwise 
would  have  remained  personally  unknown  to  each 
other  their  whole  lives,  and  give  them  an  qppwtunity 
of  becoming  acquainted  at  the  convivial  board,  as  weU 
as  on  the  academic  floor.  It  was  this  year  the  turn  of 
the  Canton  de  Vaud,  and  Mons.  de  B —  had  the 
goodness  to  take  me  vrith  him  to  Lausanne,  where  I 
was  introduced,  unworthy  as  I  am,  to  this  assembly  cf 
the  P/m»6«  of  Helvetia.  I  doubt  whether  the  things 
leamt  at  such  meetings  are  worth  the  trouble  of  at- 
tending them.  It  appears  certain  much  more  real 
business  might  be  done  at  home,  or  at  a  quiet  meeting 
of  two  or  three  people  held  for  a  special  purpose:  yet 
what  may  be  deemed  ostentatious  and  vain  in  it- 
self, is  nevertheless  attended  with  solid  advantages ; 
and  although  little  is  taught,  a  wish  to  learn  is  im- 
partad. 

The  assembly  was  held  the  27th,  28th,  and  29th,  in* 
the  hall  of  the  college,  in  the  upper  part  of  the, town  cf 
Lausanne,  from  whence  there  is  a  magnificent  view. 
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Tke  prasidei^  ppeoed  tibe  meeting  by  a  review  of  Ihf 
tMrntHUstiom  of  die  society :  various  aimmuniratioM 
were  then  announced,  and  memoirs  read  by  their  au? 
<faors»  or  eaEtemporary  explanations  given*  either  in 
Geiman  or  French,  and  sometnnes  in  both  laogiKiges. 
Two  di^foreot  aoccoints  of  the  imuidation  of  Bagoe  e&? 
cited  mudi  interest;  a  picturesque  one  firsts  the 
other  didadie,  and  relatmg  simply  to  facts,  fox  the  ex* 
piaaation  of  wMdh  a  modd  iaday  had  been  prepaxed^ 
and  as  the  eitraordinary  accident  alluded  to  may.not 
bo  remembered  out  of  Switzerland,.  I  shall  give. a 
short  aooQunt  of  il.  The  valley  of  Bagne,  long,  nar* 
Bcnr,  tmeqml  in  breadth,  and  confioed  by  high  mouar 
tains,  is  situated  in  the  Canton  of  ValaiB,  cm  the  lf& 
aide  of  the  Rhone  ;  and  it  is  remarked  of  the  simple 
and  industrious  race  who  inhabit  it,  that  for  a  cen- 
tury past  there  has  not  been  a  punishable  crime  coi»- 
mittttd  among  them,  nor  even  aiaw-suit  The. torrent 
<tf  the  Dcanae,  issuing^  from  ti^e  glasier  of  Qheemeor 
trnie,  at  the  upper  extrenuty  of  this  valley,  forms  one 
oftheoutletsof  that  series  of  glaciers^,  forty,  leagues 
ia  lei^th,  which  extend  from  Mount  Blimc  to  the 
sources  of  the  Rhone ;  ahnost  dry  in  Mrinler,  it  bo^ 
oon^  swobi  during  the  ^ring,  by  the  melting  of  (he 
snow.  The  peq;de  of  the  valley,  sui^prised  to  see.it 
always  so  low  during  the  month  of  April  last»  and 
floftpactdng  somediing  eiEtraoi*dinary,  ascended-  to  its 
aonnse,  and  fimnd  that  aa  imusud  quantity  of  ioe^ 
fitBevi  fipom  the  Glacier  of  Getrose  on  Mount  Plemeur, 
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blocked  up  the  vaHey,   and  that  the  waters  of  the 
Dranse,    accumulated   behind  this    dyke,    already 
formed   a    large    lake.      Upon    their    report    the 
alarm  was  spread,  not  only  throughout  the  Cant<m  of 
Valais,  but  even  in  Italy;  travellers  feared  to  take 
the  route  of  the  Simplon ;  being  aware,  that  when  the 
ice  gave  way  there  would  be  a  sudden  inundatimi, 
whicii  would  overflow  the  whole  country.     The  got- 
vemment  sent  an  engineer,  who  found  that  the  dykt 
across  the  valley  was  six  or  seven  hundred  feet  in 
length,  four  hundred  feet  high,  and  three  thousand 
feet  broad  at  its  base;  the  lake  was  seven  thousand 
two  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  six  hundr^  in  breadkfa, 
and  had  already  risen  to  half  the  height  of  the  dyke, 
that  is,  to  two  hundred  feet.     He  decided  upon  open- 
ing a  gallery  through  the  ice,  beginning  fifty-four  Ibet 
above  the  actual  level,  to  give  himself  tinie  to  finidi 
the  work  before  &e  lake  rose  up  to  it,  its  daily  in- 
crease being  firom  four  to  five  feet,  according  to  the 
temperature.     On  the  11th  of  May  he  began  to  work 
at  the  two  extremities  of  the  gallery,  fifty  men  te^ 
lieving  each  other  alternately,  laboured  night  and  dfty 
in  ccfflitinual  danger  of  being  buried  alive  in  their  gal- 
lery by  some  of  tl^  avalanches,  which  fdl  at  short  in: 
tervak;   several  were  wounded  by  pieces  of  ice, 
odiers  had  their  feet  frozen,  and  the  ice  was  so  haopd 
as  to  break  their  tools.    But  notwithstendiiig  all  tiiew 
daBculties,  the  work  advanced  rapidly-    On  tte  STA 
dFMay,  a  large  portion  of  the  dyke  rose  upwanfti, 
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'1^  8uch  a  frightfiil  noise,  that  the  workmen  beli^yed 
the  whole  was  giving  way,  and  fled  precipitately,  but 
€Oon  returned  to  their  labour.  This  accideat  hap- 
{yeoed  several  times  afterwaids,  some  of  the  floating 
pieces  of  ice,  to  judge  ftom  their  height  out  of  the 
watM,  must  have  been  seventy  feet  thick  baieath  tb^ 
sur&ee.  On  the  4th  of  June,  the  gallery,  six  hundred 
and  eight  feet  long,  was  completed,  but  a9  it  wa^ 
twenty  fe^  higher  in  the  middle  it  was  necessary  still 
jiD  level  it.  TTie  weather  had  been  very  cdd,  and  the 
laike  had  not  yet  r^u^ed  the  height  ot  the  gallery  ; 
Ik^  labourers  continued,  therefore,  lowering  it  till  the 
Idth,  whsi,  towards  ten  at  night,  the  water  began  to 
Jk(w  through.  The  lake  continued  to  rise  during  se^ 
reral  bourse  but  the  next  day,  at  five  o*clock  in  the 
j0VienBig,  it  had  &llen  one  foot ;  the  morning  of  the 
15th,  ten  feet;  the  16th,  thirty  feet.  At  two  o'doeki 
€n  that  day,  the  length  of  the  lake  was  diminished  oil6 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  for  the  gaUery 
Weadng  down  as  &st  as  the  lake  lowered,  the  water 
on  freely,  but  without  the  Dranse  overfiowiag,  and  a 
"very  few  days  would  have  suflticed  to  drain  this  great 
twervoir ;  bud  explosions,  however,  announced  that 
krge  masses  of  ice  were  loosened  from  the  dyke  by 
Ihfiir  specific  lightness,  diminishing  its  thickness  to- 
.Wttds  the  lake»  while  the  curr^t,  as  it  flowed  from  th^ 
fidlery,  wore  away  this  saine  barrier  on  the  opposite 
aide,  and  threatened  a  «idden  rupture.  The  dai^r 
iiMtMskigj  th^  en^^ineeer  sentj  ifcm  time  to  time>  to 


Warn  the  inhaMtaiits  to  be  oh  their  guard.  As  tiie 
wat6r  began  to  make  its  way  under  th(d  ice»  the  crisis 
appeared  inevitable,  and  not  &r  distant ;  athalf'past 
four  in  the  evening  a  terriUe  explosion  announeed 
the  breaking  up  of  the  dyke,  and  the  waters  of  tte 
lake  rushihg  through,  sdl  at  once  formeld  a  tx>rrent,  one 
hundred  feet  in  depth,  which  traversed  the  first  eigh- 
teen miles  m  the  space  of  forty  mmutes,  carrying 
Hway  one  hundred  and  thirty  chakts,  a  whole  forest, 
and  an  immense  quantity  of  earth  and  stone.  When 
it  reached  Bagne,  the  ruins  of  all  description  carried 
along  with  it,  formed  a  moving  mountain,  three  hun- 
dred feet  high,  from  which  a  column  of  thick  vapour 
arose,  like  the  smoke  of  a  great  fire.  An  EbgUab* 
traveller,  accompanied  by  a  young  artist^  Mr.  P.  t£ 
Xiausanne,  and  a  guide,  had  been  visiting  tiie  wcrin^ 
and  on  his  return  was  approaching  Bagne,  wh«tl  tutu- 
ing  round  by  diance,  he  saw  the  frightful  object  jmt 
described  comihg  down,  the  distant  noise  of  Whkli 
had  been  lost  in  tlie  nearer  road  of  the  Dranse;  he 
dapt  spurs  to  his  horse  to  warn  his  conipanicti,  as  "mil 
as  three  other  travellers  who  had  joined  them ^afe 
dismounting,  scrambled  up  the  tnodntain  pa?eeQtitatel)r» 
ajlid  arrived  in  safety  beyond  the  teadi  of  the  dehigftj 
which,  in  an  instant,  filled  the  valley  beneath;  How- 
ev^  Mr^  P.  was  no  longer  to  be  found ;  during  sevek 
ral  hours  they  believed  him  lost,  but  Ihey  leii^^^ 
s^rwards  that  his  restite  nsul^,  tumingdt  the  sight  0f 
an  uprooted  tree,  perceiveid  all  at  once  a  s^  more 
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threatening  siglrt,  and  dashing  at  oiioe  up  llie  moim- 
tidn,  had  carried  him  beyond  the  reach  of  dai^er. 
From  Bagne  the  inundation  readied  Martigny,  fouf 
leagues,  in  fifty  minutes,  bearing  away  in  that  space 
tUrty-five  houses,  eight  windmills,  ninety-five  bams^ 
but  only  nine  persons,  and  very  fewcatde;  most  ci 
the  inhalntants  having  been  on  their  guard.  The  vil- 
lage of  Beauvemier  was  saved  by  a  projecting  rock, 
wbich  diverted  the  torrent^  it  was  seen  passing  like 
an  anow.by  the  side  of  the  village,  without  touching 
it,  though  much  higher  than  the  roofs  of  the  houses. 
Hke  fragments  of  rocks  and  stooes  deposited  before 
midtti^  Martigny,  entirely  covered  a  vast  extent  of 
aiejadows  and  fields.  Here  it  was  divided,  but  eighty 
buildings  of  this  town  were  destroyed,  and  many  were 
injitted ;  the  streets  were  filled  with  trees  and  rubbishy 
but  only  thirty-four  pers<»is  appear  to  have  lost  their 
lires  at  Martigny,  the  inhabitants  having  retired  to  the 
mountains.  Below  Martigny  the  inundation  spread- 
ing wide,  deposited  a  quantity  of  slime  and  mud,  so 
oouidenble,  as  it  is  hoped,  will  redeem  an  extensive 
anxap.  The  Rhone  xeceived  it  by  d^ees,  and  at 
dlArent  points,  without  overflowing,  till  it  leaehed  the 
htke  of  Geneva  at  derem  o'dodk  at  night,  and  was 
lost  in  its  vast  expanse,  having  gcme  6v&  eighteen 
Swiss  leagues  in  six  hours  and  a  half,  with  a  gradually 
retaxded  movement.  The  bridges  having  been  carried 
away,  all  intercourse  was  interrupted  during  several 
days  between  tibe  inhabitants  of  the  opposite  banlia 
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of  the  Dranse,  whose  only  means  of  conyeymg  intelli- 
gence of  their  misfortunes  to  one  another,  was  l^ 
throwing  letters  fastened  *to  stones.  This  is  not 
the  &st  accident  of  the  kind ;  there  are  traces  of 
others,  and  one  is  supposed  to  have  taken  place  in  Ae 
year  1595,  a  beam,  in  the  ceiling  of  a  house  at  Mar- 
tigny,  bears  the  following  initial  inscription : — M.  O. 
P.  F.  1595;  LQBFIPLGDG,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing ingenious  explanation  was  given:— Maurice 
OlMot  fit  faire,  1595,  lorsque  Bagne  fut  inond^  par  le 
Glacier  de  Getroz. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  an  old  man,  ninety- 
two  years  of  age,  saved  himself  by  ascending  a  mounds 
supposed  to  have  been  formed  by  the  foimer  inunda* 
tioa,  the  present  one  pursued  him  to  the  summit^ 
where  he  maintained  himself  by  the  aid  of  a  treci 
which  was  not  carried  away.     - 

Mr.  Escher  calculated  at  eight  hundred  millions  of 
cubic  feet  the  mass  of  water,  at  the  momtent  it  began 
to  escape  by  the  gallery.  This  mass  was  reduced  to 
five  hundred  and  thirty  millions  the  three  foUowiag 
days,  and  the  level  of  the  lake  lowered  fOTty-fivefeefc  . 
If  tfe  gallery  had  not  bre^ made,  the  lake  wouMy^tiH 
the  contrary,  have  risen  fifty  feet  higher,  and  the  tOBM 
of  water  would  then  have  been  cme  thousand  sev^a 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  cubic  feet,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  flowing  over  the  dyke ;  .instead  of  nine  hun^ 
dred  and  thirty  millions,  to  which  it  was  ireduoed 
when  it  began  to  pass  through  the  gallery,  and  would 
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have  extended  its  yavages  to  the  whole  of  the  loyfef 
Vidais. 

The  dylfe  is  not  entirely  destroyed,  and  but  for  the 
gap  would  be  entire ;  therefore,  if  next  wmter  should 
be  severe,  or  even  not  extremely  mild,  this  gap  Mr 
ing  up  again,  the  same  accident  might  be  renewed. 
The  engineer  proposes  to  pierce  a  gallery  through 
the  rode  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  opposite  the  glad- 
der, beginning  somewhat  above  the  reach  of  avalan- 
ches, and  finishing  below  it,  so  that  the  entrance  and 
the  exit  of  the  waters  of  the  Dranse  may  not  be 
shut.  It  appears  to  me  that  this  operation  r^uiring 
several  years,  a  canal  of  wood  or  stone,  constructed 
udder  ground,  at  the  place  left  bare,  through  tl^ 
dyl;e,  by  t)ie  last  accident,  would  immediately  ac« 
ocHKiplish  the  object,  and  at  a  comparatively  trifling 
exp^ise. 

A  learned  professor  of  the  academy  of  G^eva, 
just  returned  fix)m  England,  gave  us  an  account  of 
several  late  improvements  in  madunery,  £^k1  appUt 
cation  of  the  steam-engine  to  new  purpo§jes,  very  in- 
geitfo\is  in  themselves,  and  tending  to  increase  the 
piocNee  pf  maqiifacikures ;  but,  as  he  told  us,  peroi-e 
cious  in  their  consequences.  Switzerland  beii^  now 
a  manu&ctuiing  country,  the  s^sertion  could  not  fail 
of  exiting  much  interest,  find  tl|e  iqeeting  seemed  to 
expect  the  learned  professor  would  explain  himself,, 
whidh,  however,  he  did  not  It  would[  be  sup^u^ 
Qus  to  show,  that  almost  nothing  is  done  with9Ut  ^ 
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assistance  of  machines :  frcxn  the  sewing  neecQe  to 
the  ma^etic  needle,  from  the  wheelbarrow  to  the 
8team*eDgine»  scarcely  any  manual  operation,  with* 
out  a  tool,  or^  in  other  words,  a  machine ;  and  before 
the  simplest  had  been  invented,  it  were  difficult  to 
say  how  man  could  exist  No  leisure,  of  course,  and 
th^efore  no  cultivation  of  mind,  without  machines ; 
certainly,  no  learned  professors,  and  the  members  of 
this  polite  meeting  might  have  gone  to  loggerheads 
for  the  trout  on  their  table,  had  it  been  possible  to 
Q9tch  a  fish  without  hook,  line  or  net.  Should  we 
ever  see  shoes  and  stockings,  shirts  and  suits  ci 
clothes,  drop  ready-made  from  a  machine,  in  as  great 
abundance  as  leaves  from  the  trees  in  autumn,  I  am 
not  aware  that  mankind  would  be  at  all  the  worse  &>t 
it,  but  the  contrary ;  for  the  poorer  dass  might  then 
be  as  well  clad  as  the  rich  are  now,  and  new  objects 
oi  comfort  or  luxury  would  still  keep  the  latter  as. 
much  in  advance  of  the  former,  as  they  are  at  this 
time.  Since  stocking-frames  have  superseded  knit- 
ting, there  are  ten  persons  employed  in  manufacturing 
hpsiery  to.  one  there  was  before,  because  more  people 
can  now  dispense  with  going  bare-legge4.  Since 
1^  art  of  printing  has  u»de  the  calligraphic  art  in 
so  much. less  request,  those  employed  in  the  mediani« 
cal  part  of  the  production  of  books  are  perhaps  one 
thousand  times  more  numerous  than  they  were,  be- 
cause the  number  of  readers  has  increased  in  pro^ 
foUim  tp  thp  greater  facility  of  acquiring  the  pi^o-r 
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duoeof  the  press.  The  use  of  machines  does  net 
lead  to  idleness,  but  aflfords  leisure ;  that  is,  it  affonb 
the  means  of  higher  pursuits  than  the  mere  earning 
of  the  necessaries  c^  life.  The  use  of  machines  &i^ 
hances  the  rate  of  wages  in  the  end ;  for  labourers 
become  conductors  of  machines,  instead  of  being  ma- 
chines themselves.  Nor  does  it  reduce  the  demand 
for  labour,  as  is  proved  by  tlie  fact  of  the  increased 
rate  of  populati(xi  since  the  extended  application  of 
machinery ;  new  branches  of  industry,  which  increase 
the  demand  for  labour,  keeping  pace  with  the  new 
application  of  machines  which  supersecte  labour.  But 
as  the  morality  and  happiness  of  loankind  are  not  to 
be  estimated  solely  by  the  quantity  of  material  pro- 
duce, and  as  there  are  higher  considerations  thmr 
even  the  wealth  of  nations,  I  would  lay  d&wn  as  a: 
general  rule,  that  wherever  the  introduction  of  ma- 
diines  has  a  tendency  to  break  up  great  assemUages 
tji  men  on  one  spot,  their  utility  is  liable  to  fewest 
inccHaveniences ;  and  vice  versd,  where  they  siqper-^ 
sede  home  manu&ctures* 

The  cdebrated  Mr.  Owen,  of  Lanark,  appeared  in 
this  assembly,  and  with  the  assistance  of  an  inter* 
pret^  coQimunicated  some  interesting  informatieii' 
re^pectii^  the  improved  d^ipline  of  manu&ctories, 
to  which  heiias  the  merit  of  having  contributed  essen*' 
tially.  He  next  expatiated  on  his  favourite  Utopian 
scheme  of  connnunities  in  parallelc^ams,  of  one' 
thousand  acres,  and   one  thousand  inhabitants,   by^ 
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fifteans  of  winch  fae  purpoBeB  providing  for  the  poor 
fer  ever.  The  learned  Helyetians  listened  to  all  this, 
aiKl  mttdi  more,  with  exemfdary  patience,  mixed,  as 
I  oouki  see,  with  some  astonislmient.  He  was  told, 
that  his  thousand  parallelogfamians,  becoming  in 
time  two  thousand,  would  look  out  for  another  parai* 
Idogram ;  but  fiikhng  their  neighbours  increased  as 
wcdl  as  themselves,  and  all  the  parallelograms  already 
taken  up,  they  would  get  out  of  temper  aad  (piarrd^ 
among  themselves ;  all  their  mwality  not  being  probC 
agaB9st  starvation.  But  Mr.  Owen  obviated  the 
consequ^M^es,  by  d^iying  facts ;  he  would  not  admit. 
Cot  instance,  that  the  population  of  the  United. States, 
had  inoeas^  from  three  millions  and  a  half,  which  it. 
was  in  1 789,  to  ten  millions  now !  There  is  com  enough 
in  England,  and  in  Europe,  to  feed  the  poor,  but 
there  is  not  sufficient  demand  for  their  labour  just 
now,  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  the  eom ;  and  admit- 
tinjg,  that,  by  dividing  all  the  wa^e  land  into  pajral- 
lelogfaiiis,  and  for  th^  use  of  the  poor  without  work,: 
they  might  raise  food  on  it,  releasing  them  at  least,  if 
not  their  posterity:  the  oonsec^ence  must  be,  tkeD^- 
just  as  much  land,  and  better  land  too,  now  ciriti-'^ 
vaited;  would  be  thrown  out  oi  cultivation,  and  just 
as  many  labourers  thrown  out  of  employment  as  had* 
been  relieved  before;  and  so  ft*A, untit the  wjiole 
poimlatton  had  in  turn  become  paupears  firM,  paralleib- 
gramians  next,  and  ultimatd[y,,as  was  fitst  stated, 
quMteHiHgiw  wttatof  room.    Mr;  Owen'^  I^an  rs&i^ 
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pcMmbly  be  a  palUatiYe,  but  certainly  not  the  specif 
imedy  be  believes.  He  gives,  indeed,  some  Hvj» 
of ^  alicrther  remedy,  by  exhibiting  certain  tin  canisl^a 
he  cairiee  with  him  by  way  of  ilkistration,  repres^^t^ 
log  the  different  orders  or  classes  of  sodety,  a8(  coo- 
stitQtqd  at  present.  They  are  nine  in  nUmber,  <£ 
very  unequal  sizes;  the  smallest,  painted  black, 
w:hich  he  hdds  up  between  his  finger  and  thumliu 
jiBiireawting,  I  believe,  the  aristocracy  of  the  country; 
and,  to  be  aure»  it  makes  but  a  poor  figure  as  to  si^e, 
ocmpared  to  the  other  typical  tin  canisters^  add  espe- 
cially that  of  the  labouring  dass.  I  d^d  not  under* 
Btand  what  Mr.  Owen  meant  by  this  tangible  demon- 
stration^ therefore  will  not  hazard  misrepresenting  hi^ 
olgeok  by  exjdaining  it  further. 
.  The  difference  of  opinion,  religious  and  political, 
as  well  as  that  of  language,  between  the  members 
of  this  meeting,  did  not  seem  to  diminish  the  oof- 
dialitj  of  social  intercourse ;  they  all  dined  together?, 
aiid  those  to  whom  a  pipe  and  a  bottle  were  a  pQh 
oesmry  aeeompaniment  of  conversation,  met  together 
agabi  in  tiie  evening,  while  the  rest  mised  |n  the 
sooety  of  Lausaime. 

J  As  I  abused  without  scruple  the  land&oapi?  stoig 
the  banks  of  the  laJb^,  disfigured  £is  it  is  by  <^i^ 
vineSfards,  I  Wjap  advised  to  explore  the  envw^m^jof 
|!4Maaime,  at.  seme  distance  Ircm  thoae  backs,  a^ 
fc^Hid  them  really  very  bea^tifiili  pi^€i^ei]|t^  hUls  9Ak1 
ddJeSf  w^oods.aod  meadowy,  and  ru^niQg  spriqi^; 
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the  soil  is  good,  and  vegetation  Inxuiiant ;  no  vkiM 
at  afl,  and  here  and  there  magnifioent  scenery ;  sudb 
country-jbouses  as  I  saw  were  in  excell^at  taste.  Of 
tl^  j^aces  I  visited,  I  shall  name  only  St.  Laurent* 
]Ut  Chabliere,  Le  Desert,  Le  Bois  de  Cery,,  Mezery^ 
Yemen,  Benens,  Le  Vois  de  Vaud,  ^c.  Meadowa 
^l  the  neighbourhood  of  Lausanne  sell  for  the  excnbi- 
tstnt  price  of  two  hundred  pounds  sterling  a  ptm&i 
which  here  is  about  equal  to  the  thrae-£»irths  of  an 
!p!nglish  acre:  some  vineyards  bear  three  timed  tfaiit 
price.  Land  about  Geneva  being  very  poor,  and 
only  valual^e  for  country-houses,  is  mudi  lower;  and 
112  Savoy,  close  to  Geneva,  land  of  good  quality  fa&( 
^eatly  in  value. 

I  have  s^n  here  a  kneading-iuachine^  so  aimpla 
and  effectual  as  to  make  it  deserving  notice.  A  deal 
liox,  two  feet  long,  one  foot  high,  and  cme  wide^ 
turning  on  its  long  axle  (it  does  not  run  tlirou^  Urn 
box,  but  is  screwed  on  each  end,)  by  meana  of  a 
crtM^k  at  tile  end,  which  a  child  may  turn:  one  side 
opens  on  hinges,  the  inside  is  divided  by  means  of 
cme  or  two  moveable  partitions  for  difi^^ent  sorts  of 
bread  at  one  time.  The  lump  of  doi^h  is  tiirown  in, 
and  the  crank  turned  in  the  manner  of  a  eoflfee-roostcar. 
No  hodi^  or  bars  or  any  thing  inside ;  a  hissing  noise^ 
oocasfonod  by  the  caxbbnie  gas  escaping,  indtoates- 
the  working  of:  the  dou^;  and  in  about  half  an  hour 
(less  m  warm  weather)  it  is  fit  for  the  oven.  l%e 
fsi^U  if  any»  is  iha;t  the  bi;ead  is  too  tduch  raised?  1* 
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need  not  say  that  this  is  a  much  cleaner  proe«s  of 
brMd-making  than  the  common  one.  Hiis  madiine; 
neatly  executed,  with  its  stand,  iron  &stenings,  ^c, 
oosts,  at  Lausanne,  forty  shillings  sterling;  tme  mi^ 
be  made  any  where,  and,  howeTer  coarsdy,  it  would 
answer  the  same  purpose. 

Wishing  to  see  more  at  leisure  some  parts  of 
Switzerland  I  had  visited  already,  and  visit  others 
y0t  unknown  to  me ;    meditating  even  a  pedestrian 
tour  into  the  most  mountainous  part  of  the  country, 
if  finvoured  by  the  weather,   I   set  out   nloae  -fiom 
Geneva  in  the  b^inning  of  October,  1818.    Mont 
BlaDC,  which  is  seen  to  such  advantage  near  Oeneva, 
is  lost  behind  the  Vourons  before  you  reach  Copet; 
but  the  immediate  banks  of  the  lake  improve,  and  at 
Cdigny,  four  miles  beyond  Copet,   you  meet  with 
some  very  pretty  country,   green  and  woody;   and 
watered  with  running  springs.    The  prospect  is  very 
ftie,  but  Mont  Blanc  is  still  hid.    At  Nion,  it  re-ap- 
pears in  all  its  glory.    The  chateau  de  Nion,  over 
the  town,  is  a  fine  object.    At  Prangin,  the  promon- 
tc»ry  of  MeiUerie,  and  a  distant  view  of  the  entrance 
of  the  Valais,  which  liegins  here,  abundandy  CDm'<^  :. 
pensale  fixr  the   absence  of  Mcmt   Kane  from  4be 
scene.    At  Morges,  the  route  to  Yverdun  turns  fiom 
the  water,  and  ascends  the  Jorat,  whence  you  hav!^ 
a  magaificent,  bird'a-ieye  view  of  the  whole  lake, 
fifteen  jniles  wideand  forty-five  miles  long.    It  wts, 
M  the  moment  Z  saw  it^  of  the  deepest  blue,  like  the 
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96a,  betwten  the  treses,  and  passing  to  emerald 
gteea  near  the  banks,  with  singular  white  stieaks 
4CI08S  the  whole  breadth ;  but  these  effects  of  ]ight 
wy.owitiBually.    The  houses  on  the  Savoy  side  of 
the  lake,  speared  like  small  white  dots  on  the 
dark  green  of  the  banks  ;  behind  this  the  Alps  lOM 
in  Uue  haze,  distinguishable  from  the  sky  ^y  by 
the  lines  of  snow  sweeping  irregularly  aJong  their 
siMBmits.    The  silvery  head  of  Mont  Blanc  seemed 
like  the  moon  just  rising,  far  behind  the  whole  range 
of  moiii^ns,  yet  overtopping  them  all.     The  whol^ 
way  from  Morges  to  La  Sarra  afibrds  a  very  fine 
prospedt,  over  the  great  valley  to  the  right,  towards 
Lausanne,  and  the  towers  of  its  cathedral  make  a 
very  picturesque  termmation  m  that  side.    At  La 
Sarra  the  waters  flow  north  and  south,  through  the 
lakes  of  Naidi&tel  and  of  Geneva,  towards  the  ocean 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  Mediterranean  on  the  other. 
The  Alps,  lost  here,  are  not  seen  again  till  you  have 
jpem&d  Yverdun.     At  St.  Julian  they  re-appear,  with 
half  Switzerland  displayed  in  the  intermediate  space. 
Thence  the  road   ascends  continually,  in  an  easy 
sweep*  hito  the  heart  of  the  Jura,  am<Hig  woods  and 
pafterres  watered  by  abouncHx^  springs.    I  observed 
at  a  distance,  and  recognised  that  singular  excava- 
tion of  the  crmx  du  um^  described  last  year.    Arrivii^ 
early  at  the  Lode,  I  immediately  proceeded  with  a 
guide  to  see  some  curious  subterraneous  mills  in  the 
neigidsdurhood.    I  have  fimnerly  observed,  that  the 
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Jura,  SO  unifonn  in  its  external  aspect,  presetrts  i* 
temally,  the  most  various  and  extraordinary  sitea. 
Here,  the  vertical  strata  appear  to  have  slid  down 
one  within  another ;  Some  of  them  standing  up  Hfce 
huge  waUs,  not  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  feet  apart^ 
and  others  forming  valleys  of  considerable  extent ; 
frequently,  the  order  is  all  at  once  reversed,  so  as 
to  transform  valleys  into  high  ridges,  and  ridgesr  into 
valleys.  This  inextricable  labyrinth  is  far  from  pte- 
saiting  a  ruinous  aspect,  for  the  heaps  of  rubbish 
formed  at  the  base  of  the  upright  strata  on  each  sidfei 
sloping  down  gently  into  the  middle,  the  Whole  per* 
fectly  smooth  and  tufted  over,  you  see  nothing  bift 
verdure  and  sweeping  Mnes.  Not  a  tree  nor  si  btiah 
grows  naturally  in  this  elevated  region,  where  winter 
lasts  seven  months,  and  snow  rises  sometimes  to 
thirty  feet:  it  is  a  landscape  of  the  north  of  Scotland. 
Each  little  valley  has  its  springs,  yet  the  water  dis- 
kppeafs  sometimes  suddenly  through  certain  fissures 
or  cracks  in  the  soil,  corresponding  to  the  interstices 
rfthe  vertical  strata  under  it:  Notwithststnding  thesd 
natural  drains,  the  valley  of  the  Locle  was  formeily 
exposed  to  inundations  when  the  snow  melted ;  tihia 
has  been  obviated  by  a  horizontal  gallmy  of  nme 
fa^fidred  and  fifty  feet^  pierced  through  a  s^een  €£ 
toikB  hy  whidi  the  vaUeyas  enaunpassed;  Tfaia 
#ould  have  been  for  the  Romans  a  woi^  dFfar  moie 
labour  than  their  celebrated  emissmw^  made  to  djcsdmt 
lake  Albano,  whidi  is^  indeed^  about  ^ght  times  aa 
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loDg,  but  is  cut  through  volcanic  eubtrtanoea,  sbft 
mougb  to  yield  to  the  pickaxe  and  the  spade ;  while 
this  modem  emUmrio  is  carried  through  a  lodk 
scarcdy  penetrable  without  the  assistance  of  gui^ 
powder ;  and  J  question  whether,  even  with  the  Ur 
SAStance  of  gunpowder,  this  is  not  a  more  laborious 
work  than  the  endssario.  Very  near  this  magnifioeot 
drain  is  a  natural  one,  such  as  I  have  already  de- 
scribed, sinking  vertically  into  the  heart  of  the  mouor 
tain,  and  in  this  abyss  mills  have  been  constructed ! 
You  go  down  flints  of  broken  and  slippery  stairs, 
cut  into  the  rock,  to  these  mills,  placed  one  under 
another  in  very  frightful  situations,  imdcMibtedly,  but 
rendered  more  so  to  the  imagination  of  the  beholder^ 
tby  the  circumstances  of  darkness  and  ignorance  of 
the!  means  by  which  the  works  are  secured,  by  the 
fioise,  the  nnfathomed  depth  below,  ^c.  The.Locjr 
is  an  assemblage  of  neat  houses,  not  looking  Uke 
a  country  village,  having  nothing  agricultural  about 
it ;  nor  Mke  a  town,  being  too .  much  scattered ;  but 
^iba  like  a  cluster  of  country-houses  collected  on 
a  lawn  of  vast  extent.  The  inhabitants  are  anployed 
w  domestic  manufactures,  eadi  working  at  hcxne, 
and  Bdosdy  on  his  own  account ;  the  men  are  watdi- 
makers  and  mathematical  instrument-makers^  the 
WDinen  weave  laces.  The  celebrated  Jacques  Dcoz, 
whose  automatons  were  admired  all  over  Europe, 
was  of  this  valley.    The  ixumber  of  watchmakers 
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is  tsaid  to  be  six  thousand ;  a  few  merchanls  attend 
to  the  execution  c£  orders,  and  of  late  the  United 
States  of  America  have  beeii  amongst  their  heit 
customers.  Great  simplicity  of  manners,  widi  a 
cc»siderable  degree  of  cultivation  of  mind,  prevail 
lunong  these  people,  who  are  mudi  united  among 
themselves.  Having  observed  a  great  number  of 
young  women  at  work  in  one  of  their  houses,  I  fotmd, 
on  inquiry,  they  were  orphans,  to  the  number  of 
sixty ;  an  establishment  formed  four  years  ago,  and 
supported  by  subscription.  The  ladies  directresses 
were  so  good  as  to  send  me  their  yearly  report ;  by 
which  I  saw  that  the  expense  comes  to  about  four 
pounds  ten  shillings  sterling,  a  year,  for  each  of  the 
girls,  who  are  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  do 
Tarious  kinds  of  needle-work.  Among  the  subscrip- 
tions, an  anonymous  one  appeared  for  ten  pouiKls,  a 
very  considerable  Bwax  for  this  place. 

The  distresses  of  the  two  preceding  years  are 
nearly  over:  a  day-labourer  receives  one  shilling 
steiling,  a  woman  seven-pence;  the  best  bread  is 
worth  three  half-pence  a  poimd;  beef,  four-pence; 
veal,  only  two-pence  half-p^ny.  The  inhabitants  are 
tolerably  satisfied  with  their  heterogeneous  govern* 
ment — rabjects  of  a  foreign  prince,  yet  niirad:i6rs  of 
the  Helvetic  League,  and  Republicans.  The  Kii^ 
of  Prussia  draws  from  them  annually  about  km 
thcaisand     pounds,    which    is   the    only    way    his 
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4^veieigDty  is  felt.  They  all  agree,  Berthier's  gp- 
.¥eniBient»  in  Buc»iaparte*s  time,  was  unexceptioD^ 
Able., 

The  Dcmbs,  a  little  river,  separates  the  Swiss 
^md  the  French  territories,  the  Catholics  and  the  Pro* 
tostaats ;  yet  there  are  two  Catholic  hamlets  on  thi^ 
side,  and  a  churdbi  common  to  both  commmiioQS, 
which  agree  perfecdy  well  together. 

I  set  off  very  early  in  the  momiog  from  the  Lode, 
fofc  the  Lac  des  Brennets  and  the  Ms  of  the  Doubs, 
whidb.  I  leaohed  befi>re  sun-rise,  and  whm*e  I  saw 
its  ikst  rays  glancing  on  the  taxier  green  of  the 
mcamkain  pastures;  this  place  strongly  recalled  to 
my  mind  others  &r  distant :  the  Prato  Fiorito  in.  the 
moijB^taina  of  Lucca,  and  the  Highlands  of  Scotland ; 
while  the  neat  white  houses,  scattered  about  the 
wildt^t  parts  of  the  landscape,  gave  it  scmething  of  a 
Welchlook. 

.  The  Doubs  finds  its  way  throu^  one  of  the  fright- 
M  gaps  which  divide  the  Jura,  and  prodaim  extras- 
ordisary  geological  revoluticms.  Some  large  frag- 
lasntB,  tumbled  down  by  damming  up  the  stream,  form 
what  is  catted  the  Lake  of  Brennets.  Evident  traces 
of  the  wearing  of  the  water,  left  (Xi  the  rock  om 
faunched  feet  above  the  present  levd,  shew  the  stream 
to  hav^wom  its  bed  mudb  fower  than  it  originally 
was,  althou^  it  pertainly  iiever  formed  the  whole 
4epth  of  it.  The  calcareous  strata  are  in  several 
traces  bent  and  twisted  in  the  most  extraordinai^y 
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ttaaniier,  although  pieservii^  their  original  patallel- 
km ;  a  phenomenon  which,  although  reairrfaig  so 
often,  never  fails  to  excite  new  wonder.  The  water, 
being  very  low,  had  left  a  great  quantity  of  fish 
caught  in  holes  of  the  rock,  wh»e  the  peoj^  were 
busily  ^ooiployed  iti  taking  them  with  their  hands: 
I  observed  trout  and  oraw  fish  together  in  some  of 
them.  Partly  in  a  boat,  partly  en  fix)t,  I  perfiwn^tfad 
^  very  pleasing,  attfaough  rather  fiatiguing,  tour:  of 
six  hours,  whidi  brought  me  to  the  Chaux-de*fo«d^ 
another  mountain  town,  resanbling  the  Lode,  but 
more  considerable;  my  landlady  strongly  recom- 
mended my  staying  a  day  or  two  to  see  the  mauHns* 
sous4erre,  and  Jacques  Droz's  automatons,  retaarned 
to  their  native  mountains  after  many  years  spent 
infg^eign  parts;  but  I  assured  her  that  I  had  seoa 
the  first  yesterday,  and  the  latter  five-and-lhirty  years 
ago,  and  remembered  both  equally  well. 
-  From  the  Chaux-de-fond,  my  cfaar-^-banc.  driver, 
missing  his  way,  w^t  throu^  PierDe-pertuis  and 
Val  St.  Imier,  along  the  Suze,  instead  of  foUowifig  the 
valley  of  the  Doubs :  we  readied  very  Ute  a  smftU 
village,  (Groviller,)  wh^re,  however,  I  was  well  ft©- 
Qommodated. 

Porentrui  is  a  pretty  little  town,  the  capital  cf  ibe 
ci-devant  ^v&che  de  Bsde^  which  the  C^agrea$  of 
Viemia  gave  to  Berne,  to  make  up  in  some  measure 
for  not  having  reinstated  diat  legitimate  sovereign,  opi 
the  day  of  re^toraftow,  in  the  pos£iM«ioii«  wjresM 
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fVom  it  by  the  Revolution.  The  inhabitants,  good 
Catholics,  believe  the  fall  of  Buonaparte  was  owing 
to  his  havii^  been  secretly  excommunicated;  yet 
they  regret  a  litde  the  French  government,  not  as- 
suredly from  any  lurking  liberality,  of  which  not  a 
partide  seans  to  have  tinctured  their  minds*,  but 
simply  because  le  commerce  ne  va  pas  bien  !  which,  of 
course,  they  ascribe  to  the  change  of  government. 
The  passage  from  war  to  peace,  when  hostilities  have 
lasted  many  years,  disturbs  that  order  of  things  by 
which  a  great  number  of  people  were  accustomed  to 
earn  their  bread,  for  war  feeds  many  more  people 
than  it  destroys.  It  *may  be  called  an  unproductive 
branch  of  industry  undoubtedly,  although  not  more  so 
than  many  others,  but  it  answers  the  purpose  of  a 
multitude  of  people,  who  receive,  in  the  shape  of  a 
salary,  or  otherwise,  the  sums  levied  on  the  richer 
class  in  the  shape  of  taxes  and  of  loans.  Definitive 
treaties  of  peace  are  but  preliminaries  till  ratified  by 
a  higher  power — ^time;  and  the  nations  of  Europe 
have  ;not  as  yet  obtained  that  last  sanction.  This 
ci-devant  6vAchi6  de  BAle  proves  but  an  unfortunate 
present  to  Berne,  placing  it  in  contact  with  a  power- 
fd  neighbour,  without  any  advantage  but  a  few 
places  to  give,  (five  bailiwicks.)     A  paternal  govem- 

♦  The  ensngaement  mutuel  I  found  not  in  very  good  repute  with 
the  clergy  of  Poreotrui,  because  thejoumaux  du  bon  cdii  did  not  speak 
of  it  favourably.  Here  there  is  one  of  these  schools  established,  and 
petitions  for  more. 
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mait,  unpractised  in  the  art  of  screwing  up  taxaticm^ 
has  no  need  of  foreign  children,  brought  up  in  a  dif- 
ferent religion,  and  who  have  other  manners  and 
habits — accustomed  to  obedience  indeed,  and  ignorant 
of  any  thing  else,  but  without  attachment  of  course  to 
their  adoptive  parents,  and  who  would  not  stir  a  step 
to  Serve  or  defend  them.  The  Bailli  sent  to  Goverl- 
tree  by  the  council  of  Berne,  (Mr.  Jenner,)  is  the 
very  best  they  could  select  to  deal  with  their  French 
neighbours,  being  the  same  person  who  gave  them 
such  p^ges  of  his  zeal  and  fidelity  in  very  trying 
times  * :  he  manages  the  executive  business  of  his 
government  with  twelve  gens  d'armes  ;  while  the  French 
keep  on  the  same  frontier  of  fifteen  leagues,  for  the 
use  of  the  custom-house  alone,  four  hundred  and 
Seventy  men,  with  a  pay  of  eight-pence  sterling  a 
day,  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  laces  and  watdies^ 
which  come  in  nevertheless  at  a  fixed  rate,  and  very 
probably  through  the  means  of  those  employed  in 
preventing  it.  In  1816,  the  population  of  this  iv^che^ 
ite  Bdlc  was  sixty-seven  thousand  two  hundred  and 
twelve  souls ;  the  deaths  were  one  thousiand  silfc 
hundred  and  ninety-five ;  births,  two  thousand  twq 
hundred  and  ihirty-eight ;  marriages,  five  hundred 
and  ten. 

A  Bernese  bailU  unites  all  possible  powers  in  his 
own  person,  issuing  writs  for  the  apprehension  of 
ptM-sons,  and  conducting  the  prosecution  as  attorney- 

*  See  Chap,  xxxviii.  Vol.  11. 
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general : — ^with  two  assessors  on  the  bench,  (credi- 
table countrymen  selected  for  the  puipose,)  he  tries 
his  prisoner,  yet  cannot  hang  him,  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  council  of  Berne,  to  whom  the  sentence  is 
submitted,  and  usually  approved.    The  l^al  pro- 
ceedings are  carried  on  in  secret,  although  witnesses 
are  examined  in  presence  of  the  prisoner ;  his  counsel 
is  introduced  to  hear  the  sentence  pronounced,  and  is 
allowed  to  make  objections  to  it,  but  of  form  only, 
having  nothing  to  do  with  the  evidence,  or  with  the 
merits  of  the  case.    The  torture  is  never  applied. 
The  Bemese  baiUi    is    commander-in-chief  of  the 
militia,  and  collector  of  the  revenue ;  he  makes  laws 
and  executes  them ;  he  is  the  arbitrary,  yet  gentle, 
censor  of  the  press,  no  one  indeed  publishing.    The 
prison  of  Porentrui,  which  serves  for  the  whole  new 
territory,  is  among  the  best  I  ever  saw ;  the  prisoners 
have  plenty  of  space,  a  large  garden,  and  employ- 
ment;  a  part  of  the  proceeds  of  their  labour  is  re- 
served for  their  use  when  they  are  restored  to  freedom. 
There  were  seventy  individuals  confined  (not  one 
for  debt)  on  a  population  of  seventy  thousand  souls, 
and  more,  some  of  the  prisoners  having  been  sent 
firom  Berne. 

Fivfe'  or  six  miles  from  Porentrui,  on  the  road  to 
Delemont,  I  observed  a  monument,  respecting  which 
tradition  is  silent.  It  is  a  large  flat  stone  standing 
upright  like  a  wall,  nme  feet  high  above  ground,  of 
the  same  breadth,  and  two  or  three  feet  thick,  with  a 
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small  hde  in  the  middle  of  it,  at  a  ccdnreooent  hei^ 
to  look  through. 

Nothuig  can  be  finer  than  t^s  road  from  Porentrui 
to  DeL^BOi^,  akmg  a  sort  of  natural  causeway  of 
green  turf,  with  magnificent  oaks  scattered  along  it ; 
to  the  right  and  left  are  valleys  equally  green  and 
shady,  over  which  herds  of  cattle  range  in  liberty, 
shaking  their  musical  bells  as  they  graze :  high  moun- 
tains on  all  sides  leave  you  in  doubt  about  the  issue 
of  the  verdant  maze  in  whidi  you  are  engaged. 

The  desc^it  of  the  Jura  is  everywhere  magnifi- 
cent ;  the  boundless  view  it  presents,  melting  into  an 
hanncmioufi  distance,  is  particularly  striking,  after 
the  broken,  wild,  and  generally-confined  aspect  of 
the  interior  parts  of  the  diain.  I  was  favoured  by 
the  weather  and  state  of  the  light  over  the  landscape, 
while  coming  down  by  the  passage  of  the  Suze  to 
Bienne  in  the  evening,  and  slept  at  Arberg. 

The  direct  road  from  Arberg  to  Berne  is  by  Frienis* 
berg,  cdebrated  for  a  fine  prospect,  which  I  gave  up  to 
see  Avenche.  Very  little  remains  above  ground  erf  the 
Roman  city  of  Aventkum,  the  ancient  capital  of  Helve- 
tia * .  A  vast  circumference  of  walls  seems  to  mark  its 
extent,  but  there  are  reasons  to  suppose  that  these 
walls,  comparatively  modem,  were  constructed  by  the 

•  The  Roman  mile-stones  found  in  Switzerland,  shew  that  distances 
were  all  calculated  from  Aventicum ;  therefore  it  was  the  principal 
city  of  Helvetia,  but  the  Romans  had  not  properly  any  capitals  in 
the  proTinces— the  government  was  not  stationary. 
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Burgiuyljiaxis,  with  the  materials  of  ^  old  qoes,  9a4 
Found  a  smaller  amn.  1^8  ar^a  has  beee^for  icenturi^ 
the  quarry  ^om  wht(^  budding  materials  iH^yebeenprot 
cured,  and  the  pipprietor  of  a  s^igl^  acrei  sold  not  loi^ 
ago  stones  boxn  it  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds 
sterling;  it  is  true  th^e  was  among  them  a  blod(  of 
marble  which  it  took  thirty  horses  to  draw  away.  After 
adrou^t,  the  foundations  of  buildings  ranged  in  stre^ 
are  distinguishable  on  the  sur&ce  of  the  ground,  by 
the  burnt  appearance  of  the  gra^s  ovear  them.  Of  all 
the  mosaic  pavements,  discovered  at  different  time^i 
there  are  but  three  visible,  aiKi  only  one  of  which  any 
care  is  t^lsen ;  none  of  theqi  have  any  thing  to  recom- 
mend them  but  their  antiquity.  I W93  shewn  a  walnut- 
tree,  under  the  roots  of  which  lie  another  mosaic,  quite 
hid  at  present.  Most  of  them  belonged  to  baths,  and 
the  aqueducts,  by  means  of  which  they  were  supplied^ 
traverse  the  phm  under  ground,  in  various  directions* 
The  most  striking  object  is  the  comer  of  an  edifipe^ 
prd^ably  large  and  magni^cent;  the  part  which  rer 
mains  standing  consists  of  a  Corinthian  column  in  half 
relief^  four  feet  eight  inches  in  diameter  on  one  side  of 
Itoe  awgle,  and  a  pilaster  0Sk  the  other  side. ;  Tlie  waU> 
the  cduDOji,  and  pilaster,  together,  are  fqm^  of  thir^ 
leen  hugfe  blocks  of  mvUe,  one  ypon  the  tpp  of  wor 
ther,  eacheigbt  feet;;?»d  a,ha^  loi^g>  %e -fp^.,and  ]» 
half  biF€iad>  and  two  feet  thjck,  besides  the  foundation 
above  giwnd,  and  a  larg^  shapeless  block  at  top^  I 
ratiibated  the  height  of  the  whole  at  about;thirty->seveq 
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feet.  Tile  great  solidity  of  this  constructioii  made  it 
survive  tbe  ravages  of  time»  and  tbbse  of  ancient  and 
modem  barbarians.  One  hundred  yards  to  the  west 
of  this,  a  cornice  of  yvhite  marble  is  lying  reversed, 
most  beautifully  carved,  and  in  a  state  of  high  preser- 
vation, although  so  exposed;  it  is  made  of  a  sii^le 
block,  nine  feet  long,  four  feet  wide,  and  three  feet  in 
thidcness.  The  walls  of  the  ancient  port  of  Aventicimi, 
on  the  lake  of  Morat,  are  in  part  standing,  and  the  iron 
fastenings  for  boats  were  still  in  them  but  a  few  years 
ago.  Hie  oaken  piles  of  the  foundations  appear  in 
some  places;  and  are  in  a  state  of  great  preservation, 
very  black  and  hard,  and  still  combustible ;  but  the  lake 
has  receded  about  one  mile,  leaving  a  great  extent  of 
fine  meadows.  The  new  town  of  Avenche,  hard  by, 
and  built  of  the  materials  of  the  old  city,  contains  some 
ruins,  an  amphitheatre,  buried  indeed  under  a  suflScient 
depth  of  soil  for  grass  to  grow  over  and  an  orchaid, 
yet  the  oval  shape  and  the  rows  of  seats  are  discerni- 
ble. The  circumference  at  the  top  is  above  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty  feet,  the  depth  about  thirty  feet;  at  one 
of  the  extremities  of  the  oval  there  is  an  under-ground 
room  about  twenty  feet  square,  antique  certainly,  but 
the  square  tower  over  it  is  evidently  modem,  pieces  of 
min  appearing  worked  in  its  walls.  Large  Uocks  of 
whitemarble,  which  have  been  the  cornices  of  splendid 
6d^es,  are  also  worked  in  the  waUs  of  the  gates  of 
ih6  town  and  of  the  churdi,  all  tipside  down;  besso^ 
relievos  and  inscripticms  are  seen  ^yery  whev6,.buil^ 
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i^ia.waUs.    llie  Bi^mans  got  thrtr  ooaraer  malmak 
&(m  a  qaarry  close  by,  whidi  is  still  worked. 

The  saddle  of  the  exoeUent  Queen  Bertha,  of  i^n- 
nu^  mrafiory,  is  seen  at  Pajreme,  six  tittles  frcm 
Avendie,  suspended,  rather  irreverently,  at  the  inn. 
It  is  as  strong  as  wood  and  iron  oould  make  it,  and 
kas  on  either  side  two  very  spacious  cylindrical  Bort  of 
things,  like  a  pair  of  Inreet^es,  to  all  appearance  des- 
tined to  receive  and  protect  the  limbs  of  her  nmjesty 
when  astride.  Once  fixed  there,  she  oould  not  possi- 
bly be  ui^orsed ;  but  how  she  contrived  to  slide  into 
them  is  not  so  easily  understood.  It  is  very  unlikely 
tbat  any  male  rider  should  ever  have  made  use  of  sudh 
aoontiivance ;  therefore  it  is  the  saddle  of  a  woman — ci 
a  woman  of  quality,  of  course,  and  probably  of  Queen 
Bertha,  for  there  is  a  {dace  to  receive  the  end  of  bepr 
distaff.  Her  remains,  discovered  a  few  years  ago, 
have  been  deposited  under  a  marble  monument,  in  tl^ 
cathedral  she  herself  built,  with  materials  drawn  from 
Aventiqum. 

Without  stepping  at  B^me  more  than  two  days,  the 
persons  I  wished  to  see  not  being  in  town,  I  set  off  fiir 
my  intemled  tour  with  very  fine  weather. 

Aarau,  Octoiw  10.^ 

19ie4ract  of  country  from  Becne  to  this  place  is  ^- 
bably  tthe  best  cultivated  in  Switzerland,  the  system 
of  imgation  being  particularly  well  undewrtqod*    It  is 


1M6  ADMilttSVIIA'lWN  OF  TOE  CANTONS. 

^bidkly  iplidtHft^  wA  Ibe  aeatoMs  and  good  order  cf 
the  nume»?iua  SeiTtm,  scMMced  about  the  ommtry;  as 
wiell  as  the  fine  races  of  aiamals,  put  me  in  mind  of 
Snglii^  &nmng ;  yet  the  Mi^twa^er  filled  the  air  witiai 
a  firagnmoe  quite  Hdvetian,  and  ibe  appearance  of  the 
.lixxnen,  at  hard  labour  in  the  fiekk,  was  not  British. 

Aarau^  the  capital  of  a  neir  canton^  is  in  itwlf  «ai 
odious  little  place ;  yet  outside  the  walls  there  are  a 
few  rQW$  of  modern  neat  houses.  Having  a  letter  for 
Mr.  R--— ,  and  I  coukl  not  have  a  more  us^il  intro- 
ductioai^  I  saw  several  well-informed  perscms  here. 
Conversing  with  them^  respecting  the  power  conferred 
on  the  executive  council  in  most  of  the  Swiss  cantons 
to  overlook  and  direct  the  administration  of  justice, 
whidi  appears  so  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  judges,  and  leading  to  a  sort  of  judiciary 
anarchy,  I  was  told  that  it  was  somediing  like  what 
the  grand  jury  did  in  England ;  but  although  a.  grand 
jury  may  impeach  a  judge,  it  cannot  meddle  with  his 
official  duties — a  distinction  not  understood  properly 
here.  Among  the  new  cantons,  this  is  supposed  to 
have  most  of  the  democratic,  and  the  canton  of  Vaud 
most  of  the  aristocratic,  bias ;  yet  the  latter  is  certainly 
in  a  more  improving  state  than  the  other.  I  found 
there  were  few  priionera  iM  the  gt^l  at  Aarau,  and 
not  any  for  debt.  Of  the  births,  three  out  of  every 
iHmdsed  are  iUegitinate.  ;;jTfae  consisto^,.  tF  itUit^^^ 
vMmU  courts  isquir^  into  notcaribus  irreguUmti^s  of 
married  peopte,  and  has  power  to  interfere  when  the 
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£Miier  of  a  family  is  ctbssipatkKg  bi$  finrtimeu  ThM6 
are  sttange  inquisitorial  powers;  yel  I  found  the  c^- 
nion  of  very  liberaUyfiiidined  p^wotis  quite  &Yoiur« 
able  to  this  institution.  The  estabUshments  for  edhh 
cation  are,  1.  Primary  schools  in  various,  pi^s  of  Urn 
canton,  where  children  learn  to  read  and  writeu  2. 
Schools  for  the  dead  languages^  prioctpallyfor  chil-t 
dren  from  eight  years  dd  to  fourteen*  3.  Cantonal 
schools,  where  the  higher  sciences  are  tatight 

The  ch^eau  of  Hapsbourg,  the  birth-plaee  of  .the 
Austrian  family,  is  situated  twdve  miles  to  the  northr 
ea3t  of  Aarau,  chi  a  low  insulated  ridge*  in  the  middle 
of  a  plain.  All  that  r^nains  of  it  is  a  square  towar^ 
solidly  built  of  rough,  stcmes,  only  thirty  feet  squai^e 
on  the  outside,  and  eighteen  inside,  the  walls  bei^ 
six  feetthkk;  the  height  is  about  sevianty  feet.  A 
trap-door  on  the  ground-^floor  opens  into  a  dungeon — 
a  n«essary  appendage  to  a  feudal  edifice.  Ihe  house 
adjoining,  although  old,  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
a  part  .of  the  castle,  which  must,  however,  have  ex-> 
tended  beyond  the  tow^;  the  grounds  about  haiie 
been  made  very  neat,  and  a  pretty  walk  carried  round 
them.  From  the  tower  the  eye  takes  in  at  a  glance 
the  whole  of  the  inheritance  of  the  house  of  Austria, 
five  hundred:  years  ago.  The  ruins  of  the  abbey  of 
Koenigsfeldai  are  seen,  about  one  mile  distant^  in  a 
north-east  direction,  near  the  junction  of  the  Reuss  and 
the  Aar.  The  whole  intermediate  space  was  occupied 
by  the  town  and  Roman  camp  of  Vindonissa,  of  which 
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the  military  works,  extending  not  less  tlian  twelve 
miles  frc«n  north  to  south,  were  the  strongest  of  any 
in  that  age,  and  the  chief  dependence  of  the  Romans 
<m  this  frontier  of  their  empire.     Scarcely  any  thing 
remains  above-ground  of  the  numerous  edifices  of 
Vindonissa,  and  only  some  traces  of  its  amphitheatre, 
of  its  aqueducts,  and  baths;  but  a  vast  number  of  in* 
scriptions,  as  vfeU  as  medals,  and  remains  of  Roman 
art  of  all  sorts,  found  from  time  to  time,  attest  its  for^ 
mer  greatness.     The  origin  of  the  abbey  of  KcBuigs- 
felden  may  be  seen  in  the  historical  part  of  this  work. 
(Chap.  ix.  Vol.  II.)    The  cdil  of  its  imj^aeable  foun- 
dress, the  Princess  Agnes,  where  she  lived  fifty-seven 
years,  and  died*,  is  still  seen — a  low  room  on  the 
ground-floor,  about  twenty-five  feet  square,  and  the 
only  piece  of  furniture  in  it  is  the  ponderous  chest  she 
caused  to  be  made  of  the  trunk  of  the  tree  under  which 
the  Emperor  Albert,  her  father,  was  killed;  it  grew 
on  the  very  spot  where  she  erected  the  great  altar  of 
the  church-^this  piece  of  furniture,  five  hundred  years 
dd,  does  not  do  much  credit  to  the  art  of  cabinet- 
making  in  those  days ;  it  seems  hollowed  out  of  the 
square  log,  and  is  overloaded  vdth  iron-work;  to  lifl 
the  lid  requires  some  eSbrt.     In  the  church,  round  the 
main  altar  just  mentioned,  are  seen,  arranged  abouit 
the  ruined  viralls,  a  series  of  kneeling  knights,  as  large 

'  ♦  When  Agnes,  at  the  point  of  death,  received  the  emirem^  unction^ 
she  said  to  the  people  about  her,  "  Now  the  mirror  of  my  soul  is 
cleansed  from  all  stain/'  -    ^ 
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as  life,  and  carved  in  stone;  they  are  figures  of 
the  principal  warriors  i;^k>  perished  at  Sempach^. 
The  marble  tomb  in  the  chcxr,  formerly  contained  the 
remains  of  Agnes,  of  Leopold  of  Austria,  her  cousin, 
killed  in  this  batde,  and  of  seven  other  princes  of  that 
house ;  but  you  learn,  from  a  Latin  inscription  ou  the 
^pot,  that  these  imperial  remains  were  carried  away  to 
tlie  Austrian  dominion  in  the  year  1770.  The  body 
of  Albert,  assassinated  here,  had  been  carried  to  the 
coUegial  church  of  Spire ;  and  when,  at  the  time  of 
the  devastation  of  the  Palatinate  under  Louis  XlVtb, 
the  tombs  of  the  anperors  were  opened,  and  their  re- 
mains dispersed,  his  head  was  known  by  the  deep 
wound  inflicted  by  the  sword  of  Eschenbachf . 

After  crossing  the  Reuss  at  Koehigsfelden,  you  find; 
three  miles  further,  on  the  Limmat,  the  town  of  Ba- 
den and  its  baths,  which  were  of  celebrity  even  in 
the  time  c^  the  Romans  ^.  Some  ruins,  and  a  great 
number  of  medals  and  utensils  of  all  kinds,  found 
among  than,  bear  witness  to  the  former  splendour  of 
the  place.  Much  curiosity  has  been:  exdted  re^ 
specting  the  vast  quantity  of  common  joying  dice, 
found  at  various  times,  during  more  than  two  hun- 
dred years,  about  the  fields  near  Baden,  a  little 
way  imder  the  surface,  as  if  they  had  been  purposely 
scattered,  but  principally  at  a  place  called,  from  that 
circumstance,  WiirffeU  Wifisen,  (the  dice  meadow); 

♦  See  Chap.  xv.  Vol.  II.  t  Chap.  ix.  Vol.  II. 

1  Chap.  ii.  Vol.  If. 
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tbey  are  made  of  bone,  not  of  Roman  mimufacture, 
and  the  marka  on  them  are  disposed  as  at  this  day^ 
apposite  faces  making  togetha:  always  seven.  We 
have  a  learned  dissertation  on  the  subject  by  a 
Swiss,  in  1717,  and  several  others  since.  The  Duke 
Henry,  of  Rohan,  who  died  in  1638,  had  collected  a 
great  number  of  these  dice ;  but  Tsdiudi,  (the  lus- 
torian),  who  was  Bailli  of  Baden,  (1533—1549), 
makes  no  mention  of  the  circumstance.  Baden  did 
not  suffer  leas  than  Aventicum  from  the  fury  of  Ceci* 
xsLy  and  the  legion  12aj)aa?*. 

The  country  aboiA  Baden  bears  witness  to  some 
great  geological  revolution,  respecting  which  Mr. 
Ebel's  Mamud  contains  a  very  interesting  theory.  I 
Mbumed  the  same  night  from  Kcenigsfelden  to  Aaiau. 
passing  close  «to  the  rock  and  castle  of  Bruneck,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Gesslers,  whose  name  is 
associated  with  that  of  William  Tell.  The  family 
stiU  exists  in  Germany. 

The  fair  was  at  Aamu — ^waltzing  at  all  the  inns, 
and  to  pretend  to  sleep  was  quite  out  of  the  question ; 
crowds  of  stout  Gl^rman  women  roUed  f  aU  night  m 

*  No  monuments  of  Nero's  reign  have  ever  been  found  in  Swit- 
zerland, where  it  seems  they  were  destroyed  after  the  death  of  the 
imperial  monster.  It  is,  however,  known,  that  the  twenty-first  legion 
wasjthen,  as  weU  as  under  Vitellius,  (]fuarlered  in  Vindonissa;  nine- 
teen inscriptions,  found  at  E}oten,  six  mil^s  from  Zurich,  in  17^4, 
shew  that  the  twelfth  legion  was  also  at  Vindonissa. 

t  WaUzifig,  in  German,  is  literally  rolling. 
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tlieir  orbite,  ivith  a  Tddcity  seemi»gly  proportiosaato 
to  theif  Bw^,  to  the  sound  of  die  tmM  exUlarsting 
music  of  wind  instrumenti^,  which  made  you  danse  in 
fancy  ^  even  while  your  feet*  withstood  its  inAieence. 

Zurich, 

Shave  already  desmbed  the  appearance  of  tins 
town ;  therefore  I  shall  n<m  ooiy  notice  its  instil 
tutions,  mistxmers>  and  customs,  which  a  stranger  is 
cibliged  to  take  a  good  deal  upon  trust:  it  is  only  in 
the  selection  oi  the  evidence,  on  which  he  forms  his 
judgment,  tibat  his  sagacity  tsca  be  exerted.  Hie 
reader  will  find»  in  the  historical  part  oftMs  work, 
ain  account  of  the  early  times  of  Zurich,  and  the  re* 
vcdutions  it  has  imdergone.  Some  antiquated  dwells 
iQgs  of  the  great  families  recall  the  Florentine  and 
Pisan  terrors  of  the  middle  ages;  ibkk  walls  with 
fflaaU  grated  windows,  tery  high  above  ground,  and 
the  best  apartment  in  the  gaftet.  This  taste  in 
ad^hitecture,  suggested  by  the  turbulence  of  icaaeat 
times,  was  perpetuated  from  halnt  Icxig  after  the  oa^ 
cftsic«i  was  over.  Five  hundred  yesurs  ago,  ZumA 
was  a  most  literary  town,  and  men  ni>w,  without  the 
world  at  kurge  knowing  much  of  the  matter,  no  fewer 
than  seventy  hcHne-bred  authoi%  *,  all  contemporary^ 
live,  and  promise  to  livie  long,  on  the  shelves  of  its 
public  library.     This  ■-  is  a  g&od  many  ibr  a  popu- 

*  I  have  since  learnt  that  a  work   on   German  LiteraturCy  by 
Minsel,  enumerates  one  kwdred  authors  now  living  at  Zurich. 
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fartkxD  of  ten  tkouMiid  aouk;  mid  lionckm,.  with  its 
ottUioii  of  inhabitants,  oould  not  muster  a  phalanx  of 
its  own  w<»rthie8  one  hundred  times  seventy  in  num* 
ber,  att  above  ground  at  one  time,  and  in  print;  nor 
Paris,  the  square  of  70  x  70s=:49(X)  living  samtits.  A 
Parisian  author,  however,  spending  his  evenings,  as 
they  all  do,  in  the  various  saloons  ot  the  capital, 
mtthipUes  himself,  as  it  were»  while  the  Qerouan  lives 
with  his  bodks,  and  concentrates  his  worth  into  the 
smallest  possible  space.  Malleable,  like  fine  gold, 
l^nius  at  Paris  spreads  out  by  means  of  ccHiversati<xi, 
thinly  gilding  over  the  wide  surface  of  society;  while 
here,  the  metal  is  a  rough  but  solid  ingot. 

The  revoluti<m  of  1336  pulled  down  the  cAd  aris* 
tocracy  oi  2iurich,  only  tp  make  room  for  another; 
the  aristocracy  of  corporate  tradesmen,  instituted  by 
tbe  demagogue  Braun  *.  The  descendants  of  these 
new  men,  grown  rich  by  privilege,  became  itgain 
htemry,  but  good  breeding  did  not  return;  and.with 
loamiiEig  and  poetry  in  their  heads,  there. was  like- 
wise some  vulgarity  and  coarseness  in  their  mans^rs, 
even  to  a  proverb,  which  involves  s$»ne  otb^r  mem- 
bers  of  the  Helvetic  league.  I  am  sorry  to  be  ol^iged 
to  repeat  itr-"  Grossier  comma  un  Zurioois,  fier 
ccnmne  un  Bemois,  et  int^ress^  comme  un  G^ne* 
vois/'  Iliese  sort  of  generalizations,  though  exag* 
gerated,  are  rarely  quite  destitute  of  truth* 

Who  would  suppose  the  tender,   the  sentimental 

•  S«c  Chap.  «•  Vol.  IL 
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Gesmer  was  natamlly  a  bu£^)on?  while  sitting  in 
the  council  of  state  he  todc  pleasure  in  dmwittg 
caricatures  of  his  colleagues.  Lavater  could  not  beat 
fais  Idyls,  and  laughed  at  them.  The  great  Halier 
and  Zimmermann,  and  neither  of  them  of  Zuridi, 
were  contemporaries  and  friends  of  Lavater  and  Gess- 
ner.  HaUer,  tormented  wiih  superstitious  fears  to- 
wards the  end  of  his  life,  was  afraid  (^  being  damned. 
Zimmermann.died  quite  mad,  and  in  the  very  state 
admirably  described  by  himself  in  his  Sditude.  Ricji 
as  well  as  oelebrated,  he  thought  himself  destitute 
even  of  clothes,  and  begged  that  the  most  indispen- 
sable, article  of  dress,  whioh  had  been  takeft  away 
from  him,  might,  at  least,  be  returned,  abusing  the 
Fr^di,  whose  revolutionary  principles  he  had  stig- 
matized  in  his  writings,  of  having  played  him  this 
tridc. 

Meeting  only  men,  in  the  two  or  three  houses  where 
i  had  access,  while  at  Zurich,  I  ^thought  naturally  ail 
my  friends  had  the  misfortune  of  being  either  b^acbe- 
lors  or  widowers,  but  heard  afterwards  they  had 
diarming  families,  although  not  visible  to  strainers. 
It  is  true,  that  they  were  such  inveterate  smokers 
tlmt  women  could  not  have  breathed  their  atmosphere. 
**  Tobacco,  wine,  and  cheese,"  observes  the  lively 
author^,  (a  Zurich  man  himself)  of  the  Voyage  de 

.    *.  Mr.  Meister,  of  Zurich,  is  the  author  (^  about  one  half  of  the 
celebrated  letten}  of  Grimm ;  he  shewed  me  where  he  began,  towards 
the  end  of  the  second  Volume  of  the  first  series  published. 
Vol.  I.  2  A 
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Zurich  d  SSwkK  "  fi>rm8  the  \»m  of  wt  aodal 
iQtenx>urse,  and  in  our  conyensatioD  diere  are  mras 
poffi^  of  soK^e  than  words ;  except  when  plajiriBg 
^tfds  you  rarely  see  men  sit  down;  aed  three  or 
four  chairs  9.re  deemed  a  fair  aUowawe  for  a  company 
of  twelve  or  fifleen  gentlemen  generally  walking  to 
and  fro  in  small  groups,  with  their  pipes  in  thek 
mouths,  or  gathering  round  any  one  who  brings  newg, 
or  tells  a  good  story."  The  author  of  the  Voyage  de 
Zurich  d  Zurich,  who  lived  twenty  years  in  Paris,  at 
the  period  when  Vesfprit  dt  sacHU  flourished  most^ 
knows  what  it  is ;  but  although  regretting  for  himsdf 
the  loss  of  it,  he  seems  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  te 
the  absence  of  that  sort  of  society  the  most  ¥aluaMe 
qualities  his  countrymen  possess  are  due,  thdur  inde- 
&tigable  application  and  perseverance,  their  domestic 
habits,  the  steadiness  and  warmth  of  their  attach- 
ments, and  the  variety,  originality,  and  often  depth, 
observable  in  their  mode  of  thinking.  Each  t^i^r 
and  each  mind  has  a  turn  pecsuliar  to  itself,  whidi 
can  rarely  be  brpii^  to  the  standard  of  others,  and 
these  dissidences  areatt^npted to  be  disguised  under  a 
certain  ceremonious  demeanour,  throu^  whidh  traits 
of  nmMti  aqd  ingenuous  sin^lidty  freqpaently  escape. 
''  The  principle  of  pditical  equality  is  established 
among  us^"  our  auihor  observes,  ''  by  the  ocxosti- 
tution;  yet  individual  superiority  always  gets  the 
better  of  democratic  checks,  and  creates  hereditary 
distinction.    A  state  of  tilings,  thus  in  direct  contra- 


CU&TIVATlON  OP  MUSiO.  Mi 

dtction  ivith  itoelf,  requires  prudent  management  and 
much  drcumspection,  to  preserve  tluut  degi^  of  iih 
flumee  necessary  to  the  purposes  of  our  little  lepuUii 
con  ambition ;  thenoe  another  dieek  on  sodal  inter^ 
course,  which,  re-acting  cm  our  feeUngs  and  passicms* 
ghres  them  additional  intenseness.  Under  a  reserved 
and  rather  cold  demeanour,  my  ceuntrjrmen  hide  vbb^ 
common  ardour,  and  stubborn  constancy  in  the  pur» 
suit  (rf* a  favourite  object." 

Music  and  drawing  are  mudi  cultivated  at  2uridi» 
Imt  principally  the  formw,  and  with  great  suwes&i 
Dr.  Gall,  indeed,  declared,  that  he  n6v»  had  met  any 
where  the  chupacteristic  bump  of  the  topirmn,  the  pt^ 
dcms  organ  of  sourd,  so  marked  and  well  defined* 
as  among  the  people  of  this  tofwn.  Thia  faculty  in 
rendered  more  striking  from  the  contrast  with  theor 
language,  the  least  harmonious  and  most  uncouth  theft 
ever  was ;  they  cannot  speak  it  without  makmg  fiuses. 

Harlem  excepted,  there  is  not  a  town  where  more 
attention  was  ever  paid  to  fine  flowers ;  all  the  nem 
importations  in  Europe,  the  Harttnna,  the  VoUKeTt 
meria^  ^c.  #*c.,  are  heiie  seen  in  perfection ;  and  tbit 
taste  is  particularly  displayed  on  the  dooaeiim  c^  th^ 
birth  of  a  child,  when  the  news  is  carried  abo^t  to 
all  the  relations  and  friends  of  the  fiunily*  by  the 
prettiest  maid-«ervant  in  the  house,  dressed  in  im 
best  for  the  occasion,  and  carrying  a  huge  npgegay 
of  the  finest  flowers  the  season  affords. 

Probably  a  mode  c£  life  so  entirely  dojtne&tic^  woild 

«  A  s, 
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tmnpi  few  strangei^s,  and  in  France  particularly  it 
would  appear  quite  intderable ;  yet  people  may  feel 
least  lonely  when  most  alone,  and  most  tired  when 
they  pursue  amusement  only.  Walking  occasionafly 
t^e  whole  length  of  the  interior  Boulevards  of  Paris, 
on  a  summer  evening,  I  have  generally  observed  on 
my  return,  at  the  interval  of  one  or  two  hours,  the 
very  same  figures  sitting  just  where  I  had  left  them ; 
mostly  isolated  middle-aged  men,  established  for  the 
evening  on  three  chairs,  one  for  the  elbow,  another 
for  the  extended  leg;  a  third  for  the  centre  of  gra- 
vity ;'  with  vacant  looks  and  a  muddy  complexion, 
appearing  discontented  with  themselves  ami  others, 
and  profoiuidly  tired*  A  fateteuil  in  a  saJoUy  for  the 
passive  hesdrer  of  the  talk  of  others,  is  worse  thaathe 
iktee  diairs  on  the  Boulevard :  the  theatre,  seen 
again  and  again,  can  have  no  great  charms,  nor  is  it 
every  one  who  has  money  to  spare  for  the  one,  or 
free  access  to  the  other ;  ther^ore,  an  immense  num- 
ber of  people  ate  driven  to  the  Boulevard  as  a  last 
resource.  As  to  home,  it  is  no  resource  at  all;  no 
one  thinks  of  the  possibility  of  employing  his  time 
there,  either  by  himself  or  with  his  family.  Upon 
the  whole,  J  do  not  believe  there  is  a  country  in  1i€i 
world  where  you  see  so  many  long  feces,  care-worn 
and  cross,  as  among  the  very  people  who  are  denned, 
and  believe  themselves,  the  merriest  in  the  world. 
A  man  of  rank,  who  has  spent  many  years  in  the 
Crmea,  who  employed  himself  diligently  and  usefully 
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when  tliere,  and  who  naturally  likes  a  country  where 
he  has  done  much  good,  praising  it  to  a  friend,  has 
))een  heard  to  remark,  as  the  main  objection  to  a 
residence  otherwise  delightful, — ''  Mais  on  est  oUig6 
de  smaller  coucher  tous  les  soirs,  k  sept  heures,  paicp- 
qu'en  Crim^e  on  ne  sait  pas  on  aller  passer  la  soir^/' 
This  remark,  at  Paris,  excites  no  surprise ;  every  one 
feels  there  is  no  altematiye,  some  place,  not  home,  to 
.^pend  your  evenings  in,  or  to  bed  at  seven  o'dock. 
It  ipxjiB  one  in  mind  of  the  gentleman,  who  hesitated 
about  marrying  a  lady,  whose  company  he  liked  very 
mudi,  ''  for,'*  as  he  observed,  ''  where  then  shall  I 
spend  my  evenings  ?" 

Zurich,  notwithstanding  its  five  centuries  of  literary 
illustration,  has  not  made  much  progress  in  its  judi- 
ciary administration*,  of  which,  being  purely  arbi- 
trary, it  is  not  very  easy  to  give  an  account.  The 
proceedings  are  carried  on  in  secret,  without  any 
die^  as  to  the  extent  of  punishment  inflicted,  but 
the  ccHisci^ice  of  the  judge,  or  what  is  worse  still,  a 
company  of  judges.  The  youngest  judge  inquires 
into  the  case  and  reports  on  it ;  his  decisicm,  upon 
which  the  rank  of  the  prisoner,  his  conn^sions,  and 
the  solicitations  of  his  friends,  are  not  without  their 
influence,  is  generally  adopted.    ,Corrupti(Mihere  is 

*  **  It  is  not  more  than  half  a  century,"  Mr.  cle  Bonstetten  said, 
in  his  Pemies  $ur  Divers  ObfeUy  **  since  one  of  the  most  en- 
ligjitened  -and  most  moral  men  of  Zurich  suffered  capital  punish* 
ment,  for  having,  in  a  purely  scientific  work,  made  use  of  a  chart<?r 
of  the  fifteenth  century,  copied  out  of  the  archives." 
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never  venal,  and  this  is  the  most  you  ca£i  my  ki  iiit- 
vour  of  their  achninistration  of  juBtice. 

The  tortBisB  (flogging)  was,  till  very  lately,  applied 
ad  lUitum,  to  extort  &e  confession  of  the  |^isoner, 
wMdi  was  denned  tieoessary  to  convict  him ;  bitt  4n 
consequence  of  a  late  law  passed  in  council,  a  speckd 
Older  of  the  caaxt  is  now  required  in  each  particular 
case,  prescribing  theimmberof  lashes!  Itcei^tainly 
sieeBis  very  strange  in  this  age  to  see  a  Republic,  §tet 
in  tank  in  the  Hdvetic  body,  and  deemed  the  Alh^^ 
cff  S  witxerlioid^  passing  law«  for  the  purpose  of  f^gu* 
hti^  the  Urturt  f  They  are  s^sible  of  the  abuse  il 
is  liable  to,  since  they  wish  to  linnt  the  eittent  of  it, 
yti  do  not  see  that  l^e  whote  system  is  a  gross  abuse, 
ak  absurd  as  it  is  barbarous.  During  the  French  oocu- 
ptftion  of  Switzerland,  the  administtratioii  of  justice 
^ms  subjected  to  a  cnminal  code,  from  which  the  tbT*- 
ture  was  excluded ;  but  when,  in  1802,  under  them^f- 
diation  of  Bilonaparte,  Protector  of  the  Hclvetie 
Le^ue,  the  restoration  of  tiie  Federd  gov^mfiieiM; 
took  place,  all  the  old  abuses  were  carefolly  reinstated 
along  witii  it,  the  mediator  being  well  awadre,  that 
with  &e  pakmai  government  so  constituted,  he  ^^d 
dbwha;t  ha  pleased  with  the  family.  The  adiniMs- 
tratkm  ^justice  in  France,  with  all  its  impetfections, 
is  much  superior  to  that  of  nK>&t  of  the  Swi^^  cwtons. 
In  Italy,  the  people  talk  with  admiration  of  the<?iM<idtt 
Fmncese,  as  infinitely  superior  to  their  own  ;  it  U  's3St 
comparative* 
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The  government  of  Zurich  does  not  attow  the  po- 
ptdation  of  the  canton  to  be  known,  but  it  is  supposed 
to  be  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  souls.  That  of 
the  town  itself  and  its  dependencies  is  twelve  thou- 
sand six  hundred  souls;  births  four  hundred  and 
sixty,  yearly ;  deaths*  five  hundred  and  ninety-two. 
In  the  year  1817,  the  number  of  criminal  causes  in 
the  canton  was  twenty-eight,  in  which  seventy-six 
persons  were  implicated ;  capital  punishment,  one ; 
lesser  punii^mient,  ten ;  banishment,  two ;  the  rest 
(feared.  Of  civil  suits  brought  before  the  higher  tri- 
bunal, twenty-two  have  been  settled  without  trial; 
mne  balanced  (halving  the  diflerence,  I  presume — a 
mode  of  justice,  which,  however  just  it  may  frequency 
be,  is  liable  to  abuses,  and  not  strictly  legal,)  forty- 
nine  causes  have  been  tried.  Courts  of  Justice,  as 
has  been  observed  before,  are  too  closely  connected 
with  the  government,  and  too  much  under  its  influence, 
to  be  independent ;  yet,  notwithstanding  this  defect, 
and  others  stated  before,  things  go  on  much  better 
than  could  be  supposed;  the  moral  habits  of  the 
people  correcting,  in  practice,  the  defects  of  their  po- 
litical institutions. 

Hospitatls  are  abundantly  supported  by  puHic 
cteirity,  aftd  well  adminisiered.  Anonymous  dona- 
tions of  twenty,  thirty,  and  even  fifty  louis,  are  not 
imcomiJiion.  A  benevolefnt  society,  established  in 
1799j  (a  nfost  calamitous  period,)  each  member  of 
Whieb  subscribed  four  loms,  collected  five  thousand 
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one  hundred  and  forty-six  louis  in  eight  years — ^a  «im 
equal  to  nearly  half  a  million  sterling,  if  we  merely 
compare  the  population  of  London  with  that  of  Zu- 
rich ;  but  if  we  take  into  the  account  the  respective 
wealth  of  the  two  countries,  it  becomes  still  greater. 
A  saving-bank  (that  most  unexceptionable  and  best 
of  all  benevolent  institutions)  was  established  here  as 
early  as  the  year  1805,  and  with  great  success :  but 
there  is  another  sort  of  saving*bank,  whidi  deserves 
notice.    The  difficulty  people  found  in  employing 
their  capital  induced  them  to  lend  to  small  fenners,  at 
a  low  rate  of  interest,  for  the  purpose  of  buying  land, 
the  price  of  which  was  thus  raised,  by  competition, 
much  too  high ;  the  consequence  was,  that  in  a  few 
years,  many  of  them,  unable  fo  discharge  the  yearly 
interest,  low  as  it  was,  with  which  their  property  was 
"  incumbered,  were  driven  away  by  the  mortgagee  to- 
tally ruined.    The  government  now  takes  charge  <rf 
deposits,  at  the  rate  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent  in- 
terest, placing  the  capital  on  public  account  in  the 
funds  of  foreign  countries,  yielding  a  higher  interest, 
.which  compensates  for  the  risk.     This  is  the  only  in- 
stance of  precautionary  measures  against  the  supiBr- 
abundance  of  capital  appUed  to  agriculture ;  but  it  is 
necessary  to  observe,  that  this  capital,  wholly  misap- 
plied, increased  the  price  of  land,  not  its  returns :  if, 
jinstead  of  buying,  it  had  been  laid  out  in  improving 
t^e  land,  so  hx  from  any  inconvenience  resulting  from 
it,  public  as  well  as  private  advantage  would  have 
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been  the  consequence.  The  same  mistaken  ncytion 
respecting  property  prevails  in  France:  small  proprie- 
tors, of  the  class  of  peasiants,  lay  out  any  money  they 
can  save  or  borrow,  in  buying  more  land,  instead  of 
improving  to  the  utmost  what  they  have  already. 

I  observed  in  the  asylum  for  the  blind,  which  is  as 
well  conducted  as  any  I  ever  saw,  a  mode  dT  reading 
and  writing,  which  is  worthy  of  notice.  They  use 
metal  types  provided  with  steel  points,  leaving  marks 
on  the  paper  felt  under  the  finger ;  they  proceed  thus 
about  as  fast  as  compositors  in  printing,  and  cipher 
with  great  ease  and  quickness :  modelling  clay  might 
very  well  be  substituted  for  paper. 

Three  Latin  letters  of  the  illustrious  and  unfortu- 
nate Jane  Gray,  to  the  theologian  BuUinger,  are  pre- 
served in  the  public  library  of  Zurich.  I  obtained 
a  copy  of  them,  and  they  have  been  deemed  suffi- 
ciently interesting  to  be  inserted  in  an  appendix  to 
this  volume,  together  with  one  of  John  ab  Ulmio 
to  the  same  Bullinger.  The  grammatical  errors  of 
Jane  Gray,  have  been  noticed,  in  the  copy,  with 
German  exactness,  and  render  it  more  probable  they 
were  written  by  herself.  The  plan  of  Switzerland 
in  relief,  seen  here,  is  imitated  from  the  celebrated  one 
of  General  Pfeffer,  at  Lucerne,  but  cwn  a  larger  sdJ^, 
embracing  a  greater  extent  of  country,  and  better 
executed.  It  includes  all  the  Alps,  and  all  the  lakes, 
except  those  of  Geneva  and  Neuch^teU  in  the  pro- 
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pwtldn  cf  one  thoasandth  part  of  the  real  size.    It 
ivill  be  extaided  to  all  Switzerland. 

Ocl.  S4. — Raj^erschwyl,  where  I  arrived  last  night, 
i%  a  small  town  already  described,  at  the  head  of  the 
lake  of  Zurich.  Tbe  inn  of  sudi  places  is  a  cdflfee- 
hcme  where  the  neighbouring  farmers  resort  for 
aews,  and  petchance  to  play  at  cards,  drink,  and 
smoke ;  those  we  met  with  were,  however,  very  de- 
eeiA  toie^.  The  gentlemen  with  whom  I  travelled 
being  very  generally  known,  these  people  got  up 
at  oitf  ttitrance  to  weteome  them,  in  a  civil  but  matd^ 
ttumner,  wKhout  any  apparent  feeling  of  inferiority, 
and  much  as  would  have  been  done  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  Our  landlord  happened  to  be 
Ike  brother  of  a  man  for  whom  I  had  a  letter  (J.  Jscop 
Iknsy,  stadtholder  (^  the  canton  of  the  Idnth,  dur- 
ing the  central  government.)  Mrs.  H.,  our  landlady, 
fdccasionally  oixed  in  the  conversation;  while  a 
tmxom  young  lass,  hetr  daughter,  at  work  by  her 
side,  i^ly  looked  Up  and  smiled  at  the  good  jokes 
vttefTed  in  ps^s^  of  which  I  could  oidy  judge  by  the 
(QXpressiofi  of  her  couirt^iance.  This  cc^moti  ftx)m, 
Wfy  large  and  bw,  was  neatly  wains<iotefd ;  Sie 
^If^dowis,  which  occupied  all  one  side,  i*ea*e  di- 
•l4ded  l)y  narrow  piei*  of  stone,  carved  into  carya- 
lidei^;   and  &ti  inmie^se  stove  watmed  the  ^M^le 

WfotA  Urtiach,  Wherd  We  arrived  fiiis  mofmt^ 
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eiariy,  I  waflied  to  the  new  cahal,  between  the  lAes 
of  Wallenstadt  and  of  Zurich,  with  Mr.  Escher,  a 
inery  learned  naturalist,  called  de  la  LdrM,  on  account 
of  the  great  works  of  which  he  has  the  direction  here. 
Having  already  explained  the  nature  cf  these  works, 
I  lAall  only  add,  that  the  canal  is  eighty  leet  wide 
and  ten  feet  deep ;  and  fliat  an  ^nbankment,  scfveii 
feet  high,  runs  parallel  on  each  side,  and  at  forty  feel 
distance,  in  order  to  provide  for  extraordinary  fkyodM: 
The  stream,  although  very  rapid,  is  perfectly  navi^ 
gable.  Eight  hundred  acres  of  land  have  beeA  ab- 
solutely, gained  by  the  straight  course  given  to  the 
water,  and  tw^ty  thousand  acres  of  marsh  made  pro^ 
ductive,  at  the  expense  of  sixty  thousand  poundii 
sterling.  Glaris  has  bought  the  eight  hundred  acres 
to  eni|doy  the  poor  of  the  canton,  and  established  a 
school  there  on  the  Hof wyl  plan.  I  learned  itihat  etl- 
demic  fevers,  whicsh  formerly  prevailed  here  in  sum- 
mer, have  ceased,  but  inflammation  of  the  breast  hais 
become  frequent ;  possibly,  this  may  not  be  the  csts^ 
with  succeeding  generaticms,  and  only  be  the  dfect 
of  the  diange  on  the  old  s6t  of  inhabitants.  VwAiog 
with  regret  from  Mr.  Escher,  whose  cottfeHtna&cA 
is  as  pleasing  as  it  is  instructive,  I  pursued  my  way 
along  the  canal  to  Wesen,  where  I  arrived  in  four 
hours.  No  loiiger  under  water,  as  I  had  found  it 
the  year  before,  it  was  much  improved  jja  appaM^ 
ance*.  As  a  pedestrian,  canryingllie  knaf  sack,  I  cei^ 
formed  myself  to  my  circumstances,  ^nd  took  a  Seat 
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at  a  sort  q£  table  d'Mte,  where  a  number  of  Orisoa 
farmers*  were  going  to  dine.  They  spoke  OermaQ, 
Italian,  and  a  little  French ;  most  of  them  had  tra- 
velled In  return  for  the  questions  I  addressed  to 
them,  they  asked  what  countryman  I  was ;  and  on 
learning  I  came  from  the  United  States  of  America — 
as  I  had  a  right  to  say,  and  my  papers  would  have 
confirmed — ^they  were  very  inquisitive  about  that 
country,  but  did  not  betray  ignorance.  After  a  very 
good  dinner,  which  cost  five  batz  (seven-pence  ster- 
ling,) I  set  out  again  as  I  had  come,  and  in  three 
hours  reached  Claris,  long  after  dark.  Not  a  soul 
was  in  the  streets,  and  I  did  not  understand  the  lan- 
guage ;  but,  luckily,  the  directions  I  had  received 
and  ray  own  recollections  enabled  me  to  find  the  way 
to  the  Raven,  my  former  inii,  where  I  now  am  in  very 
comfortable  quarters. 

_  I  learned  here  the  cause  of  a  very  strange  appear- 
ance, which  had  puzzled  me  a  good  deal  While 
journeying  in  the  dark,  large  masses,  of  I  knew  not 
what,  were,  every  now  and  then,  falling  down  the 
perpendicular  side  of  the  mountain  on  the  right* 
thou^  not  with  suflScient  velocity  to  be  stones  ;  be- 
sides that,  they  made  no  noise  when  they  reached 

♦  I  use  the  word  farmer  for  want  of  another,  A  Swiss  peasaQf 
k  a  small  proprietor  of  land,  which  he  farms  himself— not  a  day  la^ 
boiirer,  as  in  England.  Nor  is  the  word  peasant  contemptuous; 
mewing,  only  an  inhabitant  of  the  country  (from  pagus,  a  villagef 
and  not  a  townsman. 
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the  ground.  It  seems  they  were  dead  leaves,  col- 
lected into  large  nets,  and  then  conveyed  through 
the  "  void  immense,'*  from  the  top  of  the  mountain  to 
the  valley  of  Glaris,  to  be  used  as  winter  fodder  for 
the  cattle. 

The  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  souls  of  the  can- 
ton of  Glaris  count  four  or  five  thousand  sovereigns, 
who  meet  annualiy,  the  first  of  May,  in  a  field;  to 
make  laWs,  and  elect  the  magistrates  who  are  to  ex- 
ecute them.  This  assembly,  called  Landsgemeind, 
Ig^sts  only  one  day,  but  is  preceded  by  private  meet- 
ings, in  which  the  two  communions  do  not  mix,  as 
ihey  do  in  the  Landsgemeind.  The  Catholic  popu- 
lation, less  industrious,  is  generally  poor ;  their  num- 
bers, which  are  rather  on  the  decrease,  do  not  form 
more  than  one-eighth  of  the  whole  population,  although 
they  still  appoint  fifteen  members  of  the  executive 
coundil  out  of  sixty-three.  The  Landammann  ap- 
pointed for  three  years,  but  generally  re-elected,  opens 
the  Landsgemeind  by  a  speech  on  the  general  state 
of  affairs,  pointing  out  the  objects  which  he  thinks 
most  worthy  their  attention ;  then  inviting,  by  name, 
some  of  the  members  to  state  their  opinion.  These 
are  succeeded  by  voluntary  speakers ;  but,  although 
the  debates  which  take  place  at  the  private  meet- 
ings, previous  to  the  general  one,  and  which  are 
usually  very  violent,  supported  by  loud  oaths  and 
blows  of  the  fist  on  the  tables,  often  threaten  a  stormy 
Iiandsgemeind,  few  of  the  peasants  venture  on  pub- 
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lie  speaking,  aod,  in  general,  things  go  on  neu^ 
as  the  Landammann  directs*;  yet,  not  wilJiout  the 
exertion  of  some  skill  o£  a  particular  sort.  Undef 
^  guise  of  blunt  good-humour  and  frankness,  hei 
who  undertakes  to  guide  an  assembly  of  this  sorti 
xmist  know  how  to  flatter  rustic  prid^,  and  cajole 
the  sovereign  people  into  a  beli^  that  they  diQtate, 
while,  in  f«ct,  they  are  dictated  to ;  in  short,  he  musi 
say  and  do,  what,  but  for  a  political  purpose,  a  gentle- 
mun  would  be  thoroughly  ashamed  of.  It  happcoSf 
fKm  time  to  time,  that  motions  are  brought  forward 
unexpectedly,  and  carried  at  once,  as  no  previous 
notice  is  required,  ^*or  ched»  of  any  sort  providect 
to  prevent  hasty  decisions.  IVhen  they  are  found 
tuo  absurd,  or  quite  impossible  to  be  carried  into 
eixecution,  nothii^  is  done  of  course ;  and  the  neaH 
Landsgeiueind  repeals  the  rash  deoree.  A  law  was 
in  this  manner  passed  two  years  ago,  subjecting  ofr 
Qcm  on  forwgn  servicb  to  a  tax,  without  conBid^rtog 
they  were  out  <£  reach,  and  that  legal  notice  even 
CQUld  not  be  given  them. 

The  public  revenue  of  the  cantcm  of  Qlatis  conrarta 
mMj  in  m  ina^ne  tax  of  about  two  per  cent.,  mSA* 

*  Things  do  not  always  go  on  so  smoothly.  I  have  heaid  of  a 
Landammann,  Zwicky,  dragged  about  by  the  hair  of  his  head,  in  the 
Landsgeineind  !  The  present  chief  magistrate,  M.  Heer,  appears 
much  respected ;  yet  I  heard  a  complaint,  that  he  does  no(  g»v^ 
en  account  of  the  affairs  of  Europe.  In  the  other  catUonSi  some  of 
the  sovereigns  told  me,  they  are  up  to  it  all — while  we  are  left  in 
the  darker 


STATE  OF  fiDUCATlON.  9^ 

cimt  for  all  the  wants  of  goverom^st,  induding  tk% 
support  of  the  poor.  There  are  no  justices  of  the 
peace,  nor  inferior  courts;  all  suits  are  carried  at 
once  to  the  supreme  court  without  an  appeal.  Nothing 
can  be  simpler  than  all  these  institutions^  and  although 
liable  to  the  grossest  abuses,  yet  the  people  ^oy, 
in  &ct,  much  freedom  at  little  expense.  Formerly, 
the  o£Sce  of  Bailli  (Governor)  was  sold  to  the  highest 
bidder ;  each  of  the  four  or  five  thousand  sovereigns 
receiving  a  bribe  of  about  half-a-crown.  The  Bailli 
indemnified  liimself,  of  course^  on  the  subjects  of  the 
Eq>ublic  he  was  sent  to  govern,  and  the  administratic^ 
of  justice  in  particular  was  quite  venal*.  Dep^ideitf 
provinces  having  become  new  cantons,  and  members 
of  the  Helvetic  League,  these  abuses  are  now  at  an 
HMi ;  and  I  must  say,  that  I  have  not  met  here  witli 
uny  one  who  did  not  rejdce  at  it,  and  express  his 
marked  disapprobation  of  the  old  venal  {practices. 

Almost  all  the  inhabitants,  in  the  country  a^  weU 
as  in  town»  can  read  and  write ;  yet  letters  cannot  b# 
ei^pected  to  flourish  in  a  community  of  peasants  and 
BDMW&cturjers,  without  leisure  or  taste  for  literary  pur- 
suits*  There  wag  a  college  here  formeily:  it  was 
given  up  two  years  ago,  but  there  is  a  disposition  to 
3€i  it  up  again.  Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable 
times,  there  i$  not  any  body  in  prison  for  debt,  and 
but  few  for  any  thing  else. 

I!ravided  with  a  guide,  I  set  out  at  day-break,  the 

♦  Chap,  xxxvi.  Vol.  IL 
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28th  of  October,  to  explore  the  valley  of  Glaris. 
Twelve  miles  above  the  capital,  it  divides  into  two 
branches,  and  the  cluster  of  mountains  between  is 
adorned  with  the  ruins  of  castles.  The  prospect  this 
spot  presents  is  altogether  magnificent ;  the  valley  to 
the  right  is  the  most  considerable,  and  perhaps  tbe 
most  worth  seeing  ;  but  wishing  to  follow  the  track  of 
Suwarrow*  in  his  celebrated  retreat,  I  went  up  to  the 
left,  along  the  banks  of  the  Semft,  a  furious  torrent 
at  times,  though  now  gliding  unperceived  amcaig  heaps 
of  rocks,  no  rain  falling  at  this  season  in  the  moun- 
tains, but  only  snow ;  steep  pastures  rose  on  either 
side  towards  the  mountains.  Ilie  Russians  and  the 
French  went  up  this  narrow  valley,  the  former  re- 
treating along  the  left  side  of  the  torrent,  and  the 
latter  pursuing  along  the  right ;  each  manoeuvring  to 
get  first  to  advantageous  positions,  crossing  at  fords 
to  and  fro,  and  sometimes  coming  to  close  encounters 
with  various  success ;  for  the  Russians,  although  in 
flight,  carried  twelve  himdred  prisoners  along  with 
them.  At  every  village,  every  house,  and  bam,  all 
the  hidden  stores,  the  cattle,  the  poultry,  every  thing 
that  could  be  eat,  burnt,  or  carried  away,  disappeat^ 
before  the  devouring  multitude,  a  prey  to  hunger, 
cold,  and  want  of  all  kinds :  dunghills  were  searched 
for  food.  The  woods  on  both  sides,  but  mostly  on 
the  left,  were  fidl  of  wounded  and  starving  men,  who 
had  lain  down  to  die,  unable  to  go  fetrther,  andv^ose 

*  Chap,  xxxix.  Vol.  11. 


.■r'BtaN0&  wem  difs^ei^  afterwards.  At  fhe  viUa^ 
g((M»,iMlm<s  t}^  ^ymm»  belted  awbUe»  the- pur' 
,$((9t Jp^uig  py^r,  and.ii*Qre^FP;J:«st«cl,JW!;ewifle»,j|fiflr 
.«p^«c9ii(^  walk  pf.cftve  lM)«?8,,we  pppfeeiiio  s^jm»» 
iwho,>iii  hopes  ,pf  .prppifi^pj  ,Uie  Ru8|^^j|»^d.js;(^* 
.4Wllted .tbejgJit. Jx)i*le,  $)f  wii^. in.^e  yo&s^toi^sxwsit' 
gfm  ^d  JRifWSe  (:;«i|8tg«Mn0.  :^p..fpc^  JflM^JIfir 
^n»u»0d,,pf,  transaK^iPS*  ^^.^DaeK*  Irr-Tfee  JFn«liW|g 
J!!W«i^vi«KWere,cpy^ed;iWitl^ji^e  Iftt^jls  P(ill^.;lfaai» 
fro^i.tbfi  gipwtaii^  afld.t)ie,b%ira(QRy,pt^.fleFT(Wl 
w/^  hf^af d  pn .  aJl  s^es.  ^flvei^  in^gk  Jtad  it^^ssjg 
^igbijJb^n,:!^  tj^e  jasodn^JRg  cx^wuia.  (^^oM^et^JH^ 
.MRj|imdst,%  T^ppdy  steq?,^[^T?g^,^^,b^b^jjifejp 
.f^  yiafi  ,li^  unqopHpied.  S^  ^veijsedjpj^vjHgl 
jpilriigjIjiRg  .i^unle^s,  where,  but  a,.,f?w  yeft|r^;M<Sf§» 
gj9t  ai/iQpr,x)r,  jYi^dpw.,was  ,left,y5»t  ^  jggqe,  ^.  fyt- 
g^^^pl^y,^tt^  ipd  of  fx»v5pe;^t,a.aw,pr,aj|i5^ 
§iijS*rilPF»,^e  day^^r  .hjs  aijpyfti  at  Ej;^,  ^(ft  i^ 
rfi/jfDus,  ^igbt  r^er,,{i|^§\ie4Ms  ^ute^^fj^,  pa^siog  t^ 
jjib^.ip^  ,pft9jiiijayis  b^een  .  this  valley  and  ^ 
^ri^qRP,;,-?^5;.^e  Cpif  de  Sefgn^^  re^flhed  Cpire,  on  <he 
Jg^e,^yi  a,  fpyped  march  of  teiji  leagues,  iu, which  he 
Jpst  papst  pf  his  r^maimjag  horses  ^  niany  m^. 

.pwe,dir§fi^,w4,?^Tt«,tli^)fhe,gel^4eS^tos^^^^ 
il^  ji^e]^  i^,  ej^s^r  c^jjafifiess,  and  only,  j^wp  thc^}|8^ 
^^c^ftElm.  .  T^spa^a8?,qf  M^rtiRgl^U^^- 
.iW^^abfi^.fey'.*  sipau*w;rp^,atthe,.vefy.i^.,Jlio 
>;E«WW4;fFalL.1«ith.  a  m^iK«^  .tlM5^b,it  v^m^ 
VoTl.  «B 
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a  year,  in  the  months  of  September  and  of  March,  in 
the  morning  ctf  three  sucoessire  days,  the  sim  is  se^i 
through  this  hde ;  and  for  a  fortnight  before  the  23d 
^€3i  Deoelmber,  as  well  as  a  fortnight  after.  It  disap- 
pears altc^ether.  Through  this  opening,  a  foody  of 
F^nch  passed  a  few  days  after  Suwarrow's  retreat : 
akhough  to  appearance  you  might  stop  it  up  with 
your  finger ;  a  telescope,  however,  shews  it  to  be 
sufficiently  large.  Having  no  desire  to  follow  Suwar- 
row  farther,  I  returned  to  Glaris  the  same  night.  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  seeing,  by  the  light  of  (ky, 
those  masses  of  dead  leaves,  already  described  as 
thrown  down  the  perpetidiculax  sides  of  mountains ; 
but  with  the  obscurity,  they  had  lost  much  of  their 
/inoportance. .  Timber  and  fire-wood  are  also  om- 
veyed  expeditiously  down  inclined  planes,  and  ^ide 
with  prodigious  rapidity  and  loud  iidse  into  the  bed 
of  the  Sernft,  which  carries  them  pell-mell  to  Glaris, 
where  the  different  proprietors  find  out  their  own  by 
their  respective  marks.  Some  men  were  employed 
in  pushing  out  into  the  stream,  by  means  of  long 
poles/ the  pieces  of  wood  arrested  by  eddies  along 
the  shore.  My  guide's  name,  Tschudi,  is  liistorical ; 
few  older  in  Europe,  for  that  family  gave  magistrates 
and  warriors  to  the  Republic  during  nine  hundred 
jrears,  and  to  it  we  are  indebted  for  the  oldest  and 
most  faithfiil  of  Helvetic  historians.  As  to  my 
ITscfaudi,  he  was  simply  a  soldier,  who  had  made  I  do 
not  know  how  many  campaigns  under  Bucmiqparte, 
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even  the  memoraUe  one  to  Moscow,  and  bore  on  his 
breast  the  scars  of  three  pike-wounds.  A  military 
life  seemed  to  have  left  this  good  young  man  a  fund 
of  simplicity,  of  candour,  and  of  mcnral  principles,  so 
pleasing,  that,  instead  of  changing  from  place  to  place, 
I  kept  him  afterwards  as  far  as  Berne.  He  pointed 
out  to  me,  with  some  regr^,  several  new  houses  in 
his  valley,  built  by  young  men  who  lately  returned 
ftom  their  commercial  caoqpaigns  with  money,  mstead 
of  wounds:  yet  he  had  married  in  his  native  place, 
hoped  to  make  his  litde  fortame  in  the  profession  of 
guide,  and  was  happy,  llie  village  of  Elm  alone  has 
fifiy  young  men  in  foreign  service.  Out  of  twd)Ve 
hundred  inhabitants,  between  forty  and  fifty  w^re 
assisted  by  the  Burgherspond  this  year,  nearly  douUe 
that  nnmber  during  the  last  calamitous  year.  There 
are  very  few  illegitimate  births.  Crimes  are  un- 
common; about  one  capital  condemnation  occurs  in 
six  years ;  and  not  one  individual  is  in  prison  at  this 
moment  in  the  canton. 

This  part  of  Switzerland  was  the  theatre  of  a  san- 
guinary war  in  1799;  from  the  top  of  the  Righi,  I 
gave  an  account  of  the  battle  of  the  Mouottathal,  be- 
tween Suwarrow  and  Massena:  the  historical  part  of 
this  work  will  fiiriiish  other  details  respecting  the 
Russian  campaign,  but  I  shall  now  briefly  recapitulate 
the  whole;  a  good  map*  is  necessary  to  follow  nie. 

*  I  recommend  the  excellent  Carte  routine  de  la  Suisse  of  Keller, 
publMled  by  Foesli  and  Co.  of  Zurich,  in  1813. 

2B2 
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In  May,  1799,  Korsakow  bccapied  Zuridi  and  Ae 
whole  right  bank  of  the  lake;  his  line  extended  to 
the  lake  of  Wallenstadt  on  one  side,  and  to  Baden 
on  the  odier,  a  distance  of  about  fifty  miles.  On  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  lake  Massena  was  encainped, 
along  a  range  of  hiDs  (the  Albis),  observing  his  mo- 
tions.  Suwarrow,  at  the  head  of  another  Russiaai 
army^  in  Italy,  was  to  pass  the  Alps  at  the  St.  Qo&ard 
ihe  2^  of  September,  and,  coming  in  the  rear  of 
Massena,  place  him  between  the  two  armies ;  but 
Massena,  apprized  of  the  plan,  suddenly  crossing  the 
Liibmat,  surprised  and  defeated  Korsakow  before 
SSmvch ;  while  a  body  of  Austrians,  acting  with  the 
Russian  iarmy,  and  occupying  the  extremity  of  their 
litaie  at  Werin,  on  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt,  beii^  at- 
tacked the  same  day,  and  losing  at  the  onset  ^e  ver^ 
able  officer  who  coniothanded  them,  (Oei^ral  Hotze,  a 
Swiss,)  was  obliged  to  fadl  back  with  the  rest.  Glaris 
was  still  occupied  by  another  corps  of  Austrians,  but 
the  French  general,  Molitor,  succeeded  in  driving  them 
away,  after  several  sharp  engagetoents,  on  the^Tth, 
28th,  and  29th  of  September,  and  they  retreated  by 
the  Semftthal.  Amidst  the  vicissitudes  of  these 
three  days,  this  general,  pursued  almost  alone  by 
some  Austrian  dragoons,  and  nearly  dVertaken,  per- 
ceiving, under  a  shed  by  the  lime-kfln  at  the  foot  of 
the  Klo^thal,  some  empty  lime  casks,  leaped  from  off 
his  horse  into  one  of  them,  and  squatted  down  at  the 
bottom:  the  pursuing  dragoons  rushed  by  a  moment 
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after,  and  in  a  few  minutes  nu;hed  back  again,  but 
this  time  pursued  by  a  French  squadron.  The  gene- 
ral, hearing  the  voice  of  his  own  people,  lifted  up  his 
powdered  head  (white  with  lime)»  and  shouted  Y ictQry  1 
Suwarrow,  in  the  mean  time,  had  forced  the  passage 
of  the  St  Gothard,  the  24th  of  September,  with  an 
amiy  of  twenty-five  thousand  men,  of  which  five  thou^ 
sand  were  cavalry,  the  Frendi  who  defended  it  retirix^ 
to  the  Surenne  Alps.  Coming  down  the  valley  of  the 
Reuss,  he  arrived  ajt  Altorf  the  26th ;  when,  finding  the 
banks  of  the  lake  of  the  Waldstetten  impracticable^ 
he  determined  to  cross  over  the  chain  of  mountains 
which  divides  the  valley  where  he  then  was  from  that 
of  the  Mouotta  opening  on  Schwytz ;  he  efifected  this 
passage,  the  27th  and  28th,  by  the  valley  of  Sdiechen- 
thai,  whidi  begins  near  Altorf,  and  where  Biirgleiu 
the  native  village  of  William  Tell,  is  situated ;  thence 
over  the  Kientzigcoulm,  and  down  the  Kientzigthal,  to 
the  valley  of  the  Mouotta  (Mouottathal.)  At  the  issue 
of  this  valley,  and  in  sight  of  Schwytz,  his  advance 
guard  met  General  Lecourbe,  just  arrived  from  Altorf, 
by  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt.  The  divisions  of  Soult 
and  Mortier  from  Zurich  appearing  next,  with  Mas* 
sena  at  their  head,  a  desperate  battle  ensued,  which 
lasted  all  the  29th.  Suwarrow  was  very  near  forcing 
his  way  through ;  but,  ultimatdy  repulsed,  he  formed 
the  resolution  of  trying  another  passage  to  Zurich,  by 
Olaris,  the  valley  of  Linth,  Raj^rsdiwyl,  and  the 
right  side  of  the  lake,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  rally 
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the  anny  of  Korsakow,  whose  defeat  he  first  learned 
at  Altorf.  The  dOth  of  September  he  ascended  the 
Mouottathal,  while  his  rear  contmued  fighting,  passed 
Mont  Pragels  and  descended  to  Glaris  by  the  Kloen- 
thai,  harassed  all  the  way  by  the  French,  who  not  only 
flowed  but  outflanked  him  on  several  points.  Moli- 
tor,  while  pursuing  the  Austrians  in  the  Semfttfaal, 
learnt  that  Suwarrow  was  approaching,  and  retraced 
his  steps  so  quickly  as  to  be  in  time  to  occupy  the 
outlet  of  the  valley  of  Glaris  on  the  ancient  fidd  of 
battle  of  Noefel ;  thus  intercepting  the  way  to  Zurich, 
as  Mass^m  had  done  at  the  outlet  of  the  Mouottathal. 
Suwarrow,  thus  finding  his  plans  anticipated  every 
where,  and  fearing  to  be  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by 
the  whole  forces  of  Massena,  determined  on  retreatii^ 
by  the  route  I  have  just  explored  of  the  Semfhhal ; 
and  arrived  at  Coire  in  the  Orisons  the  4th  of  Octob^, 
with  the  loss  of.  one-fourth  of  his  numbers,  afker  a 
march  of  eleven  days,  the  most  difficult  that  ever  was 
performed  by  an  army,  without  any  regular  supply  of 
provisions,  and  almost  incessantly  engaged. 

The  French,  in  possession  of  a  country  called  neu- 
tral, and  even  allied,  made  use  of  the  inhabitants,  as 
beasts  of  burthen,  to  transport  the  baggage  of  the 
army  over  the  Alps.  Early  in  the  ensuing  spring,  long 
lines  of  men,  women,  and  children,  were  seen  ascend- 
ing the  precipices  heavily  laden,  and  often  stimulated 
by  threats  and  blows ;  all  left  the  country  who  could ; 
some  were  starved  to  death  in  the  mountains,  wheie 
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they  had  hid  themselves;  niany  more  forfeited  thdr 
lives  in  unfortunate  attempts  to  be  revenged  on  their 
oppressors. 

ScHWYTZ,  October  29. 

Having  a  long  day's  journey  before  us,  I  set  out 
fr<xa  Glaris  this  morning  by  star-light,  with  my  guide, 
along  the  murmuring  brook  (the  Klooi,)  so  furious 
when  we  saw  it  last  year  in  the  summer  season,  but 
now  ahnost  dry.  As  the  coohiess  of  the  air  enabled 
us  to  walk  fast,  we  reached,  in  one  hour  andahalf,  as 
the  sun  was  rising,  the  level  nook,  with  its  lake,  which 
we  had  visited  leist  year ;  then  pursued  our  way  along 
the  lake  to  a  cluster  of  a  few  chdlets,  not  yet  aban* 
doned  for  the  winter,  although  the  sun  had  already 
ceased  to  visit  them,  and  was  not  to  appear  again  till 
the  beginning  of  March.  Every  blade  of  grass,  every 
twig  or  stone,  was  covered  with  the  most  beautiful 
shoots  of  hoar  frost,  of  the  purest  white,  standing  up 
in  high  feathery  tufts,  half  an  inch  long;  every  morn- 
ing and  evening  dew  adding  to  this  singular  sort  dT 
vegetation,  until  the  first  fall  of  snow  covers  the  whole. 
Happily  for  us  it  was  not  come  yet,  and  we  walked 
diong  a  neat  dry  path,  in  the  finest  weather  imagin* 
able,  and  the  air  so  mild  as  to  make  it  convenient  for 
me  to  have  my  coat  off.  At  the  highest  ch&let,  an  old 
shepherd,  with  a  long  beard  as  white  as  the  hoar  frost 
of  his  pastures,  stood  at  the  door;  he  brought  us  a 
bowl-fuU  of  milk,  and  a  piece  of  brown  bread,  on 
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whtdi  yi^  Aside  an  excellenf  meal;  ImVing  ai^G9d.fi»r 
bfd^}^,  (^  fiOher  geAtieii  whiskey,  to  mix  with  it,  he 
told  us  he  never  tasted  strong  liquors  of  any  sort!  We 
asked  his  age — eighty !— I  understood  he  asked  my 
guide  his  name,  and  the  latter  having  pronounced  it 
^in  answer,  the  old  shepherd,  at  the  name  of  Tschudi, 
took  off  his  cap  !-«-some  questions  about  myself  I  pre^ 
sume  followed,  as  I  inferred  from  the  two  words,  al- 
most English,  which  caught  my  ear  in  the  answer 
Outer  mann*,  and  the  benignant  glance  of  the  old 
inan.  From  his  diMet  he  had  seen  the  armies  of  the 
belligerent  powers  of  Europe,  pursuing  and  pursued, 
traverse  his  peaceful  pastures,  and  mix  in  deadly  en- 
.  counters,  leaving  him  their  heapa  of  slain  to  bury^ 
while  they  carried  away  his  cattle;  twenty-five  milch 
tows,  the  pride  of  the  mountain,  which  he  had  endea^ 
"voured  to  secrete  in  its  most  hidden  recesses^  had  all 
b<^n  di8fcx)vered,  CMie  after  another,  and  all  taken  from 
bim:  iti  the  course  of  the  following  nineteen  years,  he 
had  got  together  again  a  herd  of  sixteen  cows,  aqd 
bow  long  they  would  be  left  him  he  could  not  say. 
When  we  assured  him  the  like  would  not  happ^i 
again,  he  ^ook  his  head,  and  looked  incredulous: 
Russians,  Austrians,  French,  he  said,  are  just  as  bsd 
one  as  the  other,  and  the  Swiss,  he  added>  not  mudi 
better.    I  desired  Tschudi  to  iiiquire  if  the  Americaps 

*  I  bad  gained  some  credit  with  my  guide  by  telling  hini  the 
long  story  of  his  ancestors,  of  which  he  had  before  biit  ak  itfap^- 
^t  klea* 


head  ever  donelm  any  injury :  he  wfleeted  a  mommit^ 
ai^  tlian  said;  No,  he  believed*  net;  he  had  scrMT 
braird  of  them !  Ih&xtmng  him  that  I  was  one  of  tfiia 
people,  who  had  never  dcme  him  hasm,  we  took  leave 
and  purstied  oitr  way. 

Higher  up  in  the  mountain^  we  came  to  a  aheteered 
nook  of  the  most  lively  greien»  endosed  by  a  helL  of 
large  trees,  and  the  dark  wsirm  tinge  of  their  leafless, 
yet  thick  and  bushy,  spray,  contrasted  with  the  uniT»- 
sal  hoar-frost  d£  the  region  we  had  juSt  traversed. 
TMfSr  was  owing  to  a  south  opemng  between  the  moun^ 
tmUs,  admitting  the  sun  into  this  &vouredspoC;sereiw^ 
ed  from  the  north,  it  enjoyed  quite,  another  climate. 
StiBi  higher,  McHSi  Pragel  rose  in  all  its  pride>  cSraggy, 
baare,  and  grey ;  it  took  us  four  hours  more  to  readi 
the  siHnmit,  deseited  by  all  tiving  creatures,  except 
the  birds  cMT  prty  now  hovering  over  its  precipices^ 
whfle  their  keen  glance  explored  evi^  secret  reoesa, 
then  gliding  obliquely  down,  oh  motionless  wings,  yet 
swift  as  thought,  in  pursuit  of  some  imperceptible  thing. 
The  okl  idiepherd  and  his  cows  were  the  only  breathing 
ereatures  we  could  descry,  or  rather  guess  at,  by  tfie 
smoke  slowly  ascending  from  the  chalet's  roof.  We 
had  here  a  splendid  view  over  the  Qlacier  of  the 
Okmish,  although  still  much  higher  than  oursdlves, 
and  ibouki  distincdy  see  the  snow  driven  about  in  whirl- 
wiiKis  against  the  dark  blue  sky ;  perpetual  gales  blow- 
ing on  these  elevated  regiotis.  We  soon  came  to  the 
opposite  slope  of  Mont  Pmgel,  towards  the  valley  ef 
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the  Mouctta,  smd  deeceoded  by  a  wimfing  path,  very 
8te^,  aiid  over  slippery  steps,  coarsely  cut  into  the. 
rock  for  the  canvenience  of  loaded  horses  and  nni]ea» 
which  contriTe  to  go  down  here  with  a  load  of  two 
hundred  weight  on  their  backs ;  their  hind  feet  often 
above  the  level  of  their  ears,  and  assisted  in  the  worst 
plaoesby  the  driver  holding  them  back  by  the  tail.  In 
our  way  down,  we  several  times  crossed  the  Mouotta, 
now  very  low.  Stupendous  rocks  on  our  right,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Miessem,  lifted  up  their  vertical  strata,  £m- 
dfuliy  shaped  into  towers,  ruined  walls^  and  bsdtle- 
ments ;  they  are  of  schistus,  and  full  of  curious  remains 
of  fish  and  plants.  Under  the  shelter  of  these  rocks, 
ext^isive  pastures,  swelling  into  gaitle  knolls  and 
sloping  to  the  sun,  appeared  as  green  as  in  the  spring. 
Innumerable  cows  shook  their  musical  beUs ;  neatly 
globular,  thin,  and  light,  they  were  of  different  sizes, 
frook  one  foot  to  two  inches  of  diameter,-and  ftmned  in 
right  harmonic  prq)ortion  to  produce  the  concord  of 
sounds.  The  shepherds  likewise  made  echo  ring  with 
the  wild  notes  of  the  ranz-des-Doches ;  but  hanng 
stopped  to  listen  to  two  of  them,  perched  on  a  point  of 
rock,  they  suddenly  ceased.  ^'  Qo  on!"  my  guide 
called  to  them.  ''  How  muck  wiUyou  gitc  ?''  Shocked 
by  tins  mercenary  answer  we  left  them  in  contempt. 
After  resting  an  hour,  and  eating  something,  at  the 
village  of  Mouotta,  at  the  foot  of  Mont  Pragel,  precisely 
in  front  of  the  narrow  opening  through  which  Suwanow 
came  from  Altorf,  we  punwied  our  journey.  .  The  val- 
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ley  is  irregular,  cuMvatedwhoBwklest,  often  wild  aod 
woody,  particidaily  the  iatter  part.  The  night  had 
overtaken  us  when  we  came  to  the  qpot  where  the 
Frendi  and  Russians  met,  and  fought  so  obsdnatdy, 
the  28th,  29th,  and  30th  of  September,  1799,  particu- 
larly at  the  last  bridge  over  the  Mouotta.  TlieTalley 
is  so  narrow  just  there,  so  overgrown  with  pii^s,  and  it 
had  become  so  dark,  that  we  had  to  grope  about  to  find 
the  bridge.  While  crossing  it,  I  could  not  hdp  con- 
trasting in  idea  the  profound  silence,  the  peace,  and 
security  we  enjoyed,  with  the  tumult  of  the  battle,  the 
frantic  cries^  the  incessant  firing,  the  clashing  of  amis, 
the  carnage,  the  floating  bodies,  and  the  riv^of  Mood. 
I  could  have  fimcied  spectres  gliding  in  the  dark  amoqg 
the  trees  of  the  pine  forest.  We  readied  Schwytz  two 
hours  after  sun-set ;  the  journey  having  taken  thirteen 
hours,  with  but  one  hour  of  rest. 

The  inn  of  the  Stag,  at  Schwytz,  is  kept  by  his  Ex- 
cellency Landamman  Headinger,  chief  magistrate  of 
the  canton ;  and  his  son,  a  young  man  of  very  good 
maimers,  did  me  the  honour  of  waiting  at  supper.  My 
landlord,  at  Glaris,  was  a  counsellor  of  state,  and  a 
judge  of  the  only  court  in  the  canton.  This  is  a  step 
farther  than  the  United  States,  where,  thirty  years  ago, 
I  have  had  sometimes  gwerals,  and  often  colonels  and 
majors,  to  pull  off  my  boots  (though  this  is  now  not 
so  common),  but  never  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court, 
nor  a  governor  of  state. 

The  people  of  this  canton  suffered  imm^isely  in  the 
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;  w  MMJtitiide  of  diildmn^  b«^of  their  pareots, 
mre  abeltered  by  strangers,  and  &mine  would  have 
destfojoed  tko  remains  of  the  population,  if  timely  aa- 
aitrtttH»  had  not.  been  giyen  ftom  abroad.  Time  and 
patient  industry  have  effikced  all  traces  of  calamities 
seemingly  so  reoent»  and  Scbwytz  appears  at  present 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  of  the  Swiss  Cantons. 
The  spaciouB  valley  where  the  capital  (a  village)  is 
Biliiated,  appears  very  fertile ;  its  smiling  landscape  is 
set  off  by  the  contrast  of  a  stupendous,  rampart  of 
mcHintains,  whidi  screen  it  on  all  sides  but  the  south- 
west, although  not  too  dosely. 

OetobjerSO. — ^Early  this  morning,  we  climbed  the 
grassy  side&  of  the  My  then;  a  mountain  behind 
Sebwytz,  covered  with  numerous  di&lets,  and  so 
named  6om  the  shape  of  two  prodigious  rocks  stand- 
ing side  by  side  on  its  summit,  each  a  mountain  oi  it- 
self, being  one  thousand  four  hupdred  feet  high.  We 
readbed  the  base  of  these  rocks  in  about  two  hours, 
and  had  then  a  very  extensive  view  of  the  Righi,  where 
we  slept,  or  rather  passed  a  tempestuous  night,  last 
year.  I  could  see  the  house,  but  the  cross  had  been 
destroyed  by  lightning  a  few  months  before ;  the  Ross- 
berg,  and  its  barren  tract  of  ruins  over  Goklau,  termi- 
nated Ihe  perspective  towards  the  right ;  and  the  en- 
trance of  the  Moiiotta,  through  which  we  came  yester- 
day, was  seen  on  the  c^poeite  side.  All  the  surround- 
ing mountains  appeared  like  so  many  islands,  on 
an  oeean  cf  cfense  vapours,  vecy  low,  perfectly  level. 
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nhd  $o  fixed,  that  the  suu  oould  not  raise  them  fsGOi 
the  earth.  On  the  northern  side  of  the  Mythen^  ^9» 
descended  into  the  pastoral  valley  of  £inaie4^ 
ADd  reached  the  abbey  in  three  hours.  A  hei^i'f 
cell,  in  the  ninth  century,  became  afterwards  the^fiiuflh 
dationof  this  once  powerful  monastery;  iits  mooim 
fertilized  and  peopled  a  desert,  by  the  protection  tb^ 
alone  could  afford  in  a  barbarous  age.  DmpojLM 
arose  in  after-times  between  their  sb^erds  tml 
those  of  Schwyte,  reispecting  the  respective  liaeatft 
of  their  pastures ;  they  diasted  two  centuries^  and-  a 
hal^  and  were  the  remote  cause  of  the  ind^poa.* 
dence^  of  Switzerland,  and  the  nuiitaiy  .^iyi'ii 
acquired.  The  shepherds  became  the  jmstsm/nf 
these  monki^  sovereigns,  ^md  lords  ^thdb  sufagefetflb; 
till  the  Revolution  of  1798  overset  the/powfer  of  the 
iepublicans  theonselves.  The  peic^e  of  £tns^edehi» 
now  their  equals/ aire  mcor{)ofated  in  tiie  Canton  of 
Sdiwytz,  asid  possibly  :>  without  perceivitig  the  dtfr 
feroiioe.  The  first  ^pearance  of  die  dbbdy  stoudc 
me  as  like  the  church  of  St.  Jean  LakaEan  al;  Rome^ 
but  mc^e  magnificent.  Hie^inside  is  all  ov^:  partjF^ 
ct^red  marble,  gilding  and  painting,  and  status 
wiA  fluttering  draperies,  by  Toricelii :  huge  marble 
angels  and  basso-rdievos ;  a  indltitode  of  windows 
make  the  whole  as  light  as  possible;  in  short,  itas 
quite  Italian.  The  ^semincirci:^  avmue  of  St.  Bater 
Mems  also  to  have  been  imitated  hensi  but  instead 

♦  Chap,  vii.  Vol.  ii.    ' 
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of  the  oolommde,  it  is  here  a  shabby  portico  of  rustic 
work.  The  Madonna  of  Einsiedeln,  an  object  of 
reverence  for  centuries,  had  been  sent  to  Paris  by  the 
tevolutionary  invaders  in  1798.  A  mirade  brought 
it  back  again  into  its  old  diapel,  standing  in  the 
middle  of  the  magnificent  churdi ;  and  her  monks, 
who  had  fled  into  Swabia,  have  returned,  fcnrty^four 
in  number,  and  all  looking  very  young,  &t,  &ir,  and 
merry,  Hieir  cloister  occupies  four  large  intMoal 
courts.  A  bell  di  considerable  size,  unhung  by  thb 
Frmdi,  had  &)len  from  the  top  of  the  steeple  to  the 
paven^nt  without  breaking ;  and,  as  it  could  not  be 
ourried  away  whole,  they  left  it  th^e.  It  has  of  late 
been  Iniiig  up  again,  seemingly  not  the  worse  for  the 
aoeid^it ;  this  is  deemed  another  miracle,  and  not  the 
least  of  the  two.  Many  peasants,  men  and  women, 
lay  prostrate  on  the  pavement  round  the  little  cbapd, 
with  their  arms  extended  and  motionless.  Yet  the 
dergy  of  other  parts  of  the  canton,  from  a  sort  of  jeo- 
lousy,  rather  discourage  the  pilgrimage  to  Einsied^, 
pretending  to  que^on  the  id^mtity  of  the  Madonm* 
and  the  vocatdon  of  the  rosy  set  of  monks  latdy 
returned  there:  they  have  also  found  out  that  gurb 
meet  their  lovers  in  the  woods,  on  their  way  to  vijtit 
the  Madonna,  which  is  hence  losing  ground  in  pul^ 
estimation. 

At  the  inawhtre  I  betodc  mysdUEto  recruit  a  littte» 
i^r  the  fatigue  of  this  k)ng  walk,  observiiig  in  tbe 
larder  a  chicken  ready  fcx  the  spit,  I  desired  to  have 
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it  roasted  immediatdy.  The  landlord  stared,  and,  at 
last,  said  it  was  maigrc  (Friday.)  "  What,  then,  fiWr, 
can  you  give  us  far  dsnatwr  ?" — "  S«r,  toe  haxit  hart  fome 
excellent  frogs,  as  white  as  any  chicken,  you  mil  not  know 
the  difference !  soup  maigre,  and  a  dish  of  gudgeons, 
which  are  excellent,  fried"  This  was  our  &re  at 
EStnsiedeln. 

<  It  is  remarkable  enough  that  Zwingle,  curate  of 
this  very  place  before  the  ReformaticHi,  preached 
here,  in  1517,  against  the  abuses  and  corruption  of 
tl^  church,  and  against  monastic  vows,  with  such 
eflfect,  tiKit  the  monks  threw  off  the  hood  and  deserted 
the  ccmyent  for  a  while!  His  doctrines  were  approved 
of  by  the  abbot  himself,  and  by  the  celebrated  Car- 
dinal Bishop  of  Sion;  yet  when  Zwin^e  was  fouiid 
wounded  on  the  field  of  battle  of  Capel,  in  1531, 
they  were  soldiers  of  the  valley  of  Einsiedlen  who 
killed  him*. 

Afb&t  our  dhur  maigre,  we  traced  our  steps,  with 
renbvated  strength,  for  Schwytz,  and  arrived  in  fii^e 
hours.  Two  Jesuits  are  there  on  a  special  mission, 
preaching  four  times  a  day  to  crowded  meetings; 
they  feel  their  way,  probably,  for  the  admission  of 
the  order  at  Fribourg,  but  it  is  supposed  they  will 
jK>t  succeed.  The  burghers  have  here  their  corporate 
fimds  for  the  relief  of  the  needy,  as  every  where  in 
Switzerland,  but  no  poor  tax;  any  further  reUef  is 
left  to  private  charity.    A  man  who  had  killed  his 

*  Cbap.  xx¥iii«  V^l.  II. 
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wife  was  executed  here  last  week;  but  tliere  is  not  aa 
individual  ia  gaol  at  pr^ent  in  the  whole  cantcm^. 

I  iiatended  goi^g  from  Brunnen  to  Altorf  by  the 
lake,  but  the  fog  d^^ribed  yesterday  still  preyail- 
iqg,  would  have  prevented  my  seeing  ai^y  thipg 
along  its  banks;  we  only  crossed  over,  .then^e^, 
from  Brunnen  to  the  Canton  of  Unterwalden,  and 
landed  at  Buodis ;  whence  we  procei^ded  to  Stantz, 
along  a  neat  gravel  path,  over  meadows  of  4b? 
Uvdiest  green,  which  are  pastured  in  spring  axi^ 
Autumn,  aod  mowed  besides  twice  in  ^utniDueF. 
Although  raised  but  .a  few  feet  aboYe  the  laike, 
tiie  fo^  scaroely  reached  so  high;  and  we  (y>utd 
SK^  numerous  herds  of  fine,  cattle  gtaz^ng,  noble 
Jtmes  soatt^^  about,  ^.nd  many  neat  wooden  hqu^s, 
^ppd.reiitly  new.  A  drcumferenee  cUM^impm^ 
ctains  bounded  on  alliSides  this  sanctuary  «of  Swiss 
liberty,  the  Waldstettin,  yet  leaving  betweien  tiii9I0  a 
loonsidecable  extent  of  level  country,  which  s^^peared 
ri^ry  rfertiie;  towards  the  left,  we  had  the  chain  of 

*  While  at  Zurich,  I  happened  to  see  under  a  sort  of  open  shed 
by  the  side  of  a  house,  some  strange  wooden  figures,  in  the  act  of 
hanging,  decapit^tingf^flogginguone  another ;  and.iniquidDg  uf.niy 

j^ude  about  the  meaning  of  these  things,  1  :mA  tpld^bi^-fWa^.Afe 
house  of  the  .executioner,  and ,  the  figures  models  of  the  most  ap- 
proved mode  of  operating.    Capital  punishment  is  now  inflicted  by 

'  42utdng  off  ^le  head,  which  is  done  in  thiB  ttuuiDQr  :^di6'<iE|iI)^HtiAb 
Ml  ail  arm-ch^ir,  made  fast  to^th^^groundy  ^ndrhe  ji)Mf9^)4p^ 
bound  in  the  chair ;  a  cap  is  placed  on  his  head,  with  a  hole  atjop, 
by  which  an  assistant  takes  hold  of  his  hair,  while'the'^KeciitioilM', 
placed  behind,  strikes  Mlhd'  hMi  wi(i}r Abroad  sword. 
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gtaieieTS^  which  sepvate  Uj^terwald^n  ir<pw  Uri;  ii^ 
front.  Mount  Pilatus,  an  insulated  pyramid,  six  thou^ 
sand  feet  abote  the  lake ;  oa  the  other  side  of  which, 
9Qd  b^iosd  us,  rose  our  old  friend,  the  Righi.  ThQ 
womi^i  we  met  were  very  neatly  dressed  in  th^ 
fiishioA  of  the  country ;  short  ample  petticoat  ci  dark 
bfown,  red  sash,  blue  stockings,  seen  as  high  as  the 
knee,  large  fiat  hat,  without  a  crown,  tied  under  th^ 
ebin.  C^e  of  them,  at  the  door  of  her  house,  sent^ 
w  we  went  by»  her  son,  a  boy  six  or  seven  years 
old^  to  wdeome  the  straxiger.  The  boy  came,  with 
his  cap  off,  and  shook  hands  with  me.  I  was  going 
to  give  him  money,  but  the  guide  prevented  me, 
and  said,  these  people  saw  so  few  strangers^  thait 
tbQ  ci^tom  of  greeting  thus  those  who  traversed  the 
country  was  preserved,  but  nothing  was  expected^ 
Tium  is,  in  feet,  no  road  for  carriages  through  their 
cg»^try,  and  only  foot-paths;  the  one  we  Mowed 
lejd  us  by  the  place  where  the  Landsgemeind,  or 
i^QQual  assembly  of  the  people,  is  held ;  a  meadoyir, 
surrounded  by  a  few  trees,  in  the  caiddle  of  which  ^ 
loYT  wall  enclosed  a  parallelogram  of  eighty  feet  by 
9Brty»  where  I  observed  a  platform,  fifteen  feet  by 
ten^  failed  about  two  feet,  where  the  chief  m^^strate 
(I^ncbamoann)  stands,  leaning  on  the  sword  of  state, 
liRilJliis  c^<?ers  fibouthun;  a  sort  of  pulpit,  on  one 
iMby  is  occupied  by  those  who  count  the  Totes.  '^hi^ 
l^e  cannot  hold  my  thing  lil^  the  whole  numl^ei: 
of  sovereigns,  (four  or  five  thousand,)  probably  the 
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heads  of  ftmilies  only  go  in,  and  the  younger  oneft 
stay  outside. 

In  a  bay  of  the  lake»  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Pilatus, 
stands  the  old  town,  built  at  the  time  Emperor  Al- 
bert was  assassinated*  ;  it  also  marks  the  spot  where 
the  French  attempted  their  landing  in  1798,  and 
were  several  times  repulsed.  At  Hantz,  where  we 
stopped  some  time,  we  were  shown,  in  the  town-hall, 
a  series  *of  portraits  of  all  the  landammanns  and  the 
statthalters  (lieutenants  of  the  landammann)  for  &e^ 
veral  centuries  past.  Among  these  horrid  daubs  I 
immediately  distinguished  two  very  good  portraits, 
painted  in  1778,  by  a  native  artist  of  the  name  of 
Wiirsch,  who,  after  many  years*  residence  at  Bxmit 
and  at  Paris,  had  returned  to  end  his  days  in  his 
own  country,  little  expecting  that  end  would  be  sd 
tragical;  he  was  seventy-four  years  old,  and  blind, 
at  the  time  of  the  catastrophe  of  1798,  and  was 
killed  in  his  own  house.  Sixty-three  persons,  dd 
men,  women,  and  children,  who  had  taken  shelter  in 
the  church  of  Stantz,  were  likewise  put  to  death,  to- 
gether with  the  priest  at  the  altar.  An  inscription,* 
on  the  wall  of  an  adjacent  chapel,  simply  states,  that 
the  remains  of  four  huncfred  and  fourteen  inhabitants 
of  Stantz,  killed  on  that  day,  among  whom  were  oife 
hundred  and  tw6  women,  and  twenty-five  duldr6tt> 
lie  there.  Not  one  house  was  left  standing  in  Ais 
open  country;  but  Stantz  itself  was  saved  by  die 

•  Chap.ix.  Vol.  II. 
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exertions  of  a  humane  officer  of  the  enemy'fiit  ttamed 
Muller.  A  little  way  beyond  that  village,  we  passed 
the  chapel  erf  Winkelried,  where  an  obstinate  stftnd 
was  made ;  eighteen  young  women,  who  had  foiiglK 
there  with  their  brothers  and  fathers,  were  left  among 
the  dead.  Thence  to  Sarnen,  where  we  slept^  is  a 
continuation  of  the  same  rich  and  beautiful  country ; 
the  destruction  did  not  extend  so  far.  Ancient  jea? 
lousies,  existing  between  the  people  of  High  and 
Low  Unterwalden,  determined  the  first  to  submit 
earlier  to  the  new  constitution.  The  account  we  re- 
ceived here  of  the  same  events  agreed  with  what  we 
had  heard  at  Stantz,  as  to  facts,  but  not  as  to  the 
maimer  of  considering  them,  and  the  resistance,,  of 
Low  Unterwalden  was  openly  ascribed  to  fanatidsm. 
Here  we  found  another  excellent  picture  of  Wiiract  * 
It  was  a  full-length  figure  of  the  illustrious  Nicholaii 
de  Flue  *,  coming  down  from  his  retreat  in  the  Jiiouky 
tains,  among  his  divided  countrymen,  restoring  peace 
and  union,  dictating  the  laws  which  were  io  regii-f 
late  their  future  intercourse,  then  returning  to  Mk 
oell,  never  to. leave  it  again;  the  .emaciated<coiinte* 
nance  of  the  anchorite  is  expressive  of  the  noblest 
aiKi  best  feelings,  allied  with  Christian  nieekness. 
This  artist  understood  the  beau  ideal  of  a  hermit,  as 
well  as  of  a  stattbalter ;  arid  I  venture  to  say,  ^t,  in 
London,  he  wpuld  not  have  been  less  happy  in'  the 
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iMu  idid  pf  a  lord^nayor.  Indeed,  Alderaum  Wood, 
who  was  here  very  lately,  expressed  some  such  idea, 
regretting,  probably,  it  had  not  been  his  fate  to  be 
delineated  by  the  hand  of  such  a  master. 

I  wished  to  visit  the  cell  of  Nicholas  de  Flue,  and 
tbA  the  stone  that  was  his  pillow ;  but  thus  to  add 
another  mountain  to  the  many  already  climbed,  and 
to  those  to  be  climbed  before  the  end  of  my  journey, 
in  order  to  see  what,  after  all,  fancy  might  very  well 
supply,  required  some  consideration,  and  I  finally 
gave  up  my  project,  although  with  r^uctance.  There 
is  at  Samen  an  alamdant  spring  erf  very  pure  water, 
whidi  flows  into  ja  spacious  basin,  made  out  of  a 
nngle  block  of  granite,  brought  from  a  neighbouring 
meadow,  where  another  block  of  the  same  dimen- 
sions now  lies,  yet  none  erf  the  son-ounding  moun- 
tains are  composed  of  granite.  Here,  as  well  as  at 
Qiaris,  the  people  speak  with  the  highest  disappro- 
bation of  the  venality  of  the  former  administraticMi  of 
the  subject  districts,  now  independent  cantons,  and 
tiidt  indepradenoe  creates  no  n^ret.  I  am  glad  to 
wee  public  opini<m  so  decidedly  m  fevour  of  justice 
and  liberality. 

I  admire  exceedingly  the  courage  with  wydi  these 
peojAe  resisted  tfeeir  oppressors,  in  1798  ;  and  feel 
the  highest  indignation  at  the  treatm^st  they  received. 
As  to  thw  moral  pmity  and  simplicity,  and  all  th^ 
virtues  ascribed  to  them  by  sowe  of  their  friends,  I 
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believe  we  axe  to  lopk  for  these  moral  quAlities,  and 
even  innocence,  in  a  state  of  society  highly  cultivated, 
rather  thaii  among  peasants  or  shepherds*  They  a|0 
more  common  m  proportion  as  mental  cultivation  is 
well  directed ;  but,  even  when  corrupt,  cultivated  sph 
ciety  will  always  aflford  solitary  instances  of  virtues 
of  a  very  superior  order  te  any  thing  woods  and  moujv- 
tains  ever  produced.  At  the  time  of  the  Reformatio^, 
Schwytz,  Uri,  and  Unterwalden  (the  Waldstettepi), 
those  Ibunders  of  Helvetic  freedom,  refused  to  shake 
off  the  yoke  of  a  church,  notoriously  degenerated, 
iroiQ  jealpusy  to  Berne  and  the  other  great  cantons, 
which  they  3i^w  were  adding  to  their  wealth  and 
pow^  by  the  seizure  of  the  church  prc^erty.  Their 
religion  mi^ht  possibly  be  a  faith  in  relics  and  in 
Madonnas,,  and  their  patriotism  blind  attachment  U> 
old  customs  and  prejudices ;  yet  they  wer^  strange 
teachers  that  came  to  them  from  France^  mighty  dear- 
sighted,  indeed,  to  undertake  leading  the  blind  apd  ijh- 
experienced  in  ise^l  freedom  and  constitutional  govern- 
ment, to  set  themselves  up  for  lawgivers  j  The  parroiy 
prejudices  and  ancient  superstition,  and  mediocrity 
in  ^1  things,  still  reipain;  but  knowledge  wd  reasoii, 
which  are  iqaking  a  slow  but  sure  progress  every 
TSjirhere,  v^ill  ultixnately  intrcfduce,  pven  here,  improve 
iment3  aU^mptp^  in  v«p-by  vix^noe.  .   , 

■,Nqv,  LrrThip  moTOng,  by  , a  thick  Jog,  we  puri- 
sued  PUT  way  along  thp  Saro^  Jak^^  the  s^me  .whidh^ 
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like  a  bright  dot  amidst  the  dark  green  of  the  land- 
scape, but  which  we  found  sufficiently  large  while 
walking  the  length  of  it.    The  ascent  of  the  Brunig 
Soon  placed  under  our  feet  the  troubled  sea  of  va- 
pours, resembling  waves  of  carded  cotton,  which  the 
beams  of  a  November  sun  had  scarcely  power  to.  dis- 
pel or  dilate  into  clouds.     At  the  height  of  one  thou- 
sand feet  above  the  Lake  of  Samen  we  found  another, 
with  lofty  groves  and  rocks,  and  green  Alps  reflected 
from  its  polished  surface.      It  would  be  an  easy 
iaatter  to  drain  it  altogether,  and  gain  many  hundred 
tidres  of  excellent  meadow  ground,  at  the  expense  of 
sothe?  picturesque  beauty.     The  ascent  of  the  Brunig 
appeared  nothing  after  so  many  higher  mountains, 
'and we  soon  found  ourselves  on  the  opposite  slope; 
%here  all  at  once  the  Valley  of  Meyringen  displayed 
itself  under  the  eye,  with  its  villages  and  fields,  its 
rivers  and  its  thundering  cataracts ;  Brientz  and  its 
lake  (Ml  the  right,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  us  the 
Scheideck,  by  which  we  came  down  last  year;  above 
it  we  immediately  recognised  our  old  acquaintances, 
the  glaciers  of  the  Wetterhorn,  the  Mettenberg,  and 
Ike  Schrekhom,  which  would  have  appeared  within 
a  stone's  throw,  had  it  not  been  for  all  the  interven- 
ing objects  which  marked  the  distance.     The  view 
towards  the  left  extended  to -the  valley,  down  whidi 
the  Aar  descends  from  the  Grimsel.     Lower  down 
tibe  Bruirig  we  met  some  shepherd  boys,  wrestling 
$€emian  artem  cm  the  green;  they  displayi^  a  good 
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cjesil  of  Btieiigth,  ye^  used  it  spariqgly,  avoiding  all 
.  useless  efforts,  but  spending  much  time  in  mutually 
watching  their  adversaries'  motion,  and  never  ventur- 
ing upon  an  attack  without  a  &vourable  opportunity. 

At  Brientz,  we  took  a  boat,  manned  by  women,  as 
.}S  the  custom  qn  this  lake.  I  was  in  hopes  we  shoidd 
have  singing,  but  I  found  that  the  principle  of  the 
division  of  labour  prevails  among  them ;  the  song- 
stresses do  not  row  any  more,  and  the  rowers  do  not 
sing.  I  soon  found,  however,  that  the  dashing  of  the 
oars,  motion  and  rest  together,  were  to  my  weary 
limbs  soothing  as  music  itself. 

At  Interlaken,  my  guide  found  a  brother  laid  up 
by  a  broken  leg,  which  he  had  got  by  wrestling.  The 
next  day,  I  went  to  see  the  ruins  of  the  castle  of  Un- 
spunnen,  about  one  hour's  walk  from  Interlaken.  This 
castle,  celebrated  in  Swiss  history,  brings  to  the 
mind  half-romantic,  half-barbarous,  recollections  of 
the  middle  ages. 

At  the  death  of  the  last  king  of  Burgundy,  grand- 
son to  the  good  queen  Bertha,  in  the  y^ar  1032,  his 
^reat  vassals  would  not  acknowledge  the  cession 
he  had  made  to  the  emperor,  nor,  consequendy,  the 
authority  of  the  duke  of  Zoeringeai,  his  lieutenant 
T?he  barons  of  Unspunnen  were  the  most  powerful  <rf 
.them,  being  lords  of  the  whole  country  from  th^ 
Grims^  to  the  Gemmi,  as  well  as  of  the  Grindelw^cjL 
,^ipd  Lauterbrun.  Burkard,  last  of  the .  race,  wa^  th$ 
nat^r^  enemy  of  Berthold  V.,  alsplast^of  the  taceiST 
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<lia  dukes  of  iScermgen,  tfbo  Imd  built  tbe  castle  of 
Thun,  on  the  other  e&tremity  of  the  lake,  to  keep 
UnBpuim^i  in  check.    Buricaid  had  an  CHily  dau^iter, 
the  beautifid  Ida;  and  Rodolphe  of  Woedenadiwyl, 
the  bravest  and  most  aocomj^shed  of  die  knights  of 
the  eourt  of  Zceringen,  having  seen  her  at  a  tourna- 
ment, had  become  deejay  Clamoured  of  her ;  but  the 
baion  would  never  have  consented  to  unite  his  dau^* 
i«  to  one  in  the  service  of  Ms  enemy.    Rodolphe, 
therefore,  despairing  of  ever  obtaining  his  consent, 
iook  an  opportunity,  when  the  baron  was  absent,  to 
penetrate  into  the  castle  with  a  party  of  friends,  and 
chrry  off  the  object  of  his  love  to  Berne,  where  they 
were  manried.    The  quarrel  between  the  duke  and 
the  baron,  now  more  than  ever  irreconcileable,  had  cost 
their  vassals  torrents  of  Mood,  during  many  years  of 
continual  warfare ;  when  Berthold,  as  generous  as  h6 
was  brave,  wishing  to  put  an  end  to  these  calamities, 
formed  the  chivalrous  project  of  a  personal  interviev^ 
with  Buikard,  in  his  own  casde  of  Unspunnen,  where 
he  repaired  with  young  Walther  Wcedensdbwle,  son 
of  Ida.    The  baron,  grown  dd  and  dispirited,  was 
brooding  in  sditude  over  the  past,  and  lamenting  the 
loss  of  his  daughter :  the  Ukeness  of  the  dbild,  the 
frankness  of  Berthold,  and  the  noble  confidence  with 
whidh  he  put  himself  in  his  power,  overcanie  his  re- 
B«»tment;   he  forgave  his  daughter,  acknowledged 
her  son  heir  to  his  vast  domains,  *  and  becasne  the 
friend  of  the  dudce  of  Zoeringen.    Young  Walther, 


nftepwaidft  baidn  olUtepwUMi  wa»  i^ im  Awym 
offieme  ill  180a.  Tte^bwoalNiiwg  wi4.  wbm 
te/raodved  ids  graiidsod»  l^tt/m^  4  4(^fofrQak4ng 
efoer  after  amongst  m^  the  anniversary  was  celebrated, 
for  many  yetfSsi  by  gynmatti^  gattes^  tibe  deta&  of 
nMeh  are  on  cecord  An  aitteegpt  waa  nutde,  sqqi^ 
yeaes  ago,  (1608,)  to  revive  tib«n,  and  MfiidMiie4e 
Sta€l  gave  an  aocitMint  of  this  day  in  her  AUamagm; 
k  lias  al6o  been  described  by  Mr.  Stapfer,  in  U» 
notes  on  Switeeriand.  Thew  wi^e  ipnK»  4istribilted 
for  Alpine  musie,  &s  wresting*  for  firing  at  a  nmh 
^€«  4rc.  A  round  stone*  weighing  on^  hundred  aiy} 
eigfaty-fisitt  pounds,  was  thrown  to  the  distance  aftmi 
feet,  by  a  man  of  Af^pi^eel,  and  has  renmisied  ever 
atnee  on  the  spcA  wb^se  it  &U,  a  mcHiuioeiit  of  this 
last  oekbmtion,  of  which  it  will  assist  in  yif^mrnxig 
the  tractttional  remembranee. 

The  heirs  of  Unspunneo,  as  b»iWi^  of  the  e^ipir^t, 
having,  at  a  subsequiwt  pieriod*  some  qiaarrel  with  <he 
{people  of  HdieiiiasU,  the  latter  made  £^  ill-concerted 
fitttadc  on  the  castle»  and  being  repulsed,  lost  ^y  prjr 
eoners ;  who  had  been  two  yeara  an  durance^  whoo 
Berne,  marching  against  Unspunun^  sow  obtWMid 
their  deliv^ffanoe  from  captivity.  Tbe^  baroe  hw^felf, 
suing  to  be  reoeived  burgher  of  &Erae,  was  i»diw1jbp((i 
md die  tilileandlunction&of  Bailhof the  Empve,; ifi 
r^ard1o*d»B  Obet^md^  ctevdif^tathattcmuiirU 
held  courts  of  jnstks'm  the  emmtry,  and  reeeiMdMi 
annual  tribute,    SuiA,  however,  wierethe  notiMs  jcf 
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^opMty-iUlached  to  political  rights,  4fa«t  B&CMiOfitB 
own  aoctfrd;  mmt>ui«^  the  baron  what  }m  asBeestoca 
had'  paid  to  the  emperor,  for  the  tiSkse  joi  baiik  he 
ieid.  r 

lite  ruins  of  the  castle  of  Unspunnen  aie  now  re*- 
diiced  to  a  square  tower,  without  a  door  c^  window ; 
and  where  you  penetrate,  by  climbing  over  fae^s  of 
stone,  to  a  sort  of  emlnrasure,  it  mi^t  be  the  plaee 
where  the  fifty  unhappy  captives  were  lodged  !•   Tke 
roek  upon  which  this  tower  stands,  was  connected  with 
another  part  c^the  castle,  on  another  rock,  by  meanp 
of  a  stone  arch,  which  has  disappeared.    These  ruins 
«tand  in  a  sequestered  little  vale,  green  and  shady, 
and  overlook  another  sequest^ed  nook  near  it,  wilder 
istin,  and  Ml  of  rooks,  which  have  taken  possession  of 
certain  cavities  in  the  rocks.  In  the  ground,. under  the 
roots  of  an  old  oak,  which  fell  down  not  many  years 
ago,  a  riding  spur  was  found,  very  large,  and  of  course 
cMer  than  the  tree,  which  had  itself  seen  many  centu- 
ries pass  over  its  head.     A  shepherd  we  met  shewed 
us  a  place,  just  fronting  the  castle,  where  Madame  dp 
4Staeiy  he  said,  sat  on  the  day  of  the  anniversary :  her 
name  is  now  become  traditional  here. 

From  Neohaus,  a  boat  took  us  to  Thun,  in  three  hours 
and  a  half.  The  lake  was  beautiful,  and  the  Kandor 
Was  i^stinctly  seen,  pouring  from  out  <^  its  artificial 
ichknnel  into  the  lake,  where  the  soil  And  stones  it  cp% 
«iniEially  brings  has  fonned.  a  piomoAtory  of  considerar 
tie  extent.    By  means  of  flood-gstos  ^  ik^:<Mi^^ 
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the  labs  befeie  Thwo,  tike  quantity  of  watex^  iathe  Aar  is 
Mgidated,  so  as  to  pier^it  its  being  somrtimes  dry .  and 
at  other  times  oveiflowiog;  Finding  boat  loaded  with 
ire-wood,  ready  to  start,  whea  we  reaiched  Thirn^  we 
stepped  on  board  at  once,  without  gcHng  ashore;  and  in 
two  hours  it  brought  us  to  Berne,  although  the  distance, 
with  all  the  windings  of  the  river^  cannot  well  be  less 
than  twenty-four  miles.  This  velocity  was  very  plea? 
sant,  particularly  as  the  dear  and  shallow  stream  air 
lowed  us  to  see  every  pebble  at  bottam^  and/dispelled 
all  idea  of  danger.  '~*---^-*^.,-__«.  .....  _ . 

It  is  impossible  not  to  be  struck  wilh  the  prosperous 
appearance  of  all  things  m  the  cimton  oi  Berne,  and  the 
look  of  independence,  and  even  pride,  of  the  peasantry. 
The  people  scarcely  pay  any  taxes ;  justice  is  fairly 
and  promptly  administered  for  them ;  and  the  magis^ 
trates,  accessible  at  all  times,  are  ever  ready  to  listai 
to  their  complaints  and  afford  redress. 

Speaking  on  this  subject  to  a  Bernese,  and  mention- 
iftg  the  favourable  impression  I  had  received  from 
thede  circumstances,  he  pointed  to  the  herds  of  catde 
grazing  in  the  meadows  on  the  other  side  of  the  Aar> 
which  we  could  see  from  the  high  terrace  of  Berne: 
**  Tliese  fine  animals,"  he  observed,  '*  are  extremely 
wdil  fed  and  taken  care  of;  and  tliat  air  of  independenpe 
and  pride  you  give  us  credit  foar^  is,  asryo^  may  p^r^ 
eeive,  noless  observable  in  them.  .  Is  there  any  thing 
io  their  mode. of  existence  that  would  tempt  you?  It 
is  iiot  vmttke  ours  1 .  We  are  indidg^ntly  tre^jbed,  I  ad^ 
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mit^biit,  like  inferior  beiogp ;  petefiiaUy»  if  5bu|dease 
-^ut,  like  diiklfwi  a  time  eonies  when  wol  grow 
tired  of  leading-strings.  Incrril  sodety,  it  can  be  the 
piovinoe  of  only  a  few  to  lead»  and  many  more  must 
felbw;  here,  we  ccNnplain  not,  that  too  £ew  lead — but  of 
the  v^  reverie!  In  a  nuxed  monarchy,  no  one  feels 
perBOoally  jealous  of  the  r^al  prerogative  being  too 
high  asid  quke  out  of  reac^ ;  nor  of  the  exalted  station 
of  the  r^resentatives  of  the  mution,  for  the  legislative 
body  to  which  they  bdong  is  not  exdusive ;  but  here, 
we  have  our  next-door  neighbours  so  very  nearly  the 
same  sort  of  peqple  with  oursdves,  timt  no  one  could 
tdl  the  difference,  bom  to  command  fhr  ever,  and  wie 
ourselves  bom  to  obey  fc^  ever-^  destiny  equally 
fatal  to  both;  since  the  one,  feeling  merit  to  be 
superfluous,  the  other,  unavailing,  neither  h^  any  ior 
duoement  to  mental  exerticxi ;  and  thus,  while  sup^ricqr 
minds  are  irritated  and  estranged,  the  more  common 
ones  settle  into  dullness  and  apathy.  How  far>  under 
such  circumstances,  our  government  is  Ukely  to  justify 
the  Greek  etymology  of  the  name  it  bears  (power  qf  th^ 
bed),  any  one  may  decide !"  Tlie  undeniable  &ct  of 
the  positive  pcosperity  of  the  peopie,  enibarrassf^d,  how- 
ever, my  liberal  Bernese  a  little ;  &r  it  is  som^faing 
gained,  when  you  are  suie  of  your  dinner,  .ajad  exam- 
ples ve  not  wanting  of  nations  whose  institutions:  have 
Secured  to  them  neither  food  £br  tbe  mind  nw  for  the 
Itody.  Another  ftct  fc^rcibly  strikes  an  impartial  ol^- 
server :  Hie  'standi]^  amy  of  BerAe  ic  eoiapMed  af 
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three  hundred  m&a ;  its  militia,  provided  vfyh  ansft, 
iregulariy  trained,  and  certainly  wariike  (the  campaign 
df  1798"*  sufficiently  proves  it),  oonsists  of  sixty  thou* 
Igilund  men,  a  force  wholly  popular  in  its  eleiiients^  and 
to  which  there  is  nothing  whatever  to  appose.  The 
existence  of  serious  grievances  cannot  be  supposed 
Under  such  circumstances.  The  political  revoLution, 
effected  at  the  point  of  Frendi  bayonets,  and  the  go«- 
vernment  unitake,  whidi  was  established  afterwards^ 
could  not  be  very  popular :  and  although  the  other 
conrtitution,  established  under  the  Act  rf  Mediation  of 
Buonaparte,  in  1803,  might  be  more  so ;  yet  the  down- 
M  of  the  mediator  was  the  signal  of  a  general  re-action 
in  Switzerland,  and  a  restoration,  too  much  favoured 
by  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  of  all  that  was  bad,  as  well 
as  all  that  waift  good,  in  the  old  institutions*  Ninety- 
nine  country  mdxibers  were,  however,  allowed  to  fomi 
part  of  the  legislative  council,  called  the  T%x>o  Hundred^ 
inlstead  of  being  all  chosen  in  the  town  of  Benie,  at 
formieily.  These  coimtry  law-makers,  I  understood^ 
have  not  yet  acquired  mudi  influence^  Mere  pear 
santst  in  point  of  habits  and  ediicaition,  although  ^ort^ 

*  Chap,  xxxix.  Vol.  ii.  . 
'  t  tn  the  Enunentha),  the  richest  district  of  the  catitoti  of  Berne,  H^ 
younger  sotiikiheriU  the  Itemd,  atiid  pays  hi6  brothers  and  sisters  their 
l^orttNi,  hy  moftgaging  ifaei  estate.  The  origin  of  this  custom  is  thus 
explained.  Motives  of  safety  formerly  induced  the  proprietors  of 
land  to  live  within  the  walls  of  Berne,  where  they  had  their  house 
and  establi$hment,  which  passed  to  the  eldest  son,  instead  of  land. 
Hiomr  tkntihesefiroprietdrs  reside  iathe  country,  the  custom  i«mail» 
notwithstanding. 


sbine  of  them,  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  whiidi 
here  is  a  very  large  fortune,  they  have  not  yet  leam^ 
their  new  trade,  and  scarcely  knowing  how  to  give  their 
votes,  sometimes  mistake  sides  ;  but  their  sons,  haviii^ 
now  a  motive  for  mental  exertion,  will  be  more  learned 
than  their  fathers ;  a  number  of  them  are  now  at 
^  odlege  of  Berne,  and  some  have  been  sent  to  thQ 
German  universities.  The  mixed  and  temperate  sort 
1^  aristocracy,  likely  to  prevail  in  Switzerland,  ulti- 
mately, is  probably  the  best  form  of  government  for 
that  country:  the  Liberals  themselves  speak  most 
discouragingly  of  the  form  of  Swiss  democracies. 

Every  Swiss  is  a  burgher  somewhere,  as  has  al- 
ready been  explained,  and  has  a  right  to  assistanoe 
in  his  parish,  when  there  is  a  fund  provided  for  the 
purpose ;  but  this  circumstance  leads  to  a  system  of 
interference  in  private  concerns,  which  appears  to  zne 
intolerable.  A  burgher  may,  from  misconduct,  lose 
bis  rights,  and  if  he  should  become  a  pauper,  may  be 
driven  away  from  the  country  altogether.  The  head 
ttf  a  family,  squandering  away  his  property,  has  a 
{guardian  appointed  for  him.  All  such  cases  ate  car* 
ried  before  the  consistory,  or  matrimonial,  court  of  each 
parish,  from  which  an  appeal  lies  to  the  supreme  court 
of  Berne.  When  the  parish  fund  is  not  suflScient,  a 
tax  is  raised  by  the  burghers  upon  themselves,  which 
in  some  parishes  amounts  to  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent.  A 
child,  brought  up  by  the  parish,  cannot  marry  without 
the  consent  of  the  consistory,.    This  same  court  de- 
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cides  ill  all  cases  of  bastardy :  when  the  dedaratioii'cf 
the  mother  is  supported  by  collateral  circumstances^ 
the  reputed  father  is  obliged  to  maintain  the  chik}^ 
that  is,  to  pay  between  three  and  four  pounds  sterliiig^ 
a  year ;  in  the  contrary  case;  the  motiber  or  her  pa^ 
rents,  and  ultimately  the  parish,  if  they  are  too  pdbr:* 
Country  people  take  charge  of  these  children,  for  that 
price,  and  their  mortality  is  not  unusually  great. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  Bernese  custom  of 
Saturday  night  visits  among  young  people  in  ilbt 
country;  it  can  be  traced  to  northern  nations,  and 
must  not  be  too  hastily  condemned.  Yoimg  men, 
whc^e  daily  labours  keep  them  altogether  away  from 
the  society  of  women,  and  yet,  like  Coelebs,  are  m 
iearch  of  a  wife,  have  scarcely  any  other  ineans  of 
^accomplishing  their  object  but  the  one  in  qfueslidiy 
which,  after  all,  is  more  rational  and  more  m(^al  than 
ihe  eastern  custcxn  of  bargaining  for  a  wife  with  her 
father,  and  marryimg  without  knowing  any  thing  of 
her ;  or  even  than  the  French  matrimonial  prooeedj 
ing,  which  is  a  good  deal  like  the  eastern.  On 
Saturday  night,  then,  the  young  Swiss  comes  tindei 
the  window  of  the  fkir  kdy  to  whom  1^  intends 
paying  his  addresses,  or  with  whom  he  only  wishes  td 
become  acquainted.  Beitag  visiting  night,  and  ex- 
pecting company^  she  is  at  the  window  neatly  dressedj 
and  admits  o^  rejects  the  petition,  for  which  ha  suilor 
is  not  at  any  trouble  of  improvisatiGn ;  for  it  is  accord* 
ing  to  a  received  fimn,  learned  by  heart,,  and 
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tally  in  Terse ;  and  the  anawer,  I  helkve,  is  Uai  ¥et8e 
afao^  The  you^g  iuaa^  pciimsBtciQ  obtainsd,  a^sxjim 
up  to  the  mixlow,  on  tfae  third  floor  cowmmiy 
(urooden  houses  present  oHivenieaoes  for  the  purpose), 
and  there  he  sits  on  the  wiodo^^  and  is  offered  scane^ 
r^esImieDte»  generally  cherry-brandy  and  gi»ger- 
iKead  cakes.  According  as  his  views;  are  more  or  les9 
serious^  and  he  proves  more  tJT  less  acceptable^  .he  is 
iillowed  to  (xx»  into  the  room,  or  suffered  to  remain 
outside.  Frequently  the  conversation  is  pr<pfiracted 
till  the  dawn  gives  the  signal  of  departuate ;  y«t  to 
depart  is  not  always'  safe,  for  it  not  uiifnequendy 
kippenst  thM  a  less  favoured  lover  waylays  fais  vival, 
Tioleiit  battles  ensue,  and  murd^  is  sometisies  com- 
taitted:  for  this  reason,  young  mm  are  in  the  habit 
of  escorting  one  smother  on  sudi  ocdasions.  Barely 
wctse  ccmsequences  follow  from  this  custom,  than 
eaiiy  and  improvident  marriages,  and  much  too  rapid 
SB  increase  of  population.  It  is  an  alarming  fact,  that 
the  canton  of  Berne,  diminished  one  half  in  extent  by 
die  dismemberment  of  several  proviiMies,  contains 
no^  the  same  number  of  inhabitants,  it  did  in  the  yi^r 
1764  (about  three  hundi^ed  and  fifty  thousand).  Ex* 
tensive  oommcxici  were  enclosed  some  years  a%{H  as4 
based  out  in  small  farms  to  &ose  who  applied :  ih^e 
cPtwoqaaenQgr  was^  an  iiurrease  of  marriages  between 
ysiiog {leiDi^e  scaiicely  grownup,  who,  befiDte.thirfty, 
saw  themsetoes  burthened  wldi:  large  femttide  to 
faniig  npv  on:  die  preoariims  proofteds  of  it  few  wctM 
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of  land.  To  piotrid*  against  this,  it  is  nowr  required 
Aat  apptieants  for  theae  mw  forms  shcfuld  have  at- 
ta»ied  the  ag6  <Kf  eight  and  twenty.  Several  swajms 
out  of  this  bee^hive  of  maxddnd  have  of  late  directed 
theix  ffight  towards  the  Brazils  and  the  United  States. 

The  Bernese  laws  are  not  fevourable  to  commerce^ 
No  debt  i»  safe,  unless  seoired  by  mortgage;  k 
debtqir  who  r^ses  to  give  up  his  prepay,  cannot  be 
detained  kxiger  than  six  weeks,  at  the  expitolion  df 
vAdch  he  is  banished  the  eantcm,  and  his  pn^rty 
s^^ed'vdiereverfeubd.  ' 

41|h<»^h  Ben»  is  not  literary,  yet  it?  ptiHic 
schools  are  respectable ;  the  estabUshDaent'Ccw^i^ts  of 
odleges  in  the  ]Hinoipal  towns;  ami  an  acadoB^y  ^% 
Beme,  besides  its  college^  whkh  has  test  pK>fessors 
ai|d  one  himdr^  and  seventy-fomr  sdiolam.  The 
academy,  answeripg  the  purpose  of  a  umversiiy,  has 
\  .  ■  '  * 

3  professor?  of  theology    .     ^    .     .   .,    *,   £pr  39  students. 

3         ditto         law 15 

5         ditto         medicine  and  natural  philosophy  35 

1  ditto         mathematics     .      >  ' 

2  ditto        Latin  and  Greek    5    *     •     *     *  ^'^ 

3  ditto        veterinary  art II 

ir.pit>£essors,  =  Its  sfmknts. 

:     /     ".  ■  •'■'■'.'•,  •      .       .r; 

The  profi^sors  l^ve  a  fixed  salary  of  :cue  hundrnd 
poirads,  add  (an  exadb;  but  dten  do  not^  from  poor 
stiidentd,  filled  shillings  sterling  fi»r  eadi  course  ef 
leetures:    Many  of  the  youi^  Bernese  patariciaK  ob« 

Vol.  I.  2D 
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tsalt  eonmissiciis  in  foreign  e«vioe,  at  the  age  <tf<^ix- 
teen,  ythea  their  ^ducatioa  is  ecaicely  begun,  md 
return  at  forty  to  be  legisladors,  adiaiifi«fa*W:8j  and 
judge*.    Pew,  therefore,  ac^re  a  taste  fot  letteW, 
Tbe  reputaticm  of  th*  gBe*li,  bat  intolwaHt,  Hdi^, 
inigbt  be  deemed  suffieient  to  iBustrate  iSb^  coortxy 
for  an  age;  and  his  isatitemporary,  D.  Wytlenbadii  is 
Tanked  in  Qenaax^  amonj^fhe  greatest  buibaiiSitB  of 
the  eighteenth  ceittui^:     The  aaiktaariS(&,  AndWiw 
Uai^,  before  Hieoi,  was  ife  cdebrated;  that  Loofe 
XIV.  called  him  to  Paris,  to  have  the  icarfe  <rf  his  «1^ 
lection  <rf*  ifiedals.;  but  required  Mm  to*'  ^eoMiafe  a 
Ojrtholic,  to  which- he  would  not  ccwjseirt;  ^  !5<*t%, 
the  antagonisi  <rf  Maupertuis,  and  who  taught  tSftifiie* 
matic^  tbt  ^•'  Matqum  du  GMelet,  was  afeo  d*e^-fef 
the  Bernese  "Worftoes.  Voltaire,  praising -ttie  profound 
eniditfoii  aad'the  genius  <rf  Halter,  Was  kJWJe  teM-, 
that  the  latter  did  not  speak  so  well  of  him.    Ha  ! 
he  said,  peat  Hre  qn'en  effet  noui  now  trimpong  tbus  les 
deuxt    Among  our  amtemporaries,  I  shall  only  name 
two  Bfemese,  whom  I  am  proud  of  calling  my  frieiKte, 
Mr.  de  Bonstetten  and  Mr.  Stapfer,  frequently  quoted 
in  the  course  of  this  work.  : 

Bernese  morals  have  been  the  subject  c^auidi  praise 
and  much  censure,  both  perhaps  deservedly :  fortunes 
Mei4nnall,  and  theimeaI».oltiifd(sa«ing')&em>,-|lnd>pro- 
vklipg  for  a  fionily)  Ai«'foniit  th««Runb«r  itf<un]nBPti@4 
{KOftev-of  :b«di  Attxes  ttMit  ihmdiNe  lai^^sdiisltieniM^ 
and  Hbfb boti# '«£'maniagtt<>beiag> i«)sp0e(«d,  thislfetRdi 
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is,  ttuit  adi^ry  is  unknovra;:  biU  low.  ciebaildiary 
ecxnamn,  and  the  govemroent  evea  is  aoeused  of  toli9^ 
ratkig  ptaeed  of  ill*&iiie>  as  a  usefiil  succedaoeum  lo 
pditicaldultKi! 

When  speaking  of  Oetieva*  I  shaU  give  some  aQ- 
oduntof  what  is  called  tbere  the  S0cUti$  de$  dimaneMa. 
The  ciistoln  prevails  among  the  feacmles  of  B^n^  witb 
some  of  the  same  results;  Gentte^  modei^  and  do* 
m«Mac»  the  Bemrae  women,  above  the  lOwes  ranks^ 
much  resemble  those  of  Gkmi^va,  although  {Hrobaibly 
poss^ssmg  less  infbuniation.  The  exclusive  spirit  of 
cdferee  is  still  fiH»re  marked  h^re  than  at  Creneva,  and 
potitiisd  jealousies  more  Yiokht,  althou^of  a  diffiweot 
iisi|u*e*-4he  Geoermnsare  at  issue  sdaiDUt  opinions;  tlie 
Beinese^  about  {daces,  that  is  to  say,  petsoml  distinct 
lions,  for.  most  of  these  places  are  without  emolun^niL 
Political  advetsaries  in  ail  countries  hate  eadb  olber ; 
at  Geneva  this  feeliag  is  disputatiouSi,  here.it  is  ratbi^ 
wXbmv  £bB  the  object  is  not  to  p^suade  or  coofute, 
but  to  sui^deait.  The  number  of  individuals  df  the 
saine  family  who  can  be  counsellors  of  state  beii^ 
liinited,  a  rivalry  is  <^  course  estiablished  in  the  vei^ 
bosc»nof  i^miliesy  and  it  extends  to  affiars<of  the 
heait;  and  the  dioiee  of  a  wife;  for  broth^^s  even  aK6 
i^ure  to  M  in  love  Willi  the  young  lady  wtose  father 
can  give  his  son-in-law  a  seat  in  the  Bemese  house  of 
ptfliaQieiit  One  of  the  most  melaixcfady  maxiiuiB  of 
the  miektiddboly  boofc^  of  La  Rodiefimcaidt,  ^e^t^  fmt 
iMbn^nocc  M$  fMSicti^M  amk,  cmnm  riUdtmi$iU  tmjmr 

2  D  2 
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dev^nir  nas  enmmi$f  is  said  to  be  carried  into.pract 
tice  here.  AU  this  is  not  peculiar  to  Beme,  but  io- 
herent  in  an  aristocracy;  for  when  half  the  people  of 
the  same  rank,  and  living  habitually  together^  are  ac- 
tive members  of  the  sovereign  council,  and  the  other 
mere  expectants,  condemned  to  hear  frcxn  morning  to 
night  at  second-hand  of  active  pursuits  to  whidi  they 
are  strangers,  to  be  or  not  to  be  of  this  council,  be- 
ccxnes  an  object  of  the  first  importance,  and  a  moral 
wairt  nearly  as  pressing  as  hunger  and  thirst. 

Society,  much  less  numerous  than  at  Geneva,  is  upop 
a  very  simple  and  easy  footing ;  strangers,  well  recom- 
mended, are  received  with  cordiality  and  kindness,  and 
without  any  ostentation:  aa  the  contrary,  higher  peo- 
ple having  suffered  most  by  the  revolution,  it  is  now 
deemed  rather  vulgar  to  be  rich.  Few  people  speicid 
six  hundred  pounds'  sterling  a  year.  A  good  house, 
and  there  are  some  delightfully  situated,  costs  three 
thousand  pounds  sterling.  Company  of  an  evening 
generally  s^arate  at  half-past  nine,  and  a  Bernese 
rout  is  over  before  eleven.  The  only  public  amuse- 
ment is  a  very  indifferent  German  theatre..  Although 
the  language  is  a  dialect  of  the  German,  the  G^^^nan 
literature  is  less  cultivated  ca:  known  than  the  French; 
and  the  latter  not  much  beyond  the  age  of  Louis  the 
XlVth. 

Oppr^sed  and  cruelly  treated  as  the  patricians 
were  at  one  time  by  the  tyrannioal  agi^ste  of  the 
Erendb  Refmblic,  they  have  Jeamt  to  feel  a  aalvtaiy 
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hatred  for  arbitrary  po#er,  and  cm  speak  very  lite* 
rally  ;  tbey  own  themselves,  there  is  a  great  chwge  in 
tibeir  qpinions.  Notwithstanding  this  liberal  disposi- 
tion, the  population,  as  well  as  the  revenue  ci  the 
state,  are  still  made  a  sort  of  secret ;  and  it  is  only  sur- 
mised, that  the  <»ie  amounts  to  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  souls,  and  the  other  to  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  a-year ;  one 
half  of  which  consists  of  the  interest  of  money  in  fo- 
reign countries,  and  a  great  part  of  the  r^naind^ 
fix)m  salt-works,  ^c. ;  the  sum,  therefore,  raised  by 
taxes  is  very  trifling.  As  an  instance  of  the  import- 
ance attached  to  secrecy  in  tliese  matters,  the  answer 
of  a  member  of  the  council,  who,  when  Emperor  Jo- 
seph travelled  here,  was  appointed  to  attend  him,  is 
quoted  as  peculiarly  happy — Joseph  said.  Quels  sent 
les  revenues  de  voire  Republique,  Mr.  M*—  ? — Momm$r 
le  Comte,  (the  Emperor  travelled  mcag.)  Us  exUdent 
nos  defenses  ! 

Joseph,  when  in  Switzerland,  shewed  much  ill- 
humour  and  an  old  grudge  of  five  hundred  years 
against  the  enfiranchised  vassals  of  his  family ;  but 
the  present  Emperor,  on  a  similar  occasion,  behaved 
very  differently — Yraknent  (he  observed,  at  the  sight 
of  the  ruins  of  the  castle  of  Hapsbourg,)  Je  vois  que 
nous  n'avons  pas  tcujours  eti  grands  Seigneurs  ! 

I  met  in  society,  at  Berne,  a  gentleman  about  forty 

years  of  age,  Mr.  de  G ,  deaf  and  dumb,  who 

held  an  animated  conversation  with  several  persons  at 
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the  sapie  tkne,  seekig  at  a  glance  vliat  was  said  by 
those  about  him,  and  shewing  by  what  he  said  that  lie 
understood  them  perfectly.  As  I  was  speaking  of  him 
I  was  advised  to  turn  round,  as  otherwise  he  would  €cc 
what  I  said.  He  lately  repeated  to  two  young  ladies 
what  they  had  be^oi  saying,  which  he  had  seen  in  the 
glass  over  the  chimney-piece  as  they  sat  before  the 
fire. 

I  wished  to  see  some  of  the  magnificait  peasant 
weddings  described  by  Mallet  du  Fan,  which  used  to 
cost  eighty  or  a  huncfa^  pounds  sterling ;  but  found 
they  were  out  oi  fai^on  among  the  higher  sort  of  pea- 
sants, left  to  the  lower,  and  no  longer  so  fine. 

It  were  difiioult  to  imagine  a  finer  prospect  than  that 
from  the  terrace  at  Berne.  From  south  to  west,  and 
at  a  distance  of  forty  miles,  the  horizon  is  terminated 
by  a  bold  outline  of  extraordinary  forms,  rude  and 
strange  perhaps  in  themselves,  yet  blending  in  perfect 
harmony.  Every  instant  is  marked  by  a  change  of 
scene,  ev^  hue  is  successively  displayed,  till  the 
whole  central  chain  of  th^  Alps,  so  lately  burning 
under  the  level  rays  of  the  setting  sun,  presents  only 
a  succession  of  pale  and  livid  forms  sinking  into  night 
It  is  at  first  difficult  to  account  for  the  new  and  lively 
interest  a  knowledge  of  the  names  of  these  oiountains 
adds  to  the  contemidation  of  the  p]:K>spect ;  but  this  im- 
plies a  knowledge  of  their  geograf^y,  ot  respective 
position,  which  at  once  explains  shades  of  colour  an4 
of  distinctness  unnoticed  before,  disentangles  the  lines 


of  crocMHog  FidgeB^  and  enables  ua  to  tmurk  the^ckiew 
lake  or  deep  valley  foy  the  eicaroely  paieeptiUe  vapoifir 
raing  betweiMi  theee  distant  ridges.  Tims  it  i»,  bp.- 
tany  adds  to  the  pleaswe  we  receive  firom  plants ;  all* 
tioaomy  and  mineralogy  to  the  coiitraiplation  of  heaven 
and  earth. 

The  short  visit  I  had  paid  to  Hofwyl  last  yen, 
having  only  served  to  excite  my  curiosity  the  more,  I 
returned  better  prepared  by  previous  inquiries  to  obr 
serve  to  some  purpose,  during  a  residence  of  some 
(fetys,  and  I  was  supplied  with  all  the  information  I 
desired. 

Mr.  de  FeHenberg  was  first  knovvid  merely  ad  M 
agricidturist,  and  still  keeps  up  his  original  establish* 
ment  of  husbandry  at  Buchsie,  an  old  cfadteau  nc^r 
Hofwyl ;  but  agriculture  was  always  with  him  a  se- 
condary objeet,  and  subservient  to  that  system  of 
education  to  which  his  [thoughts  were  very  early  di* 
rected^.  He  is  a  man  of  an  unusually  aordent^  as  well 
as  persevering,  turn  of  mind,  and  conceals  a  character 
of  deep  and  steady  enthusiasm  under  a  vei'y  calm  ex* 
terior  and  manners.  Although  bom  to  patrician  rank 
in  his  own  country,  he  early  imbibed  those  political 
doctrines  of  which  sudi  tremendous  misappUcatioo 

*  This  account  of  the  Hofwyl  estaUuhnsent  k  only  an  ahstroct  of 
a  fuller  account  prepared  for  this  work,  but  wbicli  proved  too  long 
for  the  purpose,  and  has  besides  already  been  inserted  in  tne  Edin- 
burgh Review  of  October,  1819,  No.  64,  where  it  may  be  seen  at 
length. 
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Was  80  soon  to  be  made  in  his  neighboui^Kiod,  .and 
the  disappointment  filled  his  mind  with  melaochriy 
views  of  the  moral  state  and  fiiture  prospects  of  man- 
kind   It  appeared  to  him,  that  the  world  was  blindly 
hurrying  oa  to  irretrievable  ruin ;  and  that  a  soiuader 
system  of  education  for  the  great  body  of  the  pecqple 
could  alcme  stop  the  progress  of  error  and  corruption. 
He  has  sometimes  mentioned  in  conversation  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  which  finally  determined  him  to 
the  course  he  has  since  pursued.     In  the  year  1798 
or  1799,  he  happened  to  be  at  Paris,  as  one  of  the 
commission  sent  by  the  provisional  government  esta- 
blished in  Switzerland  after  the  French  invasion; 
and  in  that  capacity,  he  had  an  official  conversattoa 
with  the  director  Reubel,  at  his  cotmtry-house,  .near 
Paris  ;  in  the  course  of  which  he  laid  before  him,  in 
glowing  colours,  a  picture  of  the  miserable  state  to 
which  his  country   was  reduced,   and  which  mi^ 
soon  lead  to  a  Vendian  war,  destructive  to  both  par* 
ties.    The  director  appeared  for  some  time  to  listen 
with    profound    attention,  and    Mr.  de    FeUenberg 
ascribed  his  silence  to  conviction  of  the  truths  he 
urged,  and  something  like  a  feeling  of  compunction ; 
when,  all  at  once,  the  worthy  republican,  throwing 
open^a  -window,  called  aloud  to  one  of  his  servants, 
•*  Jacques  !  apportez  moi  Fmette  ! "     A  little  spaniel 
was  brought  accordingly,  with  its  litter  of  young  ones 
in  a  basket,  and  there  was  no  chance  of  his  hearing 
another  word  about  Switzerland  or  liberty !     After 
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^8  rbl)tifif,  he  gave  up  the  idea  of  serving  his  coun- 
try as  a  pfolitician ;  and,  asking  for  his  passport  the 
nei^t  day,  made  the  best  of  his  way  home,  deter- 
initied  to  set  about  the  slow  work  of  elementary  re- 
fommtion,  by  a  better  mode  of  education,  and  to  per- 
severe in  it  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

It  is  now  upwards  of  twelve  years  since  Mr.  de 
F^enberg  undertook  to  systematize  domestic  edu- 
cation,: and  to  shew  on  a  large  scale  how  the  children 
of  the  poor  might  be  best  taught,  and  their  labour  at 
the  same  time  most  profitably  applied :  in  short,  how 
Ae  first  twenty  years  of  a  poor  man*s  life  niight  be 
so  employed  as  to  provide  both  for  his  support  and 
Ma  educati<xi.  The  peasants  in  his  neighbourhood 
were  at  first  rather  shy  of  trusting  their  children  for 
a  new  experiment ;  and  being  thus  obliged  to  take 
^s  pupils  where  he  could  find  them,  many  of  the 
earliest  were  the  sons  of  vagrants,  and  literally  picked 
up  on  the  highways :  this  is  the  case  with  one  or  two 
of  the  most  distinguished. 

He  had  very  soon,  however,  the  good  fortune  to 
find  an  excellent  co-operator  in  the  person  of  a 
young  man  of  the  name  of  Vehrly,  the  son  of  a 
adioohnaster  of  Thurgovia,  who,  coming  to  Hofwyl 
in  1809,  to  see  the  establishment,  and  inform  himself 
of  the  mode  of  teaching,  was  so  struck  with  the  plan 
i>f  the  School  of  Indiistry,  that  he  ofifered  his  son, 
tiien  about  eighteen,  as  an  assistant :  this  young  man 
devoted  himself  from  that  moment  to  the  undertaking. 
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Although  admitted  at  first  to  lb.  4e  FeU«nh^{g 
tabk,  ha  soon  left  it  for>that  of  his  pupiK  with  whow 
he  has  ever  sinoe  liyed  night  and  day.    Worl^gg 
with  th^Qi  in  the  fiekis,  their  play^feUcw  in  4bw 
hours  of  rdaxation,  and  learning  himself  \vliat  he  is 
to  teach  as  a  master ;  his  zi&al  has  not  cooled  a  wsh 
ment  during  a  trial  of  more  than  ten  years'  unremit- 
ting exertions,  under  the  guidance  of  his  patron,  and 
assisted  now  by  four  cdiier  masters.    The  number  of 
the  pupils  has  increased  successively  to  fbrty-tiiree: 
they  obey  him,  as  well  as  Mr.  de  FeUenfaerg,  eni- 
tfrely  fifom  love  and  a  s^Qse  of  duty :  punishment  has 
be^i  CHE^  infiicted  twice  since  the  beginning,  and 
their  treaEtmoit  is  nearly  that  of  children  under  the 
paternal  roof.    They  go  out  ^very  morning  to  their 
WG^k  soon  after  sun-«rise,  having  first  break&sted» 
and  received  a  lesson  of  about  half-ah-hour.    They 
return  at  nocm.    Dinner  takes  tfaem  half  an  hour,  a 
lesson  of  one  hour  foUows ;  tiien  to  work  again  till 
six  in  the  evening.     On  Sunday,  the  different  lessons 
take  six  hours  instead  of  two,  and  they  have  butc^ers'- 
meat  on  tihal  day  only.    They  are  divided  into  throe 
dashes,  according  to  age  and  strength ;  an  ei|^  is 
made  in  a  book  every  night  of  the  number  of  hours 
each  class  has  worked,  specifying  the  sort  of  labour 
done,  in  order  that  it  may  be  diarged  to  the  pnc^)er 
account,  eadi    particular   crop    having  an    accoimt 
opened  for  it,  as  well  as  every  new  building,  die  • 
live  stock,  the  madiines,  the  schools  themselves,  ^c. 
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In  winter,  and  wfamever  there  is  jio  oiAidMoarf^ 
woik,  the  boys  idait  straw  for  cbfdrs,  make  foaakals* 
saw  logs  with  the  cross-saw  and  split  thmi,  thitaAh 
and  wiiinow  com,  grind  cdouns,  knit  stoohttigs,  or 
assist  the  whedwright  and  other  artificers,  of  ^hoaa 
there  are  many  employe^  on  the  estaUiisfamant.  For 
all  whidi  dif^ent  sorts  of  labour  an  adequate  sabunf 
is  credited  to  each  boys'  class. 

I  have  been  furnished  with  the  «Mw«mt^  of  tks 
Bchool  Qf  IndMstryy  from  its  origin  to  the  SDth  of 
June,  1818.  It  appears  that,  at  the  end  of  the  fomtdi 
year,  (June,  18180  the  average  number  oC  boys 
being  twenty-two,  Mr.  de  Fellenherg  was  in  adrsiOfie 
three  thousand  four  hundred  Swiss  livres ;  in  June, 
1818,  his  advances  were  twelve  thousand  two  him- 
dred  and  ninety-three,  equal  to  seven  hundred  and 
My  pounds  sterling;  the  average  munb^  of  piq^ 
duiing  all  this  time  had  been  thirty-nine.  Upon  the 
whole,  each  boy  cost  him  thr^e  pounds  eight  sl»lHngs 
stealing  ayear. 

Hie  fatal  consequences  of  defective  and  erroeaoiis 
information,  especially  among  the  lower  and  most 
numerous  classes,  and  the  diffioi^ty  of  le^i^iblishing 
the  tmth  in  time  to  oounteract  the  e/Secta  of  ^rraar, 
have  been  sufficiently  ex^nplified  in  our  times ;  and 
indiscriioiniate  reading,  particularly  of  common  news- 
papers, may  be  thought  not  much  better  than  no 
*  reading  at  all.  But,  even  upon  this  principle,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  dispute  the  advantages  of  that 
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sort  of  tMching  which  the  school  at  Hofwyl  undeft* 
takes  to  give.  The  boys  never  see  a  newspaper, 
«id  scarcely  a  book;  they  are  taught,  ctt?^  voce,  a 
iew  matters  of  &ct,  and  rules  of  practical  applicati(xi : 
the  rest  of  their  education  consists  chiefly  in  inch- 
oating habits  of  industry,  frugality,  veracity,  docility, 
and  mutual  kindness,  by  means  ci  good  example, 
rather  than  precepts ;  and,  above  all,  by  the  absence 
of  bad  example.  It  has  been  said  of  the  Bell  aiKl 
Lancaster  schools,  that  the  good  they  do  is  mostly 
negative :  they  take  children  out  of  the  streets,  em- 
ploy them  in  a  harmless  sort  of  mental  sport  t^i^o  or 
three  hours  in  the  day,  exercise  their  understanding 
gently  and  pleasantly,  and  accustom  them  to  order 
aiKi  rule,  without  compulsion.  Now,  what  these 
schools  undertake  to  do  for  a  few  hours  of  each  week, 
during  one  or  two  years  of  a  boy*s  [life,  the  School 
of  Industry  does  incessantly,  during  the  whole  course 
of  his  youth ;  providing,  at  the  same  time,  for  his 
whole  physical  maintenance,  at  a  rate,  which  must  be 
denned  excessively  cheap  for  any  but  the  very  lowest 
of  people. 

Whatever  the  objection  against  popular  learning 
may  be,  it  is  well  worth  observing,  that  the  experi- 
ment never  has  been  tried  with  the  class  of  country 
labourers,  but  only  in  towns,  where  teadbing  of  some 
sort  is  within  the  reach  of  the  commc»i  people,  toge- 
ther with  books  and  newspapers,  The  character  and 
circumstances  of  these  two  classes  of  peoj^e,  however, 
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are  obviously  very  diffBceiit  The  one,  crowded  in  a 
narrow  q>ace,  in  daily  ccmtact  with  vice  and  proAi** 
gacy,  exposed  to  alternate  penury  and  abundamge, 
over-worked  at  times,  quite  idle  at  others,  is  alwaiytf 
disposed  to  be  turbul^rt,  dissolute,  aad  rapacious; 
the  facility  of  communication  serves  often  to  pnqp^ 
gate  Ms^ood,  and  almost  always  to  stimulate  jea? 
lousy  and  discontent :  the  seeds  of  learning  scattered 
over  sudi  a  soil,  must  be  expected  to  produce  some 
noxious  weeds  along  with  their  more  wholesome 
increase.  Peasants,  on  the  contrary,  are  by  nature 
an  inert  race,  slow  and  enduring,  unapt  to  combiji^ 
and  act  upon  a  plan;  they  always  were,  in  mo^ 
republics,  the  suhgects  of  townsmen;  their  solitfu^ 
labour  precludes  the  communication  of  ideas,  blunted 
already  by  the  sameness  and  simplicity  of  their  lives. 
Providence  regulates  their  reasons,  and  s^ds  them 
good  and  bad  harvests ;  there  is  no  combining  against 
such  a  master.  These  people  .want  stimulants,  ad 
the  others  want  to  be  calmed  and  repressed ;  and  it 
would  rather  seem,  that  knowledge  and  new  idea0> 
considered  as  mere  excitements,  and  independently 
of  their  intrinsic  value,  axe  of  &x  more  importaoeie  to 
the  one  than  the  other ;  and  that  one  of  the  hs^est 
thoughts  the  genius  of  utility  ever  suggested,  was  thyt 
of  rendering  the  labours  of  the  fields  subservient 
to  education,  and  placing  a  school  at  the  tail  of  a 
plough. 
The  demand  for  childrm's  labocur  m  manufacturing 
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didtriets  cfidedurages  populolioii  bsymGl  the  p^manenfc 
and  safe  means  of  subsistenoe;  and  tfae  Ho£n*yl 
9cb&Bke  might  be  UaUb  to  the  sacae  objeetkm*  if  it 
held  out  to  parents  the  flakteriiigim)8pect  of  gratuitoos 
mahttenance  ffx  their  childtea:  but*  facts  do  not  yet 
warrant  the  ei^pectaticm  of  stacfa  instktuticxffi  beuig  abte 
vrhoUy  to  defray  their  cost.  Althoogh  an  expense  of 
three  or  four  pouncb'  sterikig  a^year  is  not  miK^,  com- 
pared ^th  the  objedt  attained,  sliU  it  is  beyond  the 
reach  of  most  poor  people;  so  that  the  gveatest 
beneit  of  such  esti^idmients  must  result  less  ftom 
tiM»r  actual  operation  on  tibose  who  attend  tfaem^  than 
from  the  indirect  influence  of  their  examf^e,  and  the 
comparisons  they  ^uggese.  Yotrag  men,  brought  up 
at  HofwyU  must  obtahfi  surii  a  decided  prefereniae.  in 
a&  oompeUtion  for  employm^ite^  that  par^xts  vfS&  in 
.tittle  be^  indaced'to  knikate^.  iii  tb^  respectivi^&iatif^ 
lies,  tte  succMi^d  process  of  thi^  Soht^l  tf  IndiMirg^ 
tfeee  ii^HMKse  of  which  ivodd  thus  extend  &r  bejicmd 
its  local  >ted^il»|£an.  Nbr  is-tUs  psrefiomsMc^aniatter 
ci  m&r&  inference  or  suppositknti/  Mr«  dei FeUeoiK^g 
hks  always  apjdicatiotis  fer  twice  the  nisnbw  of  lads 
in  ^s  sdoyod,  wl»  mlglit  be  advantageously  pddi^ed 
ataiiy  time,  if  their  patrbni  thought  thttm  suffici^ntfy 
(palled,  aDd  if  it  was  tight  for  thepi  to  lea^ethe 
ettablishment  bdbreit  isTMtmnemted  by  their  labom\ 
Twoi  oitly  of  the  pupite  have  ieft  H6fwyl,  for  a  piaecr, 
before  the^end  of  their  time;  and  one,  with  life,  de 
Fbtteiiberg?s.  leav^  IS  beoool^  dnief  managbr  icrf^  the 


immense  estates  of  CoDite  Abaffy,  in  Himgary,  wsd 
has,  it  is  said,  douUed  it&  proceeds  by  the  imi»*oved 
ttiethods  of  httsbaxidry  he  has  introduced  This  young 
man,  whdse  name  is  Madorly,  was  originaMy  a  beg*- 
gar-boy,  and  not  particularly  distinguished  at  sdioo)". 
Anottier  directs  a  school  established  near  Zurieb, 
and  acquits  himself  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his 
employers. 

We  diafl  now  proceed,  however,  to  lay  be^e  oltf 
readers  a  more  detailed  account  of  t^e  internal  um- 
nagement  of  the  School  of  Industry.  The  lessons  are 
given  mofitiy  vio4  eoee,  and  various  questions  conti- 
nually interposed,  respecting  measures  of  capacity, 
laigth,  and  weight,  and  their  fracti^iai  parts;  ^ 
cubic  contents  of  a  piece  of  timber,  or  of  a  stack  of 
hay ;  the  time  necessary  to  perJForm  any  partici^ 
lar  task,  under  such  or  such  cironnstances ;  the 
efbets  of  gravitation ;  the  laws  of  mechanics ;  rales  ^ 
grammar,  and  different  parts  of  speech,  Sre.  The 
boy »  endeavour  to  find  the  solution  of  arithmetical  and 
nmthematical  probl^s  without  writing,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  ptoceed  witili  the  mechanical  processes  m 
which  they  may  happento  be  engaged.  Away&e^th^ 
difficulties  with  which  tliey  are  thu«  made  to  gfttj^W, 
is  it  were,  without  a^istieince,  they  are  the  more  sett- 
sible  of  the  value  of  titose  scientific  short  cutis,  whitfe 
carry  you  in  the  dark  indeed,  but  safely  and  speedily 
to  your  journey's  end ;  and  the  more  delighted  with 
their  beauty  sis  well  as  their  use,  they  acquire  the 
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rationale  of  tiie  things  together  with  the  practice ;  th^ 
understandings  are  exercised,  and  their  attention  kept 
awake.  None  of  them  are  ever  seen  to  kx>k  inattentive 
or  tired^  although  just  returned  from  their  day's  labour 
in  the  fields.  Contrivance,  and  some  d^ee  of  diffir 
cuhy  to  overcome,  is  a  necessary  condition^  it  would 
seem,  of  our  enjoyments.  The  prince,  whose  game  is 
driven  towards  him  in  crowds,  and  who  fires  at  it  with 
guns  put  ready-baded  into  his  hands,  is  incomparably 
so(»ier  tired  of  his  sport,  than  he  who  beats  the  bushes 
all  day  for  a  shot. 

The  pupils  are  not  always,  questioned,  but,  in  their 
turn,  propose  questions  to  themaster,  and  difficulties  to 
be  solved,  whidi  they  do,  sometimes,  with  considerable 
ingenuity.  They  draw  ouUines  of  maps  from  memory, 
exhibiting  the  principal  towns,  rivers,  and  chains  of 
mountains ;  they  also  draw,  in  perspective,  all  sorts  of 
machines  for  agriculture ;  and  are  very  fond  of  tryiqg, 
chemically,  die  different  sorts  of  soil,  having  tables  of 
them  very  well  arranged.  The  Bible  is  read  aloud  on 
stated  days,  and  such  books  as  Jjcomrd  and  Gertrude 
of  Pestalozzi,  the  small  book  of  Want  and  Assistance, 
Robinson  Crusoe  of  Campe,  the  work  of  Zollikofer  of 
Leipsic,  the  Helvetic  Mirror  of  Honour,  by  StierUn,  Sfc. , 
and  others  of  the  same  sort,  of  which  the  German  laa- 
guage  abounds.  Their  music  is  of  the  simplest  sort ; 
Vehrly  writes  down  the  notes  on  a  black  board ; .  th^ 
pupils  copy  them  in  their  books ;  they  sing  each  part, 
separately  first,  and  then  together,  in  general,  very  cor- 
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reedy,  and  in  good  taste.  A  disagreeable  voice  wiO 
probably  remain  so;  but  Vehrly  rejoaarks,  he  never 
knew  an  instance  of  a  bad  ear  which  practice  could 
not  render  perfect.  Musical  talents  are  very  common 
among  the  peasants  of  German  Switzerland ;  their 
lakes,  their  woods,  and  mountains,  resound  with  such 
concerts  of  voices  as  fill  the  eyes  of  the  traveller  with 
involuntary  tears,  if  he  is  capable  of  being  moved  with 
the  "  concord  of  sweet  sounds." 

The  boys  go  through  the  military  exercise  once  a 
week,  so  as  to  appear  respectably  in  the  ranks  of  the 
militia,  when  they  shall  leave  the  establishment.  Va- 
rious gymnastic  games  are  also  practised  occasionally ; 
but  mental  exertions  accord  better  with  rest  after  la- 
bour, though  some,  naturally  arising  from  labour  itself, 
may  be  carried  on  as  well  in  the  fields  as  on  the  benches 
of  the  school. 

Some  of  these  acquirements  may  be  thought  un- 
necessary for  country  labourers,  and  they  are  so  in 
some  degree ;  but  a^  all  events  they  do  no  harm« 
provided  they  do  not  encroach  on  indispensable 
employments.  This  is  an  experiment,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  shew  how  much  may  be  done  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  poor  and  their  support  at  least  cost ;  and 
the  more  implies  the  less.  If  it  should  be  found  that 
some  of  the  learning  had  better  be  spared  for  the  sake 
of  economy,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  bring  earnings 
and  charges  nearer  to  a  par,  it  is  a  comfort  to  know 
that  so  much  remains  to  come  and  to  go  upon.   It  may 
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be  asked.idiere  are  masters  like  Vehriy  tobe  found,  able 
and  willing  to  teach  and  play  and  labour ;  to  guide  the 
plough,  and  lead  the  choral  band  with  equal  zeal ;  and 
just  wise  enough  to  follow  the  instructions  of  the  di- 
recting spirit,  without  introducing  any  schemes  of  their 
own  ?  It  certainly  wiU  not  be  easy,  and  yet  less  diffi- 
cult now,  than  it  was  at  first,  since  the  pupils  of  Vehriy 
may  be  expected  to  i^pply  scxne  individuals  lik^  himself, 
and  these  others.  He  is  by  no  means  a  man  of  extra- 
ordinary talents,  but  simply  a  zealous,  conscientious, 
and  rational  substitute,  or  agent.  In  ordef  to  encou- 
rage the  attachment  to  property,  acquired  by  our  own 
industry,  the  pupils  are  allowed  certain  emolumetU^, 
such  as  the  proceeds  of  the  seeds  they  cdlectj  some 
jpart  of  their  gleanings,  and  what  they  raise  in  a  ^afl 
garden  of  their  own ;  all  which  accumulates  and  forms 
a  fund  for  the  time  of  their  going  away.  No  ambitious 
views  are  fostered  by  this  mode  of  training  the  poorest 
class,  beyond  that  of  being  good  husbandmen*  The 
paip^  of  the  School  of  Industry  are  not  raised  above 
their  station ;  but  their  station,  dignified  and  improve^, 
is  raised  to  them.  It  has  been  remarked  before,  ibsA 
men,  born  in  the  poorest  class  of  society,  constituted  as 
it  IS  at  present,  especially  those  who  subsist,  in  part, 
c«i  public  charity,  find  it  almost  as  diflBicult  to  get  out  rf 
their  dependent  situation  as  a  Hindoo  to  leave  his  cast, 
Icept  down  as  they  are,  by  a  sort  of  inbred  ignorance 
and  improvidence ;  and,  above  all,  by  their  nsoltitude, 
"which  is  one^  the  W4Drst  ooosequenoes  of  that  kr^o- 
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iddencSi  Ilielugherandlliiddlia^TaiiksficamelyJto^ 
up  liieiriiutBherg  any  wbete,  wliikt&idiipUntiQngote 
on  Unrestrained  by  any  consid^eratioiK^pnid^Qe,  pea- 
jdBely  kTQoag  those  whb  are  laart  able  to  support  a  &* 
mily .  The  poor  may,  in  the  bitterness  of  want^  endhiOx 
against  taxes  aild  ill  government,  and  certainly  not 
always  without  reason ;  but  the  worst  govem&^nit  is 
their  own,  of  themsehres.  Whbn  five  laboUrets  depend 
for  a  conxfortable  subsistence  on  getting  a  piece  of 
wOik,  whidi  can  be  performed  by  foilr,  thdir  CoiSfort 
and  their  independ^ioe  too  ate  in  no  little  dhngei' ;  but 
both  are  irrecoverably  lost^  if  they  should  vnWarily 
doubid  theijr  numbers.  Wcf  Inay  dervke  tegislatif  e 
daecks  oa  populaticm,  and  ceSl  to  our  aid  eyen  war  abd 
^Boigratioas  but  the  most  powerful  remediies  wiU 
prore  but  palliatives,  and  nothing  will  do  after  aU 
but  individual  pndence  fand  practical  morality :  now 
this  is  psedsely  what  is  mea»t  to  be  iiioulcated  in 
tin  School  of  Industry.  The  praeticability  of  the 
scheme^  I  thinks  is  demonstrated^  and  the  extent  of  ap- 
plication is  uilder  experiment  ^  tod  all  who  care  for  the 
^B&ce  atidhappidess  of  mankind  should  pray  f^vently 
fiiT  its  filiocess.  Mt,  di  Fellenberg  ia  od  the  point  cf 
establishiiig  a  second  sdiooi  of  thd  pti&c  in  &e  neigb- 
bourhood  of  Hofviryl,  wholly  independent  ofthefirM. 

Agiicoitural  labour  is  not  the  biAy  oceupatioa  Which 
can  be  made  the  base  of  such  an  edtK!^icMi ;  mamf- 
fiKtuti$f  with  all  their  disadtantages^  might  answer  the 
fmptme^  provided  thc»  children  w^e  not  co11eoted.tQ»- 
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gather  in  vast  numb^s  in  the  same  rooms  ;  provided 
they  were  mider  the  care  of  intelligent  and  kind  mas- 
ters and  overseers,  and  were  allowed  gardens  of  their 
own,  and  a  certain  number  of  hours  each  day  to  work 
in  them,  or  take  exercise  in  the  open  air ;  all  whidi 
must  abridge  necessarily  the  time  allotted  to  produc- 
tive labour,  or  to  learning.  One  of  the  great  advan- 
tages of  husbandry  is,  that  it  affords  sufficient  exercise, 
aoid  leaves  more  time  for  mental  improvemait. 

Such  of  Vehrly's  pupils  as  have  a  turn  for  any  of  the 
trades  in  demand  at  Hofwyl,  wheelwright,  carpenter, 
smith,  tailor,  or  shoemaker,  are  allowed  to  apply  to 
them.  These  boys  will  leave  the  institution  at  the  age 
of  one-and-twenty,  understanding  agriculture  better 
than  any  peasants  ever  did  before,  besides  being  prac- 
tically acquainted  with  a  trade,  and  with  «a  share  of 
learning  quite  unprecedented  among  the  same  class  of 
people,  and  yet  as  hard-working  and  abstemious  as 
any  of  them,  and  with  the  best  moral  habits  said  [nin- 
etples ;  it  seems  impossible  to  desire  or  imagine  a 
better  condition  of  the  peasantry.  The  trainijiig  fbf 
the  rich  may  appear  to  some  more  objectionable,  but 
the  ends,  at  least,  are  equally  laudable ;  and  the  ^ni- 
^ness  with  which  they  are  pursued  can  sacredly  &ul 
to  do  good. 

November  20. — I  Irft  Berne  early  this  morning  to 
return  to  Geneva  by  Fribourg,  Gmy^roj  and  the 
Valais;  The  vast  circumference  of  antique  walls. )smd 
tobers  which  Fribowrg  presents,  the  rock  hollowed 
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into  numerous  caverns  upon  which  it  is  built,  and  dM 
river  which  encompasses  the  whble,  give  it  a  very 
istriking  appearance,  with  which  th^  meanness  of  the 
interior  does  not  correspond.  It  was  fair-day;  thd 
Streets  were  encumbered  with  a  ndsy  chattering 
fcrowd  of  buyers  and  sellers,  of  beggars  and  mohto; 
and  idlers.  The  dirt,  the  Madonnas,  the  colosfiwJ 
crucifixes,  strongly  recalled  Italy.  This  town  is  sd 
exactly  oh  the  limits  of  the  Gallic  and  Grermamo 
idioms,  that  one  half  of  the  inhabitants  do  not  under* 
titand  the  other.  A  lime  tree  in  the  town  wafil 
jplanted  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Morat,  (1476,) 
the  trunk  is  twenty  feet  in  circumference ;  last  year, 
in  a  very  violent  storm,  the  branches  were  mudi 
shattered,  but  the  wounds,  I  observed,  had  be^ 
dressed  with  proper  care,  and  the  tree  will  yet  survive 
many  generations  of  men  ;  under  its  shade,  in  form<^ 
times,  judges  used  to  hold  their  sittings. 

The  rock  which  serves  as  a  base  to  the  town  is  a 
Soft  sand  stone,  so  easily  cut  that  it  has  been  perforated 
with  innumerable  holes  and  niches.  Mr.  Ebel  speafc* 
of  one,  which  seems  a  marvel  of  the  kind,  being  a 
church,  or  rather  the  mould  of  a  church,  four  hundred 
feet  long,  dug  out  by  two  individuals  in  the  space  of  t^at 
years  (1670  to  1680;)  the  steeple  is  eighty  feet  high. 

The  torpid  tendency  of  the  Bernese  institutions  is 
Said  to  be  much  more  marked  at  Fribourg;  a  spirit, 
eminently  exclusive,  closing  the  door  against  new 
tnen  and  new  ideas,*  secures  the  reign  of  privileged 
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nediocfity.  Some  Friboiirgeois  adaiittii»t  th^y  sum 
qsufih  m  arrihn,  but  ooioliMt  theiMelvea  with  the  idea» 
fi^J  Sohurei  en  est  encore  t^ub  hitel  The  governmeol 
iMWQvm'r  pennitted,  in  1818,  the  egtablishmept  oi  ft 
K^iool  for  the  poor,  in  imtation  erf  th^t  at  Hofwyl,  bw4 
pn  too  9mall  a  piece  pf  ground ;  and  although  th^ 
twQoty  boys  in  it  ^w  well  brought  up^  yet  thw 
labour  oot  being  uaefiilly  applied,  one  of  the  two 
gcwt  objects  in  yiew,  tbirt  of  a  gmtuitoua  or  of  a  very 
cheap  iKlueatioii»  i^  not  attained.  About  the  e^m^ 
t»Qe»  Fniher  Qerwrd,  a  oor^/f>r,  intrurted  with  the  de^ 
partment  of  public  sqhoc^s  in  the  eanton,  organized  w 
MtubUshment  which  h^s  acquired  considerable  repur 
tfttion.  Being  introduced  to  him  by  one  of  the  magisr 
tiates,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  learning  his  views  frcm 
himaelf»  whiqh  appeared  to  me  very  much  those  of  Pe»^ . 
taloizi }  with  this  di^rence,  th?it,  at  Yverdun,  calcu-* 
lation  is  the  nmin  subject  upon  which  the  mental  facul- 
ti^  are  exerted,  here  phUolc^.  PJire  Gerard  believes, 
and  I  think  very  justly,  that  the  philosophy  of  laur 
guage  presents  a  greater  and  more  v^ied  field  tq  the 
}x\^mxk  underitajpding  th^n  the  ei^act  scieno^ ;  takii;^ 
Fenelon  and  iRoUin  for  his  gui<^s,  his  objeot  is  less  tp 
•adorn  than  to  regulate  Wid  to  purify  th^  mind^  en<i0«- 
raging,  at  the  aaaae  time,  tbut  sort  of  pi^ty  which  sso 
eminently  distinguished  the  ArGfehishop  of  Cwftbray- 
^  Plaofcs  canome  nous  eoiwaee,"  h^  said.  "  entrej  we 
feligion  myst^rieuse  qui  nous  dit  cpojfia^  et  un  siqb^ 
MlrtAriAl  qui  nous  dit  wy^b^-e'est  m  voy^nt  quU  giut 
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apprendxe  k  croire!"  The  school  costs  govemm^it 
two  hundred  pounds  sterling  a  year.  There  are  four 
hundred  boys  employed  five  hours  a  day,  according  tp 
the  Bell  and  Lancaster  methods,  frora  the  age  of  six  tQ 
fourteen,  when  they  are  apprenticed  to  a  trade,  They 
like  the  school,  it  is  said,  learn  quicUy,  and  thosQ 
whose  time  is  cut  give  much  satisfactioa,  A  school 
for  girls,  on  the  same  principles,  is  organized  and  con^ 
ducted  gratuitously,  in  a  convent  of  Duns  of  the  towUf  ^ 
and  has  about  as  many  scholars  as  the  other, 

P^re  Gerard  is  a  dever  man,  plain  and  unaffected, 
and  whose  address  is  very  prepossessing.    I  had  con* 
eeived  the  most  &.vourable  opinion  of  his  establish* 
ment,  and  went  to  see  it  the  next  day,  with  the  same 
gentlemsui  who  had  introduced  me  to  him.     We  foim4 
the  first  and  most  numerous  class  a  scene  of  confusion, 
three-fourths  of  the  children  were  idling  away  theif 
time,  and  withal  looking  very  tired;  a  few  monitors 
had  a  circle  round  them.  The  second  and  third  classes, 
less  numerous,  and  therefore  less  disorderly,  were  y^ 
too  like  the  first;   in  the  fourth  were  about  twentjp 
scholars,  forming  groups  about  their  monitors,  who 
proposed  questions  rather  insignificant,  out  of  papers 
in  their  hands,  and  received  answers  whijcb  appeared 
kamt  by  heart,   Pere  Gerard  himself  did  not  appear, 
I  was  told  that  the  recent  removal  of  the  school  to  the 
house  where  I  found  it,  was  the  caus^  of  the  disorder 
prevailing;  but  I  can  only  speak  of  what  I  saw,  which 
diSbted  in  no  respect  from  the  old  hackneyed  way  of 
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schools.  The  Jesuits  have  lately  gained  a  great  tic- 
tory  here,  and  established  themselves  in  spite  of  tiw 
minority  in  the  council,  and  the  majority  among  the 
people  of  the  canton,  who  did  not  wish  to  have  them; 
they  certainly  will  meddle  with  education,  and  a  littlQ 
competition  might  usefully  stimulate  Pere  Grerard*s 
theory.  The  pure  desire  to  do  good  generally  re? 
quires  a  little  worldly  alloy  to  make  it  useful,  and  emu- 
lation may  probably  be  the  least  objectionable.  The 
Jesuits  of  former  times  were  well-informed  and  able 
men,  whose  ambition  had  not  self  for  its  object,  but 
the  order;  their  devotedness  knew  no  bounds,  and  was 
not  restrained  by  any  scruples;  the  modem  Jesuita 
sent  here  may  have  the  devotedness,  but  certainly  not 
the  talents ;  they  have  been  called  Capucins  a  cheval. 

From  Fribourg  to  Bale,  six  hours,  the  country  is  the 
finest  imaginable,  one-half  of  it  being  a  forest,  which, 
picturesque  as  it  certainly  is,  appears  strange  in  a 
country  where  the  want  of  com  is  habitually  felt 
Building-stone  is  everywhere  at  hand,  yet  houses, 
bams,  enclosurfes,  are  all  made  of  wood;  this  sub- 
stance is  as  exclusively  used  as  in  the  back  woods  of 
America. 

The  castle  of  Gruyfere,  which  either  gave  its  name 
to,  or  received  it  from,  the  valley,  (unless,  whidi  is 
more  probable,  the  valley,  as  an  inhabited  coimtry^ 
and  the  castle  be  considered  as  coeval,)  stands  on  an. 
insulated  mound,  its  embattled  walls  gracefiilly  sweep-» 
ing  round  the  brow  of  the  rock;  it  was  the  residence 
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and  strong  hold  of  the  last  princely  fiunily  which  sur* 
vired  the  emancipation  of  Switzerland,  and  was  finally 
dispossessed  by  its  creditors  in  1554 — an  undignified 
termination  to  eight  or  ten  centuries  of  greatness. 
The  castle,  in  good  preservation  still,  is  the  bailli's 
residence.  I  did  not  go  up  to  it,  but  heard  the  great 
hall  described,  where  the  ox  used  to  be  slaughtered, 
roasted,  and  served  up ;  the  sink  where  the  blood  ran 
being  still  seen  in  the  embrasure  of  the  only  window ; 
the  vast  chimney,  the  high  and  narrow  projection  of 
the! wall  all  round  the  hall  where  the  valorous  knights 
of  the  coiut  of  Gruyere,  dad  in  armour,  half  sat,  half 
stood,  at  the  long  table  parallel  to  the  wall,  and  eat 
the  ox.  But  a  few  years  ago,  the  chamber  of  jthe 
peint  forte  et  duroy  where  the  torture  was  still  occa- 
sionally inflicted,  long  after  the  sovereignty  had  pass- 
ed to  republicans,  was  likewise  seen.  Madame  la 
Baillive  had  made  it  her  dressing-room,  or  at  least  her 
dressing-room  was  the  way  to  the  chamber. 

The  valley  of  Gruyere  is  famous,  even  in  Switzer- 
land, for  its  breed  of  cows,  and  the  reputation  of  its 
dieese  extends  very  far>  although  much  of  what  is 
sold  under  the  name,  made  in  the  Jura,  is  of  inferior 
quality.  Notwithstanding  the  very  fine  and  mild  wea- 
ther, the  cattle  had  all  left  the  mountain  on  the  legal 
day,  (9th  of  October,  when  the  summer  leaves  end,) 
and  were  ranging  at  liberty  on  the  level  meadows  of 
the  valley,  some  black  and  white,  but  the  greater 
part  of  a  reddish-brown,  as  large  as  the  Milanese 
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eows»  tiie  horn  much  less,  ^nd  the  coat  not  ^  smooth ; 
but  while  the  Milanese  cows  give  so  little  milk,  these 
are  rackcmed  to  yield  twraty-finur  English  quarts  a 
day  the  first  three  months,  twelve  the  next  three 
months,  six  the  next,  and  are  three  months  dry  ;  the 
price  of  milk  is  two  batz,  or  three-pence  sterling,  a 
pot,  equal  to  three  English  quarts :  oowb  here  are  oc-* 
casionally  yoked  to  the  ]^ugh  or  waggon,  and  not 
deemed  the  worse  for  the  labour.  The  pastures  and 
the  cattle  rarely  belong  to  the  same  person.  The  young 
eattle,  scarcdy  shewing  yet  the  incipient  horning, 
often  cbrew  near  to  look  at  us  as  we  passed,  then 
bounding  joycAisly  away,  pursued  each  other  ac^rosa 
the  pasture.  The  breed  of  hogs  might  be  deemed 
fine,  I  presume,  without  pretending  tp  be  a  cannoisaeur^ 
by  an  English  faxniei'-'^-straight  backs,  thick  necks, 
round  bodies,  and  short  legs,  of  a  remarkably  bright^ 
fed  cokmr.  The  king  of  Prussia  lately  bought  here  a 
fine  herd  of  cows  and  two  bulls,  which  cost  him  ten 
louis  a  head. 

One  of  the  hamlets  we  passed  had  heen  burnt  to 
the  ground  thirty  years  ago,  and  re^built ;  a  circum- 
stance I  learned  from  the  following  inscription,  neatly 
carved,  in  French,  over  the  front  of  one  of  the  houses, 
vij. :  Lis  troisfrhnny  Jecm^  Pierre^  et  ^ — »,  ont  bdii  ceto 
mmson^em  la  mriniendmicei  de  Pierre  ;  et  c'e^  h  premier 
idifim  remonti  aprba  le  grand  incencHe  de  1791 !  I  could 
not  help  smiling  at  the  little  feeling  of  vanity  evinced 
by  this  ifnsenption. 
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The  guide  I  had  taki^OL  at  IMle  spcdce  very  good 
Frendbi»  and  I  found,  on  inquiry,  he  had  Hvod  twdre 
years  in  Paris^  a  comtnUsimnairt  at  the  corner  of  the 
Palais  Royal ;  when  having  made  some  money,  he  re* 
turned  to  his  own  country  to  enjoy  it,  and  be  oomJbrt* 
able  the  rest  of  bis  days ;  a  project  which,  however^ 
ymt  a  little  deranged  by  the  unlucky  circumstance  of 
having  brought  a  Paiiaian  wife  along  with  him,  to 
whom  aU  the  ruwecBua  of  the  valley  of  Gruy^re  cannot 
make  up  for  those  ahe  was  accustomed  to  see  running 
into  the  common  sewer  of  the  rue  FVoidmcndMU  she 
inhabited* 

From  Mont  Bovon  we  b^an  a  long  and  steep 
ascent  of  three  hours  to  the  Dent  de  Jaman,  amidst 
the  ruins  of  the  mountain,  confusedly  hurled  together ; 
magnificent  beech  and  pines  anchored  their  huge 
roots  among  them,  and  their  heads  were  generaUy 
Mattered  by  the  weight  of  the  snows  of  many  winters. 
The  narrow  ridge  at  the  summit  of  the  mountain  pre- 
sented in  retrospect  the  valley  we  had  just  left,  with 
its  green  recesses  and  woody  kndls,  hamlets  emboN 
Qomed  in  trees,  and  curling  wreaths  of  smoke  over 
them ;  a  Utile  sequestered  world,  obscare  and  peaoe» 
ful;  while,  turning  round,  a  vast  and  lucid  fidkl  spm 
peared  before  us.  It  was  not  the  lake  of  Geneva 
pic^ily,  but  a  low  white  vapour,  perfectly  level,  and 
coveiing  it  from  shore  to  shore,  so  smooth  and  sq 
dense,  as  to  reflect  the  surrounding  moui^ins ;  a  sin- 
gi^br  ^SkdL  1   shonkl  not  have  supposed  possible. 
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The  most  conispicuous  of  these  mountains  were  the 
prodigious  group  over  MeiUerie  and  St.  Gingoulph, 
hiding  Mc»int  Blanc  itself,  which  scarcely  overtopped 
it  The  dark  recess  on  the  left,  in  the  blue  haze  of 
distance,  was  the  Valais,  changed  into  the  appearance 
of  a  deep  and  narrow  bay,  by  the  same  low  fog.  The 
lofty  ramparts  on  each  side  bore  fields  of  ice,  whidi 
had  survived  the  heat  of  summer,  and  the  bright  ex- 
panse of  which  was  not  yet  hid  by  this  winter's 
snows.  Just  before  us,  we  had  an  easy  slope,  car- 
peted down  with  green,  like  a  dressed  English  lawn, 
divided  into  knolls  by  the  deep  channels  of  mountain* 
streams,  heard,  but  not  seen,  through  tlie  dark  groves 
of  pmes  overgrowing  their  sides-  Far  below  us,  light 
white  bodies,  like  carded  cotton,  traversed  before  the 
wind  the  wide  lawn,  and  as  we  came  down  to  this 
region  of  clouds,  and  were  by  moments  involved  in 
them,  I  was  surprised  to  find  tliem  not  denser  than  a 
common  fog,  although  they  looked  so  thick  and  solid 
firom  a  distance.  Now  and  then  we  met  with  a  chalet, 
vrith  its  ashen  grove,  and  innumerable  herds  of  cattle, 
of  the  fine  breed  already  described,  grazing  at  large, 
and  shaking  their  large  sonorous  bells  in  harmony. 
The  temperature  had  changed  many  degrees  the  mo- 
ment we  had  got  on  the  sunny  side  of  the  mountain. 
It  took  us  two  hours  to  reach  Montreux,  by  a  zig-zag 
path,  varied  with  every  beauty  nature  can  bestow. 

I  have  been  very  fortunate  in  the  weather,  which  is 
ramly  so  fine,,  and  for  so  long  a  time,  at  thi&  advanoect 
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season  of  the  year.  J  called,,  soon  after  my  arrival, 
on  Mr.  Bridel,  minister  of  this  village,  for  whom  I  had  a 
letter;  we  had  tea,  very  generally  used  in  Switzerland^ 
and  I  found  him  a  cheerful,  sensible  man,  well  versed 
in  the  history  of  his  own  country,  and  full  of  liistorical 
anecdotes.  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  ccmsult,  and 
have  got  much  information  from  his  Comertdteur 
Suisse.  Speaking  of  his  canton  (the  Canton  de  Vaud,) 
I  learned  from  him,  that  out  of  about  three  thousand 
«uits  at  law,  annually  instituted,  about  the  two-thirds 
are  compromised,  through  the  means  of  their  country 
justices  of  the  peace.  Capital  condemnations  very 
rarely  occur;  and  the  penitentiaries  contain  only 
seventy  or  eighty  prisoners— one-fourth  of  the  number 
WiOTien.  Twenty-eight  thousand  children,  of  both 
sex^s,  frequent  the  public  schools ;  the  enseignement 
mutuel  has  lately  been  introduced ;  the  comparative 
results  are  as  follows : 

By  «h«  Old  metbod.  By  the  New  method. 

40  out  of  100  read  well  .     .     .     .     DO\r  50  out  of  100 

37  ditto  wrote  well 59         ditto 

21         ditto  understand  orthography    .     80         ditto 

15         ditto  arithmetic 31         ditto 

38  ditto  knew  their  catechism  well     49        ditto 

Four  thousand  five  hundred  births  a-year  keep  up  a 
population  of  one  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand 
souls.  When  giving  an  account  of  the  rate  of  the 
mutual  insurance  of  houses  in  the  Canton  de  Vaud, 
managed  gratuitously  by  the  government,  I  said,  by 
xmistake,  it  cost  one  per  thousand,  but  it  is  one  quarter 
per  thousand,  or  :^th  per>  cent. 
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TOdng  a  boat  ibt  mxi  day,  I  orMsifd  tke  faik«  of 
Ometa,  Mill  oovi^mi  with  the  satoe  pMmdMttt  str^^twi 
<^  vapour^  80  low»  that  if  this  stoaU  boat  had  had  a  maiM, 
I  bdiere  the  sun,  of  which  we  could  jUM  mai^k  tlifc 
|fla<^»  would  hare  shone  bright  on  the  top  of  it. 

I  landed  par  hazard  ahnodt  at  the  foot  of  the  todt^ 
Ci  MeUlirie.  There  was  only  a  path  ^dong  thid  dide 
of  the  lake,  till  Imperial  France  made  to  this  ooimtry 
the  fat^  present  of  a  military  road  to  the  Sitl^n. 
The  faciHties  and  temptations  it  will  present  to^die 
belligerem  powers  in  Euro^  in  their  futura  wart, 
changes  altogether  the  political  situation  of  Swtttsw- 
land.  The  landscapes  on  the  two  sides  are  as  d^BiUf- 
^itA  as  possible  ftom  each  other,  and  as  to  immediate 
objects,  wholly  in  favour  of  this*  At  the  foot  <rf  bdd 
rodkB,  the  most  picturesque  of  all  trees,  the  chestnut, 
'fling  their  horizontal  limbs  over  the  lake,  and  fishe^ 
men,  numerous  on  this  side,  spread  therr  nets  to  dry 
from  one  to  the  other,  quite  unconscious  of  picturasque- 
ness,  even  while  making  a  picture.  No  Alps  on  this 
side;  you  touch  them,  but  do  not  see  them,  which 
is  a  loss  that  more  than  counterbalances  the  other 
advantages. 

The  most  destructive  fall  of  mountain  recorded  in 
history^  without  excepting  the  modern  one  of  Goldau, 
took  place  in  this  vicinity,  twelve  hundred  and  fifty 
yeacs  aga  The  Latin  chronicle  of  Marius,  bishop  of 
AvendiCi  says,  that  the  mountain  of  Tauietumun,  in 
Valais^  fell  so  suddenly,  that  none  of  the  inhahitaots 
of  a  castle  and  several  villages  near  its  base  had  time 
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to  esoape.  Tile  witters  of  the  lake^  m  I  have  statod 
when  speakii^  of  Lausanne^  wdie  driven  acvoes  "m/k 
guch  violence  as  to  sweep  away  every  town  and 
village  on  the  opposite  banks.  Geneva  iti^lf,  on  the 
other  extremity  of  the  lake^  suffered  very  much* 

There  are  here  traces  of  a  great  &il  c^  rodis^  htss^ 
ing  a  promontory  into  the  lake,  which  is  about  this 
pointy  one  hundred  and  sixty  fathoms  in  deplh ;  the 
mass,  therefore,  whidi  fell  into  it,  must  have  been 
very  great  for  a  portion  of  it  to  appear  above  the 
liluface.  This  situation,  however^  does  not  suit  the 
description  of  Gregory  of  Tours,  who  says^  that  the 
mouth  of  the  Rhone  was  obstructed  by  this  Ml  of 
mountain :  but  as  there  is  not  any  mountain  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rhone,  he  was  evidently  mistaken. 
One  thousand  years  after  this  catastrophe  (4th  Maid^ 
1584,)  smother  fall  happened  again  here,  but  with- 
out the  same  fatal  ocmsequenoes  extei^ng  across  the 
water. 

The  Lake  of  Geneva  is  subject  to  occasional  rwi- 
ing  and  falling  of  its  waters  tiiree  or  four  feet,  seve- 
ral times  in  succession,  by  a  sort  of  oscilkting  mo- 
tion, and  the  phenconencHfi  occurred  lately.  It  is 
observed  likewise  on  the  Lake  of  Constance,  and 
on  all  very  large  lakes  in  America,  as  in  Em*c^ 
The  Lake  of  Geneva  never  freezes  beyond  its  edge, 
accept  at  Geneva,  wl^re  it  is  shaHow ;  it  ftoze  there, 
^in  1709,  to  the  distance  of  twelve  hundred  feel, 
#<Mn   the  shore,   and  its  temperature,  at  a  gt^t 
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xkpib,  is  jwxk  colder  than  at  the  surface;  at  the 
depth  of  three  hundred  and  twelve  feet^  the  thermo- 
meter indicated  50"",  while  at  the  surface,  it  stood  a^ 
65^  of  Fahrenheit. 

The  Rhone  ent^s  the  lake  very  muddy,  and  comes 

out  transparent,  whidi  explains  the  formation  of  the 

^  aUuyial  grounds  at  its  mouth,  that  is,  the  whole  valley 

dAigk,  as  far  as  Maurice.     The  lake  certainly  was 

onoe  fifteen  miles  longer  than  at  present. 

Fish  is  less  plenty  than  formerly,  beings  taken  too 
small,  and  its  natural  enemies,  the  pike  and  the  latt^ 
having,  as  it  is  supposed,  increased.  The  largest 
trout  on  record,  was  caught  in  1663,  it  weighed  sixty- 
two  pounds,  and  was  sent  to  Amsterdam,  cacA^c,  as 
the  cohservateur  Suisse  expresses  it,,  dam  Us  pro- 
fwdmrs  d'un  enorme  pdtL  The  ombre  chemlier, 
(salmo  umbra^)  often  three  feet  long,  is  a  most  deli- 
cate fish.  The  f^ra,  very  numerous  at  times,  seems 
to  have  migrations,  like  the  herring,  from  one  part  of 
the  lake  to  the  other. 

The  Rhone,  from  its  source  under  the  Glacier  of 
the  Grimsel  to  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  a  distance  of  cxie 
hundred  miles,  flows  between  two  of  the  highest 
chains  of  mountains  in  Europe,  and  most  extensive 
glaciers,  aflfording  between  them  an  irii^ular  ayea 
of  twenty  to  thirty  miles  in  breadth,  divided  into 
lateral  valleys  by  lower  ridges  of  mountains,  at 
right  angle  with  the  others,  each  of  these  lateral 
valleys,  sending  to  the  Rhone  its  tributary  stream. 
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This  singular  ootmtry  forms  the  new  Cantoti  of  Ysr 
lais,  containing  sixty  thousand  inhabitants.  The 
only  place  where  it  is  accessible  on  lerd  ground, 
is  at  its  extremity,  towards  the  Lake  <£  Geneva, 
Besides  the  Simplon»  there  are  four  other  passages* 
practicable  for  mules  and  horses  ;  towards  Italy  Urn 
Ghand  St.  Bernard  and  la  Turca,  and  towards  Swit- 
zerland the  Genmue  and  the  Grimsel.  ChamoiA 
hunters,  or  those  like  them,  find  many  other  practi- 
cable issues,  which  would  not  be  so  to  ordinary  tra- 
vellers. The  vall^  rises  insensibly  upwards  of 
four  thousand  feet  above,  the  level  (tf  the  Lake  of 
Geneva ;  in  the  course  of  its  one  hundred  miles*  atf^ 
finding,  therefore,  the  utmost  variety  of  climate.  At 
Porte  Sex,  near  the  entrance,  it  is  so  narrow  as  t^ 
be  sdmt  up  by  means  of  a  palisade  across  it,  and^ 
gate;  but,  nine  miles  further,  the  Rhone  oocupieft 
i]kdarly  the  whde  breaditib,  and  the  bridge  of  St.  Mau- 
rio^  of  a  sin^  arch  of  two  hundred  feet,  rests  againsl^ 
the  Dent  de  Morcles  at  one  end,  and  the  DerU  du  Midii 
at  the  other ;  two  gigantic  abutments,  seven  or  eight 
thousand  feet  high. 

The  Romans  built  dus  very  narrow,,  but  very  solid, 
bridge;  and  before  the  late  construction  of  a  car*, 
riage  road  by  Metilfitie,  this  was  the  only  one  into, 
the  VaUds  *.    Just  beyond  St.  Maurice  is  the  place^ 

• '  • ' ) 

♦  I  returned  along  the  Lake  of  Geneva.     The  excursion  here' 
.described  into  the  Valais  had  been  made  a  year  before,  going  into 
Italy.  '  ' 

Vol.  I.  «  F 
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na^kadby  tradition,  when  the  Tbdian  Legion»  ocmi' 
posed  of  six  thousand  soldiers,  suffered  nmrtyrdmo^ 
{A.Dr  302,)  in  the  cause  of  CSiristiaiiity.  Gibbon 
shews  how  this  fable  gained  gKmiid,  one  Inindrad 
years  after  the  supposed  events  and  occasioned  the 
Ibundation  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Maurice,  styi  subsiirt:* 
itlg ;  by  that,  Sigismond,  King  of  Burgundy,  who  had 
been  the  assassin  of  half  a  scove  of  near  relatbm^ 
and  was  hunself  at  laistput  to  dearth  at  the  abbey:. 

Farther  on,  and  about  thmer  tidies  before  Aikr- 
tigny,  is  tile  celebrated  fkU  of  water,  called.  Piss^ 
tache^  much  better  entitled  to  its  reputatioH  than  dnr 
fall  of  the  Staubbach.    It  had  rained'  baid  at  intei^ 
rals,  when  I  approached  it,  and  lihe  quaiftity  of  watei^ 
was  unusuaDy  great ;  night  was  coming  on,  and  the 
lowering  sky,  the  jumble  of  rocks  heaped  up  at  its 
base,  and  the  lowly  roofs  of  cottages,  unaccountably 
placed  among  them,  all  contributed  to  heighten  llie 
^ct.    I  regretted  the  necessity  of  hastening  to  a 
place  of  shelter  for  file  night,  and  meant  to  return 
to^ay,  but  an  incessant  xain  prevented  it,  as  w^ 
as  an  intended  excursion  to  the  St.  Bernard,  whi<sh 
would  have  taken  two  days.    After  waiting  twenty- 
four  hours  at  a  poor  inn  for  a  change  of  weather,  the 
rain  still  continuing,  I  pushed  on  to  Bim.     The 
country  appealed  in  high  cukivatioh,  meadcyws  irri- 
gated with  care,   fine  orchards  of  apple*trees  and 
pears,  groves  of  walnut-trees  ;  and  on  the  smmy  side 
of  steep  hills,  vineyards  on  terraces,  producing  very 
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floe  wine4  higfaer  up,  forests  rose  aboY^  fiirefity,  titt 
lost  in  the  clouds,  or  rather  the  otoudSi  whidb  bung 
very  low,  wece  lost  ia  the  forests^  The  riws  of  three 
different  casties,  on  the  points  of  as  xaaxty  rooks,  m 
opposite  sides  of  the  vall^,  a  couple  of  miles  (^ 
tant  from  each  other,,  are  marked  by  traditiot)  as 
faoring  been  the  strcxighdds  of  three  freeboptorSi 
brothers^  who,  corresponding  by  ^gQs^s>  kept  the 
whole  country  in  subjection,  aid  ransoioed  travellers* 
The  same  country  is  now  the  abode  of  freedom  and 
security,  the  inhabitants  live  at  ease,  and  travell^s 
9isit  it  for  their  amusament.  Many  new  boiises  $xe 
greeting,  and  seme  evidently  for  people  ^boi^e  ihf 
rnnk  of  peasants. 

SioQ,  the  Sedunum  of  the  Romans,  is  a  most  pic- 
tunesque^lookipg  place;  its  castle  is  perch^ed  oa  a 
pyramidal  rock,  and  its  old-fashioned  wajls,  towers, 
and  gates,  are  ornamented  with  paintings  out  of  the 
Scriptures;  the  whole  sug^sting  the  idea  of  a  for* 
ti&ed  monastery.  It  was,  in  fact,  the  fortified  resi^ 
dence  of  ecclesiastical  princes.  One  of  them.  Ma- 
tbieu  Skinner,  Bishc^  of  Sion,  not  le^  a  wamor 
&an  a  politidrai,  siignaliased  faiooffiielf  at  the  terrible 
battle  of  Marignano.  The  preceding  Bishop  had  09 
his  coin  the  figmre  of  Saint  Theodosius,  in  his  ponti- 
fical ibbes  £gfaliii^  against  the  de^il,  and  of  course 
faeatkig  him.  But  Bishop  Skinner,  in  order  to  sim- 
fiify  tb»  coin,  had  the  fignre  of  the  saint  taken  out;, 
ieating  only  the  effigy  of  the  devil.    This  singular 
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coin  for  an  ecclesiastic  prince  is  preserved  in  the  col* 
lections  of  the  curious. 

'  Causeways  and  dry  stone  walls  are  valuable  to 
mineralogists,  as  affording  specimens  of  the  various 
rocks  of  the  country ;  to  the  physiogn(»nist,  a  market 
in  a  country  town  presents  a  no  less  curious  and 
characteristic  collection  of  countKiances ;  but  in.few 
coimtries  does  such  a  collection  afford  much  to  ad* 
mire,  for  "  the  human  feoe  divine"  is  not  the  face  of 
one  in  a  thousand.  Sion  was  foil  of  country  people, 
buying  and  selling  in  the  public  square,  and  many  a 
flabby,  flat,  toad-looking  visage  I  certainly,  observed 
among  them,  with  glandular  necks  and  weak  framens^ 
stupidly  staring  about;  all  which  I  should  ha^e 
deemed  symptoms  of  cretinism.  Allhough  very  de- 
cently dressed,  the  people  could  not  bear  a  compari- 
son, in  point  of  comeliness  and  vigour,  vrith  the,  pea- 
santry of  Berne  and  Zurich ;  yet  I  cannot  say  I  have 
thus  far  seen  a  legitimate  cretin  in  this  their  birth- 
place. The  war  destroyed  a  vast  many  of  them ;  and 
perhaps  the  use  of  coffee,  which  I  am  assured  by 
medical  men  had  much  diminished  goitres,  may  aisb 
have  had  a  favourable  influence  in  regard  to  the  other 
infirmity. 

The  climate  of  Lower  Valais  is  excessively  hot  in 
summer,  and  temperate  in  winter ;  but  as  the.  level 
Tises  towards  the  upper  end,  the  temperature  alters 
much;  and  the  productions  of  the  soil  Ukewise.  The 
diiS^r^ice  of  aspect  of  the  mountains  on  each,  side 
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occasions  i^  much  variety.  On  Mount  SwelSsh, 
near  Sion,  in  a  southern  exposure,  you  find  barberry 
bushes  and  fox-grapes  growing  wild ;  the  pomegra- 
nate appears  out  of  clefts  in  the  rocks  *,  Ugher  up, 
dbestnut  and  walnut  trees,  under  which  the  grass- 
hopper sings,  all  summer  long,  and  vineyards,  which 
produce  excellent  wine ;  next,  corn  fields ;  then  forests 
of  the  beech  and  pak ;  the  common  pine  follows ;  and 
last,  Uj^  aro^  aii  evergreen,  already  described  be- 
tween Grindelwald  and  Meyringen.  Where  trees, 
cease  to  grow,  many  plants  of  Spitzbergen  are  found.  ^ 
Thi^s,  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  the  productions  of 
half  the  globe  passes, in  quick  succession  under  your 
eye.  Beyond .  S^ierre,  I  observed  a  splendid  house,: 
or  ch&teau,  building,  a  rare  occurrence  in  Switzer-; 
land.  The  mountains  on  the  left  exhibited  a  curious, 
picture  of  wildness  and  active  industry,  villages  with! 
their  grey-stone  roofs  and  white- washed  walls,  theifi 
glittering  spirjes  and  walnut  groves ;  small  vineyards 
in^  terraces,  and  patches  of  meadows  of  the  most 
vivid  green ;  all  so  clearly  seen  and  strongly  defined, 
that  they  suggested  the  idea  of  cdoured  prints,  past^ 
on  a  wall,  respecting  villages  and  churches,  fields 
and  men,  where  no  real  villages  and  churches  could 
Stand,  fields  exist,  or  human  creature  climb.  At  an- 
other place  on  the  right  I  observed,  at  a  great  height, 
a  singular  building,  with  an  extended  firont  of  no 
depth,  literally  pkcardS  against  the  rock ;  it  was,  of 
course,  a  convent. 


48d  tfOU]*TAm  WfkDU. 

A  "tig'Zag  path,  or  perhftpa  flighte  of  «««,  W  lo 
it,  marked  by  seven  white  chapds,  {repdmn,)  placed 
at  tegular  distances  on  the  way.  A  stranger  eanndl 
tdl  in  the  Alps  what  is  accessible  ot  indcoessiblA. 
No  slope,  composed  of  earth,  or  brdcen  fragments  of 
stone,  can  form  an  angle  of  more  than  45^  and  gene- 
rally much  less;  earthy  mountains,  theifefore,  ate 
always  accessible,  and  btrt  few  rocks  are  so  upright, 
and  their  sur&ce  so  imbroken,  as  not  to  afford  some 
places  fcMT  the  hardy  mountaineer  to-  rest  his  foot, 
some  dwarfish  oak  or  ash  for  his  hand  to  take  hoM  of, 
some  narrow  shelf  to  receive  the  ladder  or  hotdied 
log,  bjr  which  he  may  reach  in  safety  the  beetling 
brow  of  his  little  field.  The  chemin  des  echelles,  neat 
the  baths  of  Leuk,  is  a  curious  instance  of  this  sort 
of  road;  eight  successive  ladders  over  predpices^ 
lead  to  a  village,  the  inhabitants  of  whidb  go  up  and 
down  at  any  hour,  even  with  loads,  little  suspecting 
that  ih^  way  to  their  home  is  not  as  good  as  others. 

After  passing  Si^tra,  I  should  have  had  a  view  6f 
the  Qemmi  and  its  frozen  summit,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Rhone,  but  the  clouds,  still  as  low  and  thick  ad 
yesterday,  permitted  me  only  to  see  at  its  baaie  a 
mighty  cataract,  coming  from  I  could  not  tell  wh^t^, 
dividing  in  its  foaming  course  the  d^k  Surest  df 
pines,  and  hurrying  afterwards  to  the  Rhone.  A 
slender  bridge,  ih  front  of  the  fall,  stretched  frotii  one 
projecting  rock  to  another,  seelned  fit  only  for  goats, 
and  perhaps  goat-herds.    Immediately  beyond  this. 
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the^Bik  and  deep  outlet  of  the  Leak  appeend;  • 
path  along  tbe  precipitous  sides  leads  to  the  cele- 
brated baths,  at  the  height.cf  £ve  thousand. feet;  it 
is  in  some  places  cut  into  the  rock,  with  a  xoof,  to 
(HTotect  it  from  the  fall  of  smaller  stones  frequently 
eoming  down  from  the  heists  abovi^  Two  h^^ 
Mr.  Ebel  says,  being  on  these  heighta,  engag^i  in 
doseoombat,  regardless  of  tlie  ground  they  stood 
npon,  one  of  them  was .  thrust  headlong  down,  but 
the  roof  could  not  parry  such  a  blow  as  that  In, 
Ae  spring,  1799,  the  people  of  Valais,  who,  the  year 
before,  aifter  a  long  and  obstinate  resistance,  had 
been  obliged  to  submit  to  the  constitution  forced 
upon  them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  todk  up  arms 
again,  and  for  sev^al  weeks  defended  this  passagei 
against  the  French,  whp  had  passed  the  Oernxoi,; 
^and  who,  by  roUing  down  stones  and  logs  of  wood^ 
attempted  in  vaiinto  dislodge  them.  One  nig^it,  th^ 
Valaisans,  assuming  the  offensive,  turned  their  elei 
valed  position,  forced  a  number  of  th^n  down  th^ 
precipice,  and  regained  aftei^wards  possessiop  of  the 
wfade  country.  Unfortunately,  the.  Austrians,  com- 
ing to  their  assistance,  and  taking  the  lead,  put  tb^ 
out  of  their  own  mode  of  warfare ;  the  legitimate 
tactics,  proving  less  auccessM  thaa  those  of  natvire^ 
could  not  save  the  country^  which  was  sooa  after  a 
|»ey  to  all  the  ravages  of  :war.  This  unfortunate 
people  Buffered  even  more  than  the  inhabitant  of 
Underwald;  ^^ne-^fourth  of  the  population  .perished 
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with  most  of  tlie  Cretins,  who  had  netther  the  Betmb 
to  fly,  nor  the  strength  to  defend  ihemsdyes. 

Tlie  Col  de  la  Gemnd,  the  most  extraordinary  of 
the  passages  of  the  Alps,  is  but  a  step  above  the 
baths,  and  you  may  thus  reach  Thun  in  a  few  hours, 
although  to  come  from  it  hither  by  the  cairiage-rDod 
of  Berne,  Pribourg,  Vevay,  St.  Maurice,  ^c,  is  a 
journey  of  two  hundred  miles.  Switzerland  is  a 
labyrinth,  of  which  Mr.  Ebel  is  the  Ariadne,  and  hia 
excellent  Matmel  de  la  Stdsse  the  thread:  such  is  its 
infallibility,  that  the  guides,  each  in  his  locality  with 
which  he  is  so  well  acquainted,  quote  the  book,  and 
consult  it. 

The  properties  of  these  waters  are  much  the  same 
as  those  of  Pfeffer's  baths,  but  their  temperature  is 
higher,  being  37^  to  40^  instead  of  28°  to  30°.  Not- 
withstanding  the  threatening  situation  of  the  latter, 
they  are  not  exposed  to  any  accidrats;  while  the 
buildings  at  Leuken,  and  all  in  th^n,  were  swept 
off  by  avalanches  in  1719  and  1758;  but  the  danger 
is  over  before  the  bathing  season. 

The  traces  of  falls  of  rocks,  more  or  less  consider- 
able, and  more  or  less  ancient,  are  visible  every 
where  in  the  Valais:  we  have  passed  by  fragments 
fallen  but  a  few  days,  nay  a  few  hours,  while  others 
of  considerable  size  bear  on  their  summits  the  ruins 
of  castles,  of  which  all  tradition  is  lost  Our  earth, 
in  its  early  youth,  must  have  pres^ited  a  rugged  con* 
tiguity  of  crags  and  precipices,  which  it  has  been  the 
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m^of  suooeeding  ages  to  smooth  dowxi^  and  bring  a 
llttlB  nearer  to  a  level.  , 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Rhone,  ten  miles  above, 
the  opening,  towards  Leuken,  and  in  a  commanding, 
skuation,  I  was  shewn  the  village  and  castle  of  th§ 
Buron  de.Raron,  whose  history  will  be  found  in  the; 
aeeoad  volume  of  this  work,  chap.  xx. 

The  people  of  the  high,  and  those  of  the  low,  ValaiSt 
form  two  distinct  races;  the  first  enjoying,  with  a 
healthy  climate,  a  much  better  state  of  health,  and 
superior  comeliness  of  person.  Goitres  and  Cretins 
disappear  altogether;  the  language  even  is  different, 
passing  from  the  RcHXiand  dialect  to  the  German. 
This  is  the  same  race  d*  people  found  in  the  Wald: 
Bt^en,  in  the  valley  of  Hasli,  in  the  Simmenthal,  and 
traced  to  a  Swedisk  origin.  It  is  singular  enough 
that,  till  the  Revolution  in  1798,  and  for  three  hundred 
md  fifty  years  before,  the  people  of  Lower  Valais 
were  subjects  of  Upper  Valais,  having  been  conquered 
by  them  frcnn  tte  Duke  of  Savoy  in  the  fifteenth  cen- 
t*jlty.  The  two  populations  are  now  associated  on  a 
footing  of  equality,  under  the  same  government,  form* 
ii^  the  twentieth  canton  of  the  Helvetic  league.  They 
are  a  simple,  honest,  religious  people;  and  of  their 
bravery  they  have  given  the  strongest  proofs  in  1798- 
9Q.  As  to  industry,  learning,  and  cleanliness,  they 
certainly  are  not  pre*aninent,  and  to  the  want  of  the 
latter  quality  the  indigenous  infirmities  already  men- 
tiened  may  in  a  great  measure  be  attributed.     Such 
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]ji  Ibrii'  v^ieMttion  for  Madonnas,  md  other  ^yniA»oi8 
of  the  Romaa  Catholic  faith,  that  however  fact  off  they 
Bee  any  thing  of  the  kind,  they  never  fail  to  take  off 
tbxAT  hats ;  observing  the  postilions  do  this  frequendiy 
wi^out  any  apparent  object,  I  generally  discorded 
at  last,  by  looking  round  over  the  mountains,  some 
sditary  cross  in  the  diouds,  to  which  the  devoticMi  wats 
directed. 

Brieg,  November. 

After  a  tempestoous  nighty  the  Simplon  was  this 
morning  afii  white  with  &now;  and  icicles  of  a  respect- 
Me  length  bung  down  the  roofs  of  the  houses.  My 
landlady  came  to  teU  me,  with  a  loc^  of  great  con* 
cem,  in  which  I  was  bound  to  believe,  that  the  ditec- 
tor  of  the  road  declared  it  impassaUie  to-day.  Bad 
weather,  ev^i  on  a  journey,  is  to  me  rarely  unwcJ*^ 
come;  it  affords  an  ostensible  reason  and  plausible 
apolc^y  for  keeping  within  doors.  That  the  impedi- 
ment would  be  nothing  if  you  really  had  a  wish  to  go 
abroad,  is  a  secret  you  need  not  disdose  to  the  World, 
ftor  even  acknowledge  to  yours^;  it  is  sufficient  ttot 
the  excuse  be  legitimate.  Shut  the  door,  stir  the  fe'e, 
and  enjoy  yourself  with  a  safe  conscience.  Keller's 
map  under  my  eye,  I  have  been  curiously  retracing 
my  ow'n  steps  all  over  the  mighty  ma^e  in.  a  nut-shdJ, 
trMch  Switzerland  presents,  where  you  may  travel 
long  and  far  among  new  and  varied  scenes,  all  within 
a  stone's  throw  of  each  other,  and  not  only  may  travel, 
bttt  must,  if  you  choose  to  see  thein,  as  they  are  not 
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fiUftuftlly  accedsible,  but  by  very  ck^eotoas  ways. 
Having  come  to  our  istationonthe  ch&klCB  iX)of  ctf  dio 
Wingem  Alp  last  jtM,  I  found  by  the  scale  tbat  tikt 
(fifectim,  in  a  sfardight  line  from  that  spot,  to  the  one 
t^here  I  now  am,  at  the  foot  of  the  Sin^cm,  is  bM 
twenty  miles  ;  from  many  xxnnts  on  the  intermediate 
fitMEeti  ridge,  both  {daoefi  might  be  seen  at  once,  and 
even  pet^oiis  known,  and  dgnals  given,  by^  aid^tf 
a  tdiescope.  Formerly,  as  I  hnive  elsewWe  stated^ 
people  "wexA  to  mass,  to  a  wedding,  or  to  a  funeral^ 
ftdtn  oae  to  the  other  place. 

The  Romans  never  came  up  so  far  as  this  into  the 
Valais.  The  wall  the^  hiad  built  across,  in  order  to 
^ut  out  unsubdued  barbarians,  like  the  one  oa  the 
aorthern  boundary  of  Eki^land  to  shut  out  the  i^cts, 
stood  six  miles  below  Brieg,  and  Sion  was  their  last 
fortress. 

Ddmo  d^Ossola.  TidB  morning  announcing  a  fine 
dafy,  all  the  Simplon  tcavellers  at  the  inn  wieie  xqp; 
rt&luiy  foe  the  asceDt,  before  But^rise,  and  as  soon  as 
a  narrow  edge  6£  fire  Just  nqirked  the  omtline  of  the 
highest  summit  towards  the  east.  As  we  went  up, 
the  valley  we  had  left  displayed,  in  an  extent  of  many 
miles,  mtmerous  villages  and  Uttb  towns,  sketched  in 
white  over  the  universal  dark  green,  with  the  Bhonie, 
here  v^  inconsiderable^  winding  its  way  amMst  the 
whok^  This  imperial  road  is  twenty-five  to  thirty 
feet  wide,  hard  and  smooth,  rising  only  two  inches 
Md  a  half  in  six  feet,  never  more,  and  sometimes  less ; 
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{t  ^»o4  Jiprtecto  trot  up  a»  ^e|l  a^  down.  T^erje  are 
{i^YeBsheltering-hcHis^^:  (liaisons. de  i^dEuge)  oq  the 
Valais  side,  and  three  on  the  It^an;  these  bcnisep, 
soUdly  built,  have  two  or  three  rocwas  cai,  the.gtowd- 
floor,  and  as  many  aljove ;  the  pec^le  who  have  the 
cajce  of  the  road  Uve  in  them.  There  is  besides,,  on 
the  summit,  uxk  hospice  like  the  great  one  on  the 
St.  Bernard,  but  <^tablishfed  in  a  tepipOTary  buildwg, 
while  a  new  one  is  erecting  in  a  style  of  magnificence, 
which  probably  njay  prevent  its  ever  beii^  finished.; 
nor  is  it,  in  fact,  necessary ,^  with  so  many  other  hou^e^ 
in  diflfercnt  parts  of  the  road.  Yet  I  should  be  sorry  to 
see  the  good  old  romantic,  establishment  of  the  .monks 
and  the  dogs  reformed  altogether.  TTie  elements,  in 
league  with  the  levelling  tide  of  improvement  of  the 
age,  destroyed  last  winter  most  of  the  dogs  of  the 
great  St.  Bernard,  who  died  at  the  post  of  .honour^ 
under  the  multiplied  avalanches  of  the  most  snowy 
printer  in  the  memcary  of  man.  What  with  this  road, 
and  the  road  over  Mont  Cenis,  all  the  glory,  the  poetry, 
or,  if  you  please,  the  sport,  of  crossing  the  Alps,  are 
lost:  otie  might  as  well  travel  in  Flaiiders^  In  three 
hours  we  reached  the  third  house,  where  the  horseis 
nested  an  hour,  while  we  warmed  ourselves  near  a 
fabzing  fire.  In  the  construction  of  the  road  thus  hXy 
there  had  been  no  great  difiSiculties  to  encounter ;  in 
two  hours  more  we  came  to  the  first  gallery,  through 
the  rock,  about  twenty  feet  wide,  an4  one  hundred  feet 
long,  all  over  icides  six  feet  long ;  half  an-hour  after 
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we  arrived  at  the  fifth  house ;  and  the  sixth  again  at 
the  same  distance  of  time,  where  the  additional  horsed 
are  taken  off,  and  you  pay  toll  at  a  gate  for  the  re- 
mainder. All  the  danger  from  avalanches  is  between 
these  two  houses,  the  fifth  and  sixth,  ^om  a  glacis 
on  the  left,  higher  up  in  the  mountain,  and  the  edge 
of  which  is  visible  from  the  road.  The  Saltine  has 
its  source  under  it ;  all  the  passages  across  the  Alps 
follow  the  course  of  some  stream,  as  the  Simplon  road 
does  of  this  torrent.  The  old  path,  still  visile  by 
following  it  much  more  closely,  was  six  miles  shorter, 
but  much  more  steep,  and  very  dangerous.  There 
are  posts,  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  high^  set  up  along  the 
road  at  regular  distances,  to  mark  it  in  deep  snows; 
carriages  are  then  placed  on  sledges,  and  the  people 
at  the  difierent  houses  turn  out  and  clear  the  track. 
The  Milan  mail  over  the  Simplon  is  never  stopped. 
From  the  highest  point,  six  thousand  one  hundred  ami 
seventy-four  feet  above  the  sea*,  you  descend  in  half 
an  hour  to  the  hospice,  and  in  half  an  hour  more  you 
reach  the  village  of  Simplon,  where  the  post-house  is 
siiuated ;  it  probably  is  the  highest  village  in  Europe, 
and,  though  ahnost  in  Italy,  their  winter  lasts  eight 

*  The  highest  point  of  the  Monl  Ceiiis  road  is  six  thousaod  thdse 
hundred  and  sixty  feet ;  of  the  Gemmi,  six  thousand  nine  hundre4 
and  eighty-four  feet;  of  the  Grimsel,  six  thousand  five  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  feet ;  of  the  St.  Gothard,  six  thousand  three  hundred  an4 
forty-eight  feet ;  of  the  Griez,  in  Upper  Valais,  opposite  th€{  Crirasel^ 
seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-four  feet;  and  of  the  St. 
Betnard,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  feet. 


4M  THE  %mnx)y. 

months*  TMs  first  stage  is  reckoned  siiL  posts^  and 
took  ei^  hours,  induding  one  and  a  half  hour's  rest^ 
The  descent  to  Dome  d'Ossiia  is  redkoned  fiiffir  posts 
and  three-quarters^  and  took  four  hours^  includii^  half 
U  hour  at  thePledaK)nte8e  cuatom^house ;  altogether* 
twelve  to  thirteen  hount  for  the  passage  of  the  Simplonj 
The  south  side>  much  mote  exposed  to  falls.of  stones, 
has  no  avalandies  to  fear,  and  there  are  consequently 
not  half  so  many  houses  of  shelter,  and  these  mere 
caravansaries,  not  pertmaii^itly  inhabited.  Thisde^ 
soeot,  towards  Italy,  is  extremely  beautifiil,  sublime, 
•nd  even  t^fic.  The  road  from  Bienne  to  Bdle,  al«- 
r^iady  described,  may  give  some  iakat  idea  of  it» 
Nothing  can  be  more  striking  than  the  labyrinth  of 
the  Val  Yedri,  and  the  four  long  galleries  throi:^  the 
rocka  Yesterday,  at  the  sight  of  some  stcxies  labely 
^en,  and  lying  on  the  road,  the  posttfiion^  looking 
mmd  to  me,  said,  ''  Ah,  Momiaur!  ce  n'^tait  pas 
ftxiime  cel4  du  t^ms  de  I'Empereur !  ''•--''  Comment," 
I  answered,  *'  est  ce  que  les  pierres  ne  tombaient  pas 
idans  ce  t^os  14?"— "Oui!  oui!  mais  crao-^^tait 
6t^~ne  me  paflez  pas  de  ce  B —  de  gouvemement  cil** 
added  he,  shrugging  up  his  shoulders.  Such  is  the 
feeling  on  this  side  of  the  Simplon — on  the  Valais 
side  it  is  wholly  different.  As  to  the  policy  of 
keeping  this  road  in  repair,  at  au  enormous  ex- 
pmise,  there  certainly  does  not  seem  any  great  induce* 
ment  for  the  Sardinian  government  to  do  it ;  it  is  not 
a  commercial  road,  and  never  was  travelled  but  by 
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artillery  m  post-chaises ;  no  good  is  to  oome  from  it, 
to  either  Sardinia,  Austria^  or  Swit;^risifldf  m  ai^ 
poii4  of  view ;  and  it  is  easy  to  foresee  that  it  will 
in  timeretom^  in  a  great  d^ree,.  to  its  wild  stedieL 
Neair  a  marble  quarry,  at  the  £bot  ofthe  Simplon,  lay, 
by  the  road-side,  a  y^  fine  bloek,  thirty-two  &et 
long,  and  four  and  a  half  feet  thick — ^the  rough  shaft 
of  a  column. 

The  first  view  of  Italy  is  such  as  to  give  the  most 
favouraUe  opimon  of  the  country :  meadows  iirigated 
with  llhe  greatest  care  and  of  the  finest  verdure^  as 
well^s  perfectly  level  and  smooth,  vines  over  mulberry 
triers,  and  luxuriant  fields  of  nsaize ;  villages  irregu- 
larly and  oddly,  rather  than  meanly^  built;  and^  o&^ 
hills  on  both  sides  of  the  valley  of  Domo  d'Osscda^  a 
vast  ccmtiguity  of  shade,  with  large  square  towers,  by 
way  of  steeples,  over  village  churches ;  and  innumer- 
isble  country-housespeeping  through  Ae  trees,  most  of 
th«n  appearing,  at  a  distance,  magmficent.  In  the  little 
town  of  Domod'Ossola  you  hear,  on  all  sides,  the  sound 
of  the  chisel  against  the  marble,  and  the  streets  are 
strewed  over  vrith  the  bright  fragments.  This  already 
looks  like  the  country  of  the  fine  arts. 

The  Alps,  much  more  abrupt  on  this  their  southern 
front  than  on  the  northern,  look  sternly  on  Italy. 
Amidst  a  mild  and  rich  landscape  these  enormous  bul- 
warks rise  abruptly  fbom  the  plains  of  Lombardy, 
which  are  three  thousand  feet  lower  than  the  level 


448  (G^ENEVA. 

ground  on  the  Swiss  side,  a  difierence  which  adds 
much  to  their  magnitude. 

Having  returned  to  Geneva^  where  we  intend  spend- 
ing the  winter,  I  shall  have  no  more  to  speak  c^  tra- 
vels ;  and  what  remains  for  me  to  say  of  Switzerland, 
relates  to  men,  and  not  to  things.  ^ 


No  town  was  ever  blessed  with  soirSes,  or  what  is,  I 
believe,  now  called  in  London,  "  evenings  at  home,'* 
to  such  an  extent  as  Geneva.  They  go  on  multiplying 
from  November  to  the  approach  of  spring,  when  the 
superior  attractions  of  the  country  soon  put  an  eiid  to 
them ;  and  this  division  of  the  year  is,  I  must  sky, 
rather  more  rational  than  the  one  prevailing  in  London. 
Geneva  is  a  small  town,  and  the  genteel  part  still 
smaller ;  carriages  are  out  of  the  question,  sedan  chairs 
even  are  rarely  used,  and  ihe.beau  monde  repair  on  foot 
to  their  parties.  Soon  after  eight  in  the  evening,  ladies 
sally  forth,  wrapped  up  in  a  cloak  and  hood,  a  rebel- 
lious feather  only  appearing  sometimes  in  front,  and 
walk  on  tiptoe  about  the  streets,  preceded  by  their 
maid,  who  carries  a  lantern ;  when  they  reach  their 
destination,  the  cloak  and  double  shoes  are  thrown  off 
in  an  ante-room,  appropriated  to  the  purpose ;  their 
dress  is  shaken  out  a  little  by  the  attentive  maid,  their 
shawl  thrown  afresh  over  the  shoulders  vrith  negUgent 
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ia  lightly,  to  appearaiice  quite  unconscious  of  looks, 
make  Uieir  courtesy,  take  their  seat,  and  try  to  be 
agreeable  with  their  next  neighbour;  yet  now  and 
then  they  stifle  a  yawn,  and  change  place  under  some 
pretence,  for  the  sake  of  dianging,  and  curiously  turn 
orer  young  ladies',  or  yomig  gentlemen's,  drawings, 
placed  on  the  table,  with  prints  and  books ;  upon  wbicfa 
they  would  not  testow  a  look  if  they  could  help  it,  nor 
JistKi  to  the  music  to  which  they  how  seezh  attentive. 
Tea  domes  at  last,  with  heaps  of  sweet  things ;  a  few 
card-parties  are.  arranged ;  and,  as  the  hour  of  eleven 
or  twelre  strike,  the  maid  and  lantern  are  announced 
in  a  whisper  to  each  of  the  fair  visiters.  Meantime 
the  m^,  in  groups  about  the  room,  discuss  the  news 
of  the  day,  fordgq  or  domestic  politics,  but  mostly  the 
latter,  making  themselves  very  merry  with,  the  speedbi 
in  council  of  such  or  such  a  member,  (of  coursoy  of  the 
advise  party,)  who  talked  fiwr  twc^  hours.  on|the  mdrest 
trifle  in  the  Tforld,  and  thought  he  was  establishing  his 
r^utotion  as*a  statesman  forever.  Many  cqi^plain  of 
,the  growing  evil  and  intolerable  hardship  of  sitting 
from  four  to  eigtit  or  nine  o'dods:  every  day  throughout 
the  year,  to  hear  long  speeches  and  do  nothing.  It  was, 
!  indeed,  oiK^e  observed,  that  during  the  G&d&a,  years 
tbey  belonged  to  the  Fr^ich,  Monsieur  le  Prefet  went 
through  the  same  business  with  &r  greater  ease  all 
/alone,  and  in  half  the  time ;  Imt  this  anti-national  and 
knprudrat  rdflection  met  with  indignant  frowns,  and 
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this  ahoit  «mw€ar:-^It  is  notfor  tfaesake  of  dieilwneB 
boys  do  at  school,  but  in  oid^  to  foTm  their  under- 
standing  by  the  exercise,  that  sdiools  are  imtitiited;; 
any  sdiodmaster  might,  no  doubts  perform  the  task 
better,  and  more  quickly,  than  his  boys ;  yet  to  takB  it 
out  of  their  hands  would  nci  answer  the  purpose,  any 
-mote  than  intrusting  the  business  of  the  state  to  a 
:  French  P^fect,  instead  of  an  assembly  of  counseikDcs 
of  state,  prosing,  captious,  and  dilatory,  as  they  may 
be.  In  short,  legislative  asseodblies  are  not  so  mudi 
intended  pour  f aire  des  affairei,  que  pour  fairt  des 
nrnurs!  as  to  time  lost,  it  is  fiillj  as  wdl  employed  in 
the  council^chamber  as  in  the  cetdt  dc  Larkc,  where 
most  of  us  wouki  be ;  tbe  nmjodty  may  ^all  foc:  the 
■cpiestion  when  they  please,  dose  the  disoisakn,  aitud 
come  to  a  vote;  therefore,  long  speedies  must,. upon 
the  whole,  be  amusing  to  them,  since  liiey  submit  to 
hear  them  out. 

Large  parties,  at  Geneva,  are  laborious  und^lak- 
rings  fer  die  mistress  of  the  house,  especially  when 
1  she  bappens  to  be  on  the  verge  of  her  coat,  iamd  qon- 
'.eddered  in  the  light  of  ;a  parvenue;^  she  mi3fit  not  mkj 
>  aremembca:  aQ  who  ought  to  be  invit^4  but  lemeiidMir 
to  forget. all  who  ought not»  dioose:her  night  well,  wA 
^to  interfere  with  other  parties,  likidy  to  draw  off  tfae 
tciDwd  in  preference,  and  nutke  it  si  point  to  hive  soni^ 
ikiistinguiflhed  personage  to  give  a  zest  to  the  party. 
:The  moaway  Hospodir  of  Valltchia,  for  instande, 
with  Us  diamonds  and  his  court;  a  British  pri|ioe. 
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vAio  rqn^mlieirs  tiie  juanep  .erf*  every  gFandmother  he 
kofiw  here  in  his  early  youth,  aod  delights  them  witii 
the  long-forgotten  tale  of  their  beauty  and  aocompUsh* 
ments ;  Lady  Moi^an ;  an  Italian  singer ;  the  pui^>eU 
^how,  Sfc. ;  and,  after  all,  wh^  the  aoirh  is  hajipily 
over,  most  people  say  it  was  tiresome ;  and  the  ma^ 
tiess  of  the  houpe,  above  all,  will  eixclaim,  qi$dU 
ofmSe!  When  we  find  every  body  thus  bent  on 
jdping  what  pleases  no  one,  we  might  be  teippted  to 
say,  with  Bfiio^e  in  the  play,  (Barbiisr  de  SwilkJ 
astonished  at  seeing  every  one  supporting,  of  a  comr 
mon  aooord,  ^what  they  all  know  to  be  a  falsehood; 
qui  est^e  dam  que  ton  trampe  7 — tonA  le  mande  est  du 
secret.  I  do  not  xaesffi  to  find  fault  with  Genevan 
wifi^  particiilady ;  these  sort  of  things  are  singiihixly 
alike  every  where,  but  here  the  real.social  intero^njuwe 
rQSts  oa  qtl|er  foundations,  and  is  coxmeqted  with  a 
state  of  jpaajgpQ^er^,  not  obvious  to  transient  ob^fv- 
ers,  and  of  which  I  shall  soon  give  some  account 
But  to  return  to  the  subject  c^  great  parties ;  frieodty 
conversation  jis  certainly  out  of  the  question  there, 
and  vanity  itsdf  has  not  fair  play ;  yet,  when  you  an 
neither  familiar  with  any  oqe,  nor  anxious  to  shine; 
when  not  particuiiaFly  in  loye  with  your,  compaay  or 
with  yoursdfj  a  crowd  is  iqpon  the  whde  safer  than  1^ 
fie)«!ctp^y,apd:oftwo  evils  the  least.  WemeePhff[4^ 
said  once  an  iogenuqus  inhabitant  of  a  country  UniKn 
in  Eta^and,  we  mnt  eoery  etien^,  noe  never  try  to 
(pertain  each,  other  bjf  conversation,  knowing  xveU  we 
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should  not  mecud,  dtU  go  to  cards  immediatefy.  '  Any 
thing,  in  feet,  ^wliich  releases  people  finxn  the  obli- 
gation of  being  agreeable,  affimls  them  the  c»ly 
diance  of  being  so. 

All  the  world  has  heard  of  the  fogs  of  Londcm, 
where  there  is  a  great  deal  of  smoke  indeed,  but  no 
more  fc^s  than  elsewhere ;  and  never  of  Genevan  fogs, 
whidi  are  the  most  permanent  and  the  thickest  I  ever 
saw:  for  three  monthb,  November,  December,  add 
January,  ike  sutl  has  not  been  seen  at  all.  This 
iMate  of  the  ateoosphere  is  always  accompanied  by 
the  mildest  temperature,  but  the  frost  sets  in  the 
moment  the  sun  appears.  At  Lyons,  in  the  south  of 
l^ranee,  fogs  prevail  in  an  equal  degree,  buti  what  is 
Hbt  become  proverbial,  passes  unobserved  by  the 
greater  part  of  mankind. 

'  The  College  and  the  auditoire  are  free  schools, 
open  to  aH  without  expiense ;  the  whole  male  popu- 
fettiori  goes  io  college  at  five  years  old,  and  l^ves  it 
Jit  fourteen.  In  the  ninth  class  Aey  learn  to  read  for 
dne  year ;  in  ihe  eighth  to  write  fot  two  years  ^  eadi 
ttf -the!  xAher  seven  classes  take  brie  year.*  and  in 
tk6l^e  seven  years  they  leant  the  catechism,  grammair^ 
liatSn,  and^  little  Gre^kybfekigemiployed  kSt  hburs 
"4  day  in  summer,  and  five  in  winter.  Places  in  the 
ftiur  higher  dasises  are  determined  by  what  are  called 
attacks^  the  boys  challenging  one  another  to  the  best 
lesscft,  or  the  best  theme.  Prizes  are  distributed 
annually,  and  tiie  day  is  a^  national  festival.  'The 
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tOBLffi&tCBim  inabody>  the  oaimsters  aJBd  profe^soiSr 
the  whole  people,  tefpait  to  tibe  cathedral,  where  the^ 
fimt  magistxatte  of  the  Republic  proclaims  alpuditbe. 
oames  cf  those  who  hft^ve  prizes ;  but  the  day  af^er^ 
each  yictorious  candidate  is  subjected  to  a  grabot*, 
that  is,  a  public  examination,  and  a  severe  one  tpo^ 
of  their  moral  and  &cbo}ar-like  conduct  during  the 
year,  the  residt  of  whidi  may  be  the  ]om  of  the  prize 
obtaixied;  .  Ey^^y  tiung  in  this  sdenmity  is  calculated 
to  excite  emulaticMa,  perhaps  to  excess*  After  leatrii^ 
cdlege,  the  yoimg  men  attend  the  Au^Htfnrc  of  tb^r 
Academy,  that  is  to.  say,  ^dUqw  ihe  lessKms  of  the 
professors  oi  bellesrlMtt'e»  for  three  ye^rs ;  philosoj^jt 
afterwards;  and,  finally,  law  and  divinky.  Vr 

The  Q^ievans  knpw  that  their  system  of  educaticaj 
has  defects,  and  are  anxious  to  cc»rrect  them.  -The 
four  first  years  at  the  college,  ibr  instance,  are  ^pent 
in  learning  to  read  and  write,  which  might  be  taught 
better  in  half  the  time,  and  wit)i  it  elements  of  vaxiow 
^s  doid  scieiioes,  by  the  Bell  and  Lancaster  methods } 
besides,  the  five  or  six  following  years  are.mo^y 
employed  in  learning  dead  languages,  without  utiUty 
to  the  nine-tenths  of  those  who  attend  college,  beiqg 
iaaapplimble  to  their  situation  in  life.  I  am  told  the 
parents  of  the  class  of  tradesmen  are  very  anxiouf^ 
their  dbildren  should  be  Latin  scholars ;  but  allowing 

*  The  members  of  the  Executive  Council  are  liable  to  be  turned 
out  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Repre^ 
aipntauves.    This  counterpatt  of  ao  election  is  calted  GrtAot. 
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Ibr  the  prejudioe,  it  is  no  reason  why  meie  should 
not  be  taught.  The  want  of  method  is  eomidaniod 
of  in  the  distribirticm  of  the  lectures  in  Ifae  Aucfitoiresi 
d[  the  Academy ;  there  are  often  several  lectures  <xk 
the  same  subject,  while  other  branches  are  not  tau^ 
at  all. 

Hie  citizens  of  Oeneya,  as  at  Rome,  in  the  heroic 
liges  of  the  Republic,  serve  tfadr  country  for  love  al- 
together;  her  magistrates,  her  clergy,  her  learned 
professors,  are  all  of  the  heroic  stamp,  and  fulfil  their 
respective  avocations,  for  little  or  no  reward.  Yet, 
it  seems  to  me,  that  as  the  heroic,  and  even  the  pa- 
ternal, ages,  are  over  every  where,  learned  professors 
might  submit  to  receive  a  compensation  for  their  ser- 
vices, in  lieu  of  the  patrician  eminence,  whidi  was 
their  portion  formerly.  Adam  Smith  deemed  a  pe- 
cuniary stimulant  applicable  to  the  sdentifio  profes- 
sions, as  well  as  to  others,  and  the  learned  professors, 
his  countrymen,  receive,  some  of  them,  iBU3  much  as 
two  thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year  from  their  pupUa, 
without  being  the  worse  for  it ;  there  is  really  no 
reascm  why  learning  should  be  put  im  bread  and 
water. 

Ever  since  the  Reformation,  the  public  establMi- 
ments  of  education  at  Geneva  have  enjoyed  a  high 
degree  of  reputation,  and,  although  diarged  with  Cal- 
vinistical  severity,  have  always  kept  pace  with  the 
progress  of  knowledge  in  Europe.  Two  celebrated 
professors,  bom  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century. 
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riv9l9:iq.^ry,  l^t.  not  H^  1^8  firiends*  Ckamer  tttd 
CMtm4niu.f,  taught  t^J^eTWtQDiasadi)3(»¥eanes  frdiic^ 
their  first  pcomuigsttop »  «l¥i  new  mfsibemaiiQalcii^at 
were  ^atabliabed  for  thpi»  in  17^ ;  both  these 
tefu^nod  men  Y(&te  magistrates  of.  the  Republic,  as 
also  the  learnt  and  modest  Abajozitf.  Ejcperi- 
mental  philosophy  and  natural  history,  soon  alter 
attracted  the  attention  <rf  Europe  by  the  disooyery  oS 
a  new  principle  hitherto  unknown.    Trembley,  Tal- 

•  When,  in  1731,  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Paris,  gave  Cra- 
mer the  proxime  aceemt  on  a  question  respecting  the  orbits  ef  the 
planets,  for  which  Bcmouilli  receiTed  the  prl«,  the  tetter  admitted 
^aitfltkooittq  cowroime  mat  nUnagtmau  qu'il  »vpit  ga^^  enwrs 
les  tourbillons ! 

+  Abaiuit,  who  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eightyrseven,  travel- 
led in  his  youth  in  England  and  Holland,  and  became  intimately 
acquainted  with  Bayle,  and  with  Sir  Isaac  Newton.  The  latter, 
when  he  sent  him  his  Commaeium  KfUtoHcum,  wrote,  that  he  was  • 
fit  judge  between  Leibnita  and  him,  He  had  before  discovered  an 
error  in  the  Prindpui,  which.' was,  in  consequence,  corrected  in  the 
next  edition ;  and  he  had  alsd  changed  Newton's  opinion  respecting 
lite  total  and  central  eclipse  observed  by  Thales,  m  the  year  «84» 
befoie  Christ,  which  b  so  essential  to  chronology.  The  extremj^ 
simplicity  and  modesty  of  Abauzit  made  him  impart  his  opinions  and 
discoveries  to  his  friends  rather  than  to  the  pnbUc.  Rousseau  wa« 
curprised  to  find  him  better  iirformed  than  himself,  on  the  sulflect  of 
MciatA  nuisic,  of  which  he  had  made  a  particular  study.  When 
Voltaire  was  told  by  a  foreigner;  that  he  was  come  to  Geneva  to  see 
the  first  man  in  Europe,  his  answer  was,  "Then  you  are  come  to  see 
AAaiaU  P'  ifc  was  bom  at  Usw,  in  France,  (l679,)  of  »  Protest- 
ant family ;  but  he  was  educated  at  Geneva,  where  his  mother  sent 
him  in  his  infancy,  to  save  him  from  being  taken  away  from  her, 
and  brought  up  a  CathoKc,  as  was  then  done.  She  was,  m  conse- 
quence, sent  to  prison  herself 
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kbert.  Bonnet,  De  SaiiBsure,  De  Ijat,  ^.»  distill^ 
guished  themselves  by  their  experiments,  and  theaeaE 
and  sagadty  with  which  they  collected  facts.  Nei- 
ther Trembley  nor  Bcxmet  were  professors  of  the  Auk 
ditoire,  but  they  nevertheless  oontribbted  much  to 
the  advancement  of  public  education,  lie  council 
created,  in  1737,  a  professorship  of  e:q)erim6iital  phi-' 
Iosq)hy  for  Tallabert,  while  Burlamadii,  at  the  same 
time,  delivered  lectures  on  the  laws  of  nations.  lli» 
events  of  the  last  twenty  years  have,  in  sc»ne  degree, 
damped  the  spirit  of  mental  improvement,  heretofore 
so  conspicuous  here;  and  the  present  generatioa 
does  not  promise  to  be  very  distinguished  in  the  paths 
of  science,  for  those  eminent  professors  Geneva  still 
possesses  belonging  to  o&er  times ;  yet,  as  the  pub- 
lic is  aware  of  this  deficiency,  a  hope  r^nains  that 
it  will  not  exist  lc»ig,  particularly  as  a  new  and  bettee 
organization  of  the  Auditoirc  is  in  contemplaticHi: 
Some  want  it  to  be  erected  into  a  university;  but 
others,  comparing  the  internal  peace  they  ei^y  w^ 
the  agitated  state  of  German  universities,  are  appre- 
hensive the  influx  of  foreign  students  would  require 
a  new  system  df  police  inconsistent  with  the  nature 
of  their  government;  that  it  would  break  in  upon 
their  privacy,  and,  by  enhancing  the  price  df  the 
necessaries  of  life,  be  a  source  of  profit  to  their  neigh- 
bours, and  loss  to  themselves,  as  their  own  territory 
is  too  limited  to  supply  the  consumption  of  the  town. 
Their  object  is  to  secure  as  good  a  systwi  of  educsi-: 
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tion  as  poisible  for  their  own  children,  ndt  to  set 
lip  te  t^adiers  for  the  rest  of  Europe,  which  evefl  in 
ai  H^rcenary  point  of  view,  would  be  a  hazardous* 
speculation.  The  richest  among  foreign  students, 
now  in  Geneva,  board  with  clergymen,  who  under- 
take to  assist  their  studies  as  well  as  overlook  their 
conduct,  for  one  hundred  louis,  or  pounds  sterling, 
a  year ;  boarding  merely  may  be  had  at  half  price,' 
or  erven  less. 

Tiie  cc^ege  is  a  scholastic-looking  building,  its* 
Iftirdry,  occasionally  recruited  with  modern  books, 
contains  forty  thousand  volumes ;  the  correspondence 
of  Calvin,  of  Theodore  de  Beza,  and  othei'  celebrated 
reformers,  is  preserved  there;  and  it  were  to  be 
wished,  the  patient  and  intelligent  editor  of  the 
Bxthiiis  dur  Cor^seil  d'Etat  de  Oinevey  would  undertake 
tdf  investigate  and  publish  what  is  most  curious  and 
diaracteristic  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

When  comparing  the  public  establishments  of 
elifocation  at  Geneva  with  those  of  other  countries, 
and  their  respective  results,  we  soon  find  we  muSt 
look  elsewhere  for  an  adequate  cause  for  the  manifest 
superiority  of  Geneva.  I  have  heard  it  ascribed  to 
the  domestic  impulse  given  by  parents  themselves, 
and  especially  to  the  enlightened  and  indefatigable 
zeal  of  mothers ;  my  own  observations  tend  to  con- 
firm the  opinion.  We  are  naturally  led  to  inquire 
how  these  mothers  themselves  are  brought  up;  I  shall 
give  scxne  account  of  the  most  remarkable  feature  in 
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their  education.  A  stranger,  when  fijAst  admitted  to. 
spme  sort  ci  familiar  intercourse  at  G^pteva,  socm 
takes  notice  of  oert^a  endearing  epithets  wliich 
women  c^  all  ages  are  in  the  hat>it  Qf<  bestowing  on 
one  another,  such  as  *^  man  ctBur;*  ^^  mon  cheu^y*'  **  ma 
mignone,''  "  monangc^'*  The  objects  of  this  iirter- 
change  of  endearment,^  I  was  told,  are  women  of  some 
Sun^y  sociefy.  lliisi  e:irplanati0n  only  increasing  my 
curiosity,  I  made  further  inquiries,  of  whidi  the  fol- 
lowing was  the  result : — Both  boys  and  girts  are  from 
their  birth  associated  to  other  children  of  the  same 
age  and  sex* ;  boys,  under  the  designation  of  the 
same  volec,  and  girls,  of  the  same  soditi  du  Dmanchc^ 
meet  at  some  of  the  parents'  houses  every  Sunday,  but 
neither  fathers  nor  mothers,  nor  even  brothers  ad4 
sisters,  unless  of  the  same  society,  are  present;  a 
goUter  (a  sort  of  light  supper)  is  given  to  them  com- 
posed  of  fruit,  pastry,  ^c,  of  whiiii,  bdmg  IdS;  to 
their  own  ccaitrol,  they  partake  at  dii^retion,  and  do 
and  say  what  they  please.  A  sort  of  natnral  subcar* 
dination  soon  establishes  itself  amongst  thtin ;  the 
cleverest  and  most  good-natured,  the  strongest  and 
the  wisest,  soon  acquire  an  influence  over  the  c^ers^ 
which  increases  gradually  with  age  f .    They  fed  no 

•  Treaties  are  concluded  eventually  between  parents,  before  the 
birth  of  a  child,  and  negotiations  have  even  been  known  to  take 
pl^ce  in  regard  to  diose  who  never  were  conceived. 
•  fVoving  men  of  the  s^me  volee  remain  as  such  united  at  college, 
and  until  their  dispersion  over  the  world  ;  but  even  then,  they  retain 
always  a  strong  predilection  in  favour  of  their  early  companions. 
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jealousy  of  a  siqieriority  msengibly  estaUlsbed  and 
aduELowledgiBd  by  themselves;  it  r^ects  credit  on 
the  whde  vqU^^  or  ioditdy  the  merits  of  one  membev 
are  the  boast  of  all,  and  thus  tvrelve  individuals  a^e 
led  to  take  the  best  amco^  them  for  their  models 
There  have  heea  examples  of  young  female  orphans 
eactr^aely  well  educated  by  thdir  sodHi;  others  have 
there  found  means  to  counteract  the  bad  education 
they  received  at  bwoe;  but  there  is  not  one  instance 
of  a  whde  association  being  contaminated  by  the 
vicious  propensities  of  an  individual.  Young  women, 
left  to  their  awn  guidance,  under  the  safeguard  of 
thdir  innoc^ice  and  mutual  protection,  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  as  well  as  at  five,  go  out  where  they  please, 
unattended,  without  any  questions  being  asked,  or 
any  inconvenience  being  found  to  result  from  the 
liberty  given  them;  there  are  very  few  instances 
indeed  of  women  above  the  very  lowest  class,  mar- 
ried or  not,  whose  conduct  is  suspected.  Women, 
generally  doomed  to  live  and  die  where  they  are 
bom,  and  whose  friendships  are  rarely  interrupted 
by  any  long  absence,  being  gentler,  more  affec- 
tionate and  caressing  than  men,  retain  habitually 
through  Kfe,  in  speaking  to  one  another,  those  youth- 
M  expressi<Mis  of  fondness  which  had  attracted  my 
notice;  but  men,  as  well  as  women,  always  make 
a  great  difierenoe  between  the  friends  of  their  so- 
dUty  and  those  who  are  not.  It  has  been  said  of 
Geneva,   that  however  long  a  stranger   may  live 
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there,  or  be  of  all  the  wir^c*,  henever  will  i^fiur-- 
tber:   this  must  be  ex^dained;  not  being  of  aay 
man's  volec,  he  will  not  be  treated  with  the  faml-- 
Uarity  of  an  object  of  intimate  association  from  the 
earliest  in&ncy.      These  are  the   friendships    de- 
soribed  by  Montaigne,    which  the  stranger  wouid 
not  probably  have  met  with  in  his  own  country,  and 
jnay  therefore  dispense  with  at  Geneva*    Young 
women  meet  by  themselves  until  one  of  ihem.  mwn 
ries;  the  husband  becc»nes,  ipso  factOf  of  th0  sodete^ 
du  Dimanche  of  his  wife;  other  men,  not  maxriad^ 
are  frcnn  that  moment  admitted;  each  of  the  girls 
designates  those  she  wishes  to  invite,  who  aiie/ad-t 
mitted  if  the  rest  have  no  objection ;  this  is  a  gce«fc 
change;  the  young  people   of  the  two  .BeX.es  oqw 
learn  to  know  each  other,  and  most  marriage  ori* 
ginate  in  this  manner,  being  seldom  the  result  of 
mere  prudential  arrangements  made  by  the  par^ata; 
some  matches  occur,  unequal  in  point  of  fortune,  biit 
very  few  between  peraons  of  unequal  and  inoompa- 
tible  tempers.    Husbands  are,  as  we  have  seen,  of 
the  society  of  their  wives,   quitting  those  to  which 
they  had  previously  belonged;  the  wife,  therefore^ 
determines  the  cast  of  her  husband,     It  is  not  uur 
common  for  men  of  the  haute  iocieU  of  Geneva  to  be 
seen  there  no  more  after  they  have  married  beneath 
them;  this  is  not  an  exclusion,  but  a  voluntary  es- 
trangement, of  which  the  motive  does  them  credit. 
It  may  be  asked,  what  constitutes  the  lumte  sodete  of 
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a  country  like  Geneva,  without  hereditary  titles,  with- 
out nobility,  without  entailed  estates,  or  even  large 
territorial  estates,  for  want  of  a  territory — such,  in- 
deed, is  the  natural  tendency  to  these  distinctions, 
that  we  find  them  in  all  countries ;  vanity  is  never  at 
a  loSs  for  a  pretence.  In  Virginia,  priority  of  trans* 
pbftation  among  the  founders  of  families,  at'  the  time 
flie  colony  was  a  sort  of  Botany  Bay  of  the  mother 
couritry,  is  said  to  form  a  claim  to  precedency  Bmong 
their  descendants.  This  may  only  be  a  bad  joke  on 
Virginians ;  but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  •  that  men  wiffl 
turn  every  thing  to  the  account  of  their  pride.  At 
Oeneva,  the  families  of  those  who  took  shelter  there 
*a*  ifie  tilne  of  the  Reformation,  werfe^  it  seems,  the 
fiVst'  founders  of  the  haute  socUU ;  for  the  blockly 
quarriels 'between  the  infant  Republic  and  the  Dukes 
if 'Savoy,  had  previously  driven  away  all  the  nobles ; 
all  those  holding  places  under  government;  all  th6 
fich;'all  those  whose  vanity,  or  whose  education, 
'Connected  'them  with  the  great.'  The  clerg^  also 
v^eht  away  at  the  Reformation,  ^nd  the  ca/ww/Za  6nly 
'ifemained  at  last.  Protestants  coming  amongst  them 
appeared  like  fellow-sufferers,  and  high-minded  men, 
who  had  preferred  exile  to  the  sacrifice  of  their  con- 
scientious opinions,  could  not  fail  to  be  well  received; 
^heii"  biith,  wealth,  superior  education  and  learning, 
excited  no  jealousy  among  the  people,  but  more  pro- 
bably gratified  their  pride,  and  they  allowed  these 
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foreigners  to  preserve  tbeir  rank.  AU  the  namei 
ending  in  I  of  the  beau  mande  of  Geneva  date  from 
the  first  period  of  the  Reformation ;  they  were  Itar 
lian  exiles.  The  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nant7 
added  some  new  families  to  the  first ;  but  the  crowd 
of  foreign  tradesmen,  who^  like  their  betters,  availed 
themselves  of  the  protection  of  Genevan  laws,  and 
flourished  under  them,  remained  in  the  rear  ranks, 
and  found  it  difficult  to  make  their  way  into  the  mor^ 
distinguished  society ;  which  took  possession  of  the 
higher  end  of  the  town,  because  pleasanter,  and  in 
time  it  became  synonymous  to  be  of  the  viUe  haute  or 
of  the  haute  sodet^-^B,  person  in  power,  a  patrieian. 
Much  jealousy  then  prevailed  between  1;he  hi^  vaad 
low  town,  and  it  might  be^  S9.id,  with  2^  niuch  tn#i 
as  is  strictly  requisite  to  give  currency  to  a  jcdce,  tfaa|; 
the  frequent  revolution  in  Gepev^  during  the  }ast  c^- 
tury  came  from  its  not  being  built  on  level  ground— 
JVo^rfcgr^^deTwi/c^^e,  said  a  Genevan,  sant  des  escaljers. 
Hiunane  institutions  are  multiplied  at  Geneva  e(ven 
to  excess,  a^d  lead  to  some  of  the  inconveniences  of 
the  poor  laws  of  England — ^that  of  giving  a  premiupa 
to  idleness,  for  which  the  industrious  suffer,  and  gf 
increasing  .population  beyond  the  means  of  subsisdtr 
ence.  The  saving-baQk  is  the  institution . ;  which 
promises  to  do  most  good>  without  the  possibility  ^ 
abuse ;  it  may  indeed  be  considered  as:  <3spe^  of  the 
greatest  social  improvements  iij^oMri^ftys.  ^  Whf^ 
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.the  saving^bank  of  Qenefva  was  $r$t  establisb^^  a 
lieh  Genevan  gvajated  a  moi^age  on  his  estate  for 
.tiie  sec^ty  of  deposits,  giving  also  a  considerable 
sum  of  nKxiey  as  a  premium,  in  order  to  encpurs^ge 
them;  in  two  years,  nine  hundred  and  si^ty-si;&  indir 
jviduals  have  deposited  four  bmdred  and  twentyreight 
tfaoui^uid  four  hundred  and  five^  fioiiiis,  eight  tbpu- 
sand  four  hundred  pounds  sterling.  I  should  men- 
tion, the  Orphan  Asylum,  estabhshed  twelve  years 
ago  by  some  Genevan  ladies,  who  direct  it ;  they 
have  now  thirty-six  pupils,  brought  up  to  industry 
-and  morality^  who  cost, five  hundred  and  seventy 
florins,  or  eleven  pounds  sterling  a  year  each,  all  eic^ 
j)^ns/es  juicluded,  and  deducting  the  proceeds  of  their 
.workv  Although  many  of  them,  bom  in  poverty,. and 
neglected  in  eaiiy  youth,  entered  with  bad  habits  ajad 
^some  vices,  they  have  been  so  entirely  reclaimed  by 
th6  discipline  of  the  establishment,  and  the  few  al- 
ready placed  in  service  have  turned  out  so  well,  that 
they  are  now  in  great  request  as  serv£tnts. 

The  hospital,  well  administered,  is  in  a  healthy 
situation,  and  kept  very  clean;  it  contained,  when 
I  saw  it,  two  hundred  and  eleven  sick ;  but  medical 
-advice,  and  assistance  in  food  and  money,  were  eis- 
tended  to  many  more  individuals  out  of  doors,  to  the 
poor  as. well  as  the  sick,  at  the  annual  expense  of 
three  thousand  five  hundred  poimds  sterling.  The 
number  of  foundlings,  received  fi^oin  the  whole  canton, 
does  not  exceed  thirty  a  year.     I  was  shocked  to 
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see  in  the  hospital  about  thirty-five  insane  patieirts, 
lying  most  of  them  naked  on  straw  in  their  respec- 
tive oells,  of  which  they  had  broken  the  windows, 
and  yelling  like  wild  beasts.  Mad-houses  were  in 
this,  or  in  a  worse,  state  all  over  Europe  not  many 
years  ago,  and  are  so  still  in  most  countries ;  but  I 
should  have  expected  to  have  seen  the  late  inqprove- 
ments  introduced  in  England  in  fiiU  operaticm  at 
G^ieva,  where  they  are  known  to  many  who  have 
seen  the  new  establishments  in  London,  as  I  have 
lately  seen  them  myself  with  admiration;  yet  no 
steps  are  taken  to  reform  and  improve  their  own  barr 
barous  establishment  *. 

*  It  was  the  excess  of  mismanagement  which  brought  on  the  re- 
form of  mad-hooses  in  England,  and  especially  of  New  Bethlett. 
St.  Lake's,  the  first  house  of  the  kind  I  visited,  appeared  to  me  per« 
fection ;  but  New  Bethlem,  which  I  saw  afterwards,  far  exceeds  it. 
Formerly,  the  insane  were  treated  as  criminals,  that  is,  with  unneces* 
sary< rigour;  now,  criminals  are  treated  as  persons  under  siental d«» 
.tahgem^nt,  that  is^  both  restrained  from  doing  harm,  and  subjected  to 
proper  discipline,  with  a  view  to  induce  new  habits  and  a  new  course 
of  ideas.  A  striking  resemblance  is  observable  in  the  New  Peniten- 
tiary (Mil]|>ank)  and  New  Bethlem.  The  principal  of  classiiicationt 
separation,  occupation,  prevails  in  both  ;  with  this  difference,  that  the 
patients  at  New  Bethlem  are  not  regularly  employed,  as  those  in  the 
Penitentiary.  It  is  true,  they  cannot  be  trusted  with  all  sorts  of  took, 
but  there  are  those  l»f  an  innocent  description,  such  as  the.  {Stocking- 
frame  and  the  loom.  A  taste  for  occupation  might  be  introduced,  as 
good  order  has  been.  I  saw,  at  New .  Bethlem,  a  woman  who  had 
been  for  ten  years  chained  to  the  wall  in  the  old  institution,  and  her 
hands  besides  confined  by  a  strait  wal&tcoat,  because  she  would  not 
keep  on  her  clothes.  I  have  seen  this  same  woman  at  large  in  New 
Bethlem,  decently  dressed,  and  <;|uietly  working  at  her  needle,  or 
knitting  stockings. 
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TBie  prisons  of  Geneva,,  tolerably  clean,  are  other- 
wise in  a  state  of  great  imperfection ;  debtors,  very  few 

Wbien  she  and  others  in  her  situation  were  first  let  loose,  they  were 
frantic  with  joy,  then  soon  began  to  be  disorderly ;  at  the  first  out- 
Fage  committed,  they  were  seized  and  confined  as  before*    A  new  ex- 
periment was  tried,  with  the  same  result,  only  that  the  interval  Qi 
good  behaviour  was  longer ;  and  so  on,  from  day  to  day,  until  they 
learned  to  be  ruled,  and  to  be  mad  decently.     In  St.  Luke's,  I  ob- 
seired  only  two  cases,  of  patients  destroying  their  bedding  and 
clothes,  and  obliged  to  be  chained  ;  at  New  Bethlem,  not  even  cue* 
It  i^  an  error  to  suppose  that  people  are  mad  at  all  points,  or  are  vi- 
cious at  all  points.     Conscience  or  intellect  generally  remains  assail- 
able somewhere,  and  the  woman  above-mentioned  furnishes  a  proof 
that  the  last  spark  of  rationality  is  not  easily  extinguished.     The  in- 
sane will  submit  to  rule,  and  be  the  better  for  it,  but  they  will  not  sub- 
mit to  be  chained  like  wild  beasts.     Every  mode  of  withdrawing  the 
n^lid'fbolto  the  usual  course  of  ideas  should  be  used.    Lord  Robert  &, 
one  of  the  most  active,  and  most  useful  of  the  directors  of  New  Bethi* 
lem,  piques  himself  with  having  given  the  patients  windows  to  look 
over  on  the  country  and  the  passengers  on  the  road  ;  this  does  not 
s0Bm  to  answer  at  Geneva,  but  ^  there  are  reasons  for  the  diflG^rcfiicet 
At  the  New  Bethlem,  the  windows  are  in  a  long  gallery,  whfere  tba 
patients  walk  freely,  and  not  in  solitude ;  they  have,  besides,  access  to 
large  courts,  with  grass  and  trees.     At  Geneva,  they  look  from  the 
iirindow  of  the  call,  where  they  are  detained  in  solitary  and  pcrpetuld 
confinement,  and  comparing  the  liberty  of  those  in  the  public  walksy 
with  their  own  situation,  they  are  not  amused,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
made  extremely  angry ;  the  more  so  from  the  provocation  they  re- 
ceive from  boys  and  vulgar  people,  the  windows  beingtoo  neartke  Walks. 
The  strait  waistcoat  is  discarded  in  the  new  Cestablishments,  and 
leathern  belts  substituted,  to  which  the  wrists  are  fastened  by. a  ring, 
so  as  to  allow,  in  a  great  degree,  the  use  of  the  hands*  I  saw,  in  Guy's 
hospital,  a  woman  whose  feet  mortified  in  consequence  of  the  cold 
and  damp,  and  the   pressure  of  her  fetters  in  a  private  mad-house^ 
and  who  had  both  legs  amputated  very  lately.     She  seemed  to  have 
recovered  her  reason  in  a  great  degree,  and  expressed  how  com]1ara- 
tively  happy  she  was !  I        . 

Vol.  I.  2  H 
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hxkBy,  are  abut  upjHritbpettjcdfeiiden; 
tiiM  wd  not  tned,  are  Ukewiae  tpgetb»;  Wheal 
yisited  the  pris(xi,  I  found  sixty-two  individuals,  two 
of  whom  only  were  detained  for  debt :  one  half  of  the 
immber  w(»:ked  in  di£fefent  rooms,  six  or  ei§^:  tM^ 
ther,  at  various  trades,  sleeping  two  and  two  on  straw 
mattresses  provided  for  them;  strong  liquors  are  not 
allowed ;  the  diaplain  appeared  to  p^form  his  dttti^» 
with  zeal  and  intelligence,  and  the  gaoler  seemed  a[ 
humane  man*  The  want  of  space  here,  as  at  the 
hospital,  seems  to  raise  impediments  to. reform,  and 
this  want  of  space  is  due  to  the  fortifications. 

The  fact  is,  that  all  the  institutions  of  Geneva 
were  so  early  tcderaUe,  that  the  necessity  of  making 
them  better  was  never  so  urgent  and  imperious  as 
elsewhere :  yet  perfection  is  incumbent  on  Geneva  on 
peculiar  groimds.  For  nearly  three  cotitartes  its 
moral  reputatic»i  made  its  principal  or  only  strength, 
and  the  influence  of  that  moral  reputation  never  was 
so  conspieuous  as  in  oiir  days.  After  fifteen  yeans  of 
political  death,  tlie  Republic  of  Geneva  was  picked 
up,  like  an  old  medal,  by  the  sovereigns  of  Europe 
assembled  at  Vienna.  Had  it  been  an  ordinary 
town,  they  never  would  have  thought  of  its  restoraticm 
on  principles  of  justice  alone,  any  more  than  of  Veaice 
or  Genoa.  National  identity  had  survived  the  poli- 
tical extinction  of  Geneva. 

The  Genevan  House  of  Parliament  is  at  this  nu> 
at  employed  in  solving  a  problem  about  tl^  divi- 


sibttty  of  nttttor ;  the  queftkm  is,  to  reduce^  lo^its 
smaBeBt  possible  quantity  ^  the  ^  standii^  army  of  the ' 
Bepoblie;  opmions  are  divided  on  the  subject;  par- 
ties grow  warm,  but  as  they  debate  with  dosed  doQrs;(. 
irepoits  am  various  respecting,  th^n.    This  standiiii^i 
forde,  usually  called  garrkoH,  has  been  suooessiyelyi; 
ledueed;  from  eiie  thousand  &m  hundred  m^i  to  oao^ 
thottsandtwohundared,  to  eight  bindred^  to  fimr  hon*^  • 
died  and  sixty,  and  now  the  object,  is  to  reduce  it< 
faHfaer  to  three  hundred  and  eighty  men.    It  puts  one  > 
in  mind  of  the  tailor  of  the  island  of  Barataria,  with 
his  five  diminutive  hoods  placed  on  the  end  of  his  four 
fingers  and  thumb.    The  adv^saries  of  the  gaitison, 
going  bade  one  hundred  years  and  more,  to  the  time 
dT  building  the  fortifications,  say  they  wwe  a  pretence 
for  a  garrison  against  the  people,  not  against  a  fordgn 
enemy.    This,  of  course,  is  contradicted  by  their  op- 
ponents, wha  assert  that  the  foi[tificati<»is  saved  the^ 
townfrom^immediat(&  occupation  in  1792,  1814,  and 
181^ ;  and  thlEit  four  hunchred  and  sixty  men  is  the* 
least  possible  numba:  necessary,  simply  to  mount 
guard  in  time  of  peace,  without  harassing  the  inha- 
bitants, whose  timjB  is  better  employed ;  for,  in  time 
of  war,  thirty  times  that  number  would  be  required. 
This,   however,   furnishes  a  new  argument  against 
them,  for  thirty  times  four  hundred  and  sixty  efficient 
men  is  much  more  than  the  whole  male  population 
can  supply,  and  it  would  scarcely  be  worth  while  to 

guard,  in  time  of  peace,  fortifications  which  must  be 

9H  s 
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abandoned  in  time  of  war.  As  to  Baying  the  town 
from  a  coup  de  medn^  it  is  what  a  mere  wall  would  do 
as  well.  Buonaparte  meditated  to  make  Gdieva  a 
place  d'armes^  extending  the  works  to  certain  coai- 
manding  heights  near  it,  a  plan  the  Austrians  were 
about  carrying  into  execution,  in  1815,  and  the 
works  already  begun  were  only  stopped  by  the  news 
of  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  The  fortifications,  there- 
fore, have  been  twice  on  the  point  of  proving  fatal 
to  Geneva,  to  its  peace,  to  its  morals,  to  its  inde- 
pendence, to  all,  in  fine,  that  is  dear  to  Genevans. 
As  to  its  being  the  key  of  Switzerland,  the  idea  is  ex- 
ploded in  modem  tactics,  no  such  importance  is  now 
attached  to  fortresses :  the  strong-hold  of  Switzerland 
is  in  the  Alps ;  an  army,  assembled  there,  would  best 
cover  its  frcHitiers. 

The  friends  of  the  garrison  are  thus  driven  to 
another  ground ;  a  republican  country,  they  say,  may 
do  without  a  standing  force,  a  republican  town  can- 
not;  particularly  when  one-fourtli  of  its  population, 
is  composed   of  manufacturers*,  and  one-third  of. 

♦  Geneva  is  not  properly  a  manufacturing  town,  and  had  better 
not  be  one,  dependent  as  it  must  ever  be  on  its  neighbours  for 
corn.  The  number  of  its  watchmakers  ("the  only  manufacturers 
of  arty  consequence,  since  the  liberty  of  the  press  in  other  coun- 
tries has  destroyed  a  considerable  book  trade)  is  even  much  di- 
minished. 

In  1782,  the  number  of  workmen  in  the  different  branches 
of  watch«-making  was         •         ^ 5000 

In  1792^  the  three  principal  branches  employed  1200  indi- 
viduals and  secondary  branches  2043  ";         .         .         .     3240. 

In 
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foreigners,  England,  since  the  great  increase  of 
manufacturers,  and  although  the  larger  portion  of  the 
population  is  still  agricultural,  has  been  obliged  to 
maintain  a  great  military  force  in  the  country.   Berne, 

In  1818,  the  3  principal  branches  950,  the  others  1077     •     2027 

In  1802,  Geneva  exported 

15,000  gold  watches,  at  7P  francs  1,050,000 
45,000  silver  ditto,  at  15  ditto  6^5,000 


2,375,000 
In  1818,  this  exportation  amounted  to  three  millions  of  francs, 
principally  gold  watches. 

Thus  the  amount  of  exportations  is  increasing,  while  the  number 
of  workmen  is  diminishing,  owing  to  various  improvements  in  the 
art,  and  the  application  of  machines ;  but,  their  labou^  requiriog 
more  skill  than  formerly,  they  are  better  paid.  Women  had,  in 
consequence,  been  excluded,  though  now  they  begin  to  be  again 
employed. 

Mr.  Chaptal  states,  that  the  number  of  watches  made  in  Paris 
is  treble  what  it  was  twenty  years  ago,  and  the  number  made  at 
Geneva  proportionably  reduced.  In  point  of  fact,  there  are  no 
watches  made  at  Paris,  except  a  very  few  high-priced  ones,  by 
Mr.  Breguet,  and  some  other  first-rate  watchmakers,  and  even  th^ 
get  most  of  the  inside  work  of  their  watches  done  at  Geneva.  The 
importation  is  prohibited  in  France,  as  well  as  in  England,  but  these 
absiutl  prohibitions  are  evaded.  In  the  first  instance,  a  stamp  is 
required  in  France  on  all  articles  made  of  gold,  for  which  a  taix 
of  12  francs  an  ounce  is  paid,  and  would  come  to  about  eight 
francs  per  watch ;  but  this  stamp  is  clandestinely  applied  for  about 
15  sous,  which,  for  30,000  gold  watches,  is  a  loss  to  the  revenue 

of        . .        /217,509. 

VVatches  and  trinkets  are  smuggled  into  France  at  the 

fixed  rate  of  6  per  cent.,  which,  on  three  millions  is  .     .       180,000. 


397,500. 

A  duty  of  6  per  cent,  instead  of  the  prohibition,  would  secure 

to  government  the  whole  profit  smugglers  now  make.    The  value 
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intMpointofvieWt  although  under  a  less  pepular 
fynn  of  govenuQCTt  than  Geneva,  may  better  dispense 
with  a  military  force. 

The  liberals  of  Geneva  admit  that  their  ddCoftfo/- 
ghiiral,  like  the  Landsgemeinde  of  the  democratic 
cantons,  had  all  the  defects  of  tumultuous  assemblies, 
without  any  constitutional  eflBcacy ;  it  was  a  batde 
or  nothing.  The  history  of  the  last  century  a£brds 
nmnerous  instances  of  violence  on  the  part  of  the 
people,  and  oppression  on  the  part  of  the  government, 
impossible  at  present,  for  many  valuable  improve- 
ments have  taken  place  * :  a  sort  of  habeas  corpus 
protects  individuals ;  trials  are  conducted  with  open 
doors ;  a  statement  of  the  revenue  and  expenses  is 
published  yearly ;  the  press  is  freer  than  it  was.  All 
this  is  a  great  deal  gained,  but  more  is  demanded ; 
a  direct  mode  of  electing  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  public  debates  in  council,  the  fortifications 
pulled  down. 

It  is  not  supposed  the  elections  by  the  direct  mode, 
instead  of  the  two  degrees  of  election,  would  be  dif- 
ferent in  result  from  what  they  are,  but  they  would 

of  clock  work  from  Geneva  to  England,  being  mostly  for  the  India 
market,  is  six  millions  of  francs,  smuggled  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent, 
e()U^l  to  £24,000,  which  might  as  well  be  saved  to  the  revenue, 
by  esUiblishing  a  duty  equal,  or  even  superior,  to  the  premium 
given  to  smugglers. 

*  Two  thirds  of  the  votes  in  the  two  councils  v^  ii^cessary  (q 
carry  aa  amendment  to  the  constitution. 


plea^ie  the  peofde  better.  Those  who  ngeet  nvliat 
they  call  the  paternal  govenun^nt,  a  govenaaalA  :$ll 
trust  and  confidence,  should  consider,  ^at  it  never 
could  be  con^^ce  all  pn  one  side ;  and,  ]noreoVer» 
that  oonfid^oe  is  of  a  totaUy*different  nature,  under 
difl^r^it  circumstances.  Children,  five  years  oid» 
trust  to  their  parents,  and  so  they  again  do  at 
five-and-twenty ;  but,  surely*  on  different  grounds, 
whe?  the  discipline  of  the  nursery  gives  way  to  that 
of  reason. 

A  due  sepqiration  of  the  difierent  powers  of  the 
state  might  be  intended  by  the  new  constituticm ; 
but,  in  regard  to  the  judicial  branch,  where  the  sepa- 
ration is  more  necessary,  it  certainly  is  very  im* 
perfect.  The  legislative  council  selects  judges  from 
among  its  own  members,  and  those  of  the  executlTe 
council ;  they  are  appointed  for  life^  indeed,  but  in 
some  cases,  retain  their  seats  in  the  councils;  and 
finally,  the  executive  councU  overlooks  the  courts  of 
justice,  and  sees  that  they  fulfil  their  duty  ;  as,  every 
where  else  in  Switzerland,  the  judiciary  brandi  of  Ihe 
government  is,  in  a  great  degree,  blended  with  the 
others,  and  far  from  independent  ♦• 

*  Not  a  single  case  of  capital  condemnation  has  occuried  since  the 
restoration  of  the  Repnblic,  notwithstanding  the  accession  of  some 
pew  districts  ceded  by  France  and  Savoy.  There  have  been  a 
great  many  divorces  in  these  new  districts,  facilitated  by  the  GeneTaa 
law,  which  makes  the  voluntary  absence  of  one  of  the  parties  oi^t 
of  the  territory  for  a  certain  time,  not  very  long,  a  sufficient  cause  of 
divorce. 
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Whenever  a  fifee  govemm^it  is  attanpted  to  be 
established  in  Europe,  the  utmost  publicity  of  all  its 
measures,   by  means  of  debates  with  open  doors, 
and  of  an  unshackled  press,  is  looked  upon  as  the 
ftrst  requisite.     Experience  shews  ibat  abuses  in  the 
government  multiply  without  end,    as  long  as  they 
are  kept  secret,  and  that  a  sense  of  justice,  or  even 
good  policy,  never  operated  any  reform,  unless  as- 
sisted by  an  apprehension  of  loss  of  power,  from 
too  long  a  resistance  to  public  opinion.    The  instinct 
of  power  is  to  oppose  its  own  limitation,   and  all 
attempts  to  reform  or  control  its  administration;  un- 
bounded submission  and  unbounded  resistance  seem, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  instinct  of  nations.    Mutual 
dread,  much  oftener  than  confidence,  seems  to  regu. 
kte  their  intercourse,  and  yet  the  interest  of  both 
parties  is,  in  a  great  degree,  the  same.    They  have 
nrach  to  gain,   and  nothing  to  lose,   by  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  grounds  on  which  this  community 
of  mterests  is  estabhshed,  and  the   advantages  of 
unlimited     pubUcity    seem   to   foUow    of    course 
Truth,   as  we  are  told,   wiU  come  out  of  the  very 
heat  and  exaggeration  of  debate,   in  spite   of  all 
the  arts  of  faction,   and  by  means  of  them     Eng- 
land, undoubtedly,   owes  its  constitution  of  govein- 
mm  to  the  protracted  struggles  of  parties,  and  to 
the  continual  shock  of   opinions.      Geneva  is   an- 
other instance  of  the  ultimate  good' effect  of  those 
struggles,    although  carried  there  to  a  scandalous 
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extent  during  the  last  century*;  and,  if  we  con- 
sult the  history  of  Italy,  even  marking  what  it  was 
in  the  middle  ages,  and  what  it  is  now,  we  shall 
not  hesitate  between  the  respective  advantages  of  a 
state  of  political  agitation,  and  one  of  perfect  calm; 
there  are  no  tempests  on  a  pestilential  marsh,  al- 
though it  is  death  to  live  in  its  atmosphere.  Yet  we 
do  not  find  in  the  Italian  republics  of  the  middle 
ageSj  nor  at  Geneva,  nor  in  England,  till  within 
almost  our  own  timef ,  an  unlimited  system  of  pub- 
licity to  have  prevailed ;  consequently,  a  considerable 
degree  of  constitutional  freedom  and  mental  energy 
may  exist  without. 

Controversy  per  se,  and  argumentation  of  any  sort» 
without  a  certain  pre-disposition  to  admit  evidence, 
or  at  least  without  a  very  uncommon  degree  of  im- 
partiality, rarely,  if  ever,  operated  conviction,  or 
changed  any  received  opinion;  this  disposition  must 
come  of  itself,  or,  at  least,  be  the  immediate  result 
of  our  own  observation  of  facts,  our  own  experience 
of  abuses  and  defects,  inherent  to  institutions  of 
which  we  had  previously  a  favourable  opinion,  or  the 
spontaneous  discovery  of  some  fallacy  in  doctrines 

i    *.Cbap.  xxxii.  and  xxxiii.  Vol.  11.         ,     . 

t  ParliAmenUry:  debates  were  certainly  not  given  beibre  the 
bookseller  Cave  undertook  to  furnish  them,  by  the  aid  of  Johnson, 
in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  since' the  subject  is  treated  between 
them  as  a  new  idea.  A  long  time  probably  elapsed  before  regular 
repvJTts  of  these  debates  appeared  in  the  newspapers,  and  it  must  be 
within  the  memory  of  living  men. 
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we  thought  trae;  the  knowledge  of  facts  is,  tfaere- 
taxe,  mostdesiraUe  in  every  point  of  view;  but  ar* 
guing  cm  fscts  misleads  full  as  c^sa  as  it  iostrocts ; 
yet  the  greater  part  of  what  is  puUished  comets  of 
Mgumants  much  jnore  than  facts.    Although  ail- 
ments are  without  efiicacy  to  remove  prejudices  al« 
seady  formed,  they  slrengthen  than  wonderfully  when 
diey  happen  to  t»3d  the  same  way  as  our  feelings, 
lendii^  them  a  sort  of  dogmatic  auth<»ity  which  sanc- 
tions their  violence*    To  ask  whether  the  truth  should 
be  known,  is  not  to  state  the  question  properly,  but 
whether  the  daily  publication  of  polemical  writings 
or  political  debates  be,  or  be  not,  the  best  mode  of 
propagating  it;    we  can  only  affinn  it  is  the  best 
mode  of  stimulating  and  keq)ing  alive  public  atten- 
tion, and  may  be  good  or  bad  according  to  circum- 
stances.    It  is  the  remedy  for  a  particular  disease  of 
the  mind,   apathy,  but  not  its  best  food  when  in 
health.    He  who  reads  a  factious  paper  every  mom- 
i£^  at  breakfEist,  would  shrink  from  the  daily  appli- 
Gatkxi  of  a  blistering-plaster  to  his  back ;   yet  the 
Ignition  of  the  one  bears  a  considerable  degree  of 
analogy  to  the  other.    The  people  want  stimulants 
occasionally,  the  government  oftener;  and  were  the 
zeal  of  a  legislative  assembly  to  cool,  and  the  nation 
to  become  indifferent,  public  debates  and  newspaper 
reports  would,  of  course,  be  the  obvious  means  for 
^ectmg  excitement*    Now,  in  regard  to  Geneva, 
the  question  seems   to  be,  not  whether  the  truth 
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should^be  known,  (£Dfr  atthoit^  oot  a  tingle  news- 
paper is  {Hinted  in  the  telritory  of  the  Republic, ^a&d 
altho^  the  councite  debate  with  doaed  doom,  the 
peoi^e  know,  in  &ct,  all  that  is  going  on  very  aceu* 
lately),  but  wheth^  any  slimulantsbe  wanted,  either 
with  the  government  or  the  people ;  and  I  should  say, 
no.  The  constitution  has  already  been  amended 
twice  or  three  times,  in  the  very  few  years  sincerthe 
restoration  of  the  Republic,  and  is  likely  to  be 
amended  soon  again,  in  some  of  the  pdnts  idready 
stated;  it  is  obvious,  then,  that  there  axe  symptoBois 
of  sufGk^ient  life  and  activity  in  the  councils  o(  ^ 
nation,  and  that  the  nation  itself  is  by  no  ateans 
asleep;  still,  therefore,  I  wouM  leave  the  Qm&fsm 
legislators  to  be  the  sole  hearers  of  their  mm 
speeches. 

The  new  constitution  of  Geneva  (1814)  limitedHtbe 
publicity  of  trials;  the  restrictions  have  been  remowd 
by  an  amendment;  and  I  was  present  at  the  trial  of 
two  boys,  guilty  of  numerous  robberies  with  fake 
keys.  The  bill,  stating  the  crimes  charged  to  theixi> 
was  read,  together  with  their  answers  to  a  {Odyious 
examination.  The  witnesses  were  heard  apart  ftom 
each  other;  the  previous  examinaAicm  of  these  wit- 
nesses was  then  compared  with  their  deposition  in 
court,  all  in  the  presence  of  the  prisoners,  who  were 
^equently  asked  by  the  court,  whether  they  had  any 
thing  to  say  on  the  evidence.  This  examination  of 
the  witnesses  and  the  prisoners  was  solely  conducted 
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by.  tile  chief  judge;  six  other  judges  present  toc^  no 
active  part  in  the  prosecution.  The  examination  of 
witnesses  lasted  three  hours ;  after  which,  the  attorney- 
general  spoke  for  the  prosecution,  and  the  counsel  for 
the  prisoners  answered;  the  court  then  withdrew  to 
deliberate,  and,  as  I  thought,  to  dine*,  having  em- 
{doyed  two  hours  in  deciding  what  could  not  well  re- 
quire many  minutes.  The  prisoners  were  sentenced, 
oae  to  six  years'  correctional  confinement,  and  the 
other  to  five,  in  the  common  gaol  abready  described, 
and  dismiss^dd  with  a  paternal  admonition  from  the 
bench,  whidh  means  about  this :  ''  You  are  very  bad 
young  fellows,  and,  in  order  to  correct  your  vicious  pro- 
pensities, we  are  going  to  lock  you  up  among  thieves 
and  vagabonds  for  five  or  six  years,  in  perfect  idleness, 
and  trust  you  will  grow  up  to  moral  and  industrious 
habits  and  principles,  and  ccmie  out  into  the  world,  at 
the  end  of  your  time,  quite  reformed  creatures." 
.  The  examination  of  the  prisoner  is  liable  to  strong 
objections ;  but  the  active  part  the  judge  takes  in  the 
prosecution  must  be  deemed  quite  barbarous.  As  to 
the  absence  of  a  jury,  although  fully  aware  of  its  im- 
portance, I  should  look  upon  it  as  the  least  defect  of 
Ais  mode  of  trial.  When  the  judge  examines  the 
witnesses  himself,  and  still  more,  the  prisoner,  he  be- 

/^  This  is  one  of  the  invpluntary  errors  travellers  are  drawn  into  on 
false  appearances.  I  have  since  found,  that  the  judges  did  not  dine, 
and  never  do  in  cases  like  the  present,  although  they  probably  may 
ihdulge  a  little  in  conversation. 
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Gomes^  without  intending  it,  a  party  in  the  cause :  we 
naturally  wish  to  find  what^e  arie  looking  for,  and  to 
overtake  what  we  pursue  *  ;  the  prisoner  becomes  a 
piece  of  game  which  the  judge  is  hunting  down — ^a 
most  unsafe  situation  for  both,  and  peculiarly  unbe- 
coming the  impartiality  of  justice. 

I  remember  being  forcibly  struck  with  a  similar 
mode  of  prosecution  in  France.  Returning  therie,  after 
an  absence  of  twenty-six  years,  I  found  at  Rouen  a 
curious  cause  was  about  to  be  tried  oa  that  day  (Feb. 
1815,)  and  I  stopped  to  see  how  the  business  was 
conducted.  Three  countrymen  were  accused  of  Ihs: 
murder  of  a  fourth ;  one  of  them,  hard  pressed  by  the 
judge,  defended  himself  very  well  for  a  long  while,  but. 
unable,  at  last,  to  extricate  himself,  he  said,  peevishly, 
"  Since  yofu  vodl  have  it  so — of  course  it  must  be  so.*' 
*.*  A  pretty  answer  this!"  said  the  judge,  angrily.  To 
this  the  prisoner  replied  with  some  insolence.    His 


*  To  this  V€ry  natural  desire  of  overtaking  the  object  we  pursue, 
and  estal^lisfaing  what  we  seek  to  prove,  must  be  ascribed  that  bitterness 
of  language  and  feeling  observable  in  so  many  English,  respecting  the 
government  of  their  own  country,  and  by  association,  the  country  it- 
self. To  strangers,  who  have  not  had  the  same  opportunities  of  at- 
tending to  particular  defects  and  abuses,  who  view  England  as  ft 
whole,  and  consider  general  results  only,  this  partial  view  of  things 
and  perverse  exaggeration  appear  very  extraordinary ;  yet  it  is  not 
only  natural,  but  necessary.  Constitutional  opposition,  if  it  were  not 
a  passion,  would  be  nothing ;  it  cannot  be  a  passion,  and  nc^  be  ex* 
aggerated  ;  to  require  it  to  be  temperate  and  impartial,  is  to  reject  it 
altogether.  Whence  the  seeming  paradox,  that  the  best  government 
is  the  most  censured  and  abused,  ma}'  fairly  be  maintained. 


47d  OENBVA. 

hoRour^lni  judg^^  quite  furious,  thundeied'  from  the 
bench^  wMlehift  victim,  made  desperate,  did  not  stop 
reacffiy,  and  it  was  some  minutes  before  both  parties 
became  sensible  of  the  impropriety  of  the  prooeed^^ 
ing<;  the  one  resum^  hiH  wcxited  cafanness  and  gra^ 
vity ,  and  the  other  a  humble  and  submissive  tone :  but) 
UdieMe  ny  perdait  rim.  This  scene^put  me  in  mind, 
atthe.time,  of  the  fable  of  the  wolf  and  the  Iamb,  as 
to  station  at  least. 

^TYie  intervention  of  a  jury  diminishes  in  France 
tfaeinccmvMaenceis  of  this  mode  of  proceeding ;  but 
thare  is  no  jury  at  Geneva^  and  the  six  passive  judges 
I  saw  on  the  heaA  do  not  answer  the  same  purpose; 
althoi^h,  certainly^  abler  men  than  the  gen^^alityof 
jurymen  can  be,  they  do  not  afford  the  same  security, 
as  Z  have  endeavoured  to  show  in  a  former  work^, 

I  inquired  of  the  Genevans,  why  they  had  abolished 
the  jury,  a  valuable  institution,  which  their  transient 
re-union  to  France  had  procured  them.  "  Because 
of  that  re-union,!'  they  said,  "  the  jury  introduced 
amoi^t  us  with^  terrtur,  recalled  the  tcmti  riceh^ 
Honnaire.  It  is  troublesome  to  the  people,  and  they 
do  not  like  it.  Our  judges,  besides*  are  such  good 
sort  of  men,  that  we  may  trust  them  altogethen" 
None  of  these  reasons  appeared  to  me  quite  sufficient, 
aod  the  political  advantages  of  a  jury  are  more  appli- 
cable to  Geneva  than  any  where  else.     In  October, 

*  Jouroal  of  a  Tour  and  Residence  in  Great  Britain,  in  1810  and 
1811. 


1817,  th^e  was  a  pc^uhr  tumult  about  th0>  price  of 
potatoes,  which  a  party  amoBg  the  Iowm  dass  of  pMf 
pie  wanted  to  be  regidated  by  a  maximum,  and  ^bsff 
finally  took  away  for  nothing  what  had  been  brouglift 
to  market.  Heretofore,  popular  tumults  had.  geoMattj 
been  connected  with  pcditics,  and  thero  was  aa  apt 
prehension  that  the  course  of  justice  might  be  impede 
ed;  but  trials  with  opea  doors  having  lately  beea 
granted,  the  people  heard  the  evidence,  they^^saw 
dearly  the  prisoners  were  mere  {dunderers,  and  their 
punishment  excited  no  discont^it ;  if,  howev»,  popiik- 
lar  feelings  had  been  still  more  engaged,  a  jury  akne 
could  have  extricated  the  government. 

Knowledge  and  skill  and  strict  impartiality  hflJoiig 
to  the  judge ;  common  sense  and  ccmunon  feeHog^io 
private  individuals  on  a  jury.  The  judge  is  dea£and 
bUnd,  and  inexorable,  and  knows  oidy  the.law;  the 
jury  is  mider  the  influence  of  public  oj^nion,  or  evei| 
of  public  prejudices,  which  must  not  be  overlookeiQl 
altogether,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  law  itself,  of  peace 
and  good  govennnent*.    The  jury  is,  in  fact,  a  le^< 

*  While  in  court  at  Gen^va^  I  noticed  that  boys  under  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years  of  age  were  driven  away  by  the  gendarmes  in  atten- 
dance, whenever-  any  of  them  appeared,  among  the^spectators.  Theif 
boys  went  away  wiUi  very  indignant  feelings  evidently,  ai^d  this  grar 
tuitous  insult  is  quite  enough  to  make  them,  in  the  sequel,  desperate 
jacobins ;  the  more  so,  as  the  very  disposition  which  made  them  feel 
an  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  justice,  roarkft  miodft.ftb9«o 
the  common.  Surely,  the  lesson,  they  might  learn  there  would  be 
fully  as  profitable  as  any  they  were  likely  to  get  at  college  or  th« 
academy. 
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lative,  as  well  as  a  judicial,,  power,  negatively,  at 
least,  for  deciding  on  law,  as  well  as  on  fact ;  they 
may,  and  do,  silence  the  law  when  they  please.  Be* 
sides  the  obvious  use  of  juries  as  a  check  on  judiciary 
piopeedings,  for  the  safety  of  individuals,  the  institu- 
tion is  of  high  political  importance.  Unforeseen 
cases  occur  sometimes,  where  an  undue  advantage  is 
taken  of  the  law,  either  for  party  purposes  or  against 
a  party.  The  jury  may  suspend,  in  fact,  its  applica- 
tion, until  it  is  altered ;  in  other  cases,  less  imcom- 
men,  the  strict  application  of  the  law  would  be  so 
directly  in  opposition  to  public  feeUngs  and  prejudi- 
ces, as  to  excite  popular  violence  and  revolutions  in 
the  state.  A  judge  cannot  make  the  law  bend  to 
circumstances ;  Government  cannot  yield  without 
disclosing  weakness  and  encouraging  the  fitctious } 
but  the  jury,  being  supposed  to  participate  in  these 
public  feelings,  may  preserve  the  peace  without  dis- 
grace, by  a  sort  of  innocent  denial  of  justice.  This  is 
one  of  the  hidden  springs  upon  which  the  cumbrous 
machine  of  society  is,  as  it  were,  suspended,  and  en- 
abled thereby  to  sustain  accidental  shocks  without 
coming  to  piecfes.  A  jury  of  judges,  as  the  silent 
part  of  the  bench  might  be  deemed,  cannot  be  igno- 
rant of  the  law,  and  would  make  themselves  gratui- 
tously contemptible  if  they  pretended  to  participate  in 
the  feelings  of  the  multitude. 

The   best  informed  people  in  Geneva  seem  con- 
vinced, that  there  is  not  a  more  rational,  prompt,  and 
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^fectual  method  of  discovering  the  truth,  than  by  ex- 
amining the  prisoner  himself;  and,  with  the  exception 
of  England,  this  is  so  universal  an  opinion  in  Europe, 
that  It  is  wcMTth  considering  a  moment.  Any  favour- 
able circumstances  the  prisoner,  or  his  counsel,  would 
of  course,  communicate  of  themselves  ;  their  silence, 
therefore,  is  on  many  points  ^'a  sort  of  implied  ad- 
mission. No  confidence  can  be  placed  in  any  thing 
the  prisoner  says ;  and,  even  when  innocent,  persons 
in  his  situation  have  been  known  to  teU  lies,  not 
thinking  truth  sufficient ;  and,  in  this  way,  materially 
injiuing  their  cause.  What,  then,  is  the  use  of  asking 
questions  ?  The  process  is  rendered  much  simpler 
by  cxnitting  them,  and  the  merits  of  the  case,  lying  in 
a  narrower  compass,  will  then  be  easier  and  better 
understood. 

As  to  any  discovery  expected  from  the  voice,  man- 
ner, and  countenance,  of  the  prisoner,  this,  surely,  is 
very  unsafe,  as  well  as  unfair,  evidence,  and  little 
suited  to  a  strict  administration  of  justice.  In  remote 
ages,  judicial  combat  ensured  success  to  the  strongest ; 
or  the  rack  to  the  most  enduring :  would  we  have  the 
most  brazen  gain  his  cause? 

The  mountiairi  of  Saleve,  although  out  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Geneva,  seems  to  belong  to  it,  and  is  a  favour- 
ite place  of  resort  for  the  inhabitants.  Its  aspect 
from ihe town  is  singular,  rather  than  picturesque; 
consisting  of  a  perpendicular  face  of  rocks,  about 
three  thousand  feet  high  and  ten  miles  long,  sinking 

Vol.,  h  « I 
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down  gradually  lA  each  end,  and  marked  with-  longi^ 
tudinal  stripes,  too  regular,  and  of  a  bad  colour,  being 
horizontal  strata  of  whitish  calcareous  stone.  Towards 
the  Alps,  this  mountain  slopes  gradui^y  into  a  rich 
aixl  smiling  country.  At  the  sharp  edge  of  the  sum- 
mits, a  piece  scans  to  have  been  knocked  off,  leaving 
a  wide  and  deep  gap  down  to  the  mid-height  of  the 
mountain,  aind  the  strata  correspond  on  eadi  side. 
Below,  on  the  contrary,  the  strata  of  the  plain,  through 
which  the  Saleye  seems  to  have  forced  its  wasy  verti- 
cally, are  turned  up  against  its  base,  forming,  on  a 
reduced  scale,  abutments  such  as  those  described  sA 
the  foot  of  MonI  Blanc.  In  scone  places,  there  is  a 
practicable  interval  between  the  Saleve  and  these  ex- 
traneous strata. 

The  slope  towards  the  Alps  is  strewed  over  wil^ 
irregular  blocks  of  granite,  exactly  similar  to  those 
already  described  in  the  slope  oftfae  Jwa.  These 
Mocks  are  most  numerous  in  the  great  gap.  I  have 
flieasured  several,  which  were  from  thirty  to  forty  feet 
in  length  and  breadth,  and  above  ten  feet  high,  givi^ 
ten  or  twdve  hundred  cubic  feet  for  the  solid  contents. 
Their  angles  are  very  sharp,  without  the  appearance 
dT  having  rolled  or  experienced  any  friction.  The  Sa- 
lerre^  wholly  calcareous,  hm  no  granite  in  its  compo- 
sitisii^  and  these  blocks  are  exactly  like  the  granite 
of  the  h;igh  Alps,  of  which  they  seem  to  be  detached 
firagtoents.  Mr.  de  Sanss^^e  states,  on  this  subject, 
a  very  curious  fitct.    He  observed,  in  this  very  gap 
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in.  the^  Saliev^  tifj^  large  bJ^s  lyiBgioa  a<»lcMeaitti 
bwe^  elevated  ai  few  fiiet  abov<e  ihe  oeik  \»A  cxwu^ 
nected  with  the  calcareeu6  steata  of  whiah  thermouifr* 
tain  is  oompoeed^  andwhichrrueituiidecthe  soil;,  the 
glE^anite  blocks  had  preserved  fixxsk  the  geBeFalde* 
compositioB  \xf  air  and  watoii  just  as-  much  of  the^ 
calcareous  stmia  as  they  covered^  it&  surface  bei^ 
every  where  else  ccHwert^  into  soil ;  being  of  an 
irregular  shape,  while  the  base  upeor  which  they  wero^ 
lying  was.  quite  flat,  smaller  foo^Qients  might  be.  seen, 
interposed,  which  were  ca^ight  at  the  mom^it  thes^ 
blocks  U^ted  on  their  presei^ft  resting-places,  at  the 
termination  of  a  very  wonderM  passage  fr<;»B  the 
high  Alps  hither ;  a  distance  of  forty  miles,  as  a  bird 
flies.  "  I  gazed,"  says  Mr.  de  Saussure,  "  with  a 
sort  of  involuntary  admiration,  on  these  last  witnesses 
(the  small  fragments  interposed)  of  a  revolution,  of 
which  we  scarcely  can  form  an  idea,  although  estab- 
lished on  testimony  seemingly  irrefragable."  Nothing, 
undoubtedly,  can  speak  a  deaser  language  than  these 
appearances ;  yet  it  were  to  be  wished  that  a  greater 
number  of  blocks  should  be  examined,  by  digging, 
round  them,  and  if  any  one  was  found  lying  on  soil 
interposed  over  the  calcareous  strata,  it  undoubtedly 
would  weaken  very  much  Mr.  de  Saussure's  theory, 
for  we  cannot  suppose  that  a  force  (debdcUj  whichi 
could  dash  off  at  a  stroke  aneb  heavy  masses  td  such 
a.  jdistanae,  woulidt  have  lefl;.an  atom  of  soii  any  wherei 
susely  th«b  floor  wevdd  haifie  beeni  sw^t  clean  b^bra 
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these  blocks  ali^ted  upon  it.  Similar  masses  are 
scattered  over  the  whole  plain  of  Geneva,  as  far  as 
the  Jura ;  but  it  is  sufficiently  remarkable,  that  few, 
if  any,  are  found  between  Geneva  and  the  foot  of  the 
Saleve,  which  intercepted  them,  while,  further  off, 
they  again  become  numerous.  Among  the  blocks 
which  fell  in  the  lake,  there  is  a  very  remarkable  one, 
called  Pierre'd-Nitony  a  corruption  of  Neptune,  to 
whom  there  is  a  tradition  that  sacrifices  used  to  be 
offered  on  the  top  of  the  stone,  hollowed  out  by  the 
action  of  fire  probably :  and  many  instrum^its,  used 
for  the  purpose  of  sacrifices,  have  been  brought  up 
at  different  times  from  the  bottom  of  the  lake,  which 
round  the  stone  is  very  shallow. 


A  a.  Profile  of  the  high  Alps  above  Mont  Bhmc. 

B  The  Saleve.    C  the  Jura. 

A  B  and  A  C  Projection  of  the  fragments  of  granite  carried  from 
the  high  Alps  and  the  Saleve,  thirty-six  miles ;  and  to  the  Jura, 
fifty-four  miles.    , 

C  E  D  Calcareous  strata  forming  the  Jura*  continued  under  the 
plain  of  Geneva,  turned  up  and  broken  at  E,  and  forming  a  gap 
through  which  the  Rhone  flows,  and  again  turned  up  against  the 
base  of  the  Saleve  at  D. 

Cloee  by  the  castle  are  some  curious  excavations 
in  the  longitudinal  strata,  which  Mr.  de  Saussure 
pretends  were  produced  by  the  erosion  of  water,  and 
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exhibit  irrefragable  proofe  of  his  dShAole.  As  a  sin- 
cere friend  c^  the  system,  I  much  regret  he  should 
have  said  this,  because  injudicious  arguments  prove 
hurtful  to  the  cause  they  are  intended  to  support. 
The d^^^jcfe must  have  been  a  sudden  catastrophe; 
the  ocean,  for  instance,  shifting  its  bed,  and  pouring 
all  at  once  over  a  sinking  continent,  while  its  old 
basin  rose  into  dry  land !  It  might  ht^sk  through 
chains  of  mountains,  furrow  the  sur&ce  of  the  earth 
into  deep  valleys,  and  scoop  out  the  beds  of  lakes ; 
but  the  excavations  on  the  face  of  the.Saleve,  evi- 
dently the  work  of  time,  slowly  wearing  away  a  stra- 
tum of  rock  softer  than  the  rest,  are  effects  too  trifling 
for  such  a  cause.  I  question  even  their  being  the 
effect  of  water  at  all,  for  the  height  is  nearly  one 
thousand  five  hundred  feet  above  the  l^e  of  Geneva ; 
and  supposing  the  passage  of  TEckise  to  have  been 
stopped  up  altogether,  the  water  would  have  found  a 
ready  outlet  towards  the  Rhine  by  Entr^roc/ie  and 
the  Lake  of  Neuchitel,  only  two  hundred  and  forty 
feet  above  Geneva ;  it  could  never,  therefore,  reach 
the  height  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  feet,  a  cir- 
cumstance Mr.  de  Saussure  seems  to  have  overlooked- 
The  granite  blocks  already  mentioned,  scattered 
over  the  whole  extent  of  the  Cq/ntofif.  d^  Vtrnd^  \>\A 
principally  in  the  direction  of  the  valley  of  the  Arve, 
and  of  the  valley  of  the  Rhone,  are  found  on  the 
south  slope  of  the  Jura,  nearly  to  the  summit,  and  not 
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owr  it,  hut  hne  pemlMled  llmyogh  ike^dmnmbaf^ 
^ewr  any  Gjpwiag  offered,  ^ns  «t  the  JPm  ie  i^Eclusc; 
aU  these  «ni6waMesaieaiiq;ub^  famuniiUe  to^ 
UMXQTof  tbeiUMofe. 

At  a  ceiiam  hour  of  the  momhig,  a4ninny  spot  is 
obsermble  in  the  gieat  body  of  shade  the  Saleve 
throws  GVW the  pfaan  below;  dus  is  oocasionadiby 
41  slanting  hole  adndtting  a  tay  of  sun  in  the  hi§^ 
{nut  of  lihe  mountain.  I  have  peneferated  into  Ahis 
oaidty  by  ^ioeiiMr  orifice,  not  idthout isome  difficulty 
«iid  danger.  Mr.  tie  Saussure  sees  tbeie  again. an 
^flfect  of  the  d6iiele,  aMhou^  it  wmld  htfve  bean 
swbhimire  ifleely  to  carry  away  theSaleye  altogether, 
than  ^taiA  to  bore  a.  )K>le  «hrou^  it.  13ie  &ctis,  that 
calcareecis  rocks  ape  generally  fiiU  of  43trangely<^lu^>ed 
caverns,  and  4^s  is  ooe  of  them ;  and  thefeis  no 
fl00d  of  ike  dikdek  to^u^eountibr  it. 

¥we  or  t&i%  miftes  to  the  south  of  the  Salev^  in 
tlie  middle  of  a  very  beauttfiiil  and  fertile  plain,  nses 
a  mDiumient  of  remote  antiqittty  and  dmdioal  ccai- 
strocticm,  caoQilK>sed  of  fi^ur  blocks  criT  ^granite,  such  as 
atfe  strewed  iJsiout  &e  country ;  three  of  4hese,  staood- 
ingtm  end,  rise  more'than^fve^feet  aibove  the  scsl,  and 
aw  six  feet  br^d,  and  ^  tm>  feet  tlnck.  Upon  these 
#ttee4^s,  orplfflars,  the  foarthblockis  laid;  its di^ 
fnensioRS  i^e  &>mte€ffi  feet  isi  length,  thirteen  ifeetiat 
&e  T^esti^art,  and  feur  feet  thick ;  (these  Mocks  ido 
not  ^qppear  to  hav^  been  cut  intoshc^es,  but fflaoed in 
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their  preseat  Bitaation  juBt  as  they  were ;  probftbly 
the  pillars  have  settiied  a  fittle,  or  fhe  soil  is  higher, 
for  at  present  there  is  not  room  to  stand  under. 

The  chateau  of  Femey,tfae  eelebrated  residence  of 
Vcdtaire,  six  miles  frcsn  Geneva,  is  a  jAbcb  cf  very 
little  picturesque  beauty^  notwithstanding  the  Alps^and 
tike  Jura;  its  broad  front  is  turned  to  the  hi^  it)ad> 
without  any  regard  to  the  prospect,  and  the  garden  is 
adomed  with  cut  trees,  parapet  wadls  with  flower- 
pets,  jets  d'eaux,  Sfc.    Voltaire's  bedroom  is  shewn- 
in  its  pristine  state,  just  as  he  left  it  in  1777,  when, 
after  a  residence  of  tw^ity  years,  he  went  to  Paris  to 
'^oy  a  short  triumph,  and  die.    Time  and  travellers 
have  much  impaired  the  furniture  of  light-blue  dik, 
and  the  Austrians,  quartered  in  the  house  three  yeass 
ago,  have  not  improved  it ;  the  bed-<mrtains  espeeiaUy, 
which  for  the  last  forty  years  have  supplied  each  tra- 
veller with  a  precious  little  bit,  hastily  torn  off,  are  ctf 
course  in  tatters ;  the  housekeeper  indeed  is  so  well 
aware  (^  this,  that  she  purposely  turns  away,  to  afford 
you  an  opportunity  for  the  poetical  theft,  expecting  her 
fees  to  be  the  more  liberal  on  that  account.    Hie  bed- 
stead is  of  common  deal,  coarsely  put  together ;  n 
miserable  portrait  of  Le  Kain,  in  crayons,  hangs  in- 
t^e  of  the  bed,  and  two  others,  equally  bad,  on  eadi 
side,  Frederic,  and  Voltaire  himself.   Bound  the  ro(»n 
are  bad  prints  of  Washington,  Franklin,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  and  several  other  celebrated  personages; 
(he  lante-chamberiis  deebrafted  with  naked  %ures,  in 
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bad  taste ;  each  of  the  two  rooms  may  be  twelve  feirt 
by  fifteen.  A  mcmumental  something  of  baked  day, 
placed  in  a  recess  since  Voltaire's  deaikfa,  bears  the 
&3iawing  finical  inscription : — Son  esprit  at  partaut  et 
son caur  est  id!  The  Austrians  used  this  frail  ceno- 
taph rudely ;  it  is  cradled  in  several  places. 

Very  few  remain  alive  of  those  who  saw  the  poet ; 
a  gard^ier  who  conducted  us  about  the  grounds  had 
that  advantage;  he  shewed  us  where  the  theatre 
stood,  filling  the  space  on  the  left-hand  side  in  enter* 
ing,  between  the  ch&teau  and  the  chapel,  but  the  ce- 
lebrated inscription  on  the  last,  Voltaire  d  Dieu,  was, 
as  we  understood,  removed,  during  the  reign  of  ter- 
ror, by  peqple  who  probably  suspected  Voltaire  of 
piety.  The  old  gardener  spoke  &vourably  of  his  old 
master,  who  was,  he  said,  bon  homme  toutM-fait,  bien 
charitable,  and  took  an  airing  every  morning  jn  his 
coach  and  four. 

After  his  escape  from  the  court  of  Frederic,  Vol- 
taire went  first  to  Lausanne,  where  he  resided  some 
years,  and  where  he  fitted  up  a  private  theatre ;  his 
acquaintances  there  supplied  him  with  perfcumers, 
of  whom  it  seems  he  was  proud,  and  who  acted  for 
him  Zaire,  Abdre,  and  several  other  plays.  Some 
spirited  drawings  of  Huber  represented  him  behind  the 
scene,  teadiing,  scolding,  and  encouraging  the  actors  ; 
you  might  have  thought  you  heard  his  loud  bravo  f 
The  part  of  Lusignan  was  frequently  filled  by  the  poet 
himself^  who  was  «o  much  taken  up  with  it  as  to  be 
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M^  in  the  moming  at  the  door  of  his  house  already 
dressed  for  the  stage.  My  informants  remember  a 
young  lady,  who  wd.s  the  prompter,  once  suggesting  a 
line  which  was  not  in  the  play — Dieuvous  le  rende! 
The  poet  called  out  Vous  m'avezfait  l^aumone.  As  he 
repeated  his  thanks  again  after  the  play,  saying  he 
would  give  her  his  works — Ah  I  Monskur^  she  answer- 
ed, much  confused,  lis  sont  si  beaux  je  ne  ecudrcsispas 
vaus  enprwer!  He  uised  to  repeat  this  naioetd  with 
great  complacency^  as  well  as  the  following.  Provoked 

at  not  having  been  invited,  Mrs.  P had  a  parody 

of  Zaire  acted  at  her  house ;  he  heard  of  it,  and 

meeting  one  day  a  Miss  P ,  he  said.  Ah !  ah  f 

Oest  done  vous^  Mademoiselle^  quivotismoquez  de  moi! — 
OA,  mon  DieUy  non  Monsieur^  she  answered  in  her 
fright,  c'est  ma  tant&f  !  Voltaire  had  a  hollow  wooden 
voice,  and  his  declamation  had  more  pomp  in  it  than 
nature ;  he  acted  the  part  of  Euphemon  in  the  Eitfaat 
Prodigue  as  if  it  had  been  a  tragedy  ;  yet  in  the  part 
of  Trissotin,  in  the  Femmes  Savantes,  he  performed 
very  well. 

From  Lausanne,  where  he  quarrelled  with  several 
persons,  he  came  in  1755  to  St.  Jean,  dose  to 
Geneva,  and  gave  to  the  house  he  occupied  the  name 
of  Les  dilices,  which  it  retains  to  this  day ;  Femex, 
which  he  bought  soon  after,  became  his  permanent 
residence  for  twenty  years. 

Strangers  of  distinction  made  a  point  of  callii^  on 
the  philosopher  oi  Ferney,  who  for  some  years  re- 
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QWed  their  -vkits  very  wtHiD^^y*  ffmg  ^tem  fStcs 
and  f^ys ;  biit  he  becaaie  tired  of  this»  and  at  bust 
moaid  oBly  fieetthose  who  coidd  amuge  him  while  he 
amiBod  them.  A  ^c^piaker  from  Phil»cte^phia,  called 
'Qaude  Gay,  traveUing  in  Eufc^,  steyed  some  time 
afc  Gei^va ;  he  was  kasown  as  the  author  of  some 
4faed0gical  w<»ks,  and  hked  for  his  good  sense,  mo- 
derat&cm,  and  .sim^dimty .  Vdtoffe  heard  of  him,  iiis 
curiosity  was  excited,  and  he  desired  to  see  him. 
The  quaker  £rit  great  rductance,  but  suffi^red  himself 
at  last  to  be  carried  to  Femey,  Voltaire  having  pro- 
mised beforehand  to  his  Maads  that  he  would  say 
nothii^  that  could  give  offence.  At  first  he  was 
deligl^ed  with  the  tall,  straight,  handsome  quaker, 
lus  broad4>rinmad  hat,  and  plain  ckab  suit  of  dc^es ; 
ibe  mild  and  serene  expression  of  his  countenance, 
and  the  dinner  promised  to  go  off  very  well ;  yet  be 
man  took  notice  of  the  great  sobri^  c^  his  gue^,  and 
made  jokes,  to  which  he  received  grave  and  modest 
answers.  The  patriarchs,  and  tbe  first  inhabitants 
of  the  earth,  were  next  alluded  to ;  by-and-by,  he 
bogan  to  sneer  at  the  historical  proo&  of  Revelation ; 
but  Claude  was  not  to  be  driven  away  frcxn  lus 
grounds,  and,  while  ^Lamining  these  proc^,  and 
arguing  upcm  them  rationally,  he  overlodced^the  Jight 
attacks  of  his  adversary  when  not  to  the  pomt,  ap- 
peared insensible  to  his  sarcasms  .and  his  wit,  a^ 
remained /always  cool  and  always  serious.  Vokadre's 
vivacity  at  )\ast  tamed.to  downright  anger ;  >hisfeyeB 
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flasked'fire  wheoever  ftey  met  the  benign  and  pladd 
txumteBaace  <if  the  quator,  «nd  the  ^pute  ivantiftt 
last  so  ^»  that  tiiie  latter  gettmg  ap^aid,  *'  Frimi 
VoMte  !  perkajm  Aau  mayest  o^mt  to  undei^ta$id^tb0$e 
^matters  rightly  ;  in  the  mean  «wte,  finding  I  eon  do^  ikee 
no  good,  I  l6M6  ihee,  and  m  fare  thee  udlT  So 
'sayii^  he  went  awefy  <»  ^K^t,  notwitfaMuiJtfig  all 
eabreatie6,'bads:  ^agaiti  to^(G«»em,  leanng  the  whole 
eiempaxiff  m  ^^ndteraaUkm.  Vis^hadre  ^retiired  iffimd- 
^afcefy  to  hi&  own  Toom,  where,  if  the  following  lines 
cHT'lns  own  oocurred  to  Mm,  ^theydid  not  |>robabIy 
^entiibttte  to  put  him  in  good  hfimour'witfa^himfielf : — 

''  A  la  religion  discvetement  fiddle 
^'Soit  doux  compatissant  sage  indulgent  comme  elle, 
<*^£t  sans  noycr  autpoi  oher^he  a  gagaer  le  port, 
'<  Qui  pardonne  4  raison  et  la^olerea  toft." 

Huber*,  present  at  this  scene,  made  a  drawing  of 
it,  in  which  the  two  principal  actors  are  most  happily 
characterized. 

A  certain  flmigarian  traveller,  a  man  of  conse- 

-'♦t?phis  Mr.  Hoberwaslhe  ftfther  of  (he  well-known  author «of  a 
«io6t4ttteMtiBg'Wdrk^D  the  ^cenomy  <>f  4bties,  and  4he  grandfatber 
of  the  author  of  the  naJ^dssinterestiiig  work  on  the  economy  of  ants. 
The  first  Mr.  Huber  had  a  very  peculiar  talent  for  drawing ;  with 
his  scissors  he  could  cut  a  piece  of  paper  into  a  representation  of 
any  thing,  as  accurately,  as  fast,  and  with  as  much  spirit,  as  he  might 
have  delineated  with  his  pencil  either  figures  or  landscapes.  Vol- 
taire was  his  favourite  subject,  and  the  anecdote  is  well  known  of  his 
teaching  his  dog  to  bite  off  a  piece  of  crumb  of  bread,  which  he  held 
in  his  hand,  so  as  to  give  it  at  last  the  appearance  of  Voltaire. 
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quence  in  hid  country,  but  not  particularly  wise,  had 
fruitlessly  tried  to  be  introduced,  without  finding  any 
one  at  Geneva  willing  to  undertake  the  task,  as  they 
were  all  afraid  Voltaire  would  be  rude  to  *  him.  A 
young  man*,  who  heard  of  this,  engaged  to  procure 
the  stranger  an  interview  with  Voltaire ;  and,  on  the 
day  appointed,  contrived  to  have  him  conveyed  out 
of  town  to  a  good-looking  redidence;  where  wdU- 
dressed  servants  received  him  at  the  door,  and  usher- 
ed him  up  stairs  in  due  fonn.  Here  then  at  last  he 
fbund  himself,  as  he  thought,  {^te-^-(^e  with  Voltaire. 
The  fnalade  de  Femey,  personated  by  our  young 
friend,  was  lying  down  on  a  sofa,  wrapped  up  in  a 
damask  robe-de-chambre,  a  night-cap  of  black  velvet, 
with  gold  lace,  on  his  head,  or  rather  oa  the  top  of 
an  immense  periwig  d  la  Louis  XIV.,  in  the  midst 
of  which  his  little,  slow,  and  deeply-wrinkled 
visage  seemed  buried ;  a  table  was  near  him,  covered 
with  papers,  and  the  curtains  being  down,  made  the 
room  rather  dark.  The  Philosopher  apologized  in  a 
hollow  voice,  interrupted  by  occasional  fits  of  cough- 
ing ;  he  was  ill,  bien  malade,  could  not  get  up,  begged 
the  stranger  to  be  seated,  asked  questions  about  the 
countries  he  had  visited,  made  him  tell  his  adven- 
tures, those  of  gallantry  particularly,  and  was  him- 

•  This  young  man  was  Mr.  Chauvet,  an  exile  in  the  revolution  of 
1782,  well  known  in  England,  where  he  resided  twenty  years,  and 
a  particular  friend  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly.  I  had  the  anecdote  from 
his  widow. 
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s^  most'fecetious,  and  profanely  witty.  The  Hun- 
garian, delighted,  aiid  far  more  at  ease  than  he  had 
imagined  possible,  casting  a  glance  over  the  papers, 
ventured  to  inquire  what  new  work?  what  new  chef- 
d^oeuvre? — **Ah,  nothing! — le  faible  Enfant  de  ma 
YieUksse — a  tragedy.'' — "  May  I  ask  the  subject?' — 
**  The  subject  is  wholly  Genevan,''  replied  VoltaiJre, 
''the  name  Eimpro-Qiro,  and  the  dramatis  personae 
Carin-Caro,  Dupuis-Smon,  and  Carcail  Briffon  *,  S^c. 
Src.  Then  began  to  repeat,  with  great  animation,  a 
number  of  passages,  to  which  his  visiter  listened  in 
perfect  raptures,  but  drew,  mean  while,  a  snuff-box 
from  his  pocket,  and  began  to  look  attentively  on 
him  and  on  a  picture  on  the  lid ;  thus  confronted 
with  a  jportrait  of  Voltaire,  and  compared  face  to 
face,  was  a  trial  for  whidi  our  mimic  was  not  pre- 
pared, and  his  courage  nearly  forsook  him ;  yet  he 
kept  up  appearances,  only  coughing  more,  and  rant- 
ing on  the  high-sounding  lines  of  his  Empro-Qiro. 
The  Hungarian,  not  undeceived  by  this  close  ex- 
amination, replaced  the  snuff-box  in  his  pocket;  de- 
clarilig  it  to  be  the  best  likeness  he  had  ever  seen. 
He  rose  at  last,  thanked  ,his  friend  Vdttaire,  with 
eixpressions  of  heartfelt  gratitude,  kissed  Ms  hand 
respectfully,  and  went  away,  distributing  to  the  ser- 

*  For  the  sake  of  those  versed  in  Genevan  manners  and  customs,' 
I  shall  complete  the  list  of  names,  adding  16  those  above,  Pirofiy 
UAhardm,  Tan-Ti,  FeviUe,  McuUk,  Tan-Te,  C/m///— No  Gene* 
van,  in  reading  this,  will  doubt  the  authenticity  of  the  anecdote. 
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vaoflla hotmet  omibe stain  libenl tokewhcrf' hfai  aatis^ 
fbeticmi  These  servants  were  the  iatiinale.  ftieixlEr: 
aod:  eompamoDS  of  the:  chief  actor,  and  one  of  them, 
hiB^  brother,  UHwilliiigto  eaiTy  the  joke  to  the  leoglii' 
of  pocketiog  the  money  of  their  dupe^  they  ccnitrived 
tagive  him  a  dinoi^'  at  atevem,  wheape  lfe&  was  made 
tO'  tdl  the  st&ty  of  his  vifiit  to  VoltaiFe^.  and  expressed 
hiS'  admiratioa  of  the  gveat  maa.  The:  latter^  heard 
of  this^,  was  mudit  amused,  andf  demring  to  see  his. 
doublev  told  him  he  would  mdce  a  bargain  with  him~* 
hidf  his  fame  for  half  the  tiresoixie  visit^psdt  promsed 
htm; 

IVfost  anecdotes  about  Voltaire  are  already  known: 
I  scarcely  know  whether  the  followii^  is  on  recoid. 
Tormfflited  by  an  imlucky  axxthor^  who  insisted  o» 
reading  his>  play  to  him,,  he  hod  at  last  submitted'  to< 
the  operation,  and  was  paitiently  listening,  when,  at 
the  second  act^  the  hero-  of  the  play  (bomme  per*^ 
somiel)  prevails  on  his  servant  to  have  a  sound  tooth 
pulled  out  torefdace  a  decayed  one  of  his  own.  At 
this  unusual  coup  da  thSatre;  Vdtaire  fattng  bac^  in 
his  elbow  chair,  called  out,  i4A*— wne  dmtf  on  Im  ar-- 
rmhe  une  dent.  Madame  Jkn»  du  se&mre/  J«  me 
trmcerai  mdl^-^Dofmess  mm  le  brmje  eaw  en-  prigrf 
and  went  aws^y  holding  botb  his  hsm^  to>  his  face, 
and  still  calling  out,  Ah — une  dent !  On  lui  arrache 
une  dent  I  Madame  Denis  je  vols  me  trouver  mal!  So 
saying,  he  disappeared,  and  the  author,  left  motion- 
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iMft  mth  siHrpriiae,  never  ooiiUl  aAerwaidft  get:  \nm  tO' 
hear  the  wd  of  Im  pky. 

The  poet  lived  like  a  prince,  but  kept  his  aoeomite 
Uke  a  citizen ;  knowing  to  a  sous  where  Ma  money 
w^it :  a  good  deal  of  it  was  bestowed  charitably,  for 
he  was  munificent,  and  certainly  much  loved  in  his 
neighbourhood.  One  night  that  Tancrede  was  actings 
and  the  court  c^  the  chateau  full  of  carriages  and  serv- 
aots,  there  arrived,  as  his  ill  luck  would  have  it,,  a 
cask  of  the  best  chambertin  that  ever  came  from 
Burgundy ;  his  own  peopte  could  not  attend  to  ft,  aai 
the  cask  remained  at  tl^  ceUar-door;  the  seirvaidss 
c(»itrived  to  get  at  it,  and  while  their  mastees^  and 
mistresses  were  shedding  tears  on  Amemidet*^  they 

*  If  I  were  a  law-maker  at  Geneva,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  would 
not  forbid  private  theatricals,  much  as  I  should  regret  involving  in 
the  general  doom  a  certain  private  theatre,  where  I  remember  spend- 
ing some  very  pl^asan^,  and  assiu^dljr  ^erj  innoeeat,  hoars.  ThieFe 
may  be  no  harm  in  what  you  see  or  hear  at  a  private  theatre,  but 
there  is  harm  in  the  ambition  of  good  acting — in  the  habit  of  acting 
at  all—- in  the  loss  of  that  native  feeling  which  makes  a  woman  par* 
ticulftrry  shrink  from  public  (^hifaition.  of  any  sort.  The  conscioas^ 
mess  over  what  is  called  mauvaise  honte  becomes  in  itself  a  pleasure 
and  a  pride — the  desire  of  public  admiration,  a  passion ;  the  ob- 
sture  pleasures  of  domestic  life  lose  their  relisli ;  a  iasfte  (of 
expense  a&d  outside  show  ia  generuM,  and  morals  are  lost!  I  am: 
sensible  of  the  danger  I  am  thus  wantonly  encountering,  having 
already  got  into  a  sort  of  scrape  with  musicians  and  with  painters,  or 
rather  with  amateurs  and  collectors  of  paintings,  for  what  I  said  of 
them  in  a  former  work.  My  profession  of  faith,  in  regard  to  the 
fine  arts,  is  simply  this — ^that,  with  very  few  exceptions  in  favour  of 
marked  talents,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  devote  to  the  pursuit  a  great- 
part  of  the  time  of  young  people,  mtich  better  employed  in  more 
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sipped  the  poet's  chambatin.  There  was  gener^^ 
a  supper  after  the  play,  where  more  than  once  as 
many  as  two  hundred  peqple  sat  down,  and  Voltaire 
had  something  to  say  to  every  one  of  his  guests.  As 
the  gates  of  the  town  are  shut  at  night,  many  of  them 
usually  r^nained  in  the  chdtean^  poorly  accommodated 

with  beds.     One  night  as  Mr.  de  B was  groping 

about  in  the  dark,  for  a  place  where  he  mi^t  lie 
down  to  sleep,  he  accidentally  put  his  finger  in  the 
mouth  of  Mr.  de  Florian,  who  bit  it.  Voltaire  kept 
company  only  with  the  aristocracy  of  Geneva ;  neither 
his  liberality  nor  his  wit  secured  him  the  good-will  of 
the  patriots  placed  out  of  the  sphere  of  his  influence ; 
they  only  saw  in  him  a  sham  philosopher,  vnthout 
principles  and  solidity ;  a  courtier,  the  slave  of  rank 
and  fashion :  the  corrupter  of  their  country,  of  which 
he  made  a  jest,  Quand  je  s&coue  ma  perruqfie,  he 
used  to  say,  je  poudre  toute  la  rSpubUque  ! 

It  would  be  difficult  to  convey  an  idea  of  the 
rigorous  severity  of  morals  which  prevailed  at  Ge- 
neva subsequent  to  the  Reformation,  and  of  the 
influence  of  religion  and  its  ministers,  and  I  shall 
give  only  one  instance  of  the  latter,  ccHimiunicated  to 
me  by  a  witness  of  the  fact  still  living ;  there  was  a 
furious  riot  in  1V54,  on  account  of  the  high  price  of 

intellectual  ones.  The  abuse,  in  regard  to  music,  is  carried  to  an 
extravagant  pitch ;  a  taste  for  acting  is  many  degrees  worse.  Drawing 
has  few  inconveniences,  and  a  great  many  advantages,  because  an . 
independent  pleasure,  and  ooe  in  which  vanity  has  npt  a  ^reat  s^iare. 
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liH^ead^  and  the  house  of  an  obnoxious  dealer  (fore^ 
iBtalier)  in  Kut  de  Coutance,  was  broken  open ;  the 
people  were  in  the  act  of  laying  it  waste,  and  per- 
sonal violence  was  apprehended,  when  a  reverend 
man,  the  pastor  of  the  parish,  appeared  among  them, 
attended  by  his  maid-servant,  carrying  a  lantern  (it 
uras  night) ;  the  crowd  instantly  made  way  for  him  to 
ihe  door  Of  the  house^  Where,  kneeling  on  the  threshold, 
he  prayed  aloud,  and  then  remonstrated  with  the 
peq)le  on  their  sinfid  proceedings ;  they  not  only 
desisted,  raring  forthwith  to  their  houses*  but  the 
day  following  all  they  had  taken  away  was  restored, 
Smd  the  corn-dealer,  the  object  of  the  popular  wrath, 
declared  he  had  lost  nothing. 

Rousseau,  from  his  garret,  governed  an  empire—* 
that  of  the  mind ;  the  founder  of  a  new  religion  in 
politics,  and  to  his  enthusiastic  followers  a  prophet- 
he  said  and  they  believed !  The  disciples  of  Voltaire 
might  be  even  more  numerous,  but  they  wete  bound 
to  him  by  far  inferior  ties  ;  those  of  Rousseau  made 
the  French  Revolution,  and  perished  far  it ;  while 
Voltaire's,  miscalculating  its  chances^  perished  by  it. 
All  might  deserve  their  fate ;  but  the  former  certainly 
acted  the  nobler  part,  and  went  to  battle  with  the 
best  weapons  too ;  for,  in  the  deadBy  encounter  oi  all 
the  passions  let  loose,  of  the  most  opposite  principles 
and  irreconcileable  prejudices,  cold-hearted  wit  is  of 
little  avail ;  heroes  and  martyrs  heed  not  an  epigram, 
and  he  must  have  enthusiasm  who  pretends  to.  lead 
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the  ^ithUBiastic,  or  oope  with  th^n.  Une  Mmc  per^ 
muuion^  Rousseau  has  sc^Be  where  said,  tnu  twgtwM 
ttnu  lieu  d'iloqucncc  ;  and  well  it  might,  for  the  first 
requisite  to  command  beUef  is  to  believe  yourself; 
Qor  is  it  easy  to  impose  on  mankind  in  this  respeO. 
There  is  no  eloquence,  no  ascendency  over  the  mind^ 
of  others^  without  this  intimate  persuasion  in  yourself; 
fiousseau's  might  <xily  be  a  sort  of  poetical  per- 
suasion, lasting  but  as  long  as  the  occasicn ;  yet  it 
was  thus  powerful,  only  because  it  was  true,  ev^i 
thou^  but  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  perhaps,  in  the 
heart  of  this  inspired  writer. 

Mr.  M ,  son  of  the  friend  of  Rousseau,  to 

whom  he  left  his  manuscripts,  and  especially  his 
ConfesBions,  to  be  published  after  his  death,  had 
the  goodness  to  show  th^a  to  me.  I  observed  a 
fair  copy  written  by  himself,  in  a  small-hand  like 
print,  very  neat  and  correct ;  not  a  blot  or  an  era- 
sure to  be  seen.  The  most  oirious  of  these  papers 
were  several  sketch-books,  or  memoranda,  half  filled, 
where  the  same  hand  is  no  longer  discernible ;  but 
the  same  genius,  and  the  same  wayward  tamper  and 
p^verse  intellect,  in  every  fugitive  thought  recorded. 
Rousseau's  composition,  like  Montesquieu's,  was  la- 
borious and  slow ;  his  ideas  flowed  rapidly,  but  were 
not  readily  brought  into  proper  order ;  they  do  not 
appear  to  have  come  in  consequence  of  a  previous 
plan,  but  the  plan  itself,  fonned  afterwards,  came  in 
aid  of  the  idMs,  and  served  as  a  sort  of  frame  ftr 
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Ihmk,  instefetd  of  being  a  syi^tem  to  wMdi  diey  W6r6 
subservient.  Very  possibly  some  of  the  fUndaliiental 
opinions  he  defended  so  earnestly,  and  for  Mrhich  his 
disciples  would  willingly  have  suffer^  martyrdom, 
were  originally  adopted  because  a  bright  thought, 
caught  as  it  flew,  was  entered  in  his  common-place 
book. 

Tbese  loose  notes  of  Rousseau  aflford  a  curious  in* 
«ightinto  his  mode  of  compositicm.  You  find  him  per- 
petually retrenching  epithets — reducing  his  thoughtit 
to  their  simplest  expression,  giving  words  a  peculii^ 
energy  by  the  new  application  c^  their  original 
meaning— going  back  to  the  naivete  of  old  language  ♦ 
and,  in  the  artificial  process  of  simplicity,  carefidly 
effacing  tibe  trace  of  each  laborious  footstep  as  he 
advanced;  each  idea,  each  image,  coming  out,  at 
last,  as  if  cast  entire  at  a  single  throw,  original, 
energetic,  and  clear.  Although  Mr.  M— ^—  had  pro- 
mised that  he  would  publish  Rousseau's  Confessions 
as  they  were,  yet  he  took  upon  himself  to  suppress  a 
passage  explaining  certsun  circumstances  of  his  abju* 
raticais  at  Anneci,  affording  a  curious,  but  frightfiiliy 
disgusting,  picture  of  monkish  mamiers  at  that  time* 
It  is  a  pity  that  Mr.  M— — did  not  break  his  word, 
in  regard  to  some  few  more  passages  of  that  most 
admirable,  and  most  vile,  of  all  the  productions  of 
genius. 

A  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  Emile,  with  marginal 
notes  by  Voltaire,  is  preserved  in  the  library  of  Mn 
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cl6  C  ■  I  at  St.  Jean ;  his  family  had  much  inter'- 
course  with  Voltaire,  being  near  neigUxurs,  and 
were  on  an  intimate  footing  with  him.  I  shall  only 
^mention  oae  of  the  notes,  by  which  the  tone  of  the 
rest  may  be  estimated.  Le  miserable  (Voltaire 
.speaking  of  Rousseau !)  Le  miserable  n'a  de  l*esprit 
que  lorsqu'U  parte  contre  la  religion  ! 

A  few  Genevans  remember  having  seen  Rousseau, 
.when  he  came,  in  1754,  to  change  bad^  again  from 
the  Catholic  to  the  Protestant  communion.  I  was 
•taken  to  a  confectioner's  shop,  the  fourth  house  on 
rti^e  right  going  up  the  Rue  de  Coutance,  where  Rous- 
^seau  frequently  dined,  at  that  time,  tSte-^-tSte  with 
Jiis  friend  the  confectioner  (a  predecessor  of  the  pre- 
-fientoocupierX  in  the  small  back  room,  serving  as  a 
•kitdiep.  His  nurse,  then  an  old  woman,  carried  on 
scHne  petty  dealing  of  her  own  in  one  of  those  booths 
.in  use  at  Geneva,  outside  of  the  foot-pavement  in  the 
lower  streets.  Rousseau  used  to  go  before  dinner, 
and  sit  by  her  on  a  low  stool,  while  the  people  col- 
lected round  to  look  at  him,  proud  to  think  he  was 

one  of  them.     Madame  C3 ,  then  twelve  years 

old,  remembers  being  raised  on  a  chair  that  she  might 
see  the  philosopher  over  people's  heads,  and  his 
figure  and  general  appearance  are  still  present  to  her 
^nemory.  A  bob  wig  without  a  hat»  pepper  and  salt 
coat,  waistcoat,  and  breeches ;  his  right  hand  on  the 
knee  of  the  did  nurse ;  a  round  face,  with  piercing 
black  eyes  and  pleasant  smile.     Notwithstanding  his 
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long  absence  ir<»n  Geneva,  and  his  doquenct,  he 
spoke  broad  St.  Genrais,  and  was  not  less  dear  to 
the  people  on  that  account.  Forty  years  after  this, 
in  the  fervour  of  the  Revolution,  the  street  in  whidi; 
it  was  supposed  Rousseau  was  bom  received  his 
name,  and  preserves  it  still ;  but  although  his  fether. 
had,  at  a  later  period,  lived  there,  it  appears  that,  at 
the  time  of  his  birth,  the  &mily  resided  in  what  ia 
called  la  Grand  me,  opposite  the  hotel  of  the  French. 
resident^  who  became  an  ardent,  but  platonic,  admirer 
of  Rousseau^s  mother,  a  very  handsome,  very  senri- 
ble,  and  very  virtuous  woman :  the  birth  of  Rousseau 
cost  her  her  life. 

I  terminate  here  this  long  accouirt  of  a  very  small: 
country:  whilst  describing  it,  I  have  spoken  very 
diversely  of  its  inhabitants,  who  are  so  feir  from  an 
homogeneous  people,  that  a  likeness  of  them  must  be 
a  group  of  portraits.  Enthusiasm  was  formerly  a 
thing  of  course  in  speaking  of  Switzerland,  and  ap- 
pertaining to  the  subject:  the  fashion  has  changed. 
Its  political  institutions  then  were  deemed  free,  its 
morals  pure,  the  courage  of  its  inhabitants  was  the 
theme  ctf  universal  admiration  ;  in  short,  Switzerland 
was  amg,  rather  than  described ;  now,  instead  of 
bring  described,  it  is  derided.  Philosophers  pro- 
nounce that  it  is  en  atrihre  of  the  intellectual  improve- 
ments of  the  age ;  the  Liberals  assert,  that  the  demo- 
cratic cantons  present  only  a  caricature  of  liberty,  and 
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diat  the  others  are  mreterale  Oligtidiies,  depraved 
beyond  the  possibility  of  amendment;  military  men 
lodk  upon  it  as  a  country  bon  h  occuptr  quand  oh  vetd 
fian  la  grande  guerre  *. 

The  forms  of  goyemment  in  most  d*  the  cantons 
are  ikr  froin  perfect,  undoubtedly;  yet  admit  ci 
amendments,  and  have»  of  laJte,  undergone  valuable 
c&uiges.  The  gradual  mode  of  iinprovemeait  is  the 
ctily  safe  and  lastii^  one,  and  Switzerland  will,  in  all 
probability,  arrive,  in  a  given  time,  at  a  better  politi- 
cal state  than  those  countries  where  a  radical  diange 
has  been  attempted,  and  which  have  already  gone, 
or  are  fast  going,  back  to  the  point  of  beginning.  In 
the  mean  time,  people  are  happy  under  the  existing 
institutions. 

In  Eastern  Switzerland,  the  Teutonic  race  is  dia- 
racterized  by  its  good  sense  and  solidity ;  its  per- 
severing industry,  uprightness,  and  domestic  habits. 
The  literary  and  scientific  turn  in  some  of  the  towns 
is  not  of  the  communicative  kind ;  learned  men  work 
in  secret,  and  enjoy  in  secret  the  fruit  of  their  medi- 
tations, or  at  least  with  a  very  few  friend;  they 
labour  patiently  and  profoundly,  with  little  or  no  view 
to  fame.  In  the  Romand  part  of  Switzerland,  the 
French  manners  predominate  over  the  German ;  y^ 
the  latter  form  a  happy  temperament,  of  whidi  we 
have  seen  the  result  at  Geneva,  the  chief  city  of 

*  Gc;ieral  Sebastians  speech,  in  ihe  Chamber  of  Deputies,  June 
17th,  1820,  not  answered  by  the  minister  nor  any  other  member. 
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Bomand  Switzerland.  No  part  of  Europe  can  be 
coiopared  to  that  country  in  point  of  picturesque 
beauty ;  no  people  more  estimable,  upon  the  whole. 
The  harsh  things,  here  and  there  introduced  in  this 
work,  against  them  or  their  institutions,  hare  been 
said  with  intentions  which,  I  trust,  will  not  be  mis- 
understood; for,  generally  speaking,  I  am  a  good 
friend  of  the  Swiss,  and  wish  to  appear  so.  The 
opinion,  avowed  by  a  military  man  in  the  French 
legislature,  is  entertained  by  most  military  men  in 
France.  No  doubt  their  habits  and  notions,  on  what 
they  term  la  grande  guerre,  will  undergo  sc«ne  modi- 
fication before  the  next  war,  when,  with  restricted 
means,  they  will  feel  the  necessity  of  restricting  their 
plans :  we  might  appeal  from  Philip  drunk  to  Philip 
sober,  or  rather,  appeal  to  a  new  generation,  which, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  entertain  other  notions  of  justice 
and  of  good  policy ;  and  I  shall  oily  add  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  supposed  advantages  of  a  military 
occupation  of  Switzerland,  under  the  guidance  princi- 
pally of  a  very  remarkable  work  on  this  subject, 
recently  puUished*,  without  a  name,  but  believed  to 
be  the  joint  production  of  two  Genevans ;  one  a  dis- 
tinguished oflScer  formerly  in  the  service  of  Buona- 
parte, and  the  other  a  man  of  letters  no  less  known. 

The  Rhine  ami  the  ^ps  ^iclose  Switzerland  on 
all  sides  but  the  frontier  of  France,  extending  one 

*  Dela  SuUse  dans  VIntint  dt  VEurop^. 
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hundred  and  twenty  miles ;  while  the  ciicumfMenoe. 
marked  by  the  Rhine  and  the  Alps  measures  at  least 
four  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  The  neutrality  of  the 
oountry »  so  circumstanced,  had  been  acknowledged  by 
all  Europe  for  several  centuries ;  when  revolutionary 
France,  intoxicated  with  unparalleled  successes,  vio- 
lated that  neutrality,  trampled  on  the  people  with 
studied  contempt,  sacked  and  plundered  various  parts 
of  the  country,  attracted  into  it  the  armies  of  all  the 
other  belligerents  of  Europe ;  and,  after  four  years 
of  military  occupation,  finally  imposed  on  it  a  treaty 
offensive  and  defensive,  by  which  its  neutrality,  if 
any  pretence  for  it  remained,  was  completely  done 
away.  Twelve  years  after  this,  when  all  Europe, 
princes  and  people  together,  rose  of  eoiomon  s^cooid. 
against  the  enemy  of  their  repose,  finding  Switzer- 
land on  their  way,  they  went  over  it.  There  is  a 
party  in  Switzerland  who  assert,  that  even  then  the 
neutrality  of  their  country  might  have  been  main- 
tained successfiilly ;  but,  at  any  rate,  no  fair  infer- 
ence can  be  drawn  from  what  passed  at  that  period. 
Henceforth,  howover,  Switzerlajad  should  resume  her 
neutrality,  and  can  do  it  successfiilly,  having  a  well- 
organized  and  regularly  trained  militia,  of  which 
seventy  thousand  men  are  ready  to  march  ajt  the  first 
call ;  and  this  force  must  not  be  assimilated  to  the 
militia  of  1798,  which  opposetj  tit^e  invading  French 
army  with  great  cotirage,  but  in  a  desultory  manner^ 
locally,  and  without  a  general  plan.    If  those  who 
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pretend  tkat,  in  case  of  a  contin^ital  war,  France 
would  be  compelled  to  occupy  Switzerland,  m^ua  this 
occupation  for  the  purpose  of  attack,  they  must  be 
aware  that  the  enemy,  in  full  possession  dike  Splu- 
gen,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  Simplon,  whidi  they  have 
passed  already  with  an  army  in  1814,  would  antici- 
pate their  design,  and  occupy  all  the  important  points 
before  them,  at  the  first  news  of  an  invasion.    If  the 
object  be  defence,  they  have  to  consider  wheth^  a 
line  of  frontier  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  witii^ 
a  neutral  army  of  seventy  thousand  men  between 
them  and  the  enemy,  and  interested  in  opposing  his  ^ 
approach,  is  not  easier  defaided,  than  a  cirom^renee: 
of  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  with  that  neutral, 
army  added  to  the  force  of  the  enemy. 

A  great  general,  in  full  possession  of  Switzerlmd, 
with  an  army  of  forty-five  thousand  men,  and  three: 
or  four  other  armies  co-operating  with  him,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Alps,  in  Germany,  and  in  Italy, 
forming  together,  one   hundred  and  fifty  thousand: 
men, — Massena  himself,  supported  by  half  a  dozen 
of  the  best  generals  France  then  possessed, — found 
it  extremely  difiicult  to  maintain  his  ground;  and  his 
army,  frequently  recruited,  left  more  than  fifty  thou* 
sand  men  on  the  various  fields  of  battle  of<  that 
country,  without  being  able  to  aoccnni^h  the  d:]^ect^ 
originally  inteaided.     During  this  usdess  occupation. 
pour  la  grande  guerre,  Switzerland  had  two  thouswad 
sev^a  hundred  houses  burnt  down:  one^urth  of  the. 
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pdpldatioii  of  Mmd  of  the  cantons  perished  by  fit* 
mine  or  the  swoidl    Th^re  are  about  feur  general 
wars  in  a  century,  and  Switzerland  is  threatened 
with  a  renewal  of  these  scenes   each  time!    Her 
means  of  averting  the  calamity  are,  obvioudy,  to 
fortify  the  numerous  passes  of  the  long  valley  of  the 
Rhone^  and  especially  St.  Maurice,  in  order  to  tstap 
a  foreign  army,  whether  it  came  from  the  Simplon, 
or  was  on  its  way  to  it,  and  either  fortify  the  Simpbn 
itself,  or  make  it  impassable ;  to  form,  in  some  cen* 
tcad  part  of  the  Alps,  a  PUtcc  d^Armes,  where  all  the 
maierials  of  war  might  be  safely  laid  up,  and  iiieir 
BBnmy  assembled  when  necessary,  ready  to  take  an 
aotitre  patt  against  the  first  amcmg  the  belligerents 
who  shall  violate  its  territory.    Those  great  powers 
ill  tbe  neighbourhood  of  Switzerland,  who  wish  her 
to  be.  eflsctually  i^utral,  have  indeed  a  right  to  ex-^ 
pect  some  such  measures  on  her  part. 
.  Switzerland  is  not  only  threatened  with  invasion 
at  the  next  general  wu,  but  is  already  the  object 
of  hostile   commercial  regulations   on   the  part  of 
France,  and  all  her  immediate  neighbours.    England, 
tob^  where  the  principles  of  political  ecomxny  are  so 
^nerally  imderstood,  persists  in  the  old  system  of 
exduding  the  produce  of  fordgn  industry  by  way 
of  l^vouring  her  own,  and  perversely  i^^bits  those 
trinkets,  for  instance,  thaA  the  patient  industry  of 
paofde,  buried  in  the  deep  snows  of  the  Jura  six 
months  6[  the  year,  enibliee  them  to  nixmhetim  so 
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much  cheaper  than  any  one  dse,  although  just  as 
much  of  British  manufactures  would,  in  consequence, 
be  consumed  on  the  Jura.  In  regard  to  France,  the 
impolicy  is  more  striking,  only  because  the  objects  of 
commerce  are  more  numerous,  and  nearer  at  hand. 
It  is  quite  evident  that  Switzerland  cannot  indulge  in 
broad  cloths  and  silks,  champagne  and  burgundy, 
imless  France  condescends  to  take  her  cheese  and 
watches,  her  trinkets  and  laces.  That  luminous  and 
consolatory  principle,  so  well  established  in  political 
economy,  cannot  be  repeated  too  often,  that  the 
wealth  of  one  nation  makes  other  nations  wealthy ; 
that  the  improvements  of  one  become,  in  time,  the 
benefit  of  all,  perfection  finding  its  own  level  through- 
out the  civilized  world,  although  not  quite  so  quickly 
as  air  or  water.  Military  strength  does  not  come 
into  this  philanthropic  economical  co-partnership, 
except  as  regards  Switzerland ;  for  we  may  strictly 
say,  that  her  strength  is  the  strength  of  her  neigh- 
bours. 
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Holbein^  notice  of  the  paintings  of,  at  B&le,  66. 
Houses  in  Switzerland,  structure  of,  21,  22,  109.    Interior  of  Ger- 

man  houses,  77,  78. 
Huningen,  citadel  of,  demolished,  69,  70.      French  monument 

near  it,  destroyed,  71. 

INNKEEPER  (Swiss),  anecdote  of,  26. 

Inscr^Hon  (Roman),  at  Sopier,  60. 

Inierlaken,  notice  of,  200,  201. 

Inundation  of  the  Valley  of  Bagne,  described,  320-325. 

JARDINS  ANGLAIS,  miserable  taste  of,  6,  7. 

Joseph  II.,  anecdote  of,  405. 

Joux  (Lake  de),  inundations  of,  32,  33. 

Jurat  scenery  of,  20-24 ;  calamitous  destruction  of  a  traveller  on 
that  mountain,  20.  Views  from  its  declivity,  24.  Geological 
structure  of  this  n^ountainous  range,  29,  61.  Organic  re- 
mains of  a  fenner  world  there,  63.    Descent  of  the  Jura,  342. 

KALTENBRUNN,  114. 

Kneading  Machine^  simple,  described,  331,  332. 

Kcenig^elden,  (Abbey),  notice  of,  348,  349. 

LABOURERS,  how  paid,  in  the  south  of  France,  16. 

Lake  de  Joux,  described,  32,  33.  Of  Neufch&tel,  hint  for  drain- 
ing, 44.  Of  Bienne,  55.  Of  Constance,  92.  Of  Wallenstadt, 
117.  Of  Zurich,  143.  Of  Zug,  147.  OfLowertz,  169.  Of 
Waidstetten,  170.  Of  Thun,  193-448.  Of  Brientz,  233.  Of 
Geneva,  239,  240.    Of  Lausanne,  244. 
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Landfpnces  and  rental  of  in  France,  15,  16.  In  Switzerland, 
44,  45.  Smoking  of,  in  Switzerland,  76.  Price  of  at  Lau- 
sanne, 329. 

Langhans  (Maria),  remarks  on  the  tomb  of,  186. 

Language  of  the  Roman  part  of  Switzerland,  46,  47.  Remarks 
on  the  sources  of  the  Gaulic  language,  47  notet. 

Laufenbaurgf  bridge  over  the  Rhine  at,  75. 

Lauterbrun,  valley  of,  201,  202.     Fall  of  the  Staubbach  there,  203. 

LavaieTy  assasmhation  of,  142.     . 

Lausanne,  situation  of,  244.  Description  of  its  environs,  ibid, 
330,331.  Gibbon's  House,  245,  246.  Notice  of  Old  Lausanne, 
246.     Annual  assembly  of  scientific  men  held  there,  319,  320. 

Les  JEdieUeSf  passage  of,  286. 

Leuky  notice  of  the  baths  of  the,  439«     Their  properties,  440. 

Literature,  state  of,  at  Geneva,  299. 

Locle^  valley  of,  334,  335.  Occupations  of  its  inhabitants,  335. 
Orphan  establishment  there,  336. 

Lucerne  (city),  arrival  of  the  author  at,  180.  General  Pfeffer's 
model  of  the  Swiss  mountains  preserved  there,  180,  181.  Cu- 
rious articles  deposited  in  the  arsenal,  181.  Historical  notices 
of  Lucerne,  182.     Description  of  its  environs,  182,  183. 

Lyons,  arrival  of  the  author  at,  274.  Present  state  of  the  city, 
ibid.  Notice  of  its  hospital,  275-277.  Foundling  Asylum, 
277,  278.  Manufactures,  279.  Public  Library,  279,  280. 
Scenery  around  Lyons,  280,  281.  Castle,  281.  Horrors  of 
the  French  Revolution,  ibid.     Siege  of  Lyons,  282,  283. 

MACHINERY,  remarks  on  the  use  of,  326-328. 
Madrhouses  of  England,  remarks  on,  464,  465,  notes, 
Mmgisirates,  election  of,  in  the  Canton  of  Glaris,  365,  366. 
Maison  Neuve,  great  number  of  beggars  at,  11,  12.     Aspect  of 

the  country  around  it,  12. 
Mamtfactures,  remarks  on  the  tendency  of  to  produce  crimes, 

101,  102,  and  on  the  introduction  of  manufactures  among  the 
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^wM  fBoanUunmrs,  102, 103.    XHatreu  >of  the  Sivim  i 

toren,  112, 113. 
Manurei  in  Switzerland,  notice  of,  76. 
Mental  Arithmetic^  how  Uught  by  Pefttdoni,  38. 
ilfeym^n,  GUacier  of,  221, 292.    Extraoidinary  dfttcent  <€,  223. 
Military  Works,  executed  by  the  French,  286,  287. 
Mills,  subterranean,  described,  338,  334. 
MmU  Bkmc,  beautiful  view  of,  271,  272. 
Metiers  Trovers,  notice  of,  26.    Anecdote  of  Bousseag't  i«s»- 

deoce  these,  27. 
Mouniam  Qmdetof  Ghamoani,  261, 262. 
Mouotie,  VaUey  of,  378,  379. 
Moustier  Grand  Val,  Roman  inscription  9t,  60.    Fortifications  of 

the  pass  of,  ibid*    Geological  appearances  of  the  mountains  in 

its  vicinity,  61-63. 
Mxid,  inruptton  of,  described,  176. 

NEUCHATJBL,  present  appearance  of,  53.  Descriptipn  of  ks 
neighbourbg  iicenery,  51 ,  52.  Historical  notice  of  this  town,  53. 
Hint  for  draining  its  lake,  44. 

Noblesse  (proyinqial),  state  of,  at  the  commencement  of  the  French 
Revolution,  12,  13. 

OJ^j^j^  (mer),  isource  of,  29.    Its  Calls,  tfttd. 

Qrbe  (viiliige),  historical  notices  of,  34,  35.    Stale  of  agriouknre 

there,  35.    Appearance  of  the  surrounding  country,  ibid,  36. 
Owen  (Mr.),  of  New  Lanark,  remarks  on  the  system  of,  328-330. 

PARIS,  enviroosof,  described,  4*7.    Habits  of  IbePariraans,  405. 

Peace,  effects  pf,  on  the  laad^  jintereflt,iCommeroe,  and  .mami^- 
turejs,  and  on  f44dh9lders,  95-9Q. 

Pestalozzi  (M.;,  notice  of,  37.  Origin  of  his  establishment,  i^id 
Outline  of  hfs  system  of  ^diipatioQ,  HM,  39,  40.  RepoMdii  on  ^ 
40,4L  HpiK^urs  cooferredQp.hipi  by  thiB£mp0rorfAlQsaiid^r42. 
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Pfijfer  fOenend),  biographical  ixrtiee  of,  181.    Aeooaat^flu* 

model  of  the  mountains  of  Switzerland,  180. 
Pfeffer^  hot  springs  of,  125, 126.    Singular  cavern  orar  ihem^ 

127.    Properties  of  the  jwater,  128.     Mode  of  liTipg  at  the 

bath-house,  ibid* 
FUalt€  QUoMxa),  origin  ^tbe  name  of,  162, 163.    DaMsiption  of 

it,  163-164. 
Piaevache,  fall  of,  434. 

JRiitf  VILy  Pope,  treatment  of,  by  Buooapacte,  3, 4. 
Populatum  of  the  CuitOQ  de  Vaud,  45,  46.    Of  Olaris,  St  Qall, 

and  Appenzel,  136. 
Poreniruiy  notice  of,  338. 
Posting 9  in  France,  state  of,  16,  17. 
Pragely  Mount,  described,  134,  377,  378. 
Provisions^  remarks  on  the  scarcity  of,  8-11. 

RANS  DES  VACHES,  effect  of,  108. 

Rapperschwyl^Xxmny  notice  of,  138. 

Rhine,  f^  of,  at  Schaffhauten,  described,  79,  80.  ilemadui  on 

its. course,  124-126. 
Rhone  (river),  loss  of,  at  Fort  I'Ecluse,   273:    ilemarks  on  its 

course,  432.    Roman  bridge  over  it,  433. 
Righi,  mountain,  geology  of,  165, 166. 
JRto^atSens,  8. 
Rossberg,  mountain,  description  of,  157.    Its  geology,  158, 165. 

Circumstances  of  its  fedl  described,  147,  157-162. 
Rous^au,  anecdote  .of,  27.    His  House  on  Rabit  Iskod,  m  the 
.   Lake  de  Bienne,    described,  56.     Inscription  on,  2d9|  dOO. 
His  attack  on  .the  ministecs  of  the  Church  of  Geneva,  309. 
Atiecdotesof  his  residence  at  Geneva,  497-500. 
Russians f  campaign. of,  in  Switzerland,  37d-374. 

SdLEFE  (monnMitD^  appearance  of  481.    Its  geological.atnic^ 
ture,  483-485.    Druidical  monument  in  its  vicinity,  486* 


gical  appetffftnoM  of  d^ooiuiUy  in  k(ivioiiiity«  118^  1I9l    Pie- 

lofiesqae  mowiUia  tcemery,  1^0.    OeetfptttioDs  of  the  ViUai^erft 

ofWalleiiitadtyl22« 
Wahsing  (GenDaii},BOtioo(rf'y  360. 

Wegghii,  district  ol»  mndated  by  a  stream  of  mad,  175»  176. 
We$m  (town)  aotice  of,  116; 
Wiggii  (MouBt),  strata  o^  delineated.  137«    Descent  of  aa  aya- 

lanche  down  it,  135. 
Wingemaipy  tour  of,  described,  006,207. 
FoSiefH  employmenta  of  in  Switzerland,  109^  llO.    Their  eos- 

tame,  183, 385. 

YFERDUNf  account  of  Pestalezn's  establishment  of^  education 
at,  37-42.  Historical  notice  of  this  pla<%e,  43.  Roman  re- 
mains in  iU  vicinity,  44.  , 

KTO  (Towi^,  antiqnity  ofr  146.    Its  lake  deicribed,  147. 

SSurich  (Lake),  scenery  of,  139, 140.    PrisOn  on  it;  1434 

Zurich  (Canton),  manners  of  the  people  of,  139.  Mode  of  trarel* 
Hug,  140. 

Zurich  (Town),  notice  of,  143,  144.  Lavater  assasnnated  ^re, 
142.  Table  d'Hote,  descfit»ed,  141.  Sarty  History  of  Zurich, 
351,  ^2.  State  4f  sc^i^  thsve,  353,  364v  Domestic  cus- 
toms, 355.  Administration  of  justke^  ^.  Civil  goveminent. 
9».  Courts  eljiMtiee,  3:50.  Hospieala  tUid  other  beaclvoleat 
establishments,  ibid.  Account  of  the  Savingi^  Bank  there;  360. 
Asylum  for  the  hind;  d&U 

XMlSffeAsiRcfiinier^  anetdota  ef»  383. 
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